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Roller Follies’, New Type of Rink Show, 


Is Promising Desp 


si 


vv 








Baltimore, Jan. 13. 

‘Roller Follies’ looks like it may be 
developed into a money-maker with 
astute and showmanly handling. 
The possibilities for spectacular 

resentation of a roller-skating ex- 
epee are inherent in this first 
attempt. Somewhat slower in actual 
movement than the kindred efforts 
on ice, the makings are nevertheless 
here and Gae Foster has done nobly 
with the material on hand. There is 
a crying need for the injection of a 
few more socko spots by wAy of sight 
gpecialties and the inclusion of color 
in the lighting would add consider- 
ably. Pace will no doubt pick up 
with playing following its date at 
the Coliseum here. 

Following a collegiate routine by 
the skillful ensemble of 10 boy and 
24 girl skaters, appropriately cos- 
tumed, Jay Edwards and Loraine 
Billet contribute a nicely handled 
dance, Gordon Finegan and Walter 
Hughes follow with a comedy routine 
which holds pace, followed by a ses- 
sion of spinning by several of the 

(Continued on page 8) 





Otis Skinner’s Estate 
May Total $500,000; 


v 





| 


Was Sagacious Actor 


Death of Otis Skinner, one of the 


great actors of another generation, | 


will probably reveal an estate valued 
at over $500,000, rating him one of the 
wealthiest men of the profession. 


Skinner at the peak of his career! ider Archibald MacLeish, the 
earned as high as $75,000 In one |Librarian of Congress and two 
year, augmenting his stage salary | former radio men, W. B. Lewis 


and percentage of plays in which he 
starred with writings. 

Sidelines included radio and pic- 
ture appearances. Skinner saved a 
goodly portion of his earnings and 
made solid investments. Although 
born in Massachusetts, he came of 
Vermont stock anc was friendly 
with famous New Englanders. He 
Was an intimate of the late President 
Calvin Coolidge and often visited the 
latter’s country home. 

Skinner remained aloof from some 
fellow players over a period of years, 

(Continued on page 54) 





Peruvian Senate 
Bans Axis Films 





Lima, Peru, Jan. 4. 

Peruvian senate in special session 
has approved a resolution introduced 
by Senator Pedro Ruiz-Bravo which 
will prohibit showing of Axis films 
and close all newspapers, theatres, 
clubs and educational institutions 
run by totalitarian powers. 

German and Italian pictures have 
been receiving particular play here, 
and more recently films showing 
Japanese strength have been brought 
in, 


} 
| 





ite Break-In Faults 


The Military Touch 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

At least one soldier or sailor 
in uniform for every 15 persons 
must be visible in the back- 
ground of every modern screen- 
play at Republic. 

New ruling is based on the 
average number of service men 
in city crowds. 


FACTS-FIGURES 
TO BOOK ALL 
U.S. RADIO? 








Washington, Jan. 18. 
Successful at long 
last of the proposal to have a single, 


consummation 


CANTOR EXPLAINS 
NEED FOR COMICS 


Tonic Effect of Humor Nec- 
essary to Health of Free 
Peoples—Tyrants Always 
a Bunch of Sourpusses 








CHURCHILL’S GAGS 


—_— 


By EDDIE CANTOR 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Maybe it is going a little too far 
to say that an army travels on its 
belly laughs. You can’t stop a stuka 
with a well-placed gag. A panzer 
division has No ribs that can be 
tickled with anything less than 
T.N.T. But, given an equal weight 
in armaments, pin your faith on the 
nation that can pack punch in its 
lives as well as its battles! 

Have you ever seen pictures of a 
laughing Nazi, Fascist or Nipponese? 
I haven’t. The Nazi ‘supermen,’ no 
matter whether they are marching 
ahead or back, are always pictured 





house 
Washington 
to 


clearing 
all 
expected go 

It will also 
there will be a 
as between the 
agencies. This, 
proposal made 
now impossible 


unified central and 


booking office for 
radio programs is 
through this week. 
probably mean that 
system of priorities 
various war effort 
again, is another 
long ago but until 
to set up. 
Washington expects the office of 
Facts and Figures to get the nod. 
This would put the responsibility 





(CBS) and Douglas Merservy (NBC). | 
| 


Say Mrs. F.D. Peglerized | 
At Request of Performer | 


In Picketed Wilson Play 


| 
| 


Savage attacks against Mrs. Roose- 
velt by Westbrook Pegler in his col- 
umn in the N. Y. World-Telegram 
last Thursday and Friday (8-9) were 
reputedly inspired by a member of | 
the cast of ‘In Time to Come,’ at the 
Biltmore, N. Y. First Lady’s re- 
fusal to cross a musicians’ union | 
picket line to attend a performance 
of the play was the basis of the col- 
umnist’s criticism. 

Understood that the management 
and cast of the play, which deals 
with the life of Woodrow Wilson, 
had been advised of Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
intention of seeing the show and 
had planned to pose backstage with 
her for publicity pictures. However, 
when she arrived at the theatre and 
found a picket line out front, she 
refused to enter the house and re- 





funds were made on her tickets. 
Next day, a mem of the cast 
(Continued on page 54) 


as grim, forbidding and humorless. 
Just a lot of sourpusses!. They are 
all imitation hams, patterned after 


the prize porcines of them all—Hit- 
ler and his end-men, Mussolini and 
Hirohito. That trio is awful funny, 
only they don’t realize it! If there 
(Continued on page 22) 


LAUD U.S. ACTORS’ AID 
IN BRIT. WAR RELIEF 


British war 








relief organizations 
quartered in New York have ex- 
pressed appreciation to the Ameri- 
can stage for its varied efforts to aid 
i fF ] 


civilian and war sufferers abroad 
A scroll was sent Equity on behalf 
of the entire profession, the message 
reading: 

‘We the undersigned wish to ex- 
press our sincere thanks for their 
never-ending contributions to every | 


itarlan cause 
53) 


uman 


worthwhile and h 
(Continued on page 





‘U.S. Asks Extension On 


Lamour Bond Touring 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


Uncle Sam has asked Paramount 
for a loanout of Dorothy Lamour, 
currently touring the country in the 
Defense Bond campaign. Star is 
Hollywood’s best traveling  sales- 
woman and the U. S. Treasury De- 
partment wants her to continue two 
weeks beyond her present selling 
tour, slated to end Feb. 1. 

Y. Frank Freeman and other 
Paramount execs are rearranging 
the shooting schedule on ‘Road to 
Morocco’ to permit the actress to 
pend two extra weeks on the road 


Ske is paying her own traveling ex- 
| penses. 


bi 


15 Pages of Show Business Advertising 
Reveal Vigor of British Entertainment 





Knockdewn Tie-Up 





When punch-dizzy Buddy Baer 
picked himself up, brushed him- 
self off and spoke into a radio 
mike at the Louis-Baer prize- 
fight ring last week he uttered 


these immortal press - agent 
words: 
‘T'll explain everything next 


Wednesday night on the Fred 
Allen program,’ 


— 











AS SALUTE T0 
ROOSEVELT 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Troupe of all-star performers 
| being rounded up by Arch Oboler 
| for Hollywood’s salute to the Presi- 
!dent on his 60th birthday Jan. 24 
Biggest coup of the Oboler sortie into 
| the ranks of untouchables is his flag- 
| ging down of Greta Garbo, to whom 
a mike is something out of this 
world. She will sound the appeal 
for funds to the paralysis fund un- 
less she bolts from fright. 





is 





as Deanna Durbin, ‘Fibber 
| Molly,’ Charles Chaplin, Mary Mar- 
| tin, Marlene Dietrich, Ronald Col- 
(Continued on page 54) 








| Theatre Chain Assigns 
One Night For Weekly 
| Defense Bond Rallies 


Nashville, Jan. 13. 
Weekly rallies to bolster sale of 
defense bonds and stamps will be 
| held for the duration at Crescent 
{Amusement Co. theatres. Decision 


to hold a weekly rally at one of the 
chain’s theatres came after the over- 
whelming success of the first one 
held Wednesday (31) at the Madison, 
where over $4,000 in stamps and 
bonds was realized. 

Tony Sudekum, president of Cres- 
cent, expressed the wish that thea- 
j}tres throughout the nation would 


copy the Crescent plan and contribute | 


| their part to defense. Admish on 

| rally nights is gained by purchase of 

|a 25c defense stamp. 
Crescent employees 


in theatres 


where rallies are held donate their | 


services, and chain donates films and 
use of buildings. Community groups 
plan the speaking part of program 
and direct raffling of bonds during 
session. At conclusion of rally, 
Crescent presents picture for ente 


| tainment of audience 


GARBO ON AIR: 


Garbo will be surrounded by such | 
and | 





Since the appearance last week of 
the 36th Anniversary edition of “Va- 
riety’ reader comment throughout 
the United States has echoed the 
impression of the editors of this pub- 
lication that the amount and kind of 
advertising from British show busi- 
ness in that issue was remarkable, 
no matter how looked at. It bee 
spoke, first of all, the fighting spirit 
of the tight little isle. After that it 
revealed how showmen carry on 
under adversity and war difficulties. 
| This was, remember, Britain’s third 
Christmas season under the black- 
out; Through the advertising col- 
umns of a trade paper 3,000 miles 
away Britain’s show business gave 
Yanks, probably without realizing 
they were, a fine example of what 
it takes. 

British film producers, theatre 
circuits and talent, in the aggregate, 
extended themselves over 15 full 
pages of type and illustrations, the 
announcements from overseas re- 
flecting a showmanship both vigor- 
ous and defian.. 

Dominant position was snagged by 

(Continued on page 20) 





'Ex-Actor Leonard York 
Among Wounded Yanks 
In Pearl Harbor Attack 


Apparently the first 





person from 
show business to become a casualty 


| in action with the U. S. armed forces 
is Leonard York, former legit and 
| film actor. He’s in Ward 11, Tripler 
| General Hospital, Honolulu, recover- 
ling from bullet wounds of the 
| stomach and shoulder. A machine 
|} gunner at Ft. Weaver, Pearl Harbor, 
| York the morning 
of Dec. 7, tart of the Jap 
attack on His ma- 
chine brought down 
was firing at 
wounded. 


was hit early on 
at the 
Pearl Harbor. 
gun crew had 
enemy plane and 
another when he was 

After playing minor. juvenile parts 
in pictures for a York was in 
legit stock on the Coast and then 
east for strawhat theatre 
engagements, appearing mostly at 
Southampton, L. I, 


one 


+3 
ime, 


came 





Picture House Woos 
Horse ’n’ Buggy Trade 


Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Joe LaRose, manager of Wisper & 
Wetsman’s Easttown theatre here, 
has put up a string of hitching posts 

| in front of the big nabe house. Idea 
| is that the tire ban and the end of 
automobile production may even see 
| Detroit return to the horse and 
buggy age. 

He’s even hung a banner out in 
front saying, ‘Why tire Dobbin by 
iriving all the way d itown. Hitch 

, e here and ioy bill 

at the Easttown.’ 
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Army May Soon Take Over Par's L. I. 


Studios for Production of Training Pix 


+ 


Deal, in negotiation for several | 
months, by Which the Army will take 
over Paramount’s Eastern Service | 
Studios in Astoria, Long Island, 
understood to be virtually set. Sig 
nal Corps’ Training Film Production 
Laboratory is expected to move in | 
in a couple of weeks, expanding the 
facilities of its headquarters at Fort | 
Monmouth, N. J. 

Huddles by the Army with execs 
of Paramount and Western Electric, 
which operates the studios, started 
before active participation in the war 
by the United States. They have 
been speeded up since Dec. 7, how- 
ever, with prospects of a greatly ex- | 
panded Army requiring many more 
of the rookie training reels which 
the TFPL makes. 

War Department is also said to be 
eyeing the old Warner Bros. stu- 
dios in Brooklyn. Whether there 
a possibility of taking this property 
over in addition to that in Astoria, 
or whether it is being viewed as an 
alternative working place, isn’t clear. 

WB studios are completely unused 
Eastern Service is occasionally used | 


| 
is ji 
ie 

| 


iS 


by Par for making shorts and is 
frequently employed for filming 
commercial and 16 mm. product. | 


When the Army takes over, deal may 
be made for Par to continue occa- 
sional use of one sound stage, or it | 
may be required to move its activi- 
ties to Fox-Movietone in Manhattan 
or some other nearby location. 





Escaping Death at Seaa 


Habit with Jimmy Foy. 


} 
St. John, N. B., Jan. 13. | 
Jimmy Foy, ‘The Yorkshire Lad,’ | 
who is taking time out from the 
stage to help out in the British mer- 
chant marine, has had three narrow | 
escapes from death within a year | 
and is now preparing to return to the 
sea. His most recent experience had | 
him drifting about in an open life- 
boat for 13 days. In that period, four 
of the 11 men who left a torpedoed 
steamer in mid-Atlantic died. Foy | 
spent 16 days in hospital to re- | 
cuperate. He lost all his clothing | 
and money, yet, when he was | 
awarded $22 by a London paper for | 
an account of his experiences, he | 
donated half the sum to a fund for| 
British bombing victims. The bal-| 
ance he spent on a treat for his com- 
panions. A collection had to be 
taken up to provide him with some 
presentable clothing and some money | 
to keep him until he joined another | 
crew for another ocean trip. 
} 
} 





Foy, whose real name is Sidney 


Walker, was once co-featured with 
Gracie Fields in a revue which 
toured the British provinces. He has | 


appeared in many revues and also in 
vaude in England, Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland. 





O’Brien, Donlevy, Raft 
Set for Morris ‘Playhouse’ 


Pat O’Brien, due by train from the 
Coast tomorrow (Thursday), guests 
Friday night (16) on the Philip Mor- 
ris ‘Playhouse,’ then goes to Boston 
for a week’s theatre date, opening 


Jan. 22. He'll then return immedi- 
ately to Hollywood. 

Bob Ferris, who recently left 
Columbia Artists to head the new 


radio department of Myron Selz- 


nick’s eastern office, set the air deal 
‘The Great McGinty,’ Preston | 
Siurges’ film hit of two seasons ago, 
gets its first radio performance as 
the Jan. 23 edition of the Philip 
Morris ‘Playhouse,’ via CBS. Brian 


Donlevy will play his original title 
part, coming east for the show. Au- 
thor-producer Charles Martin is 
Going the adaptation. 

George Raft will plane east to 


guest on the Jan. 
same series, probably playing the 
title part created by Paul Muni in 
*‘Scarface.’ Merle Oberon is set for 
the Feb. 6 edition of the show, with 
mo vehicle so far set. 


Pat O’Brien guests this Friday 
night (16) in ‘City for Conquest,’ 


another picture adaptation. 





Say, He IS Growing Up 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
New team at Metro is Hedy La- 
marr and Mickey Rooney in ‘Her 
Highness and the Bell Boy.’ 
Rooney plays the bell boy, with 
Miss Lamarr Her Highness. 





H wo 


| N, 


| moved 


30 stanza of the|}’ 





Take It Easy, Pard 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
They used to pull a shootin’ 
iron out-of the holster in a split 


second, but now it takes from 
one to two days, under war 
regulations covering the San 


Pedro district area and territory 


adjacent to the Southern Cali- 
fornia beaches. 
Filming on the beaches re- 


quires an advance notice of 24 
hours to the Navy, and shooting 
in San Pedro district calls for 
48 hours advance information to 
the Army, with an officer in 
uniform supervising all action. 


od Sending 15 
To FDR Wash. Ball, 
No Go on the Others 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Film industry is concentrating 15 
stars on the President’s Birthday 
Rall in Washington, Jan. 30, and is 











| turning down all requests for male 
_and femme luminaries to appear at 


similar functions in other cities. De- 
cision was made here at a confer- 
ence between the Studio. Publicity 
Directors Committee and Edward 
Arnold, who recently returned from 
the national capital with a report on 
plans for the annual event to aid the 
Infantile Paralysis Fund, 


Idea is to do the utmost for the | 


Fund without disrupting film sched- 
ules through wholesale demands for 
stars in all parts of the country. 


Chico Marx Finding Out 


Chico Marx, who opens with his 
band at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, to- 
morrow (15), will give the orches- 
tra idea a trial for two and a half 
weeks to determine whether demand 


for a picture name in front of band 
is strong enough to warrant con- 
tinuing. 

Marx orchestra goes into the 
Windsor for a week, following the 
Flatbush, and winds up in Passaic, 
J. 


ASCAP Clears the Way 


Seattle, Jan. 13. 

Last legal obstacle that might 
work against the use of ASCAP on 
radio stations in this state was re- 
yesterday when Attorney 
General Smith Troy announced that 
\the Society has filed a list of its 
| copyrighted pieces with the secre- 
|tary of state, complying fully with 
the law. 














Marines Get Their Due 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Wallace Beery becomes a hard- 
nosed American sergeant in ‘Salute 
to the Marines, a war story by 
Robert D. Andrews, bought for early 
| production by Metro. 

Tale, to be produced by John Con- 
sidine, Jr., tells about an American- 
lied contingent of Filipinos fighting 
Japs in the invasion of a Luzon 
| village. 


Talk of Easing 
Fla. Gambling 








By ABEL GREEN 
Miami, Jan. 13. 
Prospect that the gambling tabu 


may be eased next month and the 
| unfavorable weather are chief topics 


lof conversation down here this 


'month, Despite the post-holiday let- 
down, tourist trade is not bad de- 
spite the rainy and cold weather 
which has chased some folks north. 


The inclement weather has aided 
|store business but it’s not making 
| out-of-town visitors happy. Many 
| are sticking, however, because of the 
| abnormally frigid weather up north. 
| The gambling situation still is 
|mighty problematical although the 
| grapevine from Jacksonville is that 
| there may be an easing of the ban 
next month. There also is talk of 
probable legalization of gambling 
| next year since hoteliers, restaurants, 
merchants, ete. all are  claim- 
oring that this always has been the 
major Florida attraction—and that 
its absence is killing business. Cam- 
paign to legalize also is bolstered by 
the theory that income tax sources 
would be further stimulated by the 
elimination of laws against gambling. 
Gambling and abortive attempts at 
sneak gambling brought on quick 
clampdowns despite, the grapevine 
talk about eventual liberalization. 
Handbooks and pin games also are 
tabu. 

Lou Walters and Harry Heller’s 
Latin Quarter and Beachcomber are 
doing the major cafe* business here 
this season. Hialeah opening Wed- 
nesday brought an influx of visitors 
and revived reports that Bing Cros- 
by’s and other famous stables will 
switch here in view of the Santa 
Anita blackout. 

The Royal Palm flivved following 
the pre-Xmas premiere, new show 
opening on Jan. 15, when competi- 
tion may become keener. 





Blackout here last Sunday night 
was an indifferent success but it 
litzed niteries and theatres, since 


the pounding of radios kept custom- 


inviting customers to patronize cafes 
and cinemas during the 10:15 to 10:45 
blackout. 
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offering some of the best musi 


Universal Pictures 





Under Personal Management of: 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘Abbott and Costello are a wonderful pair of mountebanks— 


ec hall clowning of our time.’ 


Brooks Atkinson, New York Times. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
EDWARD SHERMAN 


Ban Next Month 


ers home despite large display ads’ 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 
; By Milton Berle - 








Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Started work on my new picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts,’ and, after the 
first scene, Darryl Zanuck said, ‘Berle, 'm going to make you a star’ 
And he did, out of an old newspaper with a pair of scissors. 

The studio accorded me a great honor. They printed my dialog on a 
bedsheet. 

Brenda Joyce plays the love interest, and in this picture I finally get to 
win her—maid! * 

‘Whispering Ghosts’ is full of excitement. All through it you see 
haunted and empty houses—like the kind I worked in vaudeville. 

I have a very elaborate wardrobe in this picture. I get to wear a 
double-breasted shroud with bell-bottom lapels. 

Broadway Dept. 

Things are so bad for a certain night club, the proprietor only slips you 
half a mickey. 

With Aan Corio working in a legitimate show and Gypsy Rose Lee de- 
| voting her time to writing books, the only stripper left on Broadway is 
Sophie Tucker. 

George Jessel felt very bad last week. A whole day passed without him 
announcing or acquiring a new business investment. 

Hollywoodiana 

Laird Cregar met a fellow who does so much ‘ghost’-writing for a cer- 
tain author he walks around with a haunted look on his face. 

Jack Oakie says he had to fire his Japanese gardener tbe other day be- 
cause he caught the fellow trimming his trees with a rifle. 

Met a bald actor who had a very strong desire to kick over the traces 
and let his hair down—so, he went out and bought a toupee! 

Anthony Quinn says he knows an actress who is so wealthy, whenever 
she is frightened she gets mink goose-pimples. 

Maxie Rosenbloom had an accident the other day. A hungry extra bit 
into his cauliflower ear. 

Veronica Lake doesn’t know it, but she put 300 gag writers out of work 
when she changed the style of her hair dress. 

Music Dept. . 

Wrote a new song called ‘Pardon Me While I Dream,’ and sent it to my 
publisher. Next day I received a telegram which said, ‘Stop smoking 
opium.’ 

There’s a certain composer who always gets in the mood to write a 
‘jump’ tune by first leaping over 20 hurdles. 

Skinnay Ennis has drunk so much milk in an effort to gain weight that 
every now and then he moos. 

Radio Dept. 

Bill Goodwin, the announcer, got the shock of his life when his new 
baby, instead of uttering ‘da-da,’ spouted a commercial. 

A certain radio comedian punished one of his writers who had gotten 
out of line by making him also listen to the rebroadcast of the show. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That Arthur Murray is taking dancing lessons from Fred Astaire.... 
That Paul Small’s suits have been taken over by the Government for pup- 
tents....That Marlene Dietrich is broken-hearted because Mickey Rooney 
is marrying someone else....That Rudy Vallee has sprained his foot jump- 
ing off his annuities....That Joe Frisco’s cigars are made out of old racing 
forms. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Dancehall: Jive-Hive....Clyde McCoy: Corn-horn....Tommy Manville: 

Wife-Strife....Betty Grable: Raft-Daft. 
Observation Dept. 

Went to the closed Santa Anita track for a look-see and a horse stopped 
and asked me if I could spare a nickel for a cup of oats. 

Eavesdropped at Mocambo: ‘Her past financed her present and future!’ 

Eavesdropped at Chasen’s: ‘Is he lazy? He hired someone to carry the 
torch for him!’ 

Eavesdropped at Ciro’s: ‘She’s a great reader of books—bankbooks!’ 

My brother (the one who played the almonds in ‘The Chocolate Soldier’) 
has turned sleuth. He’s working on the ‘Case of the Vanishing Cream.’ 

Whatever Became of 
Eddie Lambert and Minnie Fish Aussie and Czech 
30 Pink Toes Riggoletto Bros. 
Lang and Haley The Swanson Sisters 
Afterpiece 

To help secure the peace and liberty of which Americans are fond— 

Buy a Bond! 








| 
| 


N.E. Theatres Prepared for Air Raids: 
Fach House Has 2 to 10 Wardens 








+ 

Stretching Their Own | Every theatre in New England has 
from two to 10 trained air wardens, 
ioe oes recruited from among house staffs, 
_ Hollywood, Jan. 13. and the houses themselves are al- 
Wartime rubber shortage is /ready, or soon will be, entirely 
revolutionizing the transporta- equipped to meet any emergency, 
tion system in film studios, par- Henry Anderson, head of Para- 
ticularly on location trips. To mount’s insurance department, re- 
save tires, Paramount has |/ports on his return from a trip to 

ordered that taxicabs, instead of | Boston and other towns. 
studio cars, be used whenever He states that under the direction 


possible on passenger hauls. 

Other studios are expected to 
adopt the same method within 
the next few weeks. 


of Sam Pinanski, partner in the 
| M. & P. circuit, highly efficient plans 
| have been perfected for the protec- 
|} tion of theatre patrons. The New 
_________ England territory is divided into 

nine areas, each with a district war- 


FDR Talks to Be Piped bow who is answerable directly to 


| Pinanski., 

| Being head of theatre civilian de- 
Into Coast Theatres fense in New England, Pinanski is 
responsible only to James M. Landis, 
dean of the Harvard Law School, 
who has charge of all civilian de- 
fense in the country. 


Lombardo’s Pic, Mebbe 


announce- . 
; unce Guy Lombardo, currently at 
ments, under a ruling adopted by} Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., may go to 
the local Theatre Defense Bureau. , the Coast in the spring for another 
Theatre programs are to be re- ged PA taal hel gaa — 
; dent of Music Corp. of America, is 
arranged so that presi ‘ ‘oad- | 4; ; ? 
ger F ee broad |dickering such a contract. Lom- 
casts will be heard between shojvs.|bardo’s last picture was ‘Many 
In case of emergency news from the| Happy Returns’ for Paramount in 
Government, the pictures will be | 1934. 








Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 
Kvery film house and other places 
of amusement in the Los Angeles 
area will carry broadcasts from 
President Roosevelt and any other 
important government 














the 





interruptec if necessary. After any| If and when Lombardo goes to 
such broadcast, the National Anthem | the Coast he would originate his 
| must be played before resuming the | Saturday night radio series for Col- 
} performance, | gate from there. 
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FILMS UP, LISTENING LAGS 


Price-Fixing Bill, As It Now Stands, 
Exempts Press, Radio, Film Industries 


vv. 





Washington, Jan. 13. 

In regulating prices as a safeguard 
against inflation, the Federal Price 
Administrator must keep hands off 
the press, radio and the screen, un- 
der terms of the hodge-podge bill 
passed by the Senate Saturday (10), 
but still to be perfected in confer- 
ence with the House. 

Protection against government in- 
terference with rentals, time charges 
and circulation rates was provided 
by specific provisions circumscribing 
the price-fixer’s authority. The 
measure, which may yet be mate- 
rially altered before conflicts be- 
tween House and Senate versions are 
adjusted, stipulates that nothing 
shall be construed as providing legal 
basis for regulating the rates charged 
by any persons engaged in news- 

aper or magazine publishing, 
a SON motion picture produc- 
tion or exhibition. 

Though the press and radio had 
been taken care of by the Senate 
Banking & Currency Committee, no 
gafeguards were thrown around the 
film business until Senator Sheridan 
Downey, of California, brought the 

ubject up om the Senate floor 

ursday (8). He won unanimous 
acceptance of three amendments 

lacing motion pictures in the same 
category with the other media. The 
California Democrat commented ‘it 
would seem that the same principle’ 
applied to broadcasting and publish- 
ing ought to extend to films. 

Licensing of any media is ex- 
pressly forbidden, in addition. So 
there can be no interference with 
free speech, within the limits fixed 
by the Federal Censorship Director, 
the Senate stayed the hand of the 
Price Administrator and specifically 
denied him the power of life and 


death over newspapers, magazines, 
radio, or pictures. While general 


licensing is not contemplated, the 
— system is regarded as a club 
n the closet with which the Gov- 
ernment can -whip recalcitrants in 
Other businesses into line. Revoca- 
tion of a ticket would make a vio- 
lator shut up shop. 

How far the Price Administrator 
will go in setting ceilings hinges in 
large part on complicated 
stances. The priority and allocation 
system may tend to reduce the num- 
ber of commodities on which maxi- 
mums are decreed, but it is certain 
that many raw materials and fin- 
ished products consumed by radio, 
the press and pictures will be cov- 
ered. Preliminary steps already 
have been taken to impose a ceiling 
On newsprint; control has been ex- 
ercised over various chemicals; and 
it is likely that all electrical and 
mechanical goods will be regulated. 


War Plays Hob With 


Hair Imported For 





vv 





eircum- | 





| 


ron,’ 


Wigs of Pic ‘Juves’, 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Peace is hair-raising and war is 
exactly the opposite, according to 
the makeup departments of Holly- 
wood studios, which are suffering a 
famine of wigs once imported from 
Czechoslovakia and Japan. 

Early in the present war the blonde 
tresses of Czech maidens, cut off and 
sent to America to pay for their 
wedding garments, were cut off by 
the Hitler invasion. For a time the 
Crop of Japanese hair was sent to 
Hollywood and bleached, but Dec. 
7 put an end to that. Elderly film 
juves’ are reported buying gallons 
of glue to keep their toupees intact 
in winter breezes. 


Over It Like a Hawk 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
For the first time in their film 
Careers the Hawks brothers, Howard 
and William, are working together, 








as producer and director, on ‘Chey- the actors, hiding in the headquar- 


enne’ at RKO. 

William is producing and Howard 
is not only directing but doing the 
Story treatment, 








/ 


| prepare a leather embossed 


| Det. 


Patriotic Spelling 





New York. 
Editor ‘Variety’: 

Taking a leaf from the prac- 
tice recently inaugurated by the 
Chicago Public Library, I have 
arranged that the telephone op- 
erators in the Hotel Forrest use 
patriotic spelling. The girls now 
say: 

A for America, F for freedom, 
L for liberty, D for democracy, 
J for justice, E for equality, P 
for Pear] Harbor, R for Roose- 
velt, and V for victory. 

Ray H. Potter, 
Managing Director. 


Lambs Club Honors 
Warfield on 75th 
Birthday 2 Mos. Late 


David Warfield, oldest active mem- 
ber of the Lambs Club, was honored 
last Thursday (8) on his supposed 
75th birthday. His natal day was 
Nov. 6, but when it was decided to 
scroll 
the event was set back. After he 
listened to eulogies by Fred Waring, 
Lambs’ Shepherd; A. O. Brown, head 











of the New York Academy, and 
Austin Strong, Warfield arose and 
said: 


‘Everything they said about me is 
true’ and he got the expected guffaw. 
He then repeated his favorite story | 
of an acquitted horse thief, one of 
his repertory. 

Veteran actor was presented with 
the gold medal of the academy. Lat- | 
ter is an organization formed by the 
late Augustus Thomas in 1921 and is 
only occasionally heard about. Every | 

| 





two or three years the academy 
makes an award to men of letters | 
or of the stage. 

Warfield goes to the.club every | 
afternoon, hangs his hat on the} 
dome of a bronze bust of himself | 
and plays pinochle for a couple of | 
hours. 





HEAVY FLOW OF WAR | 
PIX FROM WARNERS: 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

War is the first syllable of Warn- 
and the studio is keeping up 
with its name by leading the film 
field in pictures with a_ timely 
martial slant. Six are in release and 
three more aré going out within two | 
months. 

Released are ‘Sergeant 
company’s heaviest money 
‘Navy Blues,’ ‘International Squad- 
‘You're in the Army Now,’ 
‘Target for Tonight’ and ‘They Died 


ers, 


York,’ 
maker; 


with their Boots On.’ Completed and 
aimed at distribution in the next 60 
days are ‘Captains of the Cloud 


a O ADs 
‘Dangerously They Live’ and ‘All 
Through the Night.’ 


FILMS HELP POLICE 





Coppers Use Camera to Cinch 
Evidence Against Gamblers 





Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Numbers game _ collectors here 
have unwittingly been playing pic- 
ture actors for the police, who 
turned picture producers to clean 
up a ring of gamblers. The cops set | 
up cameras with telescopic lenses | 
near a suspected headquarters and 





in three days photographed 25 sus- 
pects who tossed their tickets and 


| money into a barn, then walked or 


| 


| ing the policy men, garnering 36 in 


drove away. 
Cops then ‘doubled’ for some of 


and grabbing the evidence 
They then began collar- 


ters 
tossed in. 


— 


three hours, 


AIR OIALING OFF 
67, CAB. FINDS 


Final Quarter of 1941 Shows 
Slide-Off of Radio Audi- 
ence—Reasons Not Clear 
but Lack of New Radio 
Personalities Is Thought 
Probable Cause 








PIC GROSSES UP 10% 





Radio listening was down about 
8%, while attendance at film thea- 
tres was up around 10% during the 
final quarter of 1941. The radio data 
is the C.A.B.’s_ The film compari- 
son is ‘Variety’s.’ Basis of compari- 
sion is to 1940’s final three months. 

The 8% drop of radio listening is 
not necessarily either permanent or 
ominous. Nor are the causes com- 
pletely clear. However, it is thought 


the size of the radio audience is off 
just now because:— 

1. War dislocations together 
with more spending money pro- 
duce a yen to get out of the 
home and into the distraction 
spots. 

2. There has been a prolonged 
period of dullness in radio enter- 
tainment due to the advertiser 
policy of buying only proven 

(Continued on page 53) 


‘Abie's Irish Rose’ 
On Radio For 
Procter & Gamble 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ which had sec- 
ond longest run in Broadway history, 








. i 
| goes on the air next week as regu- | 


lar presentation in the ‘Knicker- 


bocker Playhouse’ 
Procter & 
(WEAF). 


ducer-director of the legit play, will 


Gamble on NBC-Red 


script and direct the radio version. 
Show will continue in the 8-8:30 spot 
Saturday nights. ‘Playhouse’ now 
Chicago, but effective 


‘Abie,’ it 


originates in 
Jan, 24, 
moves to New York. 

Besides its run of five years on 
Broadway, ‘Abie’ played extensively 
on the road and in 
countries. It 


with the start of 


several 


was also 


picture and a legit revival was done 
in New York five seasons ago. Mem- 
bers of the original Broadway cast 
re being considered for the radio 
edition 

Program will continue to plug 
Dreen shampoo. Kastor is the} 
agency. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 

Even while giving all out for Uncle 
Sam, the nation must keep up its 
entertainment, according to Con- 
gressman Melvin J. Maas of Minne- 
sota, House military committee mem- 
ber. Interviewed over KSTP while 
here for the government-to awaken 
Minnesotans to a realization of the 
nation’s present peril, Congressman 
Maas declared that any curtailment 
of our entertainment would tend to 
undermine public spirit and morale 
which are essential for victory. 

‘Entertainment doesn’t take away 





program for 


Anne Nichols, author-pro- | 


{tor at Columbia, 
| class of 66 writers. 


done as a} 


Army Commander 


Furthers Soldiers’ 


Own Shows; Ezra Stone, Kingsley, 
Dixie French Guide 30-Camp Plan 





Sappy Jappy Okay 





Clearance on the broadcasting 
of ‘Mr. Jap, You’re a Sap’ has 
now been granted by NBC and 
CBS. Was previously refused. 

Carl Hoff has been doing the 
number over Mutual for the 
past several weeks. 








Coast Committee Setting 
Patriotic Show Routes 
For 250 Name Players 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Hollywood Victory Committee for 
stage, screen and radio has been set 
up to coordinate the designation of 
free talent for patriotic and humani- 


tarian campaigns. Over 250 name 
players have pledged their coopera- 
tion. 

Slated for out-of-town appearances 
are Carole Lombard, Indianapolis; 
Mickey Rooney, Boston; Wallace 
Beery, Louisville; Dorothy Lamour, 
New York, Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton. 
| Allan Jones and Irene Hervey will 
tour army camps and Bill Boyd will 
do a month’s bond and stamp selling 
campaign. Others scheduled for 
early hopoffs east are James Cagney, 
Bette Davis, Rosalind Russell, Pat 
O’Brien, Tyrone Power, Betty 
Grable, Gene Autry, Judy Canova, 
Walter Huston, John Garfield, Gary 











Cooper, Ginger Rogers, Kay Kyser, | 


Cary Grant. 
| Committee members are Fred 
| Beetson of the Hays office, Kenneth 
| (Continued on page 53) 


‘20TH SETS SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR COLUMBIA U SCRIBE 





Hollywood, Jan. 13 
First academic scholarship in the 
history of the motion picture indus- 


try is the one endowed by 20th-Fox 
to be awarded to a student of the 
Columbia University School of 
Journalism. Winner will be selected 
by Morrie Ryskind, special truc- 


from this year’s 
Ryskind is a Co- 
lumbia alumnus 

Lucky scholar gets transportation 
to Hollywood and $50 a week for 
six months, with an option for an- 
other half-year at $75 a week. 


foreign | 


Stuart Would Enlist 


Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 13. 
Gilchrist Stuart, who plays the 
of ‘Wales’ in ‘Yank in the RAF 

sought enlistment at the RCAF - 
cruiting depot here re t 

A British actor, St 
Hollywood in 1938 under contract to 
| Paramount 


Congressman Maas Calls Diversion 


An Aid to Nations War Effort 


from war effort in any way, but, on 
the contrary, helps to increase it,’ as- 
serted Congressman Maas. ‘If sol- 
diers’ families and war workers are 
happy and contented, our war effort 
will be the greater and more effec- 
| tive. I sincerely hope that the peo- 
ple will go on laughing. 
we laugh we can’t be beaten.’ 


Congressman Maas said that, in his | 
| opinion, it is not outside the realm of | | 
| possibility for the Japs to invade the | | 


| United States’ west coast success- 
|fully and drive the Americans back 
| beyond the Rocky mountains. 


As long as | 


- -_—_—__-—_— 


Dissatisfied because of the infre- 
quency of professional shows being 
sent into Army camps, and feeling 
that entertainment provided by sol- 
diers themselves is a much greater 
morale-builder than outside shows, 
the Army’s Second Corps Area 
(New York, New Jersey, Delaware 
and part of Maryland) headquarters 
is pushing a large-scale program of 
home-grown theatricals. 


Theatre units of three men—‘pro- 
ducer,’ technical director and music- 
al director—are being set up and 
given permanent status in each of 
the approximately 30 camps and 
posts in the area. Soldiers who 
|comprise these units in most cases 
were professionals in one branch of 
the theatre or another before the 
army got them. 


In addition, each camp is getting 
a generous allotment of stage equip- 
ment—scenery, props, spots, dim- 
/mer board, and such—which some of 
the actors turned soldiers have 
sleuthed out of warehouses where 
they were stored when the Federal 
Theatre Project demised. Large 
quantities of the FTP equipment is 
said to be in Government store- 
rooms and easily available to camps 
in all areas. 





Many of the units are already at 
work, putting quickie shows on for 
capacity audiences (they’re all free) 

(Continued on page 20) 





-WINCHELL, OTHERS PLAN 
GARDEN NAVY GALA 


| Committee of theatrical and Navy 
Relief officials, including Lieut. Com- 
| mander Walter Winchéll, met at the 
| Astor hotel, New York, yesterday 
(Tues.) to lay plans for a big bene- 
fit for the Navy Relief Society, 
scheduled to take place at Madison 
Scuare Garden, N. Y., March 10. 

Event is to be patterned after the 
‘Night of Stars’ annual affair for the 
Jewish Federated Charities. 
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Decision on Schenck-Moskowitz 
Appeal Reserved After Name Attys. 


Hotly Argue Fed. 


+ 


Supported by two of the most im- 
portant attorneys in the country, 
former presidential candidate John 
W. Davis and Joseph E. Proskauer, 
former supreme court justice, Joseph 
M. Schenck and Joseph E. Mosko- 
witz, Monday (12) in N. Y. Circuit 
Court of Appeals battled a decision 
of a feggral jury finding them guilty 
of income tax evasion for the years 
1935-37. Justices Thomas W. Swan, 
Harrie B. Chase and Jerome Frank 
reserved decision after listening to 
the argument, which lasted all day. 

Davis spoke first for the defense 
and deciared that the Government 





had built up Joe Schenck as a, 
mythical man who spent lavishly. 
This was no myth, the attorney de-| 
clared, for Schenck entertains on a| 
terrific scale. No one who ever| 
went out with him could put his | 
hand in his pocket for any bill. The} 


attorney declared that there has been 
substantial errors in charge to the 
jury by Judge Grover Moscowitz, 
and also in that judge permitting 
certain evidence to go to the jury. 
He said that the entertainment ex- 
penses ini Hollywood fashion were, 


reasonable, ordinary and necessary | 





and that Schenck, to accomplish) 
large things, had to live lavishly. 
Davis declared there was no| 


foundation for the statement that | 
the records of Schenck were incom-| 
plete, concealed or tampered with.) 
He said that the U. S. conceded the) 
records to be astonishingly com-| 
plete. He declared Joe Moskowitz} 
had the wholly unenviable job of at- 
tending every first night opening in 
N. Y. and every cafe opening. 


The only part of the indictment 
which held him was the year 1936, in 
which the entire amount involved 
was $22,000. ‘It is curious to charge 
a willful conspiracy to these men for 
a sum that is so small, and it is also’ 
curious that they should engage in 
fraud over so little an amount,’ the 
attorney remarked sarcastically. He 
said that no evidence should have 
been admitted on Schenck’s election | 
bets of $25,000 against $15,000 in 1936, | 
as that had nothing to do with the 
case. 

Rebukes Trial Judge 

He rebuked Judge Moscowitz for 
being abrupt with the defense coun- 
sel. He again emphasized that the 
film business is peculiar in that en- 
tertainment i an important and 
necessary part cf it. 

Former Justice Proskauer then 
took over and told the court that the 
jury had been filled up with talk of 


gambling, entertaining a lady on a 
yacht, and that the entire courtroom 
atmosphere had been wrong. He de- 
clared the court’s charge to the jury 
to have been “terrible.’ He dis- 
cussed the Agua Caliente Jockey 
Club and Hotel sales. and said the 


Government could not prove Schenck 
had not lost by the He de- 
clared it was both big and proper of 
Schenck to have guaranteed 
friends against loss on the sale. 

‘The Government threw on 
shoulders the burden of proof 
the expenses were legitimate. This 
should their job,” he de- 
clared. He attacked the figures intro- 
duced by Lawrence W. Gibney, U. S. 


sale 


his 


our 
that 


have been 


Treasury man, on disallowed ex- 

penses, because there was ‘no evi 

dence to support these re He 

said Gibney admitted he put down 

What Government prosecuto1 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Bonds cost as little as $18.75. | 
stamps come as low as 10 | 
cents. Defense bonds and | 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased | 
at retail stores, 


Court Convictions 





Just Waste Paper 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
As an actor and_ director, 
Irving Cummings saved up his 
screen scripts for 25 years. As 
works of cinematic art they rep- 
resented millions of dollars. 
When Uncle Sam called for 
old paper, Cummings turned 
them in for $3.21. 


lark Calls Off 
Probe Into Films 
‘War-Mongering 








Washington, Jan. 13. 

Finis was written to the Senate's 
precedent-setting ‘preliminary’ in- 
quiry into film industry conduct— 
the investigation to decide whethe1 
to recommend investigation of al- 
leged war-mongering—when Senator 
D. Worth Clark (Idaho) last week 
disbanded his widely criticized sub- 
committee in behalf of ‘national 
unity.” As often predicted, the iso- 
lationists gave up the ghost without 


making even an interim report on 
the September hearings, which 
turned out to be a sensational suc- 


cess from the industry viewpoint. 
Unless the Interstate Commerce 

Committee pulls a surprise that will 

amaze even the most vengeful in- 


dustry foes, the last has been heard | 


about motion picture propaganda to 
get the United States into war. Now 
that the country is fighting for its 
life, the isolationists have thrown 
away their stilettos and it’s academic 
whether anybody (let alone Holly- 
wood executives) schemed to put us 
into the conflict. A report may be 
requested, though, just to summar- 
ize the reams of stenographic notes 
taken during the witch-hunt. 


‘GEHRIG VIA RKO 
LOOKS CERTAIN 


iel Gold- 
aistripute 


me 


Indications are that Sam 
wyn will continue to 
t uugh RKO for the t 
with at least his next 
Lou Gehrig biog. 


1 \ + 
through that 


peeing, 
picture, the 


aiscul 


that RKO sal 


LS 


Reported 


exploitation 


ibutor. 
and 
forces have already lined 
tative plans for the film 

Present plans for 
of the Gehrig film on or before 
April 16 so that it can be booked 
to coincide with the opening of the 
Providing the pro- 
in time, it to 
every town where 
date is 


up ten- 


call completion 


baseball season. 


luction readied 


spotted in 


i 


be 
a baseball scheduled 
Hampering 


e picture 


speedy complet 
Babe Ruth’ 
) \ 


. + te 
11TLiCU \ ] tCaCi- 


on oO! 


how to throw a 
hand gracefully 
Possibility is that 
be use 


| oY: tah A: 


Diana Barrymore. 
Tom Connors. 
Leonard Gaynor. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Francis S. Harman. 
Sidney Kent. 

Ernst Lubitsch. 
Manie Sacks. 
Michael Strange. 
Walter Wanger. 


L.A. to N. Y. 
Neil Agnew. 
Herbert Baker. 
Elisabeth Bergner. 
Whitney Bolton. 
Samuel Bronson. 
George Bruce 
Charles Coburn. 
Jack Cohn 
J. V. Connelly. 


likely to be sold } 


Sees 10,000 Theatres 
In March of Dimes Drive 


With more than 7,000 theatres 
enrolled in the March of Dimes cam- 
| paign, Harry Brandt, co-chairman 
and himself a circuit operator, be- 
‘lieves that ultimately over 10,000 pic- 
'ture houses will make collections. 
| Some theatres will make collec- 
ltions in the auditoriums instead of 
| the lobbies, with nearly 2,000 already 
| having decided on this method of 
|collection. Last year all theatres 





i confined the campaign to the lobbies. | 


Coast ‘Dimes’ Drive 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 

‘Marck of Dimes’ collection cam- 
‘aloes in the theatres of Southern 
/California and Arizona will march 
on its own feet this year instead of 
'eollaborating with the Red Cross 
| drive. as originally planned. Public 
‘appeal for President Roosevelt's 
|Infantile Paralysis Foundation will be 
learried on through a committee 
| headed by two chairman, Charles P, 
Skouras, representing the Fox-West 
Coast and other chains, and Robert 
Poole as representative for the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Associa- 
tion. 

Special trailer, prepared by Frank 
| Whitbeck of Metro, with Clark 
|Gable appealing for donations, has 
'been made into 897 prints, running 
ithree minutes each, for distribution 
iin every theatre in California and 
Arizona, starting Jan. 22. 


Govt Films Only 
Slowing Disney 's 
eature Output 











and 
general manager of Walt Disney pro- 
ductions, Monday (12) stated that 
Disney studios would continue pro- 
duction of feature-length cartoons 
despite fact Government pictures are 
currently using approximately 60% 
of studio facilities. He admitted that 


| 

: ' 

| Roy Disney, executive v.p. 
| 


work on ‘Peter Pan’ has _ been 
slowed, since Government films get 


priority, and is not likely to be de- 
livered in 1942. 

Some of the top Disney animators 
i have reportedly been taken off ‘Peter 
Pan’ temporarily .and assigned to 
Government pictures. Disney said, 


and that skeleton crews would mean- 
work on the picture 
and on another feature-length pro- 
duction, ‘Wind in the Willows.’ 
Though no deal has yet been made 


time continue 


with RKO for distribution of Dis- 
| ney’s South American shorts, under- 
standing is that arrangements are 
pending and Disney will continue 
releasing through RKO, delivering 
24 instead of 18 regular shorts next 
season in addition to the S. A. pic- 
tures 

Currently workin on 20 U. S. 
Covernment shorts in addition to 
four Canadian government pictures, 
possibility is foreseen that govern- 


ment-film production may be further 
increased at the studios. Several’ad- 


| ditions to the Disney studio staff 
|; were made last week to handle 
heavier schedules 

Financial situation at Disney 
studios, resulting from large frozen 


negative backlog, is reportedly eas- 


ng with ‘Dumbo’ and ‘Fantasia’ in 
general release Indications are, 
noweve!l t a Sinclair Le story, 
301 cn Was pla nea, n be 
helved 
Ro: id Walt Disney huddled with 
Government officials on film pro- 
|< tior Washington last eek, 
|} the former coming into N. Y. for a 
| fe a hile latter’ returned to 
| the Coast 
| 
Bette Davis. 


Olivia de Havilland. 
Peggy Diggins. 
Brian Donlevy. 
Arthur Farnsworth. 
Robert Gillkam. 
June Havoc. 

William R. Hearst, Jr. 
Dennis Hoey. 

Ben Kalmenson. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Alexander Korda. 
David Lewis. 
Florence MacMichael. 
Gertrude Musgrove. 
Merle Oberon. 

Pat O’Brien. 

Richard Patterson. 
Clifford W. Smith. 
Bill Stern. 

' Lana Turner. 





however, that ‘Pan’ is fully financed } 


Film Distribs Vision Government Tax 
On Film Rentals, Akin to World War | 


> 
i 





Can’t Ersatz That 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Night exteriors are being 
filmed on the 20th-Fox lot for 
the first time since Dec. 7. Ex- 
periments in daytime shooting, 
with night effects through light 
filters, were tried by H. Bruce 
Humberstone on ‘To the Shores 
of Tripoli,” but were found in- 
effective at long range. 

Night shooting will continue 
unless there are further black- 
outs. 








‘43 Budget Vague 
On Expenditures 





Washington, Jan. 13. 

Exact amount of money the Fed- 
eral Government will spend for mo- 
picture activities — including 
cinematic propaganda—in the fiscal 
year opening July 1 remains a mys- 
tery despite unveiling of President 
|Roosevelt’s 1943 budget. Annual 
}money program handed Congress 
|last week was extremely vague be- 


cause of the war and inability to 
make definite plans far in advance. 


tion 





| The spending plan showed a de- | 
| termination to carry on the cultural | 
a State Department | 
| activity, but threw no light on the | 


\film program, 


|emergency propaganda agencies. Re- 
| quests for such outfits as the Office 
| for Emergency Management—the ad- 
|ministrative tent covering many 


units engaged in defense operations | 
later, | 
when the trend of hostilities*may be 


i—will be sent to Congress 
clearer. 

Though the budget is essentially a 
| question-mark for film industry ob- 
servers, Congress learned the Navy 


plans to spend the same amount of 


cash ($125,000) for purchase and 
|rental of films, and the State De- 
|partment will put $36,300 into the | 
‘educational motion picture pro- 
|gram.”’ Just how much the Army 
wants for soldiers’ entertainment 
was not shown, but the War De- 
partment was allotted $3,512,000, a 


drop of $42,000 under current funds, 
for all kinds of recreation. 

The future lump-sum _ appropri- 
ations unquestionably will include 
yig items for purchase and produc- 
tion of films. Most of the alpha- 
betical outfits, particularly those cre- 
ited the shooting started in 
Europe, will be getting cash for mo- 
tion picture work, 

The Agriculture Department’s ap- 
propriation for motion picture work 
sliced nearly $20,000 Budget 
recommendation to Congress called 
for $55,300 compared with total of 
$74,500 available this year. 


RKO WASHES UP 
SKED IN 9 MOS. 


Jan 
For the first time ) its history 

RKO complete the 
*s output in 


Only four 


since 


wp 
Was 








Holly Wood 


whole Sea- 
less than nine month 
pictures remain to 
1941-42 schedule, with 
coasting until April 
on picture deals taking 


the 


studio 


up the 
and 
those lav- 
offs : 


Roddan with MPPDA 


Washington, Jan. 13. 


it for the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors of America locally 
last week. He left the Democratic 
National Committee a few weeks 
ago, after several years as aide to 
Publicity Director Charles Michel- 
son. Previously was with Interna- 
tional News Service, covering the 
Senate and White House. 

He will help MPPDA on Congyes- 
isional and public relations. 





For Film Needs 


wash | 


Edward Roddan, ghost-writer and | 
advisor to former Postmaster Gen- | 
eral James A. Farley, began legging | 





In addition to expectation of an 
increased admissions tax which in- 
directly affects them, especially 
when film is on percentage, distribu- 
tors are vitally concerned over a 
Federal impost on film rentals. 
Believed that this is certain to come 
and that it may be embraced in a 
national sales tax such as under con- 
sideration in Washington now. 

During the last world war the 
Government imposed a 5% tax on 
net film rental, Whether or not the 
same amount of tax, if levied, may 
be made a part of the new tax pro- 
gram to take care of $9,000,000,000 
in additional taxes required by the 
Government, is a question. It may 
be more and instead of a tax on the 
net rental, gross license fees paid to 
the distributors may be used 

There is also a possibility that if 
distributors are to be taxed on film 
| sold, it may be a flat assessment on 
| each reel shipped to theatres, based 
|on the number of days the film is 
used, although this would create a 
hardship where the account buys its 
film at a low price. 

At present distribs are collecting 
local city sales taxes on film rentals 
from exhibitors, with latter paying 
the tax. In New York City this tax 
must be paid by exhibs even where 
they operate outside of the city 
limits because they get their film 
from N. Y. exchanges. 





Upped Admissions Tax Yield 


Washington, Jan. 13. 

Uncle Sam is counting on nearly 
$160,000,000 toward war costs next 
year from. amusement and _ sports 
| seekers, plus additional millions 
from persons purveying diversion to 
the general public, to say nothing of 
the huge amounts to be collected in 
income taxes, both individual and 
} corporate. 

Considering both the lowered 
emptions and the hoped-for inc1 
| in business, due to the bigger 
ume of money in circulation and ac- 
centuated desire get-away-from 
it-all that is a war characteristic, the 
Treasury Department advised Con- 
the 10% turnstile bite next 
year ought to bring in $159,600,000. 
This compares with $70,963,094 last 
year (when the tax began at 2lc), 
and the prospective $122,600,00C in 
the fiscal year ending next June 30. 

These amusement figures include 
in addition to all classes of theatres, 
sporting events of every description, 





ex- 
ease 


VOol- 


to 


gress 


bowling alley admissions, night 
clubs, ete.. from which the yield is 
very high. 

The estimates do not presume any 
change in the tariff, which now ap- 
plies to dueats from 10c up, and 
no suggestion has been made hat 
the rate should be raised, though 
President Roosevelt wants to boost 
the Government’s over-all income 
by $9,000,000,.000 more during the 


fiscal year 1942-43. 

The sibility that Congress wil 
dust off idea of a 15% bite on ticket 
buyers cannot be overlooked, in view 
the straits to which the legisl: 
tors will have to go to produce the 
amount of revenue requested in the 
budget message. Nothing in the 
President’s annual discussion of fiscal 
particularly on the 
amusement tax, though he si t 
| heavier ‘selective excise’ levies, men- 
tioning particularly luxuries 
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ious kinds will 
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production restriction for 
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tance, cut 
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rad Os, 
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ecords payoff on pl 


tographic should 
ger. 

New license fee on bowling al- 
leys and billiard tables should wield 
$1,500,000 in the coming fiscal year, 
a rise of $400,000, and the return 
from permits for pinball games and 
slot machines should be $5.700.000. 
a $1,500,000 gain, according to the 
| revenue estimators. 

The estimated yield from the bite 
On radios and phonographs is $12,- 
100,000, a drop of $1,100,000. Pho- 
tographic equipment sales should 
| bring $11,200,000, or $5,100,000 more 
than the anticipated yield for the 
current annum. 

Amusement providers will shou!l- 
der a substantial part of other spe- 
cial taxes, such as that on light 
bulbs and electric signs, and will be 
hit, of course, by the much stiffer 
income levies that apply on 
} March 15. 


be 
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GLAMOUR IN 











Extension of Par’s Pensioning Plan 


Progressing to Point Where Selection 
Of 20-30 Execs Already Being Made 





—_— 





Details in connection with extend- 
ing the Paramount pension plan be- 
yond the 10 top officials of the com- 
pany, for whom the retirement in- 


surance was arranged in 1937, are 
being worked out to the point where 
those who will be favored by the 
pensioning are being selected. 

Reported that more than 20 and 
possibly ¢loser to 30 executives of 
the company will be added to the 
list for retirement at 65, with the 
equivalent of 20% of théir salaries 
set aside for them, or, in the event 
of their demise meantime, for their 
heirs. 

The list’is said to be incomplete, 
but understood those who are defin- 
itely assured of being included in 
the pension plan, or under consid- 
eration, includes the following: 

Leonard H. Goldenson, in charge 
of all Par theatre operations; Sam 
Dembow, Jr., and Leon Netter, 
executive assistants to Goldenson; 
M. F. Gowthorpe, comptroller of the 
theatre department; Eddie Hyman, 
assistant to Dembow; E. A. Brown, 
general cashier; Joseph P. McLaugh- 
lin, personnel director; Claude Lee, 
public relations counsel and exhibi- 
tor contact; Henry Anderson, head 
of the insurance department; G. B. J. 
Frawley, in charge of exchange op- 
erations; Charles Reagan, assistant 
general sales manager; Joe Unger, 
eastern division sales manager, 
George Smith, western division sales 
manager; Oscar Morgan, short sub- 
ject sales head; C. J. (Pat) Scollard, 
executive assistant to Neil F. Agnew 
distribution chieftan; Frank Meyer, 
purchasing head; John E, McDer- 
mott, in charge of accounting; 
George Weltner, foreign sales execu- 
tive; Hiller Innes, executive produc- 
tion department, assistant to Russell 
Holman; R. M. Weitman, managing 
director of the Paramount theatre, 
N.Y.; A. J. Richard, head of the Par 
newsreel; Louis Phillips, assistant to 
Austin Keough, chief of the legal de- 

(Continued on page 24) 


HAMMONS TALKING 
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Sub for Reality 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

No airports being available for 
picture filming, 20th-Fox has 
done the next best thing. 

Studio has laid out its own air- 
port and rented four planes to 
make it look like a landing 
field. 


U LINING UP 














Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Next season’s product at Universal 
is being lined up at studio huddles 
presided over by prexy Nate Blum- 
berg. 

Also attending the sessions are 
Matty Fox, William Scully, Charles 
Prutzman and Joe Seidelman. 


H. M. Warner Names 
His Aides In Red 


Cross H’wood Drive 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Harry M. Warner, chairman for 
the motion picture industry in the 
American Red Cross war emergency 
campaign, appointed a committee to 
represent all departments of the pic- 
ture making business in every stu- 
dio. 

Members are: Metro, Sam Katz, 
W. W. Craig, Harry Rapf, Cary Wil- 
son; Paramount, Y. Frank Freeman, 
Bob Hope, Jacob H. Karp, Henry 
Ginsberg; Republic, E. H. Goldstein; 








; RKO, Dan Winkler, Sol Lesser, Sid 
‘Rogell; Universal, A. H. 


McCaus- 
land; Warners, Jack L. Warner, Eddie 
Selzer: Selznick Productions, David 
O. Selznick; Independent Producers 





and United Artists, Harold Hurley, 


PROD. DEAL WITH PAR | Alexander Korda, George Bagnall; 
Hal 





Earle W. Hammons, who founded | 


the now defunct Grand National | 


company and prior to that Educa- | 


tional Pictures, which made shorts | 


Roach, Ted Thornton; Edward 


| Small, Tom Walker; Columbia, H. A. 


McDonnell; Samuel Goldwyn, Mar- 
vin Ezzell; Technicolor, Frank A. 
Davidson; Disney Productions, Gun- 
ther Lessing; Radio, Harry Maizlish; 


only, is reported discussing a deal | Screen Actors Guild, Edward Ar- 


with Paramount to make a feature | 
for release through that company. 


nold: Screen Directors Guild, Wil- 


liam Wellman, J. P. McGowan; 


Picture would probably be pro-| Screen Writers Guild, Ernest Pas- 


duced in the east. 


(Continued on page 22) 





All RKO Top Execs, Except Depinet, 


Sans Pacts Pending Stockholder Meet 


- + 


All top RKO executives with ex- 
ception of Ned Depinet, vice- 
president in charge of sales, are 
continuing with the company with- 
out contracts. RKO stockholders 
meeting, which directors had previ- 
ously considered calling for Decem- 
ber or January, will not be held 
until June. 

Though a shareholders meeting is 
not essential for signaturing of a 
deal with George J. Schaefer as 
prexy, since the Board can ratify 
the deal at any time, it is considered 
unlikely that Schaefer would be 
inked until stockholders meeting. 

Depinet’s contract expires Dec. 31, 
1942, Others have a general work- 
ing understanding for the time 
being. 

Schaefer issued an announcement 
Monday (12) advising of sharehold- 
ers’ meeting postponement. Decision 
reached following session of RKO 
board of directors. 





MORE COIN FOR EXTRAS 


Average Pay in December Hiked to 
$284,493 Total 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


December rose to $12.19 due to less 
use of $5.50 mobsters. 

Central casting called 23,333 dur- 
ing month for total payoff of $284,493. 


Hays’ Bond Hypo 


Will Hays will be the chief speak- 
er at the Indiana state-wide U. S. 
bond and savings stamp rally sched- 
ule for tomorrow (15) in Indian- 
apolis. He left N.Y. today (Wed.) 
for the Indiana metropolis. 

Carole Lombard, Indiana-born, is 
coming from Hollywood for the rally 








in Indianapolis’ Coliseum whick: is | 


|expected to attract about 25,000. 


vv 
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DEFENSE WORKER 
AS SCREEN HERO 


That’s Type of Propaganda 
Gov’t Wants From Holly- 
wood—Dr. Rosten Prob- 
ably Mellett’s Coast Rep 








‘JOE SMITH’ EXAMPLE 


Major propaganda task currently 
being laid out for the film industry 
in Washington is to glamourize the 
defense factory worker. While in 
the last war virtually all of Helly- 
wood’s romanticizing was done on 
soldiers—a comparatively easy job— 
the Government’s belief is that most 
important now is making the man 
behind the man behind the gun feel 
that his work is also exciting and 
dramatic. 

Change in propaganda characteri- 
zation is a reflection of the switch in 
methods of warfare. While the in- 
dividual was all-important in the 
battles of 1917, it’s mechanized equip- 
ment that counts in 1942. And it’s 
the lathe operator and mechanic 
who’s going to win the war by turn- 
ing out. more and more planes, guns 
and tanks. 

What the Government wants to get 
rid of is the word ‘slacker.’ It gained 
such connotation in the last war that 
workers in munitions factories and 
shipyards were made to feel they 
were shirking just because they 
weren’t in the front lines, These 
men, their mothers, wives, sweet- 
hearts and friends, must be made to 
see the importance and glory of their 
job. 

Task of steering the studios into 
the right channels is expected to fall 
on Dr. Leo Rosten, who, it is antici- 
pated, will be named Coast rep of 
Lowell Mellett. Mellett, director of 
the Office of Government Reports, 
was recently also given the job of 


(Continued on page 16) 


Stromberg Leaving 
M-G After 16 Yrs., 


Clash on Policies 





Hollywood, Jan. 13, 
Hunt Stromberg, top producer at 





istages of 


| P 
_ | ‘Thin 
Average daily wage for extras in | Powell and Myrna Loy. He won the 


| Metro, has handed in his resignation 


after 16 years on the Culver City 
lot. Resignation turned in two 


| weeks ago, is still being mulled by 
|the Loew’s directorate. Stromberg’s 
lecontract, expiring March 1, 1944, 
|calls for about $4,500 a week plus a 
| percentage of profits, making him 
lithe highest paid individual producer 


in the film industry. 

Resignation understood to be 
the result of differences over studio 
policies. He became a top producing 
factor at Metro after the death of 


Irving Thalberg and had supervision 
over high bracket pictures. Among 
|his production was the entire series 
of Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy musicals, last of which is ‘I 
Married an Angel,’ now in the last 


work. Another of his 
series of successful films was the 
Man,’ co-starring William 


1939 Academy award for ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl.’ 

There is some talk that he may 
become a producer for United Art- 
ists or Warners. Decision will be 
made after his resignation has been 
accepted. 


The Search Goes On 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Clark Gable and Lana Turner, who 
found each other in ‘Honky Tonk,’ 








where Ili Find You.’ 
Wesley Ruggles directs the search, 
| with Pandro Berman producing. 


—+ 





Oh, Johnny, Ugh 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Johnny Weissmuller is getting 
the snub from his old simian 
friends on the set at Metro. 

When he wore trousers for the 
first time in his new “farzan’ pic- 
ture, the monkeys uttered Dar- 
winian remarks that sounded 
like ‘dude.’ 


UA FINANCIAL 
SETUP DRAFTED 


-———- 











Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
New financial setup for future 
productions was outlined at a meet- 








ing of United Artists stockholders at 
Pickfair, attended by Mary Pick- 
ford, Charles Chaplin, David O. 
Selznick, Alexander Korda, Laudy 
Lawrence and Ed Raftery. 
Proposed changes in the by-laws 
will be discussed at another meet- 
ing of the owners here this week. 


day (Tuesday) to join in the huddles 
here. Talks will include product 
and discussion of new producers. 
Sam Wood and Hunt Stromberg are 
reportedly being negotiated into the 





VA fold. 


Harley Says U.S. Pix Did 
| Much for Brit. Morale; 


| 
| 











; tures have contributed immeasurably 
| to maintaining British morale during 
| the war, F. L. Harley, 20th-Fox man- 
| aging director in Great Britain, in 
the U.S. for home office confabs re- 
garding future quota production and 
other details, cited a recent instance 
of the way U.S. industry represen- 
tatives are meeting wartime ex- 


igencies. 


| He said that Paul Kimberley, Na-| 
tional Screen Service representative | 


at London, has been placed in charge 


of producing instructional films for! gt much more from corporate earn- 
the British army. Also that Kim-! 


berley is in charge of organizing the 


entire motion picture distrib setup 
in Great Britain for the military. 


| Questioned about the amount of de- 
fense or government pictures used} 
|on picture programs, Harley said | 


that five minutes of screen time is 


| given over to showing Ministry of 


Information military and 
films on each cinema show. 


defense 





are starting another tour of dra-| 
matic exploration at Metro in ‘Some- | 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


operations at Warners, stepped out 
| of that job to sign a five-year con- 
tract as unit producer, calling for 
four high budget pictures a year. 
New pact, signed over the weekend, 
will be announced officially tomor- 
row (Wed.) at a meeting of studio 
execs by Jack L. Warner, who will 
explain the new unit method of 
| operation being inaugurated on the 
Burbank lot. 

| Old Wallis contract had three 
| 


months to run. He had worked for | 
| the Warner outfit 18 years, starting | 
t signed a producer contract with the 
| Warners. 


as publicity director in 1924. His 
new pact calls for the choice of top 
|names in players, directors and 
| writers, 

Another announcement to be made 





V.p. and sales chief Grad Sears was | 
slated to train from New York to-|lower interest-bearing debentures, 
| Loew’s no longer is confronted with 
| a costly preferred issue and leaves 


Kimberley’s Gov't Post! 





Pointing out that American pic-| 


| shares. 
| second preferged shareholders would 


Film Cos. Financial Structures 
In Excellent Shape to Weather 42 
Expectancies in Tax Increases, Ete. 


vv 


Despite the vastly increased tax 
burden already certain, with addi- 
tional taxation a foregone conclusion 
this year, the film industry is going 
into 1942 with a sounder financial 
structure than it has had in years, 
While financial leaders in the pic- 
ture business generally view the 
1942 outlook as favorable, they 
have not been lax in setting their 
finances in shape for the future. 

Typical of this urge in recent 
months to further solidify their 
financial household to weather any 
storm is the Loew’s, Inc., action on 
its 342% debentures and preferred 
shares. Company executed possibly 
the lowest cost financing in ‘picture 
business history late in December. 
Loew’s took in these debentures at 
$102 and sold about $13,000,000 worth 
of new debs to a group of nine life 
insurance companies, their new de- 
bentures drawing only 3%. Also they 
carry no sinking fund for the first 
five years. At the same time the 
company called for the redemption 
of $13,672,200 worth of preferred 
stock next February, thereby saving 
$700,000 annually. Only additional 
financing required, because of the 
company’s streng cash position, was 
a $5,000,000 bank loan. 

Thus, besides giving the company 


the common shares first in line to 
benefit from earnings after requisite 
interest charges are paid each year. 
Even after paying the additional 
coin out of cash reserve on this 
twin-deal, Loew’s cash on hand, in- 
cluding bonds, will total around $25,- 
000,000 and giving the corporation an 
all-round strong liquid position. 
Paramount’s Refunding 
Paramount recently completed a 
refunding of its short-term notes on 
a long-term basis and next Febru- 
ary will redeem all outstanding 
second preferred. Besides the 
obvious saving in clearing out short- 
term loans with the 4% debentures 


|} and clearing up its old debentures, 


Par likely will be able to call in all 
its second preferred with the mini- 
mum of actually redeeming these 
Reason is that numerous 


rather have the common. shares 
(this preferred is convertible into 
common until Jan. 20.) than the 
cash. It addionally places Para- 
mount common stockholders to bene- 


ings whereas previously two pre- 


| ferred classes of stock had to be 


paid off before coin was. available 
for the common. 
20th and U 

Twentieth Centtry-Fox is con- 
fronted with no funded debt and has 
only $1.50 annually to pay out on a 
comparatively small amount of pre- 
ferred shares. Consequently, con- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Wallis Heads Own Production Unit 
At WB; Cagneys Forming Indie Setup 


ss at the Burbank meeting is the 
Hal B. Wallis, chief of production | future activity of James Cagney, 


who is reported forming a new 
actor-producer unit with his brother 
William. Actor’s pact expires with 
the completion of the George M. 
Cohan saga, ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ 
currently in work with William 
Cagney as producer. Negotiations 
now in progress will determine 


| whether the Cagneys will remain at 


the Warner studio, or take their pro- 
ducing unit elsewhere. 
Meanwhile Herman Shumlin has 


His first chore is ‘Watch 
on the Rhine,’ the Lillian Hellman 
anti-Nazi | play, which Shumlin 
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tes 
WR ate eee 


peony eta 


Ae prceane 


ay 


Si eceiinn’ _ctumeehiaeeneementad sedi el aia 


oe AE PLN A 


Say CenepepeE o 
Reith tee 


pee eT 


ti 


TRI 


ine ta TES % 
aOR, cA tanana ta tre tilly wants eae 


7 a 
a ae eee 


Dene itd ne ten a ee ee 
— c ben Ys \ an " - 5 


. 5 ~ | cee 
ne oe vicheenntwr Wali . on 

. ‘ tore 
nee “8 i porate bits 


" 


A NREL IA Teg 2" 
oteneien 


Aon 
se ee mami es 


menongre-erwenagan serpent 


eee 


(ate 


non 


4 


2 e ; “ . _ ges 
ni ee Te Pi: fcc aes I ot 


“Sects Semana cnn wwe ~ 


OE te AE 


Ss 





* 


Oa Ry Be Pe ey 


iil eeadllin ancineheaecaiaiaineeet cancementalicatemnaek peeeeetiaaiaenea times tis: chased aca 
: : SERS 





—- 


idle ome 











nea eae eer = SPOS 


et ee me 


were 


i > 
a 


Ce 


rae 








ns 


ee 


ns 





+ tag RR 


—s 


erat 


t 


5 NOES oc Soe Fina titan So 


) 
i} 


6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 14, 1942 





Tough 


Demands of Coast Locals 


Dim Hope of Early N.Y. Agreement 


Although producers may be in for 
a long siege with Coast locals in the 
face of demands made at sessions 
being held in New York, intention 
of the studio group, headed by Pat 
Casey, chairman of the labor com- 
mittee, is to see it out on the east- 
ern end this time rather than shift 
parleys back to Hollywood, as oc- 
curred last fall when reaching a 
stalemate. Casey states that the 
deal, which may be long in the 
making, will be concluded in N. Y., 
although final papers may be signa- 
tured on the Coast. 


While scores of working conditions 
are being demanded by the eight 
IATSE studio locals, many of them 
of a troublesome nature, there is 
some belief that the war emer- 
gency may render it easier to reach 
a compromise than otherwise would 
be the case. However, the war may 
create another problem in that pro- 
ducers may be forced to confine 
work to studios, preventing loca- 
tion work, shooting in streets, etc. 
Casey points out in this connection 
that if deals are made in N. Y. the 
producers may not even be able to 
carry them out to the letter for this 
reason. 


Meantime, however, negotiations 
are going along to include outdoor 
work, trucking, and the like, and 
should the Government impose re- 
strictions later that would be a 
bridge that would be crossed when 
coming to it. 


No Definite Stand 


Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
IA, and Louis Krouse, general sec- 
retary-treasurer, are sitting in on 
the N. Y. conferences between pro- 
ducers and studio locals, but so far 
have taken no definite stand. They 
are listening to the parleying at 
daily sessions which started 10 days 
aco, but it's presumed by producer 
sources that Walsh and Krouse are 
having meetings with Coast union 
representatives on the outside to 
ecnsider action, demands, etc. 


The eight locals represented at the 
N. Y. meetings are the property- 
men, grips, lamp operators, sound- 
men, makeups, wardrobe workers, 
cameramen and_ studio laborers. 
Putting in a blanket set of con- 
ditions to apply to all, they have 
one by one come before the pro- 
ducers group to present their in- 
dividual demands, including in- 
creases ranging from 20 to 30%. 
Starting at the top, they are also 
asking for many working conditions, 
some of which are meeting with 
strong resistance from the pro- 
ducers. Conditions of some are re- 
garded as less insurmountable than 
of others, with not so much trouble 
seen particularly from the sound- 


men, makeups and wardrobe work- 
ers. 4 
Conditions 

The blanket conditions include 


the following: 

Six-hour day with time-and-half 
for overtime and, after 7 p.m.,, 
double time; time-and-half on grave- 
yard shift after 12 midnight; triple 
time for golden hours (time follow- 
ing 16 hours of consecutive work), 
with meal included; double time for 
Sundays; on separate calls of six 
hours time-and-half for callbacks 
within worktime, with double time 
for Sundays and holidays; wages of 
overscale employees not to be re- 
duced; no cancellation of a call with- 
out pay; immediate payment on lay- 
offs rather than within 24 hours; 
payment when finishing work rather 
than by individual departments; 
mandatory time out for meal after 
seven hours of work; furnishing of 
meals, including at midnight, when 
there are no meal facilities such as 
on location; that all studio scales 
prevail while on location; all travel 
time to considered as work time; and 
vacations of one or two weeks with 
pay, depending on length of service. 

Following the sifting of all de- 
mands of the various IA studio lo- 
cals by the Casey committee, it will 
confer with top h.o. executives to 
determine what  counter-proposals 
shall be made. Casey, Fred Pelton, 
his assistant, and representatives of 
the studio on Casey’s committee, met 
over the weekend among them- 
selves to weigh the proposals so far 
made. They huddled on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. through to midnight and 
all day Sunday. 

John R. Martin, president, and 
Norval Crutcher, v.p., of Local 683, 
Laboratory Technicians, are reported 
here as observers to see that other 





Japs’ Billing 





What may become a term gen- 
erally applied to the Japs hence- 
forth is used by Gregory Abbott 
and assisting commentators sev- 
eral times in the newsreel spe- 
cial on the war, gotten out by 
Paramount News. 

They are referred to as Y.B.’s, 
or Yellow Bellies. 


FAR EAST SNAGS 
STILL PLAGUE 
US. COS. 


Problems connected with, distribu- 
tion in the Far East and Australasia 
occupied the attention of foreign 
sales chiefs last Thursday (8) at 
the usual huddle at the Hays 
office. Film company home office 
executives are still unable to com- 
municate with their different man- 
agers in the Far East war zone. 
Foreign managers, however, are able 
to communicate with New Zealand 
and Australia by cable. 


The problem of getting a steady 
flow of prints to this market is prov- 
ing a tough chestnut. What few 
prints are going through are being 
routed around South Africa. None 
thus far has been sent by the Pa- 
cific route. 

Foreign chiefs have no report re- 
garding the new frozen coin pact 
with New Zealand. The U. S. for- 
eign department soon will begin 
working on the new frozen money 
arrangement with Australia, al- 














though actual negotiations will not | 


be started until year-end figures are 
in. Present 12-month agreement 
with the Anzacs will not expire un- 
til next March. 


BRIT. PRODUCTION UP 
507, Says ROBT. KANE 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Production activity in London 
picked up 50% for 20th-Fox in Eng- 
land since the British capital under- 
went bombing, according to Robert 
Kane, 20th supervisor in England. 
He said every studio has been given 
enough material and equipment to 
keep three pictures going at all 
times, 

Kane, who is spending two months 
in studio confabs, said the greatest 
shortage in England was in technical 
personnel and sound stages, the 
latter being used as military ware- 
houses. He added that exhibitors 
were doing unusually well. 


Memphis Will Finally 
Get ‘The Little Foxes’ 


Memphis, Jan. 13. 


‘Little Foxes’ is finally dated for a 
Memphis screen. Months of bicker- 
ing over terms and playdate were 
finally ended when M. A. Lightman 
bought the RKO feature for his 
Malco. Opens Jan. 23. 

Town had been inquiring about 
film version of play in which Tal- 
lulah Bankhead drew packed houses 
when here. Critics were also con- 
fused because they couldn’t consider 
this one in their annual ‘10 Best’ 
ratings. 

















than they did in negotiating their 
own contract with the studio last 
summer. 


Attending the N. Y. conferences 
in addition to Casey and Pelton, are 
Nicholas M, Schenck (Loew’s), S. 
R. Kent, W. C. Michel and Fred S. 
Meyer (20th-Fox); Barney Balaban 
and Charles Boren (Par); George 
J. Schaefer and Reginald Armour 
(RKO); Louis Schwartz and William 
Hopkins (Col); Joe Hazen and Car- 
roll Saxe (Warners); John J. O’Con- 
nor and Dave Garber (U), and 
Keith Glennon (Goldwyn), plus the 





biz agents or other representatives 


IA locals do not get a better break! of the studio locals themselves. 


local 


mates. 











Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Anne Baxter’s player pact re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 

Betty Culwell signed to minor 
contract by Metro. 

Linda Darnell drew an option lift 
at 20th-Fox. 

Bill Edwards handed actor ticket 
by Warners. 

Frank Orth inked deal at 20th- 
Fox. 

Rene Haal renewed by RKO. 

Anne Todd's moppet option 
picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Cass Daley drew player contract 
at Paramount. 

Lorraine and Rognan, dance team, 
signed by Paramount, 

Marie McDonald’s player option 
lifted by Universal. 

Anthony Quinn handed new ticket 
by 20th-Fox. 

Davy James, one-year-old moppet, 
signed by Columbia. 

Gil Lamb inked player pact at 
Paramount. 

David Gorcey, Bobby Stone and 
Sammy Morrison signed by Sam 


Katzman for four more ‘East End 
Kids’ features. 
Barbara Moffett, rodeo rider, 


drew a player contract at RKO. 


Bill George signed to play west- 


erns for Harry Sherman at Para- 
mount, 


Billy Lee’ inked’ two-picture 


player deal at Monogram. 


Jules Rachman, Who 





Served 9 Yrs. for Dual 
Killing, Dies in Omaha 


Omaha, Jan. 13. 
Jules Rachman, for many years a 
motion picture theatre man- 
died in a hospital here last 





ager, 


Sunday (11) night from a malignant 
growth. He had been out of prison 


for more than a year, having been 
sentenced to serve 15 years for the 
slaying of Harry and Sam Golberg. 


Rachman’s penchant in prison for 


developing theatricals worked for 


in- 
Hence, he was given a_parole 
after serving nine years. Since 
paroled, Rachman had a film busi- 
ness promption plan. 

Rachman is_ survived by his 
mother and sister. Funeral was held 
here today (Tuesday). 


‘KANE’ IN PHILLY AFTER 
LONG RKO, WB DISPUTE 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

Philadelphians are to get a gan- 
der at Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ 
at long last. The film has been 
booked to go into the Stanley- 
Warner Aldine following the com- 
pletion of the run of ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.’ 

‘Kane’ has been the subject of con- 
tinued controversy between the 
Warner circuit and RKO. Ted 
Schlanger, Warner zone boss, main- 
tained that RKO’s terms for the film 
were too exorbitant. RKO stood by 
its guns. What apparently caused a 
change in the situation was the an- 
nouncement that 
voted the best film of 1941 by the 


the physical reconstruction of 





basnas . , 
| National Board of Review of Motion 


Pictures. Local film critics asked in 
their columns why the third largest 
city in the U. S. had not yet been 
shown 1941’s top film. Especially 
since it had been screened in At- 
lantic City, Reading, Harrisburg and 
other nearby communities eight to 
10 months ago. 





Oscar Hunters Deadlined 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

All entries for awards in shorts 
subjects and feature-length docu- 
mentary films must be registered be- 
fore Jan, 22, under a ruling by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. 

Shorts are divided into three 
classes: cartoons or other animation 
photography, shorts of 1,000 feet or 
less, and those over 1,000 feet and 
under 3,000 feet. This is the first 
time the Academy has recognized 
documentary films. Classed as spe- 
cial awards, one will be given for 
the best feature-length and one for 
the best short. 





‘Kane’ had been} 


Hoke Always Paid Off Big, But 0. & J. 
Make ‘Em Pay $4.40 for It on B way 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., Jan. 18. 
Dear Joe: 


Received your letter telling me about the new shows and some of the 
old ones you saw in New York. It sure makes me and Aggie plenty home- 
sick. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ I knew was a hit. We sure would have 
loved to have seen our pal John Alexander in it. ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
with all those young kids in it, must be a wow the way you write about 
it. I'd like to see that show with all the future ‘Stardust’ sprinkled all 
over the stage. ‘Blithe Spirit,’ Noel Coward’s new hit, that boy can 
write plenty good stuff, and John Golden’s ‘Claudia’ you wrote me was 
a hit when it opened. Pemberton I know will make a hit out of ‘Cuckoos 
On the Hearth.’ He’s a great showman and knows ail the angles. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ with my pal Jay C. Flippen, will give his bosses a run 
for their dough and I’m tickled to death that our old pals, Georgie Jessel 
and Sophie Tucker, are knocking ’em for a goal in ‘High Kickers.’ Two 
great kids, one discovered by Gus Edwards and the other discovered Gus 
Edwards. I hope Fred March and Fiorence Eldridge kick 'em over with 
‘Hope For a Harvest.’ ‘Junior Miss’ you say is a hit; well we certainly 
hope so, not only for the troupers but for our old pal, Max Gordon. 

What you say about ‘Lady in the Dark’ nobody has to worry about. 
Danny Kaye finally came into his own with ‘Let’s Face It.’ I love to see 
a talented young guy like him hit the trail to stardom. Howard Lindsay 
and Dorothy Stickney, in ‘Life With Father,’ must be a wow the way you 
explain it. Two great troupers and deserve every inch of standing room. 
Maurice Evans and Judith Anderson in ‘Macbeth’ is over my head, but 
the notices you sent me are pips; they couldn't get any better even if they 
were in vaudeville. ‘My Sister Eileen’ is still one of the toppers, which 
me and Aggie like to hear. Ethel Merman and my pals, Frankie Hyers, 
Pat Harrington, Red Marshall and Jimmy Kelso are still packing them in. 

‘Spring Again’ I would have loved to have seen because two of our 
favorite legits are in it, Grace George and C. Aubrey Smith. We would 
have also loved to have seen Cornelia Otis Skinner in John Golden's 
‘Theatre,’ because she comes from a talented father and has inherited 
plenty. Of course Ethel Barrymore in “The Corn Is Green’ is a hit—all 
Barrymores are. George Kaufman and Edna Ferber’s ‘The Land Is 
Bright’ you tell me is as bright as their authors which is practically 
dazzling. Glad to see a swell English actor, Edmund Gwynn, in ‘The 
Wookey’ making such a personal as well as a show hit. And ‘The Watch 
on the Rhine’ was never in doubt. 

But what you tell me about Olsen & Johnson’s new show, ‘Sons of Fun,’ 
tickles us to death. Not only because they're old friends but because 
there’s a lot of our pals in the shew like Bruce Evans, Donny Tompkins 
and Don Gautier, all swell talented guys, and we're glad for all the other 
great troupers in the show. It just goes to show you what ‘hoke’ can do 
if it’s presented right. You know all the big hits in vaudeville were ‘hoke’ 
comics," Ill never forget years ago when me and Aggie played on the 
bill with Will Rogers, he asked me wkat kind of an act a certain fellow 
did, and I said, ‘Oh, he’s baggy pants comic.’ And Bill said, ‘Oh you mean 
he gets the laugh’s!’ And that’s the truth, when you think of all the hoke 
comics that were the wows of the bills in vaudeville. You remember 
Roger Imhoff, Conn & Corinne? That was a hoke act, but done so beauti- 
ful, it was the biggest laughing act in vaudeville barring none. Remember 
Herb Williams with his ‘Spotlight,’ his misfit yellow shoes and breakaway 
piano. What a wow! Look at Clark & McCullough, that was plenty hokey 
but how well they did it was the answer. Ted Healey with his stooges was 
strictly hoke but did the customers laugh? I'll say. West, McGinty & 
West are still goaling ‘em; what a supreme hunk of hoke that is. 
Joe Jackson and his bicycle is the cameo of hoke. Sam and Kitty Morton 
were hoke artists, so is Chaplin, Laurel & Hardy, Leon Erroll, Florence 
Moore, Charlotte Greenwood, Elinore Sisters, Nicholl Sisters, Clark 
Sisters (now Rae and Mrs. Waterfall) Jimmy Durante, Ritz Bros., Slate 
Bros., Conlin & Glass, Dugan & Raymond, W. C. Fields, Chic York and 
Rosie King, Milt Britton & Co. Bert Baker & Co. Look at your list 
of radio comics....nearly all of ’em with belly laughs have ‘hoke’ bits to 
get 'em. Even Benny and Allen stick ’em in, Fibber McGee & Molly, 
Truth or Consequences (plenty tokerou), Rudy Vallee and John Barry- 
more, Al Pearce, Phil Baker, Lou Lehr, Eddie Cantor, Bob Hope. Even 
among fighters there’s plenty of hoke....Maxie Rosenbloom and Maxie 
Baer. So you gotta take your hats off to Olsen & Johnson who know how 
to ‘dish it out’ for $4.40 a dish and make you lick your plate, that’s how 
good it is. More power to ’em. 

Best to the gang, sez, 

Your pal, 

Ry Grandy sez:—Times are so tough they’re even cutting the wages 

of sin. 





Quick Vacations 


Miami, Jan. 13. 
Harry Gold, United Artists sales 


REISMAN ON S.A. SHORTS 


executive, his wife and Herman| Alfred Crown, of the distribution 
Robbins, president of National | division of the Office of the Co- 
Screen, left here following brief va- ordinator of Inter-American Affairs, 
cations. They started back for New | has returned to the U. S. after three 
York Monday (12). Gold left his| months in South America setting up 
yacht here, planning a later return,| distribution of 16mm shorts there. 
while Robbins left his wife and He’s in New York for huddles with 
yacht. | Phil Reisman, RKO foreign mana- 
| ger, who is heading releasing activi- 


BOLE, S.F. MGR., JOINING er is expected to head south 
EX-BOSS WORK AT U) 


again shortly. 
Setup in Latin America is for the 
CIAA division headed by John Hay 
Whitney to ship films to embassies 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. and consulates, which do the physi- 
George Bole, manager of the 
Golden Gate theatre, San Francisco, 
is joining his former boss, Cliff 
Work, at Universal within a few 


cal handling. Demand for the pic- 
tures by schools, clubs and organi- 

weeks. His duties at the studio have 

not yet been defined. 


zations is stimulated by U. S. cultural 
groups in each country. Films are 
shown free, with portable projectors 

Bole managed the Golden Gate for 
10 years, part of the time under 
Work, who was Coast manager for 


provided by embassies and _ con- 
sulates if necessary, 

RKO theatres and is now U studio 

production head. 


But Can He Crack B.0.? 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

“Twice elected an all-American 
quarterback, Frankie Albert becomes 
a film star through a contract with 
Columbia. 

Picture is tentatively titled ‘Spirit 
of Stanford,’ and slated for produc- 
tion in time for early autumn release. 

















SO WHAT HAPPENS? 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Robert Cummings draws the boy 
role in ‘Boy Meets Baby,’ next pro- 


duction by Henry Koster at Uni- 
versal. 


Picture is built on a legit comedy 








Stanford, of course, is Albert’s Alma 


by Regis Ginoux and Jacques Thery.' Mammy. 
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U.S. Newsreels Expect Permanent 


Joint War Coverage, a la Britain 





——_—__———— 


While hopeful of as much freedom 
eventually on war coverage as given 
daily newspapers, opinion in news- 
reel circles this week is that the five 
U. S. reels (Pathe, Paramount, 
Movietone, News of Day and Uni- 
versal) would have the British sys- 
tem of roto coverage permanently 
foisted on them despite generally un- 
satisfactory results achieved over 
there. Heads of all newsreels went 
down to Washington early last week 
to meet Lowell Mellett and attempt 
to learn his intentions regarding the 
newsreels and restrictions to be in- 
stalled on war coverage. 


The newsreels had a_ virtually 
unanimous selection for a newsreel 
man to work in Mellett’s govern- 
ment setup. The choice was flatly 
rejected by Mellett, who indicated 
his preference for Arch Mercey, sub- 
sequently naming him to handle the 
newsreels. 

Thus far the newsreels have had 
the pooling idea or roto coverage 
forced on them since America’s en- 
trance into World War No. 2. First 
time the pooling arrangement was 
placed in operation was in getting 
film out of Hawaii on the Pearl Har- 
bor attack. 

Roto coverage, which has been em- 
ployed by the British Ministry of 
Information on all newsreel shots 
coming out of England, makes news- 
reel coverage merely a matter of 
uniform release dates, everybody 
getting the same story at the same 
time. This pooled proposition means 
each newsreel will have the same 
piece of film, only difference being 
the reel’s trademark and individual 
editing. 

Feeling is that the dull sameness 
resulting from roto coverage might 
s00n* cure the American public of 
wanting to view the newsreels. The 
only reason advanced to the reels so 
far for following the British method, 
and admitted failure in getting full 
coverage, is that it is the easiest way 
out of a difficult problem. 

Collins Reps Reels 


Claude Collins, veteran newsreel 
editor who handled the newsreels 
and all motion pictures at the two 
N. Y. World’s Fairs, has been se- 
lected by the five newsreels to serve 
as liaison man between the reels and 
Mellett’s office. Collins’ job will 
parallel that of Francis Harmon, co- 
ordinator of industry war activities 
committee, excepting that he will 
handle newsreels entirely and act as 
spokesman for the reels. 

Mercey, who handles newsreel 
matters in Mellett’s office, may short- 
ly name an assistant to serve in a 
Capacity similiar to Collins except- 
ing that he will represent the gov- 
ernment. 


ARMY OKAYS 9 REEL 





CAMERAMEN, NBC REP, 


Nine newsreel cameramen and one 
NBC man were accredited last week 
by the War Department, along with 
a list of newspapermen, as the first 
correspondents eligible to go with the 
Army. All the men haven't been as- 
Signed by their offices yet, but have 
been okayed by Army Intelligence 


after investigation and are eligible | 
to accompany troops on the fighting | 


fronts. 


Those accredited are Howard Win- 
ner, Pathe; Sanford Greenwald and 
Norman Alley, News of the Day; Al- 
fred D. Brick and Jack Barnett, 
Movietone; Joseph T. Rucker, Wil- 
liam F. Gerecke and Martin Barnett, 
Paramount; Earle Crotchett, Uni- 
versal, and Robert St. John, NBC. 





Orphans of the War 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Ann Sheridan and Ronald Reagan 
draw top spots in Warners picture of 
War refugees in French Morocco, 
titled ‘Casablanca.’ 

Film is built on an unproduced 
legiter by Murray Burnett and Joan 
Alison, originally 
Comes to Ricks.’ 


v7" 


The Promised Land 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Autograph addicts, who prowl 
about the doors of theatres, 
niteries and studios, are finally 
crashing the gate in ‘The 
Youngest Profession,’ to be pro- 
duced at Metro, starting Feb. 15. 

Irving Asher is producing the 
pictures, based on the Lillian 
Day novel dealing with the 
youthful mania for celebrity 
signatures, 


DENT NOW OK 
IN NEBRASKA 


Lincoln, Jan. 13. 
Lacking the usual defense spend- 
ing or an army camp here to pro- 
vide new money, it’s exceptional 
news coming from the Nebraska 
Theaters, Inc., which has been oper- 











ating here since 1934, this year re- 
porting for the first time that the 
outfit’s made money. 


It’s indicative of something in a 
competitive way, because the 1934 
move-in by the L. L. Dent-Westland 
Theaters, Inc. ally, was for the pur- 
pose of meeting J. H. Cooper, Par’s 
| partner in Oklahoma, Colorado and 
Nebraska, on all his fronts, and 
carving out a place as his opposi- 
tion. 

The Dent forces, represented here 
by Howard Federer, have been able 
to from a shaky start to two 
grade-A theater properties on first 
run basis, and a 50% partnership in 
a profitable action house. Product, 
more than 80% in Cooper’s hands in 
the beginning, is now much more 
evenly distributed and quicker played 
with fewer backups. 

Dent’s clan has given the 
architectural razzle-dazzle, and 
the lean years, did a lot of juggling 
of fronts and interiors to mask out 
mediocre product. By making the 
town rug, marquee, neon, and seat 


go 


town 





named ‘Everybody | 


erties have made like strides, and 


all hands in the last three years get- 
ting physical plants in shape. 


Competish has made this a film 
peddler’s idea of heaven, the annual 
consumption being around 500 pic- 
tures, first run, each year. 

This, also, is the last of the Dent 
associated houses to get in the black 





are doing okay, having had 
product divisions all along. 


'NEWSREELS POOL ON 
PAN-AMER. COVERAGE 


Because of limited space on boats 
!and Clipper planes going to South 
America, all five newsreels will be 
unable to send full crews to cover 


the Pan-American conference called 
for this month in Rio de Janeiro. 
The newsreels decided to draw lots 


Movietone was picked. 
foreign 


five. 

Major company 
ments insist that each reel have 
complete newsreel stories on the 
conference because of its importance 
to the U. S. program for cementing 
hemispheric solidarity. 


depart- 





One of the Family 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


new director contract, to go into ef- 
|fect when he completes his current 





job on ‘The Courtship of Andy 
Hardy.’ 

Seitz has piloted all but one of the | 
i ‘Hardy Family’ pictures. 


lea 
» 4 


in| 


conscious, all the other theatre prop-| 


about $275,000 has been laid out by} 


opposing Cooper and Par. All others | 
better | 


and have one company cover for all } 


Metro handed George B. Seitz a} 


ANTI-PARKING AND 
TIRE GUABS FELT 


All These, Pius Heavier Tax- 
ation, National Daylight 
Saving, Air Raid and 
Blackout Fears Give Ex- 
hibs Mounting Woe 





DRIVE-IN DEBACLE 


Parking restrictions, shutdown on 
car manufacture, the ban on tire 
sales and legislation decreeing day- 
light saving for the entire nation are 
new anti-boxoffice factors causing 
alarm among theatre operators and 
managers. Already claimed that the 
parking problem and the worvied 
state of auto owners are hurting 
business, 

Considering that wartime condi- 
tions and heavier taxation are go- 
ing to make inroads on the b.o., plus 
the possibility of air raids and black- 
outs, the exhibition field sees a dark 


relief are not too hopeful at present. 

Restrictions on the parking of cars, 
very severe in New York City, are 
expected to become generally wide- 
spread as a war measure. In N. Y. 
the restrictions are not confined to 
downtown areas, but also to neigh- 
borhoods, and house managers them- 
selves who have been in the habit 
of driving to work, parking their 
gas-buggies near the theatre, are not 
exempted. 

Aside from the parking worries, 
auto owners are using their cars as 
little as necessary in order to save 
wear and tear on them, since re- 
placement is highly doubtful. Also, 
with a ban on tires, they are already 
starting to protect them against a 
short life. 

One Consoling Theory 


Some consolation is expressed, as 
a theory, that people will not go 
out riding or make trips to the coun- 
| try or 
past, but stick closer to home and 
thus may be forced into the theatres. 
This possibility an offset, how- 
ever, is not a strong one and thea- 
tres, 
that have always drawn from dis- 
tances stand to suffer seriously. Also, 
out in the hinterland, much business 
lis drawn from distant towns or vil- 
lages, some of which have no thea- 
tres at all. Smaller situations, where 
film is played late and found people 
up to now driving to nearby cities 
to see pictures on first-run and un- 
der more comfortable 
may get more of the local populace 
in future, however. 





as 


Drive-Ins Will Be Sloughed 
| Drive-in theatres, which have 
prung ip in many parts of the c 
try in recent yeal are ningly 
facing the darkest prospect Some 
of them may not reopen this summe! 
as a result 
The question of national daylight 
i s one that appears to be open 
o argument. In some localities it 
; claimed stepped-up time hurts the 
boxoffice, while in others any in- 
jury is open to doubt. Pointed out 


that the level of business on seasonal 
|summer declines has averaged about 


light time as those that have. How- 


ever, the weight of opinion inclines’ 


to the belief that daylight time cuts 
into the night business generally. 


Detroit Has Hopes 


Detroit, Jan. 13. 
With all their other worries, at 
least one bugaboo is being lifted 


from exhibitors. It doesn’t look like 
there’ll be the usual mass migration 
of citizens out of the city this com- 
ing summer. 

| That fact has been recognized by 





| the representatives of the four tour- 
ist associations here, who stated that 
wartime curtailment of transporta- 

| tion services, as well as the demand 


ICTIONS HIT B.0. 





road ahead on which the chances of | 


elsewhere as much as in the | 


particularly in downtown zones, | 


conditions, | 


the same in states not having day- | 


Reduce Rentals Or We Shut Down, 





Example of Sameness 


Instance of what roto cover- 
age does for American newsreels 
cropped up last weék, when all 
five U. S. reels received the 
novelty clip from London in 
which the Nazi legions are made 
to do the goose-siep to Lambeth 
Walk tune, 

Ingenuity of a 20th-Fox Movie- 
tone cutter is credited with de- 
veloping the tricky effect. But 
because sent from England, it 
was released to all five news- 
reels. 


10 FILMS FILL 








| STAGES AT 20TH 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Production at 20th-Fox reached a 
total of 10 features with the start of 
‘Whispering Ghosts,’ the greatest 
energy on the lot since last July. 
Activity fills 24 sound stages, 18 
in the Westwood plant and six more 
in the old studio on Western ave. 


Pathe Paid $750,000 
For PRC Control; Prod., 
Distrib Setup Continue 


Price paid by Pathe last week to 
gain control of Producers Releasing 
Corp. is said to have been $750,000. 
Part of that will be used to pay cur- 
rent indebtedness and part for new 
working capital. Deal by PRC with 
Pathe supersedes the optional three- 
year arrangement with Consolidated 
Film Laboratories (headed by Her- 
bert J. Yates, prez of Republic), by 








| 





| Which latter was to finance PRC 
| with $675,000. 

Pathe’s acquisition is said to be 
185% of the distributing company’s 
stock. Sale won’t affect the present 
exec setup of PRC, of which O 
Henry Briggs is prez and Leon| 
| Fromkess is v.p. 

Consolidation of Pathe and PRC, 
organized only little more than a 
year ago, was not unexpected 
Briggs is a former prez of Pathe 
and a member of the board of di- | 
| rectors. He had been associated 


from 1918 with duPonts, former own- 
| ers of Pathe. 
Production and 


al: “thy inn 
distribution 


Sys- 


tem are also to be left intact, Brigg 
| said. Production is in charge of 
George R. Batcheller and Sigmund 
Neufeld. Distribution is via 28 fran- 
chise-holde throughout the United 
tat, 
P 
yf efe ¢ 1u y to blitz 
Pr é T t 
Ex ‘ e figure 
out t t the tire a car Dan f the 
G \ I ent zg ng to curt i] 
trave 


Auto Curbs Clips Salesmen 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 
Film salesmen working out of 
Minneapolis already are worrying 
about what they’ll do when their 
presen. automobiles are out of com- 
| mission. They'll have to make their 


| territories by train or bus and that'll 
| mean many difficulties and much 
| harder work, they say. 

| All the salesmen now travel 
their own autos. There are hun- 
dreds of small towns in their 
itineraries and, in most instances, 
not more than one train or 
day in and out. Without autos, the 
salesmen say, it will take 
longer to cover the portion of the 


territory assigned to them and lit 


by | 


bus a| 


much | 


Coast Indies Threaten Distributors 


A 
-_ 





Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 

Indie Operators on the Pacific 
Coast are demanding a reduction in 
film rentals on threat of closing 
their houses. That is the gist of an 
official statement issued here by the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California and Arizona, 


High rentals caused by the consent 
decree, ITO pointed out, have been 
aggravated by low attendance levels 
as a result of war conditions pe- 
culiar to this area. 


After a survey of the local ter- 
ritory the organization asked all 
major distributors for immediate 
rental reductions. Sales chiefs de- 
cided unanimously against hori- 
zontal reductions but promised to 
consider each theatre as a separate 
problem. On film row the ex- 
change heads admitted that business 
dropped for three weeks before 
Christmas, as usual, but asserted 
that theatres in this area were doing 
better than a year ago in spite of 
blackouts and other war jitters. 

One major company division man- 
ager declared that the exhibs were 
growing unnecessarily hysterical. 
| Two days after the declaration of 
| war, he pointed out, the San Fran- 
cisco operators demanded an imme- 
diate reduction of 50% in rentals 
from all companies and threatened 
to close their theatres. A week 
ater, he asserted, business was back 
to normal. Meanwhile, he expressed 
a willingness to make concessions 
to individual houses where circum- 
stances justify reductions. 
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MEMPHIS SEES REPUB’S 
‘LADY’ AS HOT POTATO 


Memphis, Jan. 13. 
There will be no world premiere 
in Memphis of Republic’s ‘Lady for a 
Night,’ even though studio’s costliest 
| film for this season has .its setting 
here. Matter of fact, upper-bracket 
effort for this company has steamed 


— 














| itself into hot potato that has local 
|exhibition circles in a quandary. Re- 
|public exchange is likewise lying 


low on subject. 

First Memphians to see ‘Lady for 
a Night,’ at private screening, were 
exhibitors and a newspaperman, 
plus exchange employees. They 
found it local dynamite, according to 
private reports. Suggestion that a 
| political at any time has run 
social life of town, plus other impli- 
cations of political connection with 


boss 


‘ 


|} underworld, is regarded as certain 
to be a bombshell in _ bailiwick 
where political destinies have long 
been in hands of one man 
There’ no linking of the film 
characters v the current political 
| efficient organization 
And there is a vast gap in time be- 
een 1880 and present But the 
me uggestion that Memphis’ 
oNUusine anda clal ] fe kowtowed 
thusly, eve! past, cannot but re- 
act embDarr: ngly 
City-county administration is most 
friendly to» show business, and ex- 
| hibs see little point in jeopardizing 


that relationship with showing of a 
picture that might backfire on same, 
|}even in a minor manner. Film is 
already in release, Jan. 5 having 
been national availability date, but 
| print languishes on exchange shelf 
in this territory while everybody 
ponders. 





| 
Par Speeds Guinan Tale 
| 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


‘Tex Guinan,’ based on the career 
of New York's night club queen in 
prohibition days, is being rushed for 





production next month at Para- 
mount. 

Robe Sisk is producing and 
Cl Binyon is doing a final 
po g job on the script 


SO PRT Dam > 


RR EET Sarre ye 


= 


se 


08 


SPR dictinn be deal “8% 
ioe =, 


; 








——— 





So Seatloen: 





«<iic> aenaepa ip oar 
Tie 








ere 
mar} 
<2 a Ae 























VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 14, 1942 





WOMAN OF THE YEAR 


Metro release of Joseph L. Mankiewicz 


preduction Stars Katharine Hepburn and 
Spencer Tracy: features Fay Bainter and 
Reginald Owen. Directed by George 


Stevens; original screenplay by Ring Lard- 
ner, Jr.. and Michael Kanin; ‘amera 
Joseph Ruttenberg; editor, Frank Sullivan; 
music, Franz Waxman. Tradeshown in 
°42 


ms. up oon, 2, Running time: 112 
MINS. 

ie SOEs... cucceesscsss~ penese Tracy 
oo aa Katharine Hepburn 
Ellen Whitcomb......... . Fay Bainter 
Clayton.. bo ebies 00606 cueenen. Geen 
William J. Harding.........Minor Watson 
‘Pinkie’ Peters............William Bendix 
Bee .Gladys Blake 
Gerald Howe. ..ccccsccccscccsce . Dan Tobin 
Phil Whittaker........++....-Roscoe Karns 
Po ee eer .William Tannen 


‘Woman of the Year’ is an enter- 
taining film that will do moderately 
strong biz. And most of the business 
it does do, shovld be credited to the 
superb work of Katharine Hepburn 
and Spencer Tracy. There are very 
few palms due writers Ring Lerd- 
ner, Jr., and Michael Kanin, who 
reputedly received the sum _ of 
$100,000 for the original screenplay. 
Director George Stevens likewise 
merits small praise. 


Lardner and Kanin had an amus- 
ing starting point—a sports writer 
and a young and beautiful counter- 
part of Dorothy Thompson spatting, 
then falling in love and marrying— 
but wend it tortuously through 
every hackneyed and expected plot 
device without a surprise at any 
turn. Director Stevens lets it get 


out of hand completely with min- | 


utes on end devoted to a few tired 
situation gags. Picture runs 112 
minutes and frequently seems every 
moment of that. 

Tracy and Miss Hepburn go a 
long way toward pulling the chest- 
nut out of the fire. A man with a 
pair of shears could do a lot more. 
As it stands, however, it has a gen- 
erous sprinkling of laugh-lines, 
which, with the gagged situations, 


makes for a fairly entertaining ses- 
sion. 
Tale finds Miss Hepburn and 


Tracy doing columns on world poli- 
tics and sports, respectively, for a 
New York daily. The femme 
pundit, on an ‘Information Please’ 
broadcast, disparages baseball and 
‘Tracy then disparages her in his 
pillar. That leads to overlong 
sequences of lovemaking and 
eventual wedlock. 

Miss Hepburn, however, is so busy 
with international diplomats, mak- 
ing speeches and receiving an award 
as ‘Outstanding Woman of the Year’ 
that she has little time for the usual] 
amenities of marriage. Tracy finally 
gets tired of it and scrams. Miss 
Hepburn, by coincidence, the very 
next night attends the marriage of 
her widower-father and an old fam- 
ily friend and listens carefully to 
the wedding ceremony. It makes 
her see the errors of her way and 
she tosses over her career to be- 
come a real wife. 

There’s boringly-long pre-marital 
lovemaking between the pair. Like- 
wise, a sequence at the finale, a 
kitchen scene wherein Miss Hepburn 


realizes her ineptness at wifely 
duties when she tries to make coffee 
and waffles. Dialog occasionally 


sparkles, but is frequently common- 
place. 

Miss Hepburn is just right as the 
whirlwind scribe who (shades 
‘Philadelphia Story’) forgets 
she is a woman before a careerist. 
She has precisely the beauty, the 
dash and the quality to carry it off, 
and certainly knew what was 


that 


she 
about, as far as casting goes, when 
she sold Metro the idea of buying 
the story for her. 

Tracy is the same bluff fellow long 
familiar to film audiences and plenty 
Okay as the _ not-too-bewildered 
sports writer. In support are Fay 
Bainter, as the old family friend, 
and Minor Watson, as Miss Hep- 
burn’s father, plus a collection of 
newspaper characters, rather well- 
done. 

Specia] mention is merited by Dan 
Tobin as Miss Hepburn’s young male 
secretary. His efficiency in handling 
her affairs—even to her wedding— 
is a laugh-getter. 

Production job is excellent. Herb. 


BOMBAY CLIPPER 


Universal 1 f Marshall Grant 


pro- 
ductior Features William Gargan, Irene 
Hervey, Charles Lang, Maria Montez, Mary 
Gordon, Lloyd Corrigan Drected by John 
Rawlins; screenplay, R Chans!or and 
Stanley Rubin; camera, § nley Cortez: edi- 
tor, Otto Ludwig. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
Jan. 10, °4 Running time, 60 MINS, 
Jim.. b<teO ends ~+++ «William Gargan 
4 4 ia as bend bw e044 ae .Irene Hervey 
DSC Rh ekss 6c eseene whe ccese? Charles Lang 
SnD MAMMNOU, 556045 0 00kdue wa Maria Montez 
Lew Diathh tines toe take ews ..Lloyd Corrigan 
SRT: smnk 93.0 4's tbe 0 b465'% an ..Mary Gordon 
ee ere Truman Bradley 
BARNS su yan shaded Cadtadesscieas Philip Trent 
DENIS 590 h sn dbo dees be tees ca Turhan Bey 
ME s 448% 60.664:60 46 566000}00060004 John Bagni 
RNs ibe b46 cnn dbeheueseea ses Roy Harris 
eee Cceesecss Peter Lynn 
Ruggles..... anh sb0s 650 esse tS Wade Boteler 
OO SS ee eee --.- Billy Wayne 
EMI: Ses ccevawns vanes, Paul Dubov 


Another in the seemingly never- 
ending yarns about the globe-trofting 
newspapermen who want just one 
more assignment before settling 
down to quiet married life. Only 
this one is a good programmer that 
will contribute strength as second 
feature to twin billers. 

‘Bombay Clipper’ is one of those 
mystery melliers centering about a 
Clipper’s flight from Bombay to San 
Francisco. Such spots as Singapore 
and Manila, in today’s news, figure 
in the yarn. 


FILM REVIEWS 


ment of $4,000,000 worth of diamonds, 
gift of India’s government, to Great 
Britain. Up-to-date slant is given by 
relating that the stones are to be cut 
up for use in precision tools needed 
by Britain in its war effort. 
Scripters Roy Chanslor and Stan- 
ley Rubin manage to keep the audi- 
ence guessing on who are the inter? 
national crooks. Climax is when the 
| mysterious ‘doctor’ takes command of 
the Clipper at the point of a gun and 





reveals his co-conspirators. Natu- 
| rally, the foreign spies are overcome 
|by the reporter, with his newlywed 
| but irate wife finally forgiving him. 

John Rawlins has directed at an 
even gait, ringing in the turbulent 
'romance of the newspaperman and 
| his San Francisco sweetie to lighten 
| the mystery. 

William Gargan makes a likely 
| globe-trotting correspondent. Irene 
| Hervey contributes one of her better 
| performances as his neglected sweet- 
|heart and wife. Lloyd Corrigan, 
| Maria Me~tez, Truman Bradley and 
|Turham Fey ‘head the large support- 
ing cast thet includes Charles Lang, 
Mary Gordon and Wade Boteler. 

Wear. 


CALL OUT MARINES 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan. 6. 


RKO release of Howard Benedict produc- 
| tion. Stars Victor McLaglen and Edmund 
lowe, Features Binnie Barnes and Paul 
Kelly. Directed by Frank Ryan and Wil- 
| liam Hamilton. Screenplay by Frank Ryan 
and William Hamilton; camera, Nicholas 
Musuraca and J. Roy Hunt; film editor, 
Theron Warth: special effects by Vernon 
lL. Walker. Lyrics and music by Mort 
Greene and Harry Reve! Previewed at 
Alexander, Glendale, Jan 5, ‘42. Running 
time, 66 MINS, 

EOL, <5 Sepemidaeens- es Victor McLaglen 
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King’s Men 
Six Hits and a 


Miss 
Marching along familiar and well- 

trod service comedy highways, ‘Call 

Out the Marines’ s’t-fms hard to 





of | 


achieve laugh reaction. It succeeds 

| only in mild fashion, despite resort 

|} to practically every device and situ- 

| ation utilized in the past quarter cen- 

tury for screen comedy purposes. 

Picture will have to depend on cur- | 
rent interest in the marines to catch | 
more than passing attention as a sup- 

| porting attraction. 

Victor McLaglen and Edmund 
Lowe are again teamed in prototype 
characters to their earlier Quirt and 
Flagg characterizations. Much foot- 
age is consumed to develop .skirt- 
chasing competition between 
pair, with frequent physical 
mental conflicts. It’s a melange of 
unsubtle and broadly sketched com- 
edy that few other than the kids will 
laugh at. 


McLaglen-Lowe by-play, and lightly 
hangs together. Pair meet again in 
San Diego and rejoin the Marines as 
sergeants. They compete for atten- 
| Sone of a cafe girl; Binnie Barnes, 
and carry on series of slaphappy epi- 
| sodes in familiar style. At the wind- 
up, they stumble on climax of a spy 
trap which discloses the girl as an 
enemy agent. 

| Action is mainly concentrated in 
| the cafe, with the Marine base serv- 
|ing as background for two wild 
| chase sequences. Both are obvious 
| thrill stuff, and not done as well as 
in other pictures of the Mack Sen- 
| nett era. 

| Mort Greene and Harry Revel are 
| responsible for fit» songs that rise 
| far above the other factors in the 
| picture. Title tune is a timely and 
|; swingy martial number that can 
| catch on for popularity. Others of 
| good calibre include ‘Light 
| Life,” ‘Hands Across the 





A 
Border, 
|*Zana Zaranda,’ and ‘Beware.’ 

Both script and direction by Frank 
Ryen and William Hamilton shows 
the obvious strain. McLaslen and 


| Lowg provide typical Quirt-Fiagg an- | 


fics: Binnie Barnes is okay: Paul 








| Kelly is an undercover Intelligence 
| agent. Walt. 
| Yank On Burma Road 
Metro release of Samuel Marx production. 
Features Laraine Day, Barry Nelson, 
| Stuart Crawford, Keye Luke. Directed by 
George B. Seitz; screenplay, Gordon Kahn, 
Hugo Butler and David Lang; camera, 
Lester White; editor, Gene Ruggiero. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., Jan. 12, '42. Run- 
nine time, 65 MINS, 
een rane Laraine Day 
kl ee Cepeccecs Barry Nelson 
Beek OE: «bceékeocee s Stuart Crawford 
> Ree TYTTITITT TTT Keye Luke 
i Pr eere $0O660R0s 0600084: Sen Yung 
SE. eae ee Phillip Ahn 
Radio Announcer........... Knox Manning 


Rangoon Aide de Camp...Matthew Boulton 


Unimaginative meller with topical 
Burma Road background will find its 
proper level in lower dual brackets. 
Its chief asset is its topical page one 
title. 

It is distinguished for trite script- 
ing and some pretty bad acting. That 
goes for Laraine Day also, though 
inane dialog and awkward charac- 
terization are largely responsible. 








Mysterious robberies | 
and killings center about the ship-! Barry Neilson is miscast as the male 


She photographs well in some se- 
quences, indifferently in others. 


the | 
and | 


Story is only an excuse for the | 


of My | 


s 
. . . 
Miniature Reviews 

‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G). 
Katharine Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy assure this at b.o., despite 
hackneyed plot and overlength. 

‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). Wil- 
liam Gargan and Irene Hervey 
in airplane mystery meller; good 
‘B’. 

‘Call Out the Marines’ (RKO) 
(Songs). Victor McLaglen and 
Edmund Lowe back as tough 
Marines. Rough and rowdy, it’s 
fair comedy. 

‘Yank on the Burma Road’ 

(M-G). Mild meller for lower 
end of duals. 

‘Valley of the Sun’ (RKO). 
Lusty western action. Will ride 
okay in family and juve houses. 

‘Riders of Badlands’ (Col). 
Charles Starrett, minus 
Pioneers, gets away fairly well in 
new series. 

‘Broadway Big Shot’ (PRC). 
Unimportant low budget prison 
drama for secondary duals. 











lead, totally unconvincing as the 
romantic daredevil. Ditto Stuart 
Crawford. 


The story runs like a newsreel 
item once the initial character in- 
troductions are out of the way. Nel- 
son is a New York cabby who cap- 
tures a couple of gunmen whom the 
entire police force is looking for. 
For this he becomes the darling of 
the tabloids and is invited by 
Chinese leaders to head a truck 
caravan with medical supplies to 
Chungking. Miss Day is deprived of 
her passport because her aviator 
husband went over to the Japs. She 
persuades Nelson to take her along 
in his truck to Chungking so she can 
find her husband. Nelson makes a 
play that doesn’t jell and then talks 
marriage in effort to win the girl, 
not knowing she’s married. 

Sequences where Chinese coolies, 
farmers, villagers and soldiers are 
involved in mob scenes are interest- 
ing, with a last-minute battle to dis- 
lodge the Japs from a small strong- 
hold in the hills the sole bit of ex- 
citement. Mori, 


VALLEY OF THE SUN 


Hollywood, Jan. 8. 


RKO release of Graham Baker production. 








Stars Lucille Ball and James Craig; fea- 
tures Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Dean Jagger, 
Peter Whitney and Billy Gilbert. Directed 
by George Marshall; screenplay by Horace 
McCoy, based on story by Clarence Buding- 
ton Kelland: camera, Harry Wild: film edi- 
tor, Desmond Marquette; special photo- 
| graphic effects, Vernon Walker. Trade- 
shown in L. A. Jan. 7, 42. Running time, 
78 MINS, 

eT” eee ey tenet eT eer ey Lucille Ball 
Ps hek nie tadecteasencacel James Craig 
|} Warrick.... ...-Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
i Se ree ee Dean Jagger 
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ES, BOND ccctccosceeeseecs George Cleveland 


Se OTe POPE ee ree 


Hank Bell 
PUIG Sg 6.5 c bs 0 066d 0eeeen Richard Fiske 


|frontier days of Arizona in this 


‘ 

| George Marshall parades the early 
¢ , 

| vague film version 
! 

| 


ington Kelland’s Satevepost serial. 





| 
| 
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of Clarence Bud-‘| 
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RIDERS OF BADLANDS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of William Berke pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett and Rus- 
sell Hayden: features Cliff Edwards. Di- 
rected by Howard Bretherton; screenplay, 
Betty Burbridge; camera, Benjamin Kline; 


editor, Charles Nelson. Reviewed at Co- 
lonial, Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 4, "42. Running 
time, 58 MINS, 


Collins 2? 
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Two times as much Charles Star- 
rett and a lot more good singing 
than is customarily found in west- 
erns sums up ‘Riders of Badiands,’ 
of Col’s new Starrett series. It’s a 
double role for him, and the film is 
stronger in all categories than was 
expected when the Sons of the Pio- 
neers went out. It’s average west- 
ern fare. 

Notable cast addition is Russell 
Hayden, who brings with him the 
popularity acquired in the Hopalongs 
made under Harry Sherman for Par- 
amount. 

Cliff Edwards, although by no 
means an advancement for him, is an 
important piece .of casting. There 
are many in the sural areas of the 
country who would turn in to hear 
Edwards sing. He gives a freshnéss 
to the hill country tunes which isn’t 
common to most mountain melodists, 
and his flair for comedy helps. 

Hayden is not jerked out of the 
character he dished up in the Hop- 
alongs. He’s still the hothead and 
the romance. Romance is once- 
overed lightly in this one, Hayden’s 
frau getting killed and most of the 
femme chatter coming from juve 
Ilene Brewer, sister of Par’s Betty, 
and not nearly as good. 

The story is of a ranger and a bad 
man who look alike, and the ranger 
almost gets hanged for it. After he’s 
in the soup, it takes most of the run- 
ning time to get him out of it. His 
own rangers hunt him down, and no- 
body will believe Cliff Edwards, 
playing a dentist, who is Starrett’s 
alibi, Art. 





BROADWAY BIG SHOT 


Hollywood, Jan. 7. 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of Jed 
Buell production. Stars Ralph Byrd. Fea- 
tures Virginia Vale and William Halligan. 
Directed by William Beaudine; screenplay 


by Martin Mooney. Camera, Jack Green- 
halgh; film editors, Robert Crandall and 
Guy Thayer. Previewed in projection 
room, Jan. 6, '42. Running time, 63 MINS, 
Jimmy O' Brie. .cccsccecescsecss Ralph Byrd 
Betty Collins........+. Coeesere Virginia Vale 
Warden Collins....... «s+. William Halligan 
cy. ee!) eee eee Dick Rush 
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This is a low budget picture that 
shows detours of the producer to 
shave expenses. Despite its corner- 
cutting, ‘Broadway Big Shot’ is a 
smoothly assembled, but not-too- 
dramatic tale of a reporter who goes 


| It is geared to catch attention of} to the pen in order to trail down a 


| western addicts and kids, but lacks | big story. 


} the verve and basic story elements to 
| carry through as an epic of its kind 
|at the theatre boxoffices. Topliners 
| Lucille Ball and James Craig are 
| low-voltage marquee strength, and 
| pic will cactus if attempted as key 
| billtopper. Best groove is action supr 
| porter, where it will suffice. 

Story drags considerably, with only 
| Marshall’s flair for keeping things 
moving carrying it through for mod- 
| erate interest. It’s the timeworn tale 
|of a young frontiersman and friend 


of the Indians who tangles with the | 


| civilian administrator whose treat- 
| ment of the Indians sets them on the 
| warpath. Also, the adventurer steals 
the heavy’s girl at the start, and 
everyone pours it on the Indian agent 
at the finish. 

Picture has a goodly share of wild 
| rides, Indian attacks, gun and fistic 
| battles and all the ingredients that 
go into a biff-bang western. Despite 
these factors, story is not too strong 
and is deficient in keeping up its 
movement in tempo with the direc- 
tor’s sweep. As a result, picture sags 
and drags in many spots. 


Miss Ball is the girl for a stereo- 
typed portrayal. Craig is the young 
frontiersman, who gets into and out 
of a dozen hairbreadth situations. 
Dean Jagger is the crooked Indian 
agent; Sir Cedric Hardwicke is an 
English settler and idealist; Peter 
Whitney does nicely as a half-wit: 
Billy Gilbert spouts in familiar style 
as a justice of the peace; Antonio 
Moreno is an Indian chief, and Tom 
Tyler portrays Geronimo as a young 


uck. 

Marshall’s - direction gets every- 
thing possible out of the action end, 
especially the wild riding and raiding 
Indians, but the story inadequacies 
are always present. An Indian tribal 
dance by a couple of youngsters is 





a highlight. Walt. 





| 


| peaks, 
' , ° 
| allows yarn to roll along without too 





Strictly a filler for the 
lower dual bookings and the kid mat- 
inees. 

Ralph Byrd is the reporter, also a 
forward-passing pro star, who takes 
a phoney rap to get inside of the 
prison. He makes friends with the 
convicts—is elected president of the 
Welfare League—and wins the hand 
of the warden’s daughter when he 
gets his story and is out of jail. 

Dramatic sequences fail to hit 
and general tenor of script 


much effort. 


! Supporting cast is in 
minor key. 


Walt. 


MIRACLE KID 





PRC release of John T. Coy] production. 
Features Tom Neal, Carol Hughes Vicki 
Lester. Directed by William Beaudine. 
Original screenplay, Gerald Adams. Henry 
Sucher and John T. Coyle. Camera. Ar- 
thur Martinelli; editor, Guy Thayer. At 
New York, N. Y., week Jan. 6, '42. Run- 
ning time, 66 MINS, 
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Weakly written and enacted, ‘Mir- 
acle Kid’ hasn't much chance except 
in the kind of slot it’s occupying 
here in association with a western. 
It’s a hodge-podge of almost unre- 
lated events dragged in by the heels 
to fill out the idea of a young fighter- 
physical instructor who wins a string 





of ‘fixed’ fights, thereby earning the 
‘Miracle Kid’ tag. 

Story concerns a boy and girl who 
want to get married, but are delib- 
erately alienated so that he can go 
on fighting, which she doesn’t like, 
Because he flattened a rival fighter, 
who claimed he was ‘hexed,’ the boy 
is exploited as an example of the 
theory of ‘mind over matter,’ and, to 
make certain that farce is maintained, 
his battles are with tankers, un- 
known to him. He’s backed by a 
female exponent of the theory. It 
all turns out okay, as usual. 

Tom Neal’s work in the title char- 
acter is fair, but Carol Hughes doesn’t 
show up well. Best job is done 
by Vicki Lester as a rich gal instru- 
mental in breaking up the two prin- 
cipals. 

Direction and dialog are poor. Al- 
most all indoor scenes, with drab 
sets, the photography and lighting 
are below par. Wood. 














‘Roller Follies’ 


—(Continued from page l= 





principals, who get some laughs out 
of the old business of inviting mem- 


bers of the audience for a _ twirl, 
winding up with the fat lady stooge. 

Good production flash is the fan 
number by the ensemble, with Dolly 
Durkin and Walter Hughes coming 
through with a smoothly sold ball- 
room setto. Lucille Page, on skates 
and doing all right, too, contributes 
punchy acrobatics which would add 
stature through use of a platform for 
the closing tricks, which don’t take 
much floor space anyhow. Would 
relieve some of the monotony of the 
large, flat spaces of the arena. 


A restaurant bit employing for- 
mally attired guests, waiters and 
busboys, may build into a comic nov- 
elty, but needs work and speeding up 
of the punches reaching up to cli- 
maxing trick of Ted Sokol leaping 
over a line of kneeling figures. Bus- 
ter West, in his regular vaude rou- 
tine, has to use a mike in the large 
spaces to get over some of his talk, 
but scores his usual sock with his 
falls and legomania. Flashy Cuban 
conga routine serves as a strong 
finale of the first part, highlighted 
by some smooth spins by Art El- 
sasser. 

Second half plays better than the 
first. A country bumpkin hayride, 
utilizing several scenic props, is 
highlighted by the standard tram- 
poline stuff of Monroe and Grant, 
who use skates only for their en- 
trance. Regular stuff in the a.k. 
bathing suits gets laughs and tum- 
bling rings the bell to good response. 
Suavely sold highhat and tail rou- 
tine by Gordon Finigan and Walter 
Hughes makes effective contrast for 
the knockabout stew stuff of Ballard 
and Fay. Latter duo takes consid- 
erable punishment and really punch 
out a solid spot. 

Best number in the show is the 
Cinderella production featuring Glo- 
ria Nord and Ted Sokol, with the 
ensemble teaming off for “The Four- 
teen Steps,’ a highly intricate and 


| quite beautiful series of maneuvers. 





| 


Proves a real highlight. Equally in 
the groove is Bobby May, from vaude 
and a real surprise on skates. Juggler 
has added to his stint by doing his 
stuff with clubs, highhat and balls 
while rolling. A head stand while 
beating out rhythm on a drum with 
the juggling balls is a solid applause 
clincher, 

Lou Testa follows with some skill- 
ful comic skating, finishing with a 
tap routine to jive tempo. A mili- 
tary finale is typical of Miss Foster's 
stuff with her Roxyettes. The drill- 
ing develops into a gradually grow- 
ing circle and breaks up into forma- 
tions bringing on flags of all nations 
for a rousing finish. 

On the strength of the momentum 
mostly accomplished in the second 
half, ‘Roller Follies’ ought to prove 
an interesting attraction good for 
playing .in arenas, rinks and theatres, 


| too, where the stages have the proper 


proportions, Costuming is excellent 
and musical background has its mo- 
ments. Jay Freeman does a fine job 
directing the orchestra, which is in 
action almost all of the time. Better 
lighting is a crying need, but the 
facilities here were poor and im- 
provement in this department in bet- 
ter equipped arenas should be evi- 
dent. Credits follow: 





‘Roller Follies of 192 presented by 
Harold Steinman; staged and directed by 

Gae Foster; music and lyrics by Victor 
Mizzy and Irving Taylor; costumes de- 
Signed by Joan Personette; lighting by 
Arthur Knorr; orchestra under direction of 
Jay Freeman; production supervision by 
Jesse Kaye and Sam Shayon for Fanchon 
& Marco; at the Colisseum, Baltimore, 
Jan. 7, °42; $2.22 top. 

Cast: Buster West, Gloria Nord, Leuilie 
Page, Gordon Finigan, Dolly Durkin, 
Walter Hughes, Lew Testa, Ted Sokol, 
Art Alsasser, Ray Leone, Louis Santelle, 
Eleanor Emanuel, Loraine Billett, Linda 
Simmons, Bobby May, Ballard & Ray, Jay 
Edwards, Ben Klassen, The Lightning 
Trio, Monroe & Grant. 


Burm. 
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Boots On-Griff Williams Bright 
$4 000 in Chi; ‘Ball Fire’ Hot 166 
On 2d Week, Babes Broadway Ditto 








\ Chicago, Jan, 13. 
This week should reveal a con- 
siderable boost of business over last 
week, due primarily to warmer 
weather. Thermometer plummeted 
some 10 degrees below zero last 
week and stayed there for several 
days, and the loop houses really 
took it on the noggin. 

Number of holdovers still in the 
downtown area, but a couple of 
newcomers indicate considerable 
strength, best being the Chicago, 
where ‘Died With Boots On,’ coupled 
with Griff Williams’ band, will do a 
strong $42,000. Opened in brutal 
weather but managed to overcome 
the chills. 

Of the holdover items, the best is 
‘Ball of Fire’ at Palace, where it is 
racking up a dynamic $16,000. ‘Birth 
of Blues’ at the State-Lake for its 
third week is getting a neat $12,000. 
‘Babes on Broadway’ is managing 
a fine $16,000 on its second stanza 
at the United Artists. . 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Kathleen’ (M-G). Got away all 
right, good $7,500. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), scored im- 
pressively at $14,600. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB) and Griff 
Williams orch, unit on stage. Strong 
combination that should take at 
least $42,000 for an impressive initial 
stanza. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) plus Xavier Cugat orch 
(24 wk.), held nicely to $34,700 
despite sub-zero. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Thin Man’ (M-G). Moved here 
for third loop session, good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) on 
fourth loop sesh, okay $5,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Go West’ (Col) and ‘Meet the 
Pecnie’ unit on stage. This revue 
haa big click run in Chicago last 
season and in condensed form it’s a 
draw, at least $17,000, okay. Last 
week, ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and 
Art Jarrett orch on stage, Jarrett 
orchestra’s getting credit for good 
$16,200 after plenty of raps on the 
flicker. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). Dynamic $16,000, 
after having powdered the register 
last week with a mammoth $27,700. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Sundown’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Jan. 16’ (Par). Mildish $10,000. Last 


week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) and 
‘Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G), mild 
$11,300. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 35-55-65- 
75)—Birth Blues’ (Par) (3d week). 
Will stick close to neat $12,000 cur- 
rently after having snagged ckay 
$16,100 last week. ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ (20th) next. 

United Artists (B&K) (M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) ‘Babes Broadway’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 
$16,000 currently after having scored 
well with $24,400 last week 


NEWARK BACK TO NORM: 


‘SUSPICION’ BIG $14,500) 


; Newark, Jan. 13. 
Business in Newark has moved 
back to normal. following a packed- 
house week. ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ ‘Suspicion’ and ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase,’ all hold-overs, are 
still good. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2.000: 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) and Claude 
Thornhill’s band, Cass Daley on 
stage. Fair $13,000. Last week, 
Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th) plus 
Orin Tucker’s band. great $19,000. 
Branford (WB) (2,800: 28-38-44- 
55)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
ene — (U) (2d wk). Good 
3, . Last wee 2 f pe 
$21'000; week, same setup, huge 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
— Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
Three Girls’ (Col). Fair $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) 
and Moonlight Hawaii’ (U), good 


$3,000 
Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)— 
(Indie) and ‘She-Devi! 


‘Sins Bali’ 
Island’ (Indie) (8th wk). Nice $900. 
(Adams-Par) (2,000: 


Last week, $1,400. 

Paramount 
30-35-44-55) — ‘Louisiana Purchase 
Par) and ‘District Attorney Carter 
Case (Rep) (2d wk). Fine $13,000. 
Last week walloping $20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400: 28-44-55) 
— ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Cadet 
a (20th) (2d wk), and vaude on 
omen J and Thursday evenings. 

uge $14,500. Last week, solid $25,- 
000, house record here. 

State (Loew's) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
-- Pulham (M-G) and ‘Secrets Lone 
Wolf (Col). Mild $12,000. Last 
week (8 days) ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), 


Will manage fine | 


vv 





; on 





‘Dinner’ Trim $14,000, 
‘Valley’ 12G, J.C. 2d Wks. 


Jersey City, Jan. 18. 
Big let-down in attendance here 
but nice grosses are in offing for 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ and 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ held for 
second weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (Col). Moderate $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) (eight 
days), good $15,500. 


Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (WB) (2d wk). Strong 
$14,000. Last week, dandy $21,000. 


State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Melody 
Lane’ (U) (2d wk). Fine $12,000. 
Last week (eight days), sensational 
$18,000, and a house record. 


‘Laughing -McCoy 
$20,000 Pitt Acer; 
Corsican’ $16,000 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

Biz tapering off again in the face 
of a new cold wave, following a brief 
let-up, but neither sleet, snow nor 
storm can stop ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ at Fulton. It’s running up a 
record second-session gross after hit- 
ting a new all-time high in both coin 
and attendance at the Fulton last 
week. 

Strong stage line-up of Clyde 
McCoy, Lucille Ball-Desi Anaz and 
Hal LeRoy helping ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing’ at Stanley to a stanza in 
the black, with picture credited for 
some of draw. ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
is doing pretty well at Penn despite 
being kidded by the crix. Elsewhere, 
n.s.h, 








Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Big- 
gest thing this house has ever had. 
till packing ’em in on second sesh, 
and the talk of town. Sturdy $10,000 
on h.o., wnich is sensational and top 
holdover figure of all time. Fulton 
really went to town on this one, 
gave it a great campaign via press 
and radio. Also cashed in heavily 
raves two months ago by local 
crix who caught the N. Y. preem. 
Under way properly with big Welsh- 
sponsored, reserved-seat opening 
night before New Year’s Eve. Open- 
ing' week, ‘Green’ took terrif $15,- 
800, new record for house, toppling 
previous mark by about $3,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 30-40-50) 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Got kid- 
ding reviews for the most part but 
soaring to a hefty $16,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) tapered off 
but socky at $23,000 for 9 days, extra 
two being tacked on to allow the 
house to get back to Friday opening. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—Sun- 
down’ (UA). Moved here after week 
at Stanley. Should get bit better 


than $2,000 here, all right. Last week 
(9 days) ‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) on 
moveover from Penn, pretty weak 
$2,300 for a holiday session. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—Belong to Me’ (Col). This one 
was brought in hastily when ‘Re- 
member the Day’ (20th) failed to 
hold up for expected fortnight. 
Weak $4,000. Last week, ‘Remember 
the Day’ (20th), a disappointment for 
holidays at $5,500, especially after the 
crix raves. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and Clyde 
McCoy orch with Lucille Ball, Desi 
Arnaz and Hal LeRoy, House bill- 
ing Ball ‘on stage and screen,’ and 
that’s always good b.o. Radio names 
in picture helped, and stage array is 
potent. $20,000 or better, not bad. 
Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and 
Harry James got away sensationally 
but weather held it to $21,000, but 
still all right. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G). Apparently 
9-day stand at Penn squeezed 
Rooney-Garland musical pretty dry. 
Maybe $3,500, weak. Last week, 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks 
Million’ (UA) in the dumps, $3,250 


in 9 days. 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of January 15 


Astor — ‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 13, 1940) 


Capitel—‘The Corsican Broth- 
ers’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Criterion — ‘Pacific Blackout’ 
(Par) (14). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (17). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Music Hall—‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 3, 1941) 
Paramount — ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ (Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 26, 1941) 
Rialto— ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) 
(10). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1, 1941) 
Rialto—‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) 
(10). 
Roxy—‘I Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th-Fox) (16). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22, 1941) 
Strand—The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7) 
Week of Jan. 22 


Astor — ‘Shanghai 
(UA) (5th week). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(3d week). 


Capitol—‘The Corsican Broth- 
ers’ (M-G) (2d week). 


Globe—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (2d 
week). 


Music Hall — ‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO) (2d week). 


Paramount — ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ (Par) (4th week). 


Roxy—I Wake Up Screaming 
(20th-Fox) (2d week). 


Strand—‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (WB) (4th week). 


PULHAM’ 106 
TOPS L’VILLE 


Louisville, Jan. 13. 


Business at the first-runs here is 
nice, after a break in the zero 
weather which prevailed the past 
week. Temperature started upwards 
Sunday (11), after a solid week of 
cold and hazardous driving con- 
ditions. In spite of the handicap, all 
houses are doing fairly well follow- 
ing a tremendous New Year’s biz. 
‘Wolf Man’ at the Strand got the 
jump on the rest of the first-runs by 
opening Wednesday (7), and horror 
pic is doing all right. ‘H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.’ at Loew’s State is shaping up 
for best biz here. ‘Suspicion’ at the 
Rialto also is up in the money. 

Stage shows at the National 


Gesture’ 











are 


maintaining a profitable pace. NBC | $1.10-$1.25) — 
‘Breakfast Club,’ with Don MeNeill | (1z4)" (3q 


and company, gave two shows at the 
Memorial Auditorium Saturday (10). 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—“Babes Broadway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
(M-G). Continuing to get tremend- 
ous play on moveover from Loew’s 
State. Slick $4,000. Last week, 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Sealed Lips’ (U), sweet $4,000 on 
moveover. 


N.Y. B.0. Spotty for Post-Holiday H.0.; 
Babes’ 2d Fine $80,000, Shanghai 
3d OK 12G, ‘Fantasia’ Nifty $17,000 





After a big year-end holiday take, 
downtown New York film empo- 
riums have become somewhat spotty, 
with severe parking restrictions in 
the town believed to be costing the 
boxoffices a certain amount of 
money. However, three attractions, 
all of them on holdovers, are doing 
strong business. 

There are no new pictures this 
week excepting a minor first-run at 
the Rialto, ‘Bombay Clipper,’ and 
‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.,’ latter on sec- 
ond-run at the State. ‘Pulham’ and 
a vaude bill, including Romo Vincent 
and Joan Merrill, are doing very 
well, gate looking $24,000 or better. 

In the smash division are ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase’ and Gene Krupa- 
Dinah Shore (Paramount), and ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ with Jimmy 
Dorsey on stage, at the Strand. 

‘Purchase’ and Krupa, starting the 
third week today (Wed.), set a new 
high under the six-year-old pitband 
policy at the Par on its first week by 
grossing $93,000, while the second 
round through last night (Tues.) was 
away up in the top brackets at $60,- 
000. A minimum of four weeks is 
planned for the show. 

No less sensational at the b.o. is 
‘Dinner’ and the Dorsey band. ‘Din- 
ner’ was thrown in on what amount- 
ed to a double-feature bill on Dec. 
31 with ‘You’re in Army Now’ and 
Will Osborne, and the following day 
(1) went on its own with. Dorsey. On 
the first seven davs, starting Jan. 1, 
the take was slightly over $55,000 for 
a new high for any single week at 
the Strand under its stage-show pol- 
icy, in operation now for four years. 
Figuring the first eight days for ‘Din- 
ner,’ taking the Strand to its regular 
Thursday opening day, the take was 
$64,500, also highest ever grossed for 
any eight days at the theatre. The 
current (2d) stanza for ‘Dinner’ and 
Dorsey will be about $48,000, very 
strong. Third week begins tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Music Hall tonight (Wed.) win/s 
up 15-day engagement with ‘Babes 
on Broadway,’ with the final eight 
days looking snug $80,000. The first 
| week, which started New Year’s Eve, 
| was socko $115,000 for a smart profit 
on the run. 

‘Two-Faced Woman,’ which teed 
off very big, has slowed down mark- 
edly on its final eight days, taking 
Capitol back to regular opening day 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Roxy is on its 
final (3d) lan with ‘Remember the 
Day,’ also for a sharp drop. Both 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ and ‘Sundown’ 
are on third weeks, latter its finale. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ also in its. third 
stanza, is somewhat weak at less 
than $15,000 but continues on. 

‘Fantasia,’ in cut form for general 
release, returned to the Broadway 
Saturday (10) for a pop run and 
broke fast from the barrier, looking 
a probable $17,000 or better. It 
ended a 50-week run at $2 top, twice- 
daily, early last fall. 


Estimates for This Week 











Kentucky 
—‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and 
‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Mild 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ 
(20th) and ‘Our Wife’ (Col), good 
$1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- |} 
30-40)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ (M-G). After the 
break in the extreme cold spell, 


patrons are getting back to regular 
attendance, fine $10,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ (M-G), rousing 
$15,000, and moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—Died Boots On’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Fine $3,800. Last week same 
pie jammed ’em, exceptional $7,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 
‘Devil Pays Off’ (Rep) and stage 
shew, ‘Why Girls Walk Home.’ Okay 
at $4,800. Last week, ‘Mercy Island’ 
(Rep) and stage show ‘Ladies from 
Hades,’ bumper $7,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Suspicion” (RKO) and ‘4 
Jacks, Jill’ (RKO). Received lavish 

raise from local crix, but only fair 

7,500. Last week, ‘Helizapoppin’ 
(U) and ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (U), 
off to a zooming start, but dropped 
off to medium $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Kid 
Kansas’ (U). Got jump on other 
first-runs by opening Wednesday (7), 
splendid $5,000. Last week, ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO) and ‘Date with Falcon’ 
(RKO), meagre $2,500, 


| (M-G) 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
wk). Off somewhat at 


$12,000, but with expenses down in 
operation of house, o.k. at 


figure. Last week (2d) was $19,000, | 
good. 
Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- | 


75)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney). 
running time chopped, opened here 
Saturday (10) on pop run and looks 
good $17,000 or more initial week. 
House was closed down a week in 
readiness for the opening. 


this | 


With | 


*Fan- | $7,500. 


take of $93,000, highest house has 
done during its six years of the 
present pit-band policy. The third 
stanza begins today (Wed.). 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G) and 
Stageshow (2d-final wk). Leaves 
tonight (Wed.), with final eight-day 
gross cf around $80,000, nice. First 
week over New Year’s was $115,000, 
tremendous. ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) 
comes in tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). Doing fair, 
about $6,000 with aid of Louis-Baer 
fight films. Last week, ‘Mad Dr. of 
Market St.’ (U), $6,200. 


Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85- 


99)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (3d_ wk). 
Not holding on so well, less than 
$15,000 indicated this week (3d). 
Last week (2d) was near to $20,000, 
fairish. Goes another week start- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75- 


85)—‘Remember the Day’ (20th) and 
stageshow (3d-final wk). Slowing in 
pace to around $30,000, after sock 
second week of $54,000 and first of 
$85,000. ‘I Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th) moves in Friday (16). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and, on vaude bill, Romo Vincent 
and Joan Merrill. Boxoffice good, 
with countup looking about $24,000. 
Last week, ‘Smilin Through’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Lucille Ball, Desi Ar- 
maz, others, $27,000, fine. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ (WB) and Jimmy Dorsey (2d 
wk). They’re packing ’em in here, 
this week (2d) appearing $48,000 or 
thereabouts, exceedingly good. On 
the first eight days take was $64,500, 
best for any eight days here. The- 
atre has been getting $1.10 at night 
instead of its customary 99c, which 
helps make this sensational business 
possible. 


‘Hellz’ Solid $10,000, 
‘Babes’ Okay $7,500 
In Sluggish Indp's. 











Indianapolis, Jan. 13. 
It’s quiet in the downtown sector 
this week, with three of big houses 
riding along with holdovers. ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’ at the Indiana is biggest 
thing in town, but not up to expecta- 


tions. ‘Base on Broadway’ and ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ is about average on 
the second week at Loew’s, as is 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ and 
‘Marry the Boss’ Daughter’ at the 
Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
| 40)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Marry 
| Bo Daughter’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, same bill, 


good $9,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—“Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). Solid $10,000, but under 
expectations. Last week, ‘Died Boots 
On’ (WB), fair in 8% days with 
| $8,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—Bete’s Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ (Col) (2d wk). Nice 
Last week, same bill, terrific 





tasia’ was previously here on a 50- | $14,200. 


(Switow) (1,200; 15-25) | week run at $2 top, longest any 


talker ever had on Broadway on a 
twice-daily basis. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(2d—final wk). On windup 


} 


Lyric ‘(Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 

40)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Flying Cadets’ (Par) (3d wk). Break- 
leven at $4,000. Last week, same bill, 
okay $5,800 


eight days down a lot to $20,000, or | 


a little over, mald. 
including New Year’s was close to 
$45,000, big. ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
(UA) opens here tomorrow morning 
(Thurs. ) 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,602: 35-44- 
55-75)—‘Sundown’ (UA) (3d-final 
i|wk). Check out tonight (Wed.) 





| 


the concluding week, while second 
was $19,000. On 2li-day run very 
profitable. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G) (3d-final 
wk). Holding up well at $8,000 this 
week (3d), closg behind last stanza 
(2d), when slightly over $8,500 was 
grossed, 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘They Died With Boots On’ 
(WB) and ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) 
(both.2d run). Changing the open- 
ing day here to Friday. This show 
will do about $8,000. Behind that, 
‘How Green Was Valley’ (20th) (2d 
run), singly, was held nine days for 
take of $11,000, over average. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Gene Krupa, Dinah Shore, 
others (3d wk). A champ show, 
with the second week, ended last 


night (Tues.), clocking mighty $60,- | 


000, following an initial seven-day 


The first week, | ‘Purchase’ Neat $9,900 


| Memphis; Holdovers Dip 


}with around $13,000, satisfactory, for | 


Memphis, Jan. 13. 
This is holdover week in Memphis 
with al] four major first-runs re- 
taining top attractions beyond usual 
seven-day period. ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ stuck around 10 days for one 
of best weeks here. 


Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Man Came to Dinner’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Nice $3,750 cn h.o. after tall 
$7,800 first week. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Bob 
Hope musical garnered $9,900 in 10 
days, swell. ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) 
opened Saturday (10) and may hit 
near $6,000. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
This one led the town narrowly last 
week with $8,000 in its New Year 
week and is nudging $3,700 for the 
second stanza, currently. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)-— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk) 





Labeled a critics’ picture at start, 
but doing okay $3,600. Last week, 
socko $7,700. 
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‘Playmates -Phil Spitalny $18,000, 
Philly; Eager’ Same, ‘Babes’ 156 1.0. 





Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

Biz continues on a cheery note in 
Philly this week. Although most 
deluxers are featuring holdover at- 
tractions ,ihe wickets are turning at 
a rapid gait. 

New product getting the best play 
is ‘Johnny Eager’ with ‘Suspicion’ 
running a close second. Only other 
film making its bow is ‘Playmates’ 
which is teamed with Phil Spitalny’s 
band. Surprising everybody is the 
continued hefty business reported 
by ‘Swamp Water’ now winding up 
its sixth week at the Stanton. Book- 
ing has been shifted for ‘Citizen 
Kane’ from Aldine to Boyd where its 
skedded to open after the current 
attraction. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Green Walley’ (20th) (2d_ wk.). 
Lush $12,000 for holdover sesh. In- 
itialer good for a terrific $18,500, 
near record for this small-seater._ 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—'Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d 
run) (2d wk.). Cleaned up version 
of Garbo starrer getting okay $3,200. 
Last week, same film, fair $3,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Satisfactory 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Man Came 
Dinner’ (WB) wound up its second 
canto with a sweet $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 ) 


—Playmates’ (RKO) with Phil 
Spitalny orch. Combo netting fair- 
ish $18,000. Last week, ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (WB) plus Count 


Basie and Hattie McDaniel, bangup 
$26,000 for holiday week. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Setting neat 
pace, $18,000, smashy f .this week. 
Last week, ‘Bedtime SfBry’ (Col), 
disappointing $13,000. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) (2d run) 
(24 wk.). Air-minded comics still 
good for long flight with $4,500. Last 
week, husky $8,000 for initial ride of 
second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Just shading par with $4,500. 
Last week ‘Remember Day’ (20th) 
didn’t fare quite so well with $4,000 
for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Babes Broadway’. (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Plenty of power in this Rooney-Gar- 
land musical with nifty $15,000 for 
second sesh. Last week, a dizzy 
$29,000, abetted by terrif holiday biz. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 45-46-57)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (6th wk.). 
Proving the season’s sleeper with 
bangup $4,000 for sixth and final 
sesh. Last week, same meller, sock 
$5,000. ‘Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ 
bows Saturday (17). 


OLSEN-JOHNSON TOPS 





PORT., BANGUP $10,000 





Portland, Ore., Jan. 13. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ only new show 
this week, is going over with a bang 
at the Broadway, following its stage 
appearance here recently. Theatre 
employed ‘Oscar’ character to comb 
town for Mrs. Jones with neat ex- 


ploitation results. Screwy character 
wanders streets with potted plant 
and gives away Olisen-Johnson but- 
tons. 

Ice storm hit city last week, sock- 
ing theatre biz badly. Holdovers 
dot theatre map, ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ doirig best on its second ses- 
sion. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). Banging away for great 
returns, with strong $10,000 likely. 
Aided by an elaborate exploitation 
drive. Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ 
(WB) (2d wk) with ‘Melody Lane’ 
(U) (st wk), rousing $8,000 and 
moved to Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)— ‘Died Boots On’ 
(WB) and ‘Melody Lane’ (U). 
Moveover from Broadway for a 
third stanza downtown. Nice $3,500 
in four days. Last week, ‘Texas’ 
(Col) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), 
$5,500, a high score for this h.o. 
house. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Green Valley’ 
(20th) (2d wk) with ‘Secrets Wolf’ 
(Col) added. Great $6,900. Last 
week, single billed, cleaned up 
gigantic $10,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d wk) 
with ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) (ist 
wk). Rugged $7,100, and best hold- 
over in Portland. First week topped 
the town with terrific $15,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) and ‘Road Agent’ (U) (1st wk). 
Slick $7,000, after building up a 
massive $9,000 last week. 





B’KLYN B. 0. SHIVERS 
‘Boots On’ $15,000 on 3d Wk.— 
‘Soldier’ and ‘Intl. Lady’ Fair 14G 

Brooklyn, Jan. 18. 
‘They Died With Boots On’ at Fox 
and ‘How Green Was My Valley’ at 





Albee, both holdovers, are doing 
\fairly well considering the weather. 
|‘Boots’ is solid even on its third 
| stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Date 
Falcon’ (2d wk). Okay $12,500. 
Last week, with prices slightly 
upped, strong $25,000. ; 

Fox (Fabian) 4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Sailor 
Leave’ (Rep) (3d wk). Still going 
strong, attractive $15,000. Last week, 
first-rate $22,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Intl. Lady’ (UA). Fair $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
oke $12,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55) —‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘In 
Army’ (WB). Weak $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col) (2d wk), good $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col) and stage 
show featuring Harry James’ orches- 
tra, Billy Rayes, others, neat $11,000 
in four days. Last week, ‘Top Sgt. 
Mulligan’ (Mono) plus Phil Regan 
and Dick Rogers’ orchestra on stage, 
six days, mild $10,000. 


‘Valley’ Green $15,000 
Prov. Acer; ‘Ball Fire’ 
916, ‘Babes’ 96 on H.0.s 


Providence, Jan. 13. 

Majestic’s ‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ is bringing plenty of green 
paper in this week to head the list. 
‘Ball of Fire,’ on its second week at 
RKO Albee, is still plenty hot, and 
Loew’s State, with ‘Babes On Broad- 
way,’ is an okay holdover. Five-inch 
snowfall hurt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Still burning along 
at nifty $9,500. Last week, same 
combo, smash $18,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,460; 28-39- 
50)—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) (2d 
run). Still nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Rise, 
Shine’ (20th) (2d run), zippy $4,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘South Tahiti’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Carrying to neat $6,000. Last week, 
‘Sierra Sue’ (Rep) and vaude, zowie 
$7,500. 














| Snob’ 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) and ‘Perfect 
(20th). National plugging of 
pic helping for sock $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Died With Boots’ (WB), nifty 
$14,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 22-55- 
65)—Earl Carroll Vanities on stage 


with ‘Mountain Moonlight’ (Mono). 
Swell $8,500 in four days. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Hefty $9,000 on holdover. Knocked 


off sturdy $18,000 in first week. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Bahama Fassage’ (Par) and ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ (Rep) (2d wk). Slipped a 
bit, good $5,000. First week, sock 
$12,000. 


Frozen Wickets 





Milwaukee, Jan. 13. 


With a below zero cold wave 
running into its second week, the 
mercury one day hitting 23.2, the 
lowest temperature recorded 
here in 57 years, business in all 
theatres dived last week and hit 
the lowest marks ever known. 

Gross in one house, and not a 
small one either, was $4, accord- 
ing to Harry Perlewitz, business 
manager of the Independent 
Theatre Protective Assn., of Wis- 
consin and Upper Michigan, 











BOOTS ON’ 116, 
CINCY WINNER 


Cincinnati, Jan, 13. 

Cinema biz tottering back to nor- 
malcy after going to great heights 
New Year’s week. Major houses of- 
fered the best assortment of b.o. 
produc: here in Cincy for that week. 
Six-day siege of sub-zero tempera- 
ture hurt but vanished Saturday (10), 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Babes Broad- 
way’ (M-G), sensational $18,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Excellent $7,500 following big $12,000 
in initial week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par), split with 
‘Road Agent’ (U) and ‘Let ’Em Have 
It’? (PRC). Favorable $1,800. Last 
week, ‘District Attorney Carter Case’ 
(Rep) and ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) 
and ‘Miracle Kid’ (PRC), good $1,900. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Helzapoppin’ (U) (2d wk). Peppy 
$5,000 on heels of first week’s tall 
$10,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. All 
right $4,500. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) (2d run), hefty $6,000. 
‘Valley’ got a wham $16,000 in first 
week at Albee. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th). Third week 
downtown, fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th), also on third, 
fair $4,000, on switchover after 
whopper $15,000 for fortnight at 
Shubert. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Pulham’ (M-G). Fairly good $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO), 
very good $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Glamour Bov’ (Par) and Teddy 
Powell’s orch topping stage show. 
Pleasing $11,000. Last week, ‘Down 
San Diego’ (M-G) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy’s band plus acts, fair $10,000. 
For week ended New Year’s Day 
the house’s season record of $18,500 
was set by ‘Swing It Soldier’ (U) 
and Martha Raye personaling. Scale 
upped to 75-$1.10-$1.50 for two re- 
oo performances New Year’s 

ve, 








MONTREAL UPTURN 


‘Laughing’ Bright $7,000—Purchase’ 
6G, ‘Soldier’ 614G, Both H.O’s 


— 


Montreal, Jan. 13. 

Three repeats currently indicate 
an upturn in grosses after the holi- 
days, with ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ at 
Capitol in the top position, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ and ‘Chocolate Soldier’ are 
strong holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 











Det. Biz Okay Despite Auto-Making 
Curb; ‘Valley’ $30,000, ‘Sundown’ 156 





Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Although the town has been hard 
hit by the current switch-over of the 
huge automobile plants into arsenals, 
grosses are holding up reasonably 
well. Biz is off in some sectors but 
top bills are continuing to pull nifty 
figures, 

‘How Green Was My Valley’ is 
drawing the big green stuff at the 
Fox coupled with ‘Gentleman at 
Heart.’ Michigan is off slightly with 
‘Sundown’ and ‘Lydia’ but the 
United Artists, on its second week of 
‘Babes on Broadway’ and ‘Night of 
January 16’ is healthy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘Rise, Shine’ (20th: and ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th). Moveover from the 
Fox, ordinary $5,000. Last week, 
‘Started with Eve’ (U) and ‘Cadet 
Girl (20th) (2d wk), nice $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)— ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 





| ‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th). Huge 
| $30,000. Last week, ‘Rise, Shine’ 
(20th) and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th), 


helped by a $7,500 lift at $2.20 top 
midnight show and eight days, came 
through with big $24,000, 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65) — ‘Sundown’ (UA) 
‘Lydia’ (UA). Fair $15,000. 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA), in holiday 
stretch of eight days and midnight 
show helper, swell $21,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) and ‘Tanks Million’ (UA). 
Moved over from Michigan, so-so 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
(4th wk), good $9,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Babes Broadway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) (2d 
wk). A _ solid $9,500 after huge 
$15,000 in holiday stanza. 








‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Pointing to good $6,000 after sturdy 
$8,000 last week. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Look Laughing’ (WB) and ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO). Solid $7,000, and 


best in town. Last week, ‘Died Boots 
On’ (WB) and ‘Cagey Canary’ (WB 
short), good $7,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Neat $6,500 in sight, after handsome 
$9,500 last week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘9 Lives 
Not Enough’ (WB). Trim $6,000 
ahead. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Swing It Soldier’ (U), 
nice $5,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 

‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Nice $3,500 in sight after good $4,500 
last week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Serenade’ and ‘Les Maris de 
Ma Femme.’ Robust $5,000. Last 
week, ‘L’Homme Qui Cherche la 
Verite’ and ‘La Crise est Finie,’ fair 
$3,600, 


Cab Calloway Orchestra 
And ‘Kildare’s Victory’ 
Paces $17,000, Buffalo 


Buffalo, Jan. 13. 
Ticket windows in the downtown 
sector are continuing to show grati- 
fying activity this round. Despite the 
longest beating of the season from 


snow and sub-zero weather, current 
coin numerals are in the upper 
levels. 


Cab Calloway paired with ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s Victory’ is way out ahead 
at the Buffalo with ‘Dr. I.Q.’ teeing 
off Monday with the first of five 
weekly shows. Doing nearly as well 
as previous holiday week. Holdovers 
of ‘Babes on Broadway’ and ‘Corsi- 
can Brothers’ are strong contenders 
at the Lakes and ipp while 
‘Suspicion’ at the Century is satis- 
factory. Last week’s big markers in- 
clude overflow midnight New Year's 
Eve shows. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) with Cab 
Calloway on stage. Calloway gets 
credit for most of corking $17,000 or 
over. Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ 
(WB), plenty impressive at $18,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mighty sweet holdover takings at 
$10,000. Last week, socko $19,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Corsi- 
can Brothers’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ 
(2d run). Gathering stout coin, 
about $8,500. Last week, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ (Par) (2d run), terrif re- 
peat session at $9,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Campus’ (Col). Whittled by 
weather, $6,500. Last week, ‘Ap- 
er ree Love’ (U) and ‘Swing 

oldier’ (U), fancy $9,500, 

Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Getting snug 
play, nifty $9,000, Last week, ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO), neat $8,000. 








‘Boots On’ Neat $3,600 


In Holdover Lincoln 


Lincoln, Jan. 13. 
News of this week concerns the 
holdovers, ‘Boots’ and ‘Babes on 
Broadway’ are standout. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘King Dodge City’ 
(Col) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep), split 
with ‘Underground Rustlers’ (Mono) 
and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Light 
$700. Last week, ‘Double Trouble’ 
(Mono) and ‘Riders Badlands’ (Col), 
— \ Le falas ar Horseback’ (Par) 
and ‘Coun air’ (Re 
$800. y p), medium 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
10-30-44 )—'Babes Broadway’ (M-G) 
wk.). 0-so $2,200. Last week 
good $3,600. ’ “en 
nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-20-25)— 
Badlands Dakota’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Chorus’ (U). About average $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and 
“Among Living’ (Par) split with 
Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Men Timber- 
— 1, pee 
ate (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-20- 
25)—Sign Wolf’ (Mono) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col) split with ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (RKO), Dull $1,200. Last week, 
‘Three Girls’ (Col) and ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ rx 3 six days, $1,000. 
; Stuart (C-P) (1,884; 10-30-44)— 
Design Scandal’ (M-G) Average 
$3,200. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par), house opener, lacked some- 
thing, only $3,100, 
Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB). Okay $3,600 
in 10 days. ‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 





in for five days beginning Sunda 
(11), with going tough so ie. F 





‘Babes’ Robust $33,000 on H. 0. in Two 
Boston Spots; Remember’ N.S.H. L3G 


Boston, Jan. 13. 

‘Babes on Broadway,’ holding over 
at Loew’s Orpheum and State, is sti}] 
socko, after bangup biz last week. 
‘Ball of Fire’ is another winner, do- 
ing nifty at the Keith Memorial in 
its second week. Orrin Tucker and 
Bonnie Baker on the stage at the 
RKO-Boston is okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,206; 30-35-44-55. 
65)—‘Wolf Man’ (U) and stage show 
topped by Orrin Tucker band. Head- 
ing for pay dirt, around $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO) and 
stage show co-starring Carmen 
Amaya and Simone Simon, $16,000, 


fair. 

ena | (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
— Died Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB). Moveover from 
Met, aiming at so-so $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), from Met 
$7,000. ° : 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30- 
40-44-55)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Flirting with staunch $18,000 
for eight days. Last week, same duo, 
smash $28,000 for seven days, biggest 
week in a long time here. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 30-40- 
44-55)—"Remember Day’ (20th) and 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th). Seedy $13,000, 
Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ (WB) 
and ‘Body Disappears’ (WB), $20,000, 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44. 
55)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA) (2d wk). Smashe 
ing towards $19,000. First week, ine 
cluding midnight show, hit new rec« 
ord at these prices, $29,400. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40- 
44-55) —‘Died Boots On’ (WB) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Moved 
over from Met, okay $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), $9,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA) (2d wk). Shaping up to 
$14,000, big. First week, $24,200, big- 
gest tally in years at this scale. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
44)—‘Devil Pays Off’ (Mono) and 
‘Wings Honolulu’ (U). Medium $3.+ 
000. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U) and ‘Road Agent’ (U) (3d wk), 
solid $5,000. 


‘Lady for Night’ $7,000 
In Seattle; ‘Purchase’ 
$7,200, ‘Hellz’ 76, H.0.’s 


Seattle, Jan. 

_ Snow came to add to woes of 
sho#men this week, with business 
badly dented Wednesday and Thurs- 
day nights. Folks here aren’t used 
to it. Anyway, this week it’s mostly 
holdovers. 

However, the Liberty has a new 
picture, ‘Corsican Brothers,’ teamed 
with ’Miss Polly.’ Palomar has ‘Lady 
for a Night’ for a preem and is cash- 
ing on the publicity. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—"Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) (4th 
wk). Excellent $3,100. Last week, 
same pair, socko $3,800. 

Coliseum (H-F) (1,900: 23-40)— 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Never 
Rich’ (Col) (2d run). Good $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Unfinished Business’ (2d wk), oke 
$3,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Big $7.000. Last week, same 
pix, swell $13,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650: 30-40-58)— 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and ‘Miss 





13. 


Polly’ (UA). Trim $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
‘Blonde Singapore’ (Col) (2d wk), 


good $4,600. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 30-40-58)— 

‘Green Valley’ (20th) (8d wk). Nice 
$4,000 in eicht days. Last week, 
wonderful $5.000. 
, Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 30-40-58) 
—Hellzapopnin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) (2d wk). Hot $7,000 in 
nine days. Last week, went to a 
great $11,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Coast premiere for pix. 
Smashy $7,000, largely on the preem 
buildup. Last week, ‘Borrowed Hero’ 
(Mono) and Maior Bowes’ unit on 
stage, slow $6000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-58) 
—Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Excellent $7,200 for eight days 
of second session. Tast week, same 
opus rolled ‘em in for marvelous 
$15.000, tonning all predictions. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 20-40-58) 
—‘Keen ’Em Flying’ (U) (4th wk). 
Trim $240. Last week, terrific pace 
for $4.200. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
20-30)-—‘Navv Blues’ (WB) and ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col) (29d run). Big $3.000 on 
tap. Last week. ‘Lady Be Gond’ (M- 
G) and ‘Down San Diego’ (WB) (2d 
wk), big $2,800. 
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Jitters Return to Frisco; ‘Scandal 
14G, ‘Ball Fire’ NG, ‘Babes’ 126, 2d 








San Francisco, Jan. 13. 

All holdovers on the street with 
the exception of ‘Design for Scandal’ 
at Paramount. Night business is 
still about 15% below normal. Ex- 
hibs also feel that the income tax 
and threatered added taxes are 
keeping some customers away while 
others are alarmed over a supposed 
exodus of population due to fear of 
enemy bombing. No figures to back 
up either theory, however. Weather 
has been extremely cold which has 
hurt. 

Picture as a whole is spotty, some 
houses doing virtually normal while 
others are ay to survive. 
Daily papers have been carrying 
stories urging people to live normal 
lives, and go to theatres as usual. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Single bill still a powerful magnet 
and good for $12,000 despite condi- 
tions. Last ([st) week, rich harvest 
at $27,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 

65)—'Ball Fire’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Smash $20,000 on holdover. 
First week, an amazing $27,000, aided 
by the advanced tap on this engage- 
ment. Normal prices here are 39-44- 
55. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Carryover only fair, but okay $8,000. 
Last (1st) week, nice $11,700. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G). Benefiting 
by fact it’s the only new entry on 


the strect, plus extra newspaper 
space. Trim $14,000 probable. Last 
(2d) week, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 


(Par), fell off a little but still mighty 
fine at $13,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (475; 35-40- 
50 )}—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
(moveover). Third week on the 
street, average $5,000. Last (move- 
over) week, ‘New York Town’ (Par) 
and ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), fair $4,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld 
(1,100; 35-40-50) —Corsican Brothers’ 
(UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Still busy at nice $7,000. Last (2d) 
week, very good $9,100. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—Green Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Pulling class trade, near $13,000, 
nifty First week, this single-biller 
got a big $20,000. 


20-Below in Mpls. But 
Starr’-Inkspots Plus 
Hawkins Big $17,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 





Indications point to a break in the 
long stretch of 20-below-zero and 
worse temperatures which have 


raised havoc with most biz here. This 


apparently is all that’s needed to 
catapult ‘Yank in the R.A.F.’ at the 
State and the Orpheum’s ‘Belle Starr’ 
and the big stage show headed by 
Erskine Hawkins’ orchestra and the 


Four 
money 
Even the extreme cold, which was 
conducive to anything but theatre- 
going, couldn't hold down ‘Loujsiana 
Purchase’ and ‘Babes on Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)—~- 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) and 
‘Sealed Lips’ (U). In for five days, 
oke $1,500. Last week, ‘Midnight 
Hawaii’ (U) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ 
(WB), fair $1.200 in five days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600: 28-39-44)— 


Ink Spots into important 


‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Still rolling after a tremen- 
dous first week at the State, sock 
$5.500. Last week, ‘Louisiana Pur- 


aby 
500 after smash $13,500 first week at 
the State 

Gopher: (P-S) (998: 28)—‘Intl 
Lady’ (UA). Nice $3,500. Last week, 
‘Navy Blues’ (WB), good $3,200 in 
pite of weather. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2.890: 

‘Belle Starr’ (20th) 
Hawkins orchestra. vlus Four Ink 
Spots on stage. Weather slowed 
start but headed for fine $17,000. Last 
week. ‘Hellzanoppin’ (UU), disappoint- 


99-44-55) 


ing $7,000, 20-below-zero weather 
hurting. 

State (P-S) (2.300: 28-39-44)— 
Yank RAF’ (20th), Stretching 
toward giant $13,000. Last week. 
Babes Broadwav’ (M-G). immense 


$12.000. remarkable considering frigid 
weather. 
: Uptown (Par) (1.190: 28-39)— 
Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). First 
neighborhood showing, good $2.800. 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par). first 
neishborhood showing. fair $2,300. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350: 28-39- 
44-55)-—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). 
Moved here after wool each at State 
and Century where “ -Ueked on all 
eviinders. Trim ¢° ?” ast week 
‘All Monev Buy’ (PO) (94 wk) 
fair $1,500 after good $2,500 first 


Ww eek, 


vt 


Estimated Total Gross 
ROe6 WOO. «ccc ese. $1,745,100 
(Based on 24 cities, 171 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
a 
Total Gross Same Week 
Ps. Wr weno bee ons $1,688,600 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 theatres) 


‘Green Valley’ $12,000 
Despite Omaha Cold; 
Tarzan’ Solid $10,000 


Omaha, Jan. 13. 

Terrific cold snap following storms 
didn’t put the expected crimp in 
grosses this week and ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ eoupled with ‘All- 
American Co-Ed’ at the Orpheum is 
getting a _  nift total. ‘Tarzan’s 
Treasure’ and ‘Fiesta’ at the Omaha 
will run close while even the second 
week of ‘Ball of Fire’ and ‘A Date 
with the Falcon’ at the Brandeis will 
holii up- well. Paramount with ‘Babes 





Estimates for This Week 


very good considering weather. 


and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (15-40- 
55), fairly good $11,000 considering. 


‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col), mild 
$900 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Road Agent’ ), ‘Mystery Ship’ 
(Col) and ‘Missing 10 Days’ (Col), 
triple split with ‘Rulers Sea’ (Par), 
‘Flight Angel’ (WB) and ‘Bill Fargo’ 
(U), ‘Hit Road’ (U) and ‘Harmon 
Michigan’ (Col). Average $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Dude Cowboys’ (RKO), 
‘Buy Town’ (Par), ‘Private Nurse’ 


o (20th) triple split with ‘Blackout’ 
Key City Grosses (UA), ‘Beyond Range’ (Col) and 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep), ‘Parson 


Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Comes Navy’ 
(WB), so-so $800. 


‘PURCHASE’ $13,500 IN 
DENVER H.0.; ‘STORY’ 106 


Denver, Jan. 13. 
With temperatufres running inte 
the fifties after sub-zero readings 
last week, folks are not staying in so 





much, and first-runs are benefiting. | 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ is riding strong 
in its second week at the Denham 
and is holding for a third session. 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ is doing 
nicely in two theatres, Broadway 
and Rialto, after two previous weeks 
downtown, something unusual here. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), after a week 
at the Denver. Nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Green Valley’ (20th), good 
$5,000 after a week at the Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Green Valley’ (20th), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, now day and date with the 


; : -- | Rialto. Good $2,800. Last week, 
eee on second session is Tamhe! (REG) end ‘Weekend 
y- Three’ (RKO), after nine days at 


Orpheum, trim $3,000. 

(Par), (2d 
Big $13,500, and holding for a 
Last week, same pic- 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- en ( ri » 95.9501 
44)—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and J en te 
‘Fiesta’ (UA). Much _ improved | wx). 
$10,000 or thereabouts. Last week, | third stanza. 

‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G), $9,500, | ture, smash $14,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


44) — ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and | White, Perfect’ (20th). Solid $10,000. 
American Co-ed’ (UA), Strong} Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 
$12,000, and best in town. Last week, and ‘Sing for Supper’ (Col R good 
Lou Breese band and show on stage | $10,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


. —Babes -Broadway’ (M-G) = and 
Paramount (Tristates) | (3,000; 10-|‘Snitfire at Sea’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
30-44)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d | Nice $7,500. Last week, ‘Babes Broad- 
wk). Good $8,000. Last week,|/way’ (M-G) and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d wk) | (RKO). big $15,000. 
and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th) Paramount (Fox) (2.000: 25-40.— 
(ist wk), fair $8,500. - ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) and ‘Riders 
_Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- | Timberline’ (Par). Fine at $6,500. 
25-35-40)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and |r ast week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and ‘Tuxedo 
‘Date with Faleon’ (RKO) (2d wk), | ; 


nice $4,000. First week, $4,600. 








| Junction’ (Rep), good $6,500. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Green 


State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— | Valley’ (20th), after a week at each 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Down San /|the Denver and Aladdin, and now 
Diego’ (M-G) split with ‘New York |day-date with Rialto, and ‘Fiesta’ 
|Town’ (Par), ‘New Wine’ (UA) and | (UA), after a week at the Denver. 
|*‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col). Fair | Nifty $2,500. Last week, ‘Appoint- 
$1,000, aided by amateurs, Last week, | ment Love’ (U), after a week at 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Men in Life’ | each Denver and Aladdin, and 
(Col) split with ‘Texas’ (Col) and /‘Burma Convoy’ (U), good $2,200. 








L. A. Rolling Along: ‘Green Valley’ 


Sweet $32,500, ‘Ball Fire’ $2800 


In 11.0, ‘Boots On’ $21.5 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


CO eee $341,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 


NS een ere wit $359,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Boots On’ $14,000 Tops 
For Sub-Zero St. Louis; 
‘Dawn’ 106, ‘Babes’ 1236 


St. Louis, Jan. 13. 

The coldest weather in two years, 
with the mercury bouncing above 
and below zero has dented the box- 
office here. Loew’s with ‘Babes On 
Broadway’ probably will be the 
heaviest sufferer after a_ terrific 
$23,000 the first week, best in some 
time here. Fox, in midtown, should 
lead current session with ‘Died With 
Boots On.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and shorts 
(2d wk). Another $12,500 in the 
offing after the swell $23,000 garnered 
last week. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par) and 
‘Obliging Lady’ (RKO). Nice take 
at $10,000. Last week, ‘Remember 
Day’ (20th) and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ 
(U), $11,000. neat. 

Fox (F&M) 








(5,000: 30-40-50)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Should 
lead town with $14,000. Last week, 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 
President’ (Par), slipped a bit from 
fast start, $12,300, fair. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Remember 
Day’ (20th). $6,000 on two move- 
overs, good. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par), neat $7,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ 
(Par). Okay $3.500 for these chillers 
Last week, ‘Wake Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), $3,600, good. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


| 


| 
} 


Cold wave, with either snow, 


pectancy. 


atre-goers have recovered from 


jitters. 


sleet 01 
temperatures keeping hundreds at home, blasted box- 
office takings generally in current week, 
hardiest screen fare did anywhere near to normal ex- 
Letup in weather in some spots, however, 
brought out patrons quickly, attendance going up as 
mercury climbed, indicating that in most places the- 
war 


Even in Minneapolis, perhaps the coldest key spot 





sud-zero 


Only the ‘Boots’ is 


and blackout 


good in 


‘Cold Wave Dents Grosses Generally—Valley,’ ‘Purchase,’ | 


‘Boots,’ ‘Babes,’ ‘Ball Fire,’ ‘Hellzapoppin’ the Hottest 


in Memphis on 10 days; fine second week in Newark 
and good on its second Montreal session, 
rated 
in two Los Angeles theatres on second week; okay in 
‘@cinnati; still drawing big in Brooklyn with $15,000 
for third stanza; steady on its second Baltimore week 
and the best in Chicago at $42,000 currently, 

‘Babes’ also is largely a holdover, being smash to 
numerous 
$34,000 on its second Boston session in two houses; is 


the St. Louis leader: 


great $19,000 


key spots. Picture is a smash 


se’ (M-G) (moveover), great $4,- | 


and Erskine | 


in the nation, a recovery from 20-below readings sent 
grosses upward. Detroit is beginning to feel the ef- 
fects of curtailment of auto production with resultant 





switchover to armament manufacture. But even in 
the face of this, ‘How Green Was My Valley’ (20th) 
is getting a huge $30,000 there, away ahead of all 
| competitors. Other houses in the auto town are 
slowed down with sagging holdovers 
Holdovers, Wide Distribution 
‘Green Valley’ is getting widespread -distributior 


| currently, with many holdovers On tap. It’s credite 
with a sweet $32,500 in two Los Angeles theatre best 
two-house combo there. Film also is the leader in 
Providence, with a green $15,000; tops in Omaha 
despite weather; going strong on third stanza in Balti- 
more; doing lush biz in Philadelphia on its second 
week and a nifty $13,000 on its Frisco holdover 
Credited, also, with fine business on its second stanza 
in Jersey City, same for Brooklyn, great on its second 
Portland week and doing satisfactorily day-and-date 
in two Denver houses on moveover, Pittsburgh tak- 
ings are sturdy in the second session, the top holdove1 
figure for house it is playing. 

‘Variety’ correspondents in key cities reveal “Louis- 
iana Purchase’ (Par), ‘They Died With Their Boots 
On’ (WB), ‘Babes on Broadway’ (M-G, ‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO), ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), and ‘Corsican Brothers’ 
(UA) also as great coin-getters. 

‘Purchase,’ now in its second and third weeks, still 
continues sturdy in around 9 principal spots. It’s okay 
on a third week in K.C.; strong on the third sesh in 
Los Angeles: still a sensational money-maker at N. Y 





Paramount with $60,000 on its second week; leade 
| with $13.300 on second Denver stanza; profitable ir 
| Indianapol t holdover in Portland; nearly $10,00' 





solid on second week in Detroit; hefty for its second 
Providence stanza; big on holdover in Seattle: good 
on second Omaha week while second weeks in Phila- 


delphia, Portland, Baltimore, Chicago, Denver and 

Buffalo measure up beyond expectations 
‘Ball of Fire’ continues hot at the wickets although 
now playing holdover dates entirely in pricipal cities. 
Mighty big is the K. C. report: smash $21,000 in its 
second Frisco week, aided by vaudeville: big $23,000 
vo Los Angeles theatre on h.o.: staunch in Boston, | 

1 in Providence ar I Ds & 0 

Hefty Business in Spots 

Olsen-Johnson’s ‘Hellzapoppin’ also shows up in 


more key points, doing slick business in Cincinnatj on 
its second session, bangup in Seattle for nine days of 
second week, solid in Indianapolis and a strong $10,000 
in Portland, where unfavorable weather hurt. 
‘Coriscan’ takings are varying from nice to best film 
attraction in Frisco, in its third stanza there: Seattle, 


| Buffalo (on second run) and Pittsburgh, where $16,000 


| makes it the leading solo film. 


‘Pulham’ (M-G) runs 
from mild to town topper in Los Angeles, Cincy, Jersey 
City, Newark, Louisville and K. C. Film is the Louis- 


| ville leader with $10,000 and is stronger in Kansas City 


where it’s the ace picture grosser at $12,000. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Johnny 
Eager’ (M-G) indicate from scattered returns that they 
are potential ace attractions, 
Philadelphia where a smashy $18,000 makes it the 
leading single film grosser. ‘Dinner’ is excellent on 
second weeks in Cincinnati, Jersey City and Newark. 


It is still a cleanup at $48000 on holdover at New 
York’s Strand ‘Paris Calling’ (U), ‘Bedtime Story 
(Col) and ‘Lady for a Night’ (Rep), also appears n 
a fe ‘ sunt ive ttle it . \ e b.o 


| $4.200 


Latter shows only in | 





Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 

Local first runs continue to roll in 
a big way following the impetus 
provided by holiday sessions. ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ at State and 
Chinese joins the coin-grabbing pa- 
rade, which includes three holdovers 
in other key houses. Backed by an 
exceptional advance campaign. ‘Val- 
ley’ will lead town with a snappy 
$32,500 at the two houses. 

‘Ball of Fire,’ after smashing rec. 
ords in the holiday week at Pantages 
and Hillstreet with $41,000, keeps 
moving in the second stanza with a 
big $28,200. 


‘Died With Their Boots On’ at the 
Downtown and Hollywood is run- 
ning far ahead of ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ 
on similar booking a year ago witha 
smart $21,500 in second session, after 
a great $33,500 on the first week at 
the two spots. ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
at the Paramount is still a strong 
buy at $14,500 for the third week. 
Picture took a terrific $19,500 on the 
second session. With military au- 
thorities warning public to keep 
away from beach areas and good 
theatre weather, local biz is on the 
upbeat. Blackout scares and war 
jitters are forgotten. Warm weather 
over the weekend helped. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-75 )—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
Showing profit at $5,500. Last (3d) 
week, good $5,800 at pop scale. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-75) — ‘Green Valley’ (20th). 
Smart advance campaign, rolling up 
an excellent $14,500. Last week, 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Hay 
Foot’ (UA). Competition too strong. 


disappointing $10,000 for New Year’s 





Dewrtown (WB) (1.800: 33-44-55) 
| —Died With Boots’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Slick wicket action at $11.500 for 
second sesh. Last week, hefty $17,- 
500 
Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44. 
| 55)—‘Pulham’ (M-G) (3d wk) In 
stride at $4,000. Last week, good 
$5,700 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75) 
—‘Kane’ (RKO) (13th wk). Longest 
run for ‘Kane’ in country, holding 
post-holiday pace at close to $4,500, 
Last week, $5,200, highly profitable, 

Holivweod (WB) (2.756: 33-44-55) 
—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Fine $10,000, 
first stanza 


after whopping $16,000 








Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 

‘District Attorney’ (Rep) and Sally 
Rand revue. Sally’s far ill coine 
catching locally, good $14,500 Last 
week, ‘World Premiere’ (Par) and 
Jan Garber band on stage, fair 
$11,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 33-44-55)— 
Ball Fire’ (RKO 4 k) nd 

‘Swing Soldie (U \ ve 
$14,200 after record 19,000 « he 
first week with ‘Obli La as 
second feature 
| Paramount (Par) (3,595; 33-44-55) 
| —‘La. Purchase’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Happy $14,500 and holds for fourth 
| session, Second week, terrific $19,500 
after $30,000 on first se n, record 
for policy here. 

Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33-44-55) 
—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U). ‘Fire’ still 
glowing at big $14,000. First week, 
hot $22,000 and easily led town, with 
‘Obliging Lady’ (RKO) as supporting 





feature. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-75)—‘Green Valley’ (20th). Big 
opening gained trengtl fo: sock 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Chocolate Sol- 

| dier’ (M-G) and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), 


mild $12,000. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


33-44-55 )—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Moveover a 
bust at $2,600 Last week, final six 
lays ol ‘Dumbo’ (3d WK) ( kay 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55) 
—Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Lucky to reach 
soft $3,500. Last week, ‘Remember 
Day’ (20th) and ‘Blue, White, Pere 


fect’ (20th), profitable $6,000. 


Navy Calls Frank Wead 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

For years a script-writer on flying 
| pictures, Lieut.-Commander Frank 
| W. Wead goes back into active serv- 
ice Jan. 15 as special assistant to 
Capt. Ralph Davison, director of 
| Plans Division, in charge of organi- 
zation and operation of Navy aviae 
i10n. 

Currently Lieut. - Commander 
Wead is workit yn the script of 


RB 1 at RKO 





00 on 2d Wk. 





Pe | ats ee 


a“ “| 
CO hme Be 


Wogeeanes k 


Feast ae 


i! 


2 Cag 





Sgr a Cee KS! 


am Pat PRS aE” ES fees 


























12 





LARIETY Wednesday, January 14, 1942 











—-—— 








rightful successor to 
the many great 20th 






Hollywood Hh 


(tore 





Daily 


\ Yorery 


Showmen's 


yy Review 


Motion 
Picture 
Herald 


Motion 
Picture 
Daily 











Nes 


Lhe Story of Benjamin Blake 


with 








GEORGE FRANCES RODDY 
SANDERS + FARMER » McDOWALL 
John Carradine + Elsa Lanchester * Harry | 
Dovenport » Kay Johnson + Dudley Digges 
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Wants His Pix Panned 





Unique in publicity technique is the means employed by Arthur 
L. Mayer, operator of the Rialto, New York, in grabbing space in the 


papers in spite of the fact he advertises so little. 


writer, Mayer knocked one off to 


An avid letter- 
the N.Y. Times, complaining that 


this paper was ‘unfair’ to his kard-bitten ‘temple of horror’ films and 
otrer lower-bracket product by confining its list of 10 worst pictures 
of 1940 to those in the million-dollar production class. 

Times published his letter in full, including titles of certain ‘dogs’ 


which the Rialto had played during the past year. 


things, Mayer wrote: ‘At an early 


Among other 
date I trust The Times will try to 


right the injustice it has done and devote some space to the super- 
latively bad pictures produced even with low budgets in 1941.’ 








Coplan Heads New UA Canadian 


Division; Theatre-Exchange News 








David Coplan, formerly in charge 
of Columbia sales in Canada, has 
been placed in charge of a newly- 
created third division in United Art- 
ists, to embrace all of the company’s 
exchanges above the border. For- 
merly UA had only two divisions, 
one east and the other west, with 
Canada included in the latter. 

In a general realignment of UA 
gales, Carl Leserman, general sales 
manager, has shifted New Orleans, 
Dallas, Atlanta and Charlotte to the 
western division. Also, Jack Gold- 
har’s district has been shifted to in- 
clude the Detroit, Cleveland, Cin- 
cinnati, Indianapolis and Pittsburgh 
offices 

During the past week Leserman 
was in Cleveland for a meeting with 
Goldhar and exchange managers in 


his district, and also in Chicago for} 


a session with Charles Stearn, dis- 
trict manager, and branch heads in 
that zone. 


Engel To Boston 

Phil Engel, who has been attached 
to the Warner New York exchange 
on exploitation embracing New Eng- 
land, Albany and Buffalo territories, 
will make his headquarters in Boston 
in order to be in closer contact with 
Norman J. Ayers, district manager, 
who has all these branches under 
him. 

Under the new district manager 
setup, Ed Schnitzer has the Metro- 
politan New York area. 

Leiberman to U Sales 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

Ernest (Bunny) Leiberman, with 
WB managerial staff here for past 
five years, has resigned at the Squir- 
rel Hill theatre to become a Univer- 
Sal film salesman. He’s now in U’s 
Philadelphia office learning sales 
from ground up. Leiberman is a 
brother-in-law of Harry Kalmine, 
recently appointed general manager 
of Warners theatre circuit. 

The renovated Rivoli has reopened 
in nearby Cresson practically brand 
new. Two months ago fire broke out 
in projection booth and Ray Allison, 


owner of house, decided to renovate | 


the property. Spot was dark for 
Nine weeks during modernization. 

R. D. Ekas has been named man- 
ager of the Mars, Pa.. high school 
theatre. He succeeds E. L. Knaell, 
who died recently. 

New film row employees include 


Beatrice Neavitt at WB-FN and 
Pearl Michalson at 20th-Fox. who 
Succeeds Alice Jahns, resigned. 

Martin Wolfish has been added to | 
RKO booking department, replacing | 
Melvin Mann, who left to join the | 
U.S. marines. 


with RKO in Sioux Falls, Ia. 

Joe Fleshin, West Virginia sales 
representative for Producers Releas- 
ing Corv.. has resigned 

Bob Filson has been appointed 
booker for the Blatt Brothers cir- 
cuit _ He was formerly with chain at 
Austin and New Bethlehem. 

When Alvin theatre, ace down- 
town house in Harris chain. reopens, 
Probably around first of March, it 
will be known as the J. P. Harris, 
after founder of chain and the father 
of circuit’s current head man, John 
H. Harris. Except for last few years, 
there has been a Harris theatre in 
the Golden Triangle almost since 
turn of century, disappearing when 
first Harris was taken over by 
George Jaffe, burlesque impresario. 
couple of years ago and rechristened 
the Casino. 

_Alvin has been shut down since 
November, 1940, when roof caved in 
during a performance, more than 100 
patrons inside at the time miracu- 
lously escaping injury. Although 
scheduled to reopen last fall, it’s 


been continuously held up by in- | 
ability to get materials due to Gov- 


ernment priorities. 


(Continued on 


House is 
Page 16) 


+ 
vv 


Wolfish was formerly | 


being | 


RUBE GOLDBERG DEAL 
ON ‘HELLZ’ GOES COLD 


Deal for a series of Rube Gold- 
|berg cartoons for use in publicity, 
exploitation and advertising of 
‘Hellzapoppin’ went cold last week 
|following kuddles between the car- 
ltoonist, Jules Levey, producer, and 
| Universal execs, 





| One Goldberg drawing has been 
| bought, however, to be used in a 
}contest covering 33 high schools in 
;conjunction with the run at the 
Rivoli, New York. Over 50,000 
circulars are bing distributed to 
students in a ‘How Gags Are Made’ 
drawing contest. 





| 
‘Metro’s Exploitation 
Squadron Opens 


Memphis, Jan. 13. 
of exhibitors’ 





series 


Second of a 


ways and means of building busi- 
here 
200 


attendance. 


ness at the boxoffice, 
today 


theatre 


opened 


(Tuesday) with some 


operators in 


Conclave was arranged by H. M.|} 
Richey, assistant to William F. 
Rodgers, Metro distriftution man- 
ager, and follows the pattern suc- | 


cessfully launched a month ago at 
the held in Co- 
the Metro 
| group of sales executives and their 
speaker move to St. 
Louis, where a similar meeting will 
be held Thursday (15). 

Discussion was led by Joseph X. 


initial conference 


lumbus, O. From here 


guests will 


reau of advertising of the American 
| Newspaper Publishers Association. 


| His topic was ‘Some Broad Prin- 
| ciples of Newspaper Advertising,’ 
which was highlighted with charts 


thrown on a large film 
ballroom of the Gayosa 
Besa Short, who is in charge of book- 
ing short-reel films in the 

state Circuit, of Texas, spoke on 
‘Merchandising Junior Features.’ 


Others William 


hotel. Mrs 


£ 


who spoke are 


tation, and Edward Salzberg, an ex- 
hibitor of Bluefield, W. Va. 

Session here also was addressed by 
R. X. Williams, president of MPTOA 
of Arkansas, Mississippi and Ten- 
nesseé; M. A. Lightman, of Malco 
theatres, and Ed Kuykendall, na- 
tional MPTOA president. 


In addition to Richey and Fer- 
guson, the Metro entourage included 
John E. Flynn, central division sales 
manager; Harris P. Wolfberg, district 
manager; J. Frank Willingham and 
John X. Quinn, in charge of Mem- 
phis and St. Louis, branch offices, 
and Mike Simons, of home office 
staff. 

Meeting in St. Paul on 





Thursday 


will be at the Hote! Coronado. Fred 

| Wehrenberg, president of St. Louis 
MPTOA, is charge of welcoming 
i committee. 


Fire in Memphis) 2375,.0:; 


forums, devoted entirely to devising | 


Gooris, western manager of the bu- | 


screen in the | 


Inter- | 


Ferguson, director of Metro exploi- | 


Colin P. Kelly, Pearl Harbor, 
Corrigedor, Wake Island, 
Manila, Slap-the-Japs Fig- 
ure in Rash of Title Regis- 
trations 





SOME DISPUTES 


| 

Stunned like the rest of the na- 
tion by the sudden Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Hollywood's idea 
thinker-uppers were a bit slow get- 
ting started. By the end of the first 
week of the conflict, however, brains 
were in high gear, and the ideas 
were flowing with the usual speed, 
as evidenced by the flood of titles 
registered. 


Registrations, of course, indicate 
only that a studio has a thought in 
mind, not that it is definitely going 
through with a production. Actually, 
Hollywood still isn’t sure about how 
much war stuff it is going to turn 
out and how much straight es- 
capist material is going to fill the na- 
tion’s screens, 


Each successive day’s news breaks 
can be traced through the claims 
staked out for picture tags. They 
ran from ‘Remember Pearl Har- 
bor’ to ‘Colin P. Kelly, Jr.’ to ‘Cor- 


rigedor.’ 

Columbia is the only studio to 
have registered a gag title. It ringed 
‘Sink Fast, Mr. Togo,’ obvious 


takeoff on the 20th-Fox series which 
included “Think Fast, Mr. Moto.’ 
‘Pearl Harbor’ Popular 


‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ got the 
greatest call from the studios, with 
arbitration needed to determine who 
Vins first right to it. Metro and 
registered it simultane- 
ously, followed by Universal, then 
by Paramount and Warner Bros., 
which are tied for fourth and fifth. 
20th-Fox is sixth in line. ‘Pearl 
Harbor’ is held by Wanger, Small, 
Metro and WB in that order. 

‘Send Us More Japs,’ the content 
of the radio message from the Ma- 
rines on Wake Island, 





was 


Selznick in that order. Heroism of 
Colin Kelly may be immortalized by 
Edward Small, who was first with 


‘Colin P. Kelly, Jr.’, followed by 
Metro with “The President’s Letter’ 
and ‘West Point, 1956’ (request by 
F. D. R. that the prez in 1956 ap- 
point Kelly’s young son to the 
military academy. 20th-Fox 


and ‘1956... WB collared ‘Tribute 
to Kelly’ and ‘The Pittsburgh Pilot’ 





(Lieut. Boyd Wagner, Philippines 
| hero). 
| Wake Island popped up again 


with ‘Vigil at Wake Island’ (U) and 
| ‘Defenders of Wake Island’ (20th) 
| RKO has ‘The Garrison at Guam’ 
| and Par ‘Midway Islands’ and ‘Wake 


| Island.’ Col took “Three Cheers for 
| the Marines.’ 
Selznick staked ‘Manila Bay,” ‘The 


| Philippine Constabulary,’ ‘Remem- 
| ber Manila,’ ‘Manila’ and Corrige- 





jadopted at a 


imme- | 
diately pounced on by Par, WB and} 


has | 


‘Kelly of the USA,’ ‘Kelly the Third?’ | 


| week on 


dor.” U has ‘Escape from Hong 
Kong’ and Col ‘Remember the 
| Arizona.’ Small has ‘Remember 
| Honolulu’ and ‘Remem! Hawaii’ 
land Par ‘The Last Voyage to Ha- | 
wali.’ 
Corraled by Col is “The Navy 
Strikes Back,’ by WB ‘America 
Alert,’ by RKO ‘Inside Nazi Ger- | 


| many, 1941’, by 20th “Dakar,” by Col 
| ‘Dutch Harbor,’ and by Metro ‘Se- 
cret Army.’ 





‘Kane’ Award Given 
-To Schaefer By Crix 
| New York Film Critics award for 
| ‘Citizen Kane’ was presented to 
| George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy. at 
Leone’s, New York, Saturday 


(10), in conjunction with an NBC net 
broadcast at 10:30 p.m. 





| Orson-Welles and Mercury players 
} were cut in from the Coast in a 

scene from ‘Kane’, while J Fon- 
j taine did a bit fro Sus] 














EXHIBS VIE FOR SILVER 
BOMBER IN U CONTEST 


Solid silver replica of a twin- | 


motor Douglas bomber, worth ap- 
proximately $1,000, is to be given as 
prize to exhib selected for best ex- 
ploitation on ‘Cavalcade of Aviation,’ 
Universal short. 

Contest, which ends March 15, will 
hypo activities of exhibitors in in- 


forming the public about history and | 
development of aviation in connec- | 


tion with the short. 


Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, World 
War 1 flying ace, yesterday (13) pre- 
sented a model of the bomber, from 
which the silver trophy 


manager, in N. Y. 


TRIPLE CHARITY 
PREEM FOR 
REAP’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
premieres of 





Three 
deMille’s 
will be held simultaneously in New 


York, Los Angeles and Charleston, | 


S. C., late in February. Plan was 
Paramount 
huddie attended by Neil 
general sales manager, and 
Gillham, advertising and 
chief while here from New York. 

Film will be shown as a special 
until after Easter, when it goes into 
general release. Receipts of the 
three premieres will go to naval 
charities in the three cities. Charles- 
ton was chosen because most of the 
backgrounds were filmed there. 

Agnew, Gillham Back 

Neil Agnew, 
Bob Gillham, 
director of Paramount, returned east 
Monday (12) after looking at new 
product at the Coast studios of the 
company with a view of planning 
sales and campaigns. 

While at the studie they looked at 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ ‘Fleet's In, 
‘Holiday Inn,’ and lesser pictures in 
addition to portions of others that 
are not yet completed. 


Agnew, 
Robert 


N v.p. over sales, and 


advertising-publicity 





Metro to Tour Defense 
Worker Hero with ‘Smith’ 


Joseph Smith, who guested last 
the ‘We, the People’ radio 


program to receive a War Depart- 
ment citation for bravery for hi 
action in preventing an explosion in 


a defense factory, will be toured by 


Metro connection with forth- 
coming release, ‘Joe Smith, Amer- 
ican.’ Plan has the approval of the 


Government, which sees the stunt as 
a valuable tieup to boost defense 
worker morale. 

Smith, a welder in a factory mak- 
ing gas masks, was burned when he 


grabbed a white-hot pipe and turned 


| off a gas 


line which had accidentally 
caught fire. Flames were about to 
reach a large gas tank. ‘Joe Smith’, 


ithe title character also saves a de- 


night | 


fense plant, but by refusing to 
divulge information to saboteurs who 
have kidnapped him. 


Pollock Minus Appendix 

Lou Pollock, eastern exploitation 
head for Universal, had his appen- 
dix yanked last week at the Fiftl 
Avenue Hospital, New York. 


iy {ro | 


e f W PE 





is to be | 
made, to B. B. Kreisler, U shorts | 


Cecil B.! 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’) 


studio | 


publicity | 


DAINCE ON W.K. WBKicks Up Publicity Hornet's Nest 


PACIFIC NAMES By Slighting Johnstown (Pa) Pride 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

| Warner lot in Hollywood certainly 
| kicked up a tale of two cities when 
‘The Pittsburgh Pilot’ was announced 
| as the title of a forthcoming picture 
| which will glorify the exploits of 
Lieut. Boyd (Buzz) Wagner, one of 
| the air heroes of the Philippines. 
Pittsburgh’s only claim to Wagner 
is that he attended Pitt here and it’s 
only an innocent bystander, but Wag- 
ner’s home town, Johnstown, Pa., 
the famous Flood City which is 
about 70 miles from here, is raising 
the roof. 


Day after announcement from Coast 
was made, telegrams from Johnstown 
began pouring in on Warners. 
Chamber of Commerce and Flood 
City’s Mayor John A. Conway led 
the protests, claiming Johnstown 
wouldn’t stand for the mistitling. 
At same time, citizens of Wagner's 
home town began circulating a peti- 
tion demanding the picture at least 
be called ‘The Johnstown Pilot,’ and 
petition will have several thousand 
names when it is forwarded to 
Hollywood this week. First name on 
it will be that of Mrs. Boyd M. 
Wagner, the hero’s mother. 


In its original release, Warners 
said Wagner had once ushered in a 
Warner theatre in Pittsburgh. He 
was an usher for Warners also in 
Cambria and State theatres, both 
of which are located in Johnstown, 
Warner headquarters here, with an 
eye to vee the issue alive until 
picture Comes out, couldn't find any 
excuse for Pittsburgh city fathers 
to demand that the title first an- 
nounced be retained, so decided to 
keep hands off and let Johnstown 
itself go to bat. 

Newspapers there have taken up 
the crusade, devoting space on front 
| pages to injustice of identifying 
Wagner with Pittsburgh. At the in- 
stigation of Chamber of Commerce, 
Johnstown organized a_ voluntary 
service clubs committee with five 
representatives each from Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Lions and American Busi- 
ness Clubs to see ‘the thing through 
to a finish.’ 


15 CAN. CITIES PREM 
‘PARALLEL’ DAY ’N’ DATE 


Toronto, Jan. 13 
Fifteen key cities across Canada 
will hold simultaneous premieres on 
Jan. 15 of ‘49th Parallel,’ the five- 
star, 12-reeler made in Canada and 
Britain by Ortus Films at a reported 
cost of just under $1,000,000. The 








stars are Laurence Olivier, Leslie 
Howard, Raymond Massey, Anton 
Walbrook and Eric Portman. 


The 
principal girl interest is supplied 
by 16-year-old Glynis Johns, who re- 


placed Elizabeth Bergner in the 
part 
The most publicized oper will 
be staged at the Capitol, Ottawa, 
ere the governor-general wil! 
peak and Massey will be present. 
Arrangements are underway to have 
Olivier and Howard broadcast mes- 
iges from Britain. The Ottawa 
opening will be carried on the n 
tional network of the Canadian 


Broadcast ng Corp 

Distribution is being handled in 
Canada and the United States by 
David H. Coplan, of Columbia, but 
this will be his last task for the firm 
he has been with for 15 years north 
and south of the border. He has 
just resigned as Canadian sales man- 
ager of Columbia to become Ca- 
nadian supervisor for United Art- 
ists, but is remaining with Columbia 
until after the launching of ‘Paral- 
lel.” Jirmmie Cowan is handling the 
exploitation. 


Davidson Back West 


Sid Davidson, who has been in 
New York for several months in 
charge of field exploitation for ‘Keep 
"Em Flying’ and ‘Hellzapoppin’, re- 

rned to the Coast on Sunday (11), 
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The biggest comedy 
news of the year! The 
most uproarious ... the 
most heart-touching pic- 
ture ever filmed...its joy 
enriched by Chaplin’s 
music, its humor made 

even more hilarious by 

- Chaplin’s words... Its the 

world’s great laughing 
picture! 
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All Australian Film F Prodaction 
Halted Due to Terrific Taxation 








Sydney, Dec. 20. 

Australian feature-length yproduc- 
tion has halted completely, with lit- 
tle, if any, prospect of resuming in 
1942, according to film execs here. 
Terrific taxes are given as the major 
reason for no-production decision. 

Case in point concerns locally- 
made ‘40,000 Horsemen,’ backed last 
year by Hoyts theatre circuit, Herc 
McIntyre, Universal, and a prior 
government. Pic clicked tremen- 
dously locally and the government 
was paid back within three months, 
with the rest of the backers looking 
for high profits from the British 
playdates. ‘Horsemen’ was directed 
by Charles Chauvel, who likewise 
planned to use coin on British profits 
for solo production, 

After a successful British run, the 
British tax authorities stepped in 
and grabbed 10 shillings on every 
pound (about $1.80; $4 the pound) 
earned by the pic, and when this 
money was sent to Australia, the la- 
bor government, on a new wartime 
company tax, grabbed a further eight 
shillings (about $1.40), thereby leav- 
ing pic’s sponsors just two shillings 
to every pound for the toil and 
sweat put into the film (20 shillings 
to each local pound). 

Fortunately, the home run gave 
back production costs, plus a little 
extra, but that British grab, plus new 
labor tax, zeroed all hopes of a siz- 
able bankroll to allow Chauvel to 
continue in °42, 

Consequently home producers are 
mostly giving attention now to sub- 
jects backed by Department of In- 
formation as propaganda. 


OSWALD STOLL 
DIES IN LONDON 


London, Jan. 13. 

Sir Oswald Stoll, 76, died here 
last Friday (9) after a week’s ill- 
ness with pneumonia. He was 
known as London’s foremost the- 
atre manager for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, during which he made and lost 
several fortunes. 

Stoll, born in Melbourne, 
tralia, opened his first theatre 
Liverpool in association with his 
mother at the age of 14. He was 
chairman and managing director of 
Stoll Picture Productions, Ltd., and 
a chain of British theatres at the 
time of his death. 

Stoll’s death is thee second of a 
British show business notable within 
the last six weeks. Oscar Deutsch, 
head of Odeon Theatres, died on 
Dec. 5 following a long illness. 


LONDON DOES STRONG 








Aus- 
in 





HOLIDAY PICTURE BIZ; 





Film theatres chalked up amaz- 
ingly good business in the year-end 
week in London, according to cabled 
advices received in New York Mon- 
day (12) by David Rose, Paramount’s 
managing director for Great Britain. 

The week was described as the 
best registered by London cinemas 
in a long while. 





Reciprocal Film Tax for 
Argentine Sought in Spain 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 4 

Argentine Ambassador to Spain 
Dr. Adrian C. Escobar is currently 
negotiating to secure same tax priv- 
ileges for Argentine picts in Spain 
as Spanish picts currently receive 
here, Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
revealed. 

Current regulations of the Franco 
government require that for each 
three imports exhibited one film 


must be made in Spain at a minimum 
cost of 750,000 pesetas. Argentine 
exhibs claim the figure is far more 
than they can pay. Add that foreign 
Production is impractical and insist 
that Spanish films face no such hur- 
dles here, 


Attempts to unfreeze Argentine | 
film coin in Spain are also being | 
| been 


made by Dr. Escobar, one-time Post- 
master General of Argentina. 


vi 





Rose Sets Coast Trip 


David Rose, Paramount’s manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, pres- 
ently in the U. S. for homeoffice con- 
fabs and a visit with his family, 
plans going to the Coast the latter 
part of next week. He will look at 
new product and attempt to signa- 
ture name players for British quota 
production pictures to be made this 
year in London. 

Rose likely will start back to Lon- 
don the first of February. 


Nazis Fail to Halt Showing 
Of Anti-Totalitarian Film in 
Buenos Aires; Pic Cheered 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 4. 

Strongest anti-totalitarian propa- 
ganda ever to be shown here, March 
of Time’s “Peace—By Adolf Hitler,’ 
has been drawing tremendous audi- 
ence response in first-run Buenos 
Aires theatres, with attempts by 
Nazi hecklers to cause withdrawal 
of the film unsuccessful despite re- 
peated demonstrations. 

Municipality, after okaying the pix 
and permitting its advertising under 
the original title, ordered RKO to 
change billing to ‘Promesas de Paz’ 
(‘Promises of Peace’) a day before 
it was skedded to preem with ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ at the Ideal and 
with ‘Convoy’ at the Opera. Day 
after the opening Municipality also 
had RKO insert a slide explaining 
that all quotes attributed to der 
Fuehrer were lifted from his 
speeches, 

Otherwise, pic has had no official 
reaction although pro-Axis sympa- 
thizers have attended many perform- 
ances, hissing shots of Roosevelt, 
Churchill, Britain’s King and Queen, 
and others and applauding scenes 
where the Nazis march. Attempt 
has obviously been to get the regular 
cash customer to do the same, or 
failing this, to kick up enough of 
a row to cause the neutrality-in- 
sistent government to take steps. 

Audiences in general have refused 
to fall for the bait. While not as 
demonstrative as the Nazis, the pro- 
democratic—which means the major- 
ity—have had their chance to let go 
and have used it. 

Most telling scenes from the Latin 
point of view have been the Hitler 














peace promises as done into Spanish | 
with a Germa: accent. These were | 
dubbed in New York and as far as 


localites are concerned couldn't be | 
better. They roar with laughter | 
every time the fugitive from the | 
painters union opens up with his| 


peace pledges. Hard to tell if the | 
words create as much of the effect | 
as the excellent mimicry of the well- 
recognized German-accented Span- 
ish. But the result adds up as pro- 
democratic. 





Ben Fuller Returns 
To Melbourne Vaude | 


Melbourne, Dec. 20. 
Sir Ben Fuller, in association with 
Garnet Carroll, has to 
vaude-revue production with leasing 
of King’s 
Sorlie’s vaude-revue 
to bow in, with local talent mainly. 


returned 





in this sector. George 


unit was first | 


Sir Ben says that he hopes to build 
a new chain of suitable houses for 
spotting vaude-revue, with chain to 
extend as far as New Zealand. 
Knight also said he was hopeful in 
1942, with the promise of a coin un- 
freeze to allow U. S. acts to come 
this way, to import complete U. S. 
unit shows. Overtures have been 
made to A. B. Marcus, American 
unit producer, for another Aussie- 
New ZZealand routing this year if 
the coin problem could be exited. 


Quits Odeon Post 


London, Jan. 13. 

George Elcock, director and an 
important stockholder in the Odeon 
theatre circuit here, has resigned 
from the board of directors. 

Resignation came after he had | 
offered the position of joint 
managing director with Ben Bates. ' 











Metro Theatre Holdings 
In Aussie Reach 5 Million 


Sydney, Dec. 20. 

Metro now holds about $5,000,000 
worth of theatre property in Aus- 
tralia, according to local estimates. 
Its buy of the St. James, Sydney, 
from John Fuller is said to have set 
Metro back some $2,000,000, and the 
purchase of the Liberty, Sydney, 
about $280,000. Balance is made up 
of holdings in Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Perth. Company holds 
more theatre interests in Australia 
than any other American company. 

The Liberty was formerly oper- 
ated with pix by Imperial Theatres, 
headed by Here McIntyre, of Uni- 
versal, and Dave Martin, now pro- 
ducing legit. Two bought the house 
from Joe Brown for $160,000 spent 
some $40,000 on renovations, finally 
selling to Metro. 

Apart from own theatre loop, 
Metro also owns distrib offices in 
key cities. Distrib and theatre op- 
erations are headed by Bernie Free- 
man, 


U.S. Distribs 


Snagged On 
Cuba Rentals 


Havana, Jan. 13. 

Agreement between Ernesto Smith, 
who operates 14 large theatres in 
Havana, and Jose Valcarce, who 
runs several important cinemas in 
Cuba’s capital city, to balk new 
upped rental terms for U. S. pictures 
is posing a problem for American 
distributors here. Thus far, 20th- 
Fox, Warner Bros., Metro and 
United Artists have refused to serv- 
ice theatres of either chain at the 
reduced rentals but are insisting on 
the new 60% deals in most instances. 
Smith-Valcarce combine seeks them 
at 40%, excepting the larger pro- 
ductions, which it would take at 
50%. Smith and Valcarce, peculiarly 
enough, have been bitter rivals for 
years. 

Reports here are that Columbia, 
RKO and Universal have agreed on 
terms offered by Smith and Val- 
carce, with Paramount likely to join. 

Odd part of the higher rental de- 
mands by several U.S, distributors 
is that any 60% deal actually does 
not represent a tilt where the dis- 
trib pays the full cost of advertising 
on a picture. On many big film 
deals the distributor always pay a 
percentage of the ad costs, numerous 
pacts running to 50% of all adver- 
tising expense. 














Giono Nips Pagnol On 
Rights to 2 French Pix, 


But Loses on a Third 


Marseilles, Dec. 22. 
A law suit with plenty of Parisian 
atmosphere was fought recently be- 
tween film producer-director Marcel 





Pan-American Exposition Called Off 
By Mex Govt Because of the War 





Shepherd Shephard 





London, Jan, 1. 

Sign in legit producer Firth 
Shephard’s reception room for 
actors, etc., reads: 

‘Firth is our shepherd; we shall 
not want.’ 

Shephard has three hit shows 
currently in the West End. 


Powers Due in N.Y. 
From Aussie After 
Hoyts Probe for Nat'l 


Sydney, Dec. 20. 

William Powers, presently here 
probing the Hoyts theatre circuit set- 
up for National Theatres, which con- 
trols Hoyts, clippers to New York 
sometime this month. It is believed 
that his place on the Hoyts’ board 
will be filled by a local nominee. 
Powers came here early last fall and 
had not planned to stay more than 
six months. Powers and J. Cecil 
Graham were named directors of 
Hoyts late in 1941. Graham subse- 
quently was named chairman of 
Hoyts’ board in a complete shakeup 
which saw the departure of Maurice 
Sloman, 

Ernest Turnbull, formerly general 
manager for 20th-Fox here, was 
named managing director and 
Herschel Stuart placed in charge of 
theatres and film buying. . Stuart 
formerly was with National in the 
U. S. 

Departure of Powers 











and also 
Warners, leaves only two Americans 
representing U. S. distributors 
Australia. 
Paramount’s managing director, and 
Clay Hake, 20th-Fox. RKO, Uni- 
versal, Metro Columbia and United 
Artists are headed by Aussies. 
Clark, for years Warners’ top man 
|in this sector, plans returning to the 
U. S. this month, Understood that 
he will take an executive position in 





will fill the vacancy, 





No knowledge of any switch by 
Clark is known at the Warner home 
office although at one time his 
|friends in N. Y. heard that he 
| planned returning to America to take 
a theatre circuit job. It’s doubtful in 
N. Y. that he will join the homeoffice 
staff. 


Buenos Aires Film Biz 
Off; ‘Truth’ Fine $6,000 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 4. 











bring really top grosses to local first- 
runners this week. Biz was definitely 
spotty, with most houses off. ‘Noth- 
ing But the Truth’ (Par) at the Opera 
got first-money honors with 27,000 
pesos ($6,000). But the rea! surprise 
was ‘Down Argentine Way,’ titled 
here as ‘Al Ritmo de Dos Corazones’ 
(Two Hearts in Rhythm’), which 


rolled up an excellent 22,000 pesos | 
| suburb. 


($5,500) despite some apprehension 
about opening at all. 





Pagnol and author-dramatist Jean 
Giono. 

Giono claims he wrote the scena- 
irios for ‘Regain’ (‘Harvest’), ‘La 
Femme du Boulanger’ (‘The Baker’s | 
Wife’), both of which scored big 

- a 2 | 
successes in France and the U.S. and | 
‘Angele.’ Ragnol countered by ad- | 
mitting Giono showed him a ‘hazy 
sketch’ of ‘Harvest’ which, he said, 
ihe didn’t accept. He also denied | 


Giono’s rights to ‘Wife’. 


The judges decided Giono was 
right about ‘Harvest’ and ‘Baker’s 
Wife,’ but wrong about ‘Angele.’ 


Court ordered Pagnol to pay Giono 
2% of the gross receipts of the two 
picts but ordered Giono to pay nine- 
tenths of court costs. 


Sometime ago Giono declared he 
wasn’t satisfied with Pagnol’s inter- 
pretation of his scenarios. He added 
that, hereafter he would do his own 
producing and directing. 





Kreier Back 


Robert Kreier, 20th-Fox assistant 
European managing director, re- 
turned to New York last week from 
Lisbon. 


Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently worth about | 
22c, follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) | 
(1,400; 2.50-2 pesos) — ‘Target for 
Tonight’ (WB). Very weak, 1,000 | 
pesos, with lack of story appeal or 
stars held responsible. Picking up | 
and due for a holdover. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par). Ex- 
cellent 27,000, refuting predictors 
who held Bob Hope’s comedy would 
not go across in translation. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lauta- 
ret) (3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Life Begins for 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Satisfactory 
15,000 for second week; about half 
first week’s take. Expected to be 
strong in the nabes. be 

Normandie (Loeoco) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
—Down Argentine Way’ (20th). 
Socko 22,000. Extensive cuts to make 
this one fit the good-neighborhood 
policy didn’t seem to hurt biz. Car- 
men Miranda held chief draw. Pre- 
vious booking prevented holdover. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.50-2)—‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G). Split eighth and last week 


Air-conditioning wasn’t enough to | 


| 





Ralph Clark, formerly No. 1 man for} 


in | 
They are Harry Hunter, | 


the N. Y. office and that a local} $8,000,000 presently 


v 


Mexico City, Jan. 13. 
High hopes that Mexico entere- 
tained for a big tourist trade to 
start next fall and run until the end 
of May, 1943, have gone aglimmer- 
ing with the announcement that 


President Manuel Avila Camacho, 
who had a personal interest in the 
proposition, has reluctantly cancelled 
the concession granted a group 
headed by Pascual Ortiz Rubio, ex- 
President of Mexico, to stage here 
a Pan-American Exposition. Show 
was counted upon to draw at least 
250,000 good-spending trippers dur- 
ing its seven-month run. 

Exposition was originally skedded 
to open Nov. 20 (Mexican Revo- 
lution Day) 1939, and end the fol- 
lowing May 19. The outbreak of 
the European war forced switching 
of the fair’s dates, Oct. 12, 1942, to 
May 30, 1943. It was figured that 
the exposition, instead of being the 
world show it was intended to be, 
could be held as a Pan-American 
fiesta. But, it was ascertained, not 
enough countries could participate in 
the exposition and since everybody 
is now so fully occupied with the 
new twist in the war, it would have 
been best if the whole business 
were called off. 


SEE ANTIP EASE 
OF U.S. PIC COIN 


Sydney, Dec. 20. 

Well-informed circles within the 
Australian film biz look upon the 
| war link of the U. S. with the Brit- 
ish Empire as a sure medium to com- 
| pletely eradicate all differences that 
| have arisen between the U. S. distrib 
and the Aussie exhib. 

Indications are that the govern- 
ment, led by John Curtin as Labor 
Prime Minister, will look favorably 
upon the unfreezing shortly of 
held in cold 











| storage as U, S. film rentals. 


| 


| has dismissed with cos 
| by Dositeo 


| 
| 





| lower 


| out of management. 


| court in 
i 








LOCOCO WINS B.A. SUIT 
BROUGHT BY PARTNER 


Buenos Aires, Jan, 4. 
Commercial Appellate Court here 
ts suit brought 
his 
partner, Clemente Lococo, major ex- 
hib, for 700,000 pesos. Suit charged 
Lococo with improper conduct in run- 
ning their chain of houses and use 
of the corporation for private pur- 


Fernandez against 


poses. 


Complaint, one of the most im- 


portant of its kind in years, was neld 
by Lococo to have been the result of 
undercover action by his chief com- 
petition. Theatres involved were 
the nabes Pueyrredon, Flores, Fenix, 
Rex and San Martin of Flores, B. A. 
Court in its decision held 
that administrator appointed by the 
tribunal should be recalled, 
declaring that there was insufficient 


| documentary proof to support Fer- 


nandez’ claim that he had been edged 
Added that ad- 
minstrators should only be named by 
‘eases of imminent danger 
to the enterprise.’ 

Lococo, whose first-runners were 
not involved in the action, insisted 
that case was aetually an attempt to 
get at his major theatres and de- 
clared his opposition ‘wanted to sep- 
arate me from Fernandez and make 
him my enemy.’ Lococo’s answer, 
which named many leaders in the in- 
dustry for support, denied that he 
caused prices to be fixed higher than 
was proper for his partnership in 
order to get lower prices for his own 
houses; denied he had failed to con- 
tract Grade A picts which for per- 
sonal motives he could not show in 
his own houses; and refuted charges 
that he utilized personnel for pri- 
vate matters and took away from the 
company the best employees for his 
own theatres. Lococo retains right 
to bring criminal action against 
witnesses who have testified as well 








He was abroad three years. 


more than the previous full stanza. 





(5 days), rolled up hefty 10,000, 3,000 | as against Fernandez. 


But it’s un- 
| certain what action will be taken. 





ee 


Pg ble: SS gt B 


WPT Rp om 


ae Ean nee nd RRR Etat ~ 
promt eee esa: RE TAT 1a 





Ska oohty Hier negara tie 
‘ 0G SE oe ge ee F 3 
ee Re Sr a9 See aT mate 


cin beatae aaa 
bins L pve > 8 hye 


pr AiR 


‘Ba: q 
- \ we 
I 
? LD be 
Be 

re 

. 4 ag 

: 
; , 

: = 
y } 
‘ Pi 

* B 

? % 4 

' bat 

i a 

: t 

' ie 

- > 

bs 

* 
i. 

: ; 




















eee nomen 


ELS Te SS” Saale 


pa aegis sar eee 


eres. 


wae, 


eet genre tem 


-_ 
one 





ate 


anton Segmemansiivionats 


SE a eT, ts 


oem a 


—— on 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 14, 1942 


























16 PICTURES 
Continued from page 13 
built completely, from _ to to | Studio, is recuperating from an at- | 
evrned r : r ltack of nerves, at his sisters home | 


Joe Minsky got a break two weeks 


ago, and that’s exactly how long it | 


lasted, a fortnight. He was a film 
salesman for Warners in Cleveland 


when the draft caught up with him | 


last year. Early last month, just a 
couple of days before Pearl Harbor, 
he was mustered out, having been 
over the 28-year age limit, and came 
back to Pittsburgh to become im- 
mediately office manager of the WB 
branch here, taking over berth made 
vacant when D. F. (Dinty) Moore 
was upped to exchange manager in 
move that made his predecessor, 
Harry Seed, a district chief. Ten 
days ago, the Army summoned Min- 
sky back into the ranks. He left 
here Friday (9) to rejoin his regi- 
ment. His successor hasn’t been 
named yet; whoever it is, however, 
will probably either be over 44 ora 
guy with five or six kids. 

William Warrington, assistant 
manager at de luxe Stanley theatre 


for last year, has been upped to a | 


managership by WB and placed at 
Ritz theatre downtown. He replaces 
Max Silverman, transferred to the 
Squirrel Hill as a result of resigna- 
tion of Ernest (Bunny) Leiberman 
recently to become a film salesman 
for Universal in Philly. Bernard 
Mayer, assistant at South Hills, 
moves into Warrington’s berth at 
Stanley. Warners also announced 
temporary promotion of Herman 
Denmark, assistant at Schenley, to 
managership of State in Wilkinsburg 
during illness of Bob Brown, now 
confined to Shadyside hospital, and 
shift of John Macioce, assistant at 
Regent, to larger Sheridan Square in 
similar spot. 

Briefies: Engagement of Anthony 
Antonoplos, son of Pete Antonoplos, 
veteran exhib, has just been an- 
nounced. . .. William Kiel, musician 
who recently lost his life when 
carbon monoxide fumes seeped into 
his apartment from a faulty furnace, 
was a brother of Mathilda Kiel, of 
the AMPTO office. . . . Cambridge 
Springs exhib Lou  Rothenstein 
father of a baby girl. ... Joe Fleshin, 
film salesman, helped his parents 
celebrate their golden wedding an- 
Nniversary last week. . .. Dave 
Murphy, manager of State in Al- 
toona, back on the job again follow- 
ing an operation at Johns Hopkins 
hospital. . . . Gladys Jackson, of Re- 
public exchange, has announced her 
engagement to Dave Diettrich, of 
Buffalo. .. . John M. Wingerter, show 
biz veteran of 35 years and for last 
12 of them with Ross Federal Serv- 
ice, died in Wheeling, W. Va., re- 
cently at 60. ... John Nickel, pro- 
jectionist at Park theatre, in hospital 
with right leg fracture, having been 
run over by a hit-and-run driver. 
P . Harry Hendel, owner of New 
Granada theatre, has been named 
chairman of the Variety Club house 
committee for 1942. 





Mull Reading Theatre Sale 


Reading, Pa., Jan. 13. 
Berks County Common Pleas 
Court held under advisement an ap- 
plication by bondholders’ trustees for 
permission to sell the Park Theatre- 
Daniel Boone Hotel building here, 


one of the city’s principal theatre | 


properties, to James P. Gilliland, of 
Philadelphia, for $150.000. The build- 


ing was built about 12 years ago at a| 


cost of nearly $1,000,000. It is now 
operated under lease by Jay Eman- 
uel, Philadelphia, and C. G. Keeney, 
Reading, with the latter as manager 
of this and other properties of the 
Rajah Theatre Co. 

A number of bondholders approved 
the sale, but others objected, holding 
the price too small, as it means pay- 
ment of only six to 10% of the face 
value of the bonds outstanding. The 


property and two adjoining dwell- | 


ings, purchased to provide side exits 
for the theatre, carry a $600,000 
mortgage. Unpaid taxes amount to 
$70.000. 

Wilmer & Vincent transferred 
Thomas McCarthy from the man- 
agership of the Penn, West Reading, 
to one of its houses in Norfolk, Va. 

Jack Day, manager of the Hippo- 
drome and Strand theatres. Potts- 


town. has been appointed McCarthy's | 


successor at the Penn. 

Raid Wardens 

Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 
Charles Zagrans, manager of the 

RKO exchange, has been appointed 

chief air raid warden -for film row. 
Florence Hankin resigned as sec- 

retary to George P. Aarons, UMPTO 


Air 


counsel and secretary, to take a 
Government defense job. 
Eugene Mori, Vineland (N. J.) 


exhib, announced start of construc- 
tion of a race track outside of Cam- 


) den, of which he is president. 


Local theatres are using part of 
their ad space in dailies to plug sale 
of defense bonds and stamps. 

Jack H. Harris, formerly with the 
Affiliated Theatre circuit, now a 
private at Camp Croft, S. C. 

Among those who have signed up 
as air raid wardens in South Jersey 
are Charles DuBois, of the Landis: 
Ralph Morris. Charles Crowley, 
Larry Montgomery and William 
Smith. of the Grand; Ken Ellis and 
Lew Nese of the Globe. 

Joe Kane is the new manager of 
the Woodbine, Woodbine, N. J. 


Dick Mayer, manager of the 








at Sea Cliff, Long Island. 

Mort Goldstein, Columbia _sales- 
man, has been shifted to the Buffalo 
exchange. 


menting with girl ushers to fill gaps 
caused by the inroads of the draft. 
First house with the femme aisle | 
guides is the midtown Keith's. 
| The old Sylvania, New Freedom, 
| Pa. has closed its doors after 24 
}years of continuous operation by | 
H. L. Bubb. 

Cy Waxmann, ex-Atlantice City 
exhib, has been placed in charge of 
naval recruiting in that city. 

Charles Zagrans, chief air raid 
warden for Film Row, is seeking 50 | 
day and night wardens to patrol the 
Vine street sector. 

Jay Emanuel and Lewen Pizor 
have been named associate chair- 
men in charge of the motion picture 
industry committee of the March of | 
Dimes campaign. 

Wally Howes, ex-buyer for the 
| Trans-Lux, has joined the sales staff | 

of the Warner exchange. 
|} Jack Graham succeeds Wilbur 
| Grant as Universal picture salesman. 
|Ernest Lieberman joins the U staff 
'as student salesman. 








Schine Switches 
Gloversville, N. Y., Jan. 13. 

Lou S. Hart, manager of the Hip- 
podrome, transferred to the man- 
agership of the Glove. Hart fills a 
vacancy at the Glove created by the 
sending of Harold Sliter to the area 
managership of the Schine Enter- 
prise holdings in the midwest. Sliter 
has been serving here as Mohawk 
Valley district manager, with head- 
quarters at the Glove. 

Irving Feldman, Glove manager, 
left Jan. 10 for duty with the U. S. 
Navy. 





Helping Servicemen 
Cincinnati, Jan. 13. 

Cinema Club, composed of film 
salesmen in this territory, last week 
set up a fund to supply men in the 
armed forces from Cincy exchanges 
with smokes, razor blades and cther 
items. / 

Rudy Knoepfle, president, is con- 
tacting similar clubs in New York, 
Chicago, Boston, Detroit, Washing- 
ton and other cities join in the en- 
deavor. 





Two Houses Re-open 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 13. 

J. H. Cooper’s Stuart re-lit (31) 
after $100,000 was spent in complete 
remodelling of the interior, bringing 
the town back to full operating 
status. It puts additional 1,884 seats 
on theatre row. Cooper and Par are 
partners in three houses here. 

Harry Schiller has re-opened the 
Grand, after a recent fire which de- | 
stroyed a city block in Grand Island, 
Neb. House got underway Christ- 
mas, after repairs, 





Comerford Mer. Left $82,000 


| 


. . . . ' 
Stanley-Warner circult is experl- | 


1| ney, has nothing to do with that 


| which UA is contemplating. 

| William Wolf is new United Art- 
ists branch manager here, succeed- 
ing McNerney. Wolf was formerly 
RKO branch manager here and also 

| owns the Sunset theatre. 


John Kerr, manager of the Clay 
}and Larkin theatres here for past 
| several years, has resigned.. Enlist- 


ed in the Navy and reports to San 
| Diego this week. 

Irving Brokaw, former manager of 
the Larkin theatre and originally 
from the east, is an Army lieuten- 
ant in Manila according to word re- 
ceived by friends here. Leo Simon, 
more recently publicity man for 
same house, is now a private in a 
Washington state camp. 

Seneca, Buff., Changes Hands 
Buffalo, Jan. 13. 


The Seneca, operated by the Gam- 
mel circuit for many years and re- 
cently teken over by Sol Raives, has 
been sold atain, to L. Sanella, oper- 
ator of the Masque. Basil Brady has 
joined the operating staff of 
Gammel. 

Burnette Park. Syracuse, a James 
Kerran house for many years past, 
will be reonened under management 
of A. Goulding. former house man- 
ager for Al Gilbert at Avon. 

Lincoln. Rochester, will remodel 
its front and marquee. 

Capitol. Dunkirk. is now operating 


under management of Charles 
Monroe. ; 
John Scully, Jr., of Universal’s 


Philadelohia branch office, is in Buf- 
falo visiting his parents. John and 
Mollv Scully, as is also Peter (Scul- 
ly) Sullivan from Hollywood, who 
has appeared in a number of recent 
Universal productions. The boys are 
sons of Buffalo’s Universal branch 
manager and both are skedded for 
military service. 

Variety Club, Tent 7. held its in- 
auguration of officers Saturday night 
(10), with C. J. Latta, Warner Bros. 
Albany zone manager, inducting. 





Old House, New Tag 
Regina, Sask., Jan. 13. 
Empire theatre, Saskatoon, old- 
time vaude and legit house, has been 
renovated and opened as the Victory 
theatre. Operated by Morton-Odeon 
interests, Winnipeg, it is managed by 


Harry Hurwitz, manager of the 
Tivoli, Saskatoon. 
Possibility is that Victory will 


show double bills only until spring, 
when vaude will be imported from 
the Beacon, Winnipeg. House holds 
650. 

Al Gold, Tivoli, Calgary, was 
named prez of the Calgary Exhibi- 
tors Assn. and Roy Chown, Strand, 
re-elected secretary. 


Butterfield’s 6th in Saginaw 


Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Butterfield Theatres, Inc., now is 
operating six houses in Saginaw. 
Mich., with the announcement of 
W. A. Cassidy, owner of the Michi- 
gan there, that the chain would take 
over the lease on his house on Jan. 
18. The Michigan, built by Cassidy 
five years ago, is one of the city’s 





Rochester, Jan. 13. 


of five Comerford theatres, who died 
Dec. 20, left property valued at 
| $82,000 without making a will. 
| widow and 
| Marie, will inherit the estate, which | 
| will be administered by Mrs. Cadoret. | 
| Included is $76,000 in personal prop- | 
| erty. 





Hicks Adds 2 


_ 





Balto. Houses 
Baltimore, Jan. 13. 
B''l Hicks added two more houses, 
ithe Westway and Lord Calvert, to 
| his expanding chain of nabes this 
week, bringing his total holdings to 
eight theatres. Downtown Mayfair 


William H. Cadoret, city manne | 


The |of the Fox theatre 
a 17-year-old daughter, | elected president and director of the 


largest nabes. Frank Bremer, prés- 
ent manager of the new house, will 
continue as manager for Butterfield. 

David M. Idzal, managing director 
here, has been 


Fox-Michigan corp., which operates 
the house. The corporation is the 
Michigan affiliate of National Thea- 
tres. 

Ed Carlson, manager of the Dawn 
theatre here, has resigned to join the 
Navy. His post has been taken by 
Al Ruttenberg, former owner of the 
Iris theatre. 


WB Theatre Execs to Cleve. 





| was recently switched from subse- 
| quent-run policy to first+run. 
| Another new one downtown is the 
| Rosalyn, built by Jack Levin and set 
ito open Jan. 16 with ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) at regular prices following a 
three-week run at upped scale at the 
nearby Stanley. Latter has just com- 
pleted reseating job. 
Danz’s New House 
Seattle, Jan. 13. 

John Danz’s Sterling Chain opens 
lits newest and swankiest suburban 
|theatre Jan. 25. It’s the Admiral in | 
West Seattle. 

Cohen v.p. of Vitagraph, Ltd. 

Wolfe Cohen, in charge of sales in 
Canada for Warner Bros. for many 
years, has been elected v.p. of Vita- 
graph, Ltd., the Canadian distribu- 
tion subsidiary of the company. 

Post of v.p. was formerly held by 
Carl Leserman, now general sales 
manager for United Artists. 





New Circuit? 
San Francisco, Jan. 13. 





Harry Kalmine, head of the 
| Warner theatre circuit; Leonard 
| Schlesinger, his assistant; Harry 


| Goldberg, theatre advertising chief 
jand Rudy Weiss, circuit exec, left 
| Sunday night (11) for Cleveland to 
| hold a meeting with Nat Wolf, zone 
manager in that area, and other 
| Warner theatre men. 

General policy will be discussed, 
| with the h.o. group probably return- 
|ing to N. Y. today (Wed.). 

















Glamor in Overalls 

















Coordinator of Government Films. 
Among the duties President Roose- 
velt outlined in naming him was to 
‘advise motion picture producers of 
ways and means in which they can 
most usefully serve the nation.’ 
Rosten flew east from the Coast 
last week and has been huddling for 
several days with Mellett in Wash- 





& new theatre circuit, possibly 
| national, is in formative stages here. | 
|Instigators are D. J.~McNerney and | 
| Joseph Blumenfeld, with McNerney | 
|}due in New York this week in con- 
nection with the project. 

McNerney was United Artists | 
|branch manager here until his res- | 
}ignation Dec. 1, and operates houses 
| in Oakland, Stockton and Sacramen- 
|to in partnership with Blumenfeld, 
fas well as the United Artists theatre 


here, on a three-way deal also in- | 
| volving UA... : 
i New circuit, according to McNer- 


2 


| also take a part in Mellett’s setup. 


ington. In taking over the new task, 


| Rosten will merely be putting on a 


permanent and more solid basis the 
part-time and voluntary work he has 
been doing for about a year as rep 
of Mellett on the Coast. Rosten, au- 
thor of ‘Hollywood,’ recently-pub- 
lished book on the film colony, was 
accompanied east by writer Leonard 
Spigelgass, who, it is understood, will 
| An example of what Mellett seeks 
Metro’s ‘Joe Smith, American,’ 
izing an aircraft worker, 


; 1S 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre end fitm exchange bookers VARIETY presents 

|a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

| panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
| VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M--Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romafttic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety’s review and running time. 

COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 











WEEK OF RELEASE—11/28/41 


11,26 


Go West Young Lady (Col) c TW P. Singleton-G. Ford 
Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 D 80 oe Drew 
Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKQ) 9/10 Cc WW L, Velez- . Errol 

Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) 11/19 C @# B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Keep ’Em Flying (U) 11 26 C 86 Abbott and Costello 

A Date With Murder (RKO) 11/12 RD 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Rise and. Shine (20th) 11/19 Cc 92 + L. Darnell-J. Oakie 
Corsican Brothers (UA) 12/24 M iil 


D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Col) 12/3 c 66 B. Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
meeeeen Hero (Mono) 12/17 c 65 A. Baxter-F. Rice 
College Sweethearts (Mono) 1/14 MU 62 G. Hayes-M. Healy 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D © A.Dekker-S. Hayward 
Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 D &# W. Brennan-W. Huston 
Tuxedo Junction (Rep) 12/3 Cc 66 L. Weaver-J. Weaver 
The Body Disappears (WB) 12/3 M 72 J.Lynn-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





Honolulu Lu (Col) Cc L. Velez-B. Bennett 
Riot Squad (Mono) 1/7 F M 55 P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 C 9% R. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 11/19 RD 119 H.Lamarr-R, Young 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 Cc 66 Dp. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 
Red River Valley (Rep) 12/31 WwW 62 RR. Rogers-H. Hayes 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 RD 73 D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
Wolf Man (U) = 12/17 M 9% L, Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 D 99 QD. Kerr-C. Evans 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 12/3 M 68 A. Smith 

Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) M 68 J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 





Riders of the Badlands (Col) Ww =57 C. Barrett-R. Hayden 
West of Cimarron (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 

Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 9% W. Powell-M. Loy 

No Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 M 76 C. Morris-J. Parker 

The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 C 63 C. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D 69 D. Foran-L. Carrillo 
Melody Lane (U) MU 60 R. Page-A. Gwynne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 c 83 L. Young-F. March 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) 12/31 W 65 B.Jones-T. McCoy 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD % B. Hope-V. Zorina 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 9% K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
Remember the Day (20th) 9/24 D 8 C. Colbert-J. Payne 


How Green. Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 120 W. Pidgeon-M. O’Hara 
Helizapoppin (U) 9/24 C 82 Olsen and Johnson 

The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) cD Cc. Chaplin 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M, Woodworth-J. Rogers 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 12/3 Cc 7 J.Durante 


Died With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 E. Flynn-O. De Havilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 





Lone Star Vigilantes (Col) 9/24 w =<%58 B. Elliott-T. Ritter 


Freckles Comes Home (Mono) Cc J. Downs-G. Storn 
Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 10/22 CD %4 G.Garbo-M. Douglas 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M_ 82 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
Babes on Broadway (M-G) 12/3 M 121 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 Ww & _ T. Holt-M. Douglas 

Don’t Get Personal (U) 12/31 C 60 MH. Herbert-A. Gwynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 





Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 12/16 M 89 CC, Morris-H. Hilliard 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) Cc W. Ford-T. Wing 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Ball of Fire (RKO) 12/3 D 110 B. Stanwyck-G. Cooper 
Lady for a Night (Rep) 12/31 D 68 J. Blondell-J. Wayne 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) 9/24 M 74 L,. Nolan-H. Reynolds 
Jail House Blues (U) MU N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
All Through the Night (WB) 12/3 M 107 H. Bogart-C. Veidt 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/16/42 





| West of Tombstone (Col) 


w C, Starret-R. Haydon 
| Snuffy Smith, Yard Bird (Mono) Cc E. Kennedy-B, Duncan 
| Pardon My Stripes (Rep) Cc H. Henry-S. Ryan 
Man From Cheyenne (Rep) Ww R. Rogers-B. Hayes 
Date With The Falcon (RKO) 11/12 M 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Gentleman at Heart (20th) 1/7 D 67 C, Romero-C. Landis 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 9%3 R. Scott-E. Bergner 
Shangai Gesture (UA) 12/24 D 9 G., 


Tierney-W. Huston 


WEEK OF RELEASE 1/23/42 











Cadets on Parade (Col) M F. Bartholomew-V. Lydon 
Man From Headquarters (Mono) D F. Albertson-J. Woodbury 
Cowboy Serenade (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Four Jacks and a.Jill (RKO) 11/12 C 67 R. Bolger-A. Shirley 
Right to the Heart (20th) D B. Joyce-C. Wilde 

North of the Klondike (U) M B. Crawford-L. Chaney 
Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 1/7 C 12 8B. Davis-M. Wooley 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 


A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) 


M W. Gargan-M, Lindsay 
Below The Border (Mono) Ww B. Jones-T. McCoy . 
| Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 80 J. Carroll-E. O’Brien 
| Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 D 98 T. Power-G. Tierney 
Treat "Em Rough (U) Cc E. Albert 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J. Bennett 


Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) G. Bennett-B. Cabot 














WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 


The Man Who Returned to Life (Col) D J. Howard-L. Ford 

Law of the Jungle (Mono) M. Moreland 

Valley of the Sun (RKO) 1/14 D 7 XL. Ball-J. Craig 

Young America (20th) 1/7 C 7% J. Withers-W. Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 60 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 
Sons of the Sea (WB) M M. Redgrave-V. Hobson 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) M J. Howard-M. Lindsay 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 








The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 9% J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
| Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 R. Russell-W. Pidgeon 
Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 §S.Temple-H. Marshall 
| Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 RD 69 C. Landis-G. Montgomery 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 92 LL. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
| Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
| Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 M 62 W. Gargan-J. Clyde 
| Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 CD 9% J. McCrea-V. Lake 
Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 81 (Cartoon) 
| Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 M 196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 
| Banama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 82 M. Carroll-S. Hayden 
| Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 12/17 Cc 68 G. Allen-W. Post 
| The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D 101 W. Beery-M. Main 
| Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 W 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
| Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 w 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
|Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 Ww 58 T. Holt-F. Neal 
| Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 
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Twin City Indies Want Willkie 
As Counsel in Fight Vs. Majors; 


Also Appeal to D.C. and Governor 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 
Aroused over allegedly ‘unliveable’ 
selling terms set by distributors, 
which have caused a partial buying 
stalemate, the Twin City independ- 


ent exhibitors group of Northwest | 


Allied yesterday (Monday) voted to 
make an effort to 
Willkie for a finish fight against the 
film companies. At the same the 
group designated one of its number 
as an emissary to go to Washington 
immediately to request a Minnesota 
Congressional delegation and 
United States Senators to sponsor a 
provision in the pending price-fix- 
ing law which would freeze film 
rentals at maximum figures in 
1840-41 contracts. 

Twin City group also decided to 
contact other exhibitor associations 
throughout the United States to join 
in the move for the price-fixing 
legislation as applied to film rentals. 
Striking out in still other directions 
the exhibitors appointed a commit- 
tee of representative independents 
to call upon Governor H. B. Stassen 
of Minnesota to acquaint him with 
the selling policies enforced by dis- 
tributors, which, it is claimed, 
threaten the existence of independ- 
ent theatre owners in the state. 

Committee plans to point out to 
the Governor that film companies 
have defeated the State’s anti-con- 


retain Wendell | 


two | 





N. J. Indie Wins Right 
To Pre-Trial Quiz of WB 


In the anti-trust suit of the Hill- 
side Amusement Co., Hillside, N. J., 
against all the major distributors and 
the Warner circuit, Federal Judge 
John Blight has filed an opinion en- 
titling the plaintiff to conduct an ex- 
‘amination before trial. 

Distributors and Warner circuit 
had recently moved to prevent this 
step, but to gain the right them- 
selves to examine the plaintiff first. 

Hillside Amusement, operating the 
Mayfair at Hillside, N. J., in com- 
petition with Warner theatres in the 
territory, is asking triple damages 
under the anti-trust laws of $900,000. 





| 
j 


'M-G Loses In Appeal By 
Mo. Indie; Must Give 
350-Seater ‘Some Run’ 


In a decision of the Appeals Board 
of the American Arbitration Assn., 
| handed down during the past week, 


| ° , 
, an award in favor of Loew’s (Metro) 





sent decree laws and the 20% can-| involving an independent house in 


cellation privilege by boosting film | 


rentals from 20 to 50°. 
time, it is contended, picture house 


business is off from 30 to 40% due | Product and ‘some run’ to the Mexico | factor in considering physical im- 


to exodus of residents to other states 
because of the war. 

Exhibs wired Willkie advising him 
the matter was urgent, requesting 
his immediate consideration and 
asking for reply including terms of 
his retainer. 

Continue Refusal to Buy 

Following meeting it was declared 
that Twin City independents will 
continue te refuse to buy at terms 
offered, even if they are compelled to 
close theatres or change policies in 
such manner as to forgo major screen 
product. Some, however, have al- 
ready bought Metro, 
testing against the sliding scale deal 
which permits the company to al- 
locate arbitrarily in five brackets 
after films have been tested at first- 
run boxoffices and includes per- 
centage. There will be no surrender, 
exhibs say, to Paramount and War- 
ners percentage demands, or the 
20th-Fox ‘arbitrary’ allocation teims. 

Meantime, however, Twin City in- 
dependents are using up their last 
product and any delay in buying wil 
force many houses to go dark. 

No comment was forthcoming at 
the meeting regarding the resigna- 
tion of Harold Fields, one of the most 
prominent independent circuit opera- 
tors in the territory. 
governor of Northwest Allied, it is 
understood Fields favored avoidance 


of an out-and-out fight with dis- 
tributors and was inclined to make 
further efforts to coax concessions 


and relief from the film companies. 


Par Finally Gets Screen 
For Its Films in H’wood 


Hollywood, Jan. 13 


E] Capitan theatre ceased to be a | 


legit house Jan. 10 with the clasing 


of Edward Everett Horton's starrer. 
‘Springtime For Henry.’ After al- 


terations the Hollywood blvd 
will be taken over by 
Marco as a first-run for Paramount 
product, playing simultaneously 
with the Paramount theatre down- 
town. 

For several years Paramount has 
been hunting a house in Hollywood 
to compete in the de luxe’ bracket 
with other studios. 


house 








PINANSKI’S POST 


Boston, Jan. 13. 
Samuel Pinanski, president of the 
M. & P. Theatres Corp. and of the 
Allied Theatres of Massachusetts. 
Inc., was appointed chairman and 
co-ordinator of the amusement in- 
dustry for civilian defense by J. W. 
Farley, executive director of the 
state committee on public safety. 
Pinanski has been associated with 
the amusement industry in Massa- 
chusetts for 30 years. 


although pro- | 


As Minneapolis | 


Fanchon & | 


Mexico, Mo., 


is Loew’s must henceforth furnish 
| house, seating 350. 
| The St. Louis arbitrator originally 
| dismissed the case in favor of Loew's 
| by what the Appeals Board charac- 
| terizes as an unusual award of ‘no 
relief,” but with a repeated offer to 
reopen the hearing for further testi- 
| mony if the complainant would only 
undertake to supply matefial facts. 
Appeals Board found that ‘the rec- 
ord, inadequate as it is in many re- 
spects an award in the complainant's 
| favor.’ 
| Louis 
operator, 
| July, 


Sosna, indie Mexico, Mo., 
who invaded the two in 
1940, in competition with two 
| other theatres, was unable to obtain 
ithe Metro product even on a third 
run, the _ distributor thus 
against the decree on the provision 
of some run to any exhibitor. 


Asks Relief 
Albany, Jan. 13. 
Theatres, Inc., Coopers- 
filed a petition with the 
AAA tribunal asking relief 
14-day clearance now held 


Smalley 
i; Smalley 
town, has 
Albany 


from a 


by Schine’s Colonial, Norwich, over | 


Smalley’s in Sidney, 25 miles away. 
The complaint names Metro, Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox, Warners’ and 
RKO. 
Frisco Exhib Wins 
San Francisco, Jan. 13. 

Indie operator, Gerald Hardy, won 
a victory in his clearance case. De- 
cision, handed in by Arbitrator 
Donovan O. Peters, agreed that the 
Piedmont theatre’s clearance is ‘un- 
| reasonable,’ ordering that clearance 


be figured from end of first-run in 





the first theatre regardless of sub- 
seqyent moveover time in another 
house. Arbitrator further ordered 


that clearance between the Piedmon 


|} and Grand. Lake, Hardy’s principal 

opposish, he reduced to one day 
Grand.Lake (F-WC house) plays 

as much as 14 days ahead of the 

| Piedmont. A similar order was made 
regarding the Chimes, affiliated vy 

| Golden State. Hardy had asked that 
his clearance be reduced from 60 to! 

}21 days afte first-run Oakland 

closing. 

| Defendants include Paramount, 

| RKO, Loews. Vitagraph, 20th-Fox. 

| West Coast Theatres of Northern 


| California, Transbay Theatres, So- 

|lano Theatre Corp., Oakland-Berke- 

| ley Theatres and Alameda County 

| Theatres. They had until Jan. 12 
to file an appeal. 





Grable, Payne Teamed 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Betty Grable and John Payne are 
paired as a romantic team in the 
William LeBaron _ production, 
‘Strictly Dynamite,’ due for- early 
| spring shooting at 20th-Fox. 

Comedy is being screenplayed by 
| Robert R. Crutcher and the 
| department is busy on score and 
songs. 





obtained from the St. | 
At the same | Louis tribunal, was reversed. Result 


‘Quiet Wedding,’ which was pro-| 
duced in London as a Paramount} 
quota picture under anything but 
quiet circumstances, is being han- 
'dled in the U. S. by Universal. 
‘Wedding’ was in production during 
some of most intense bombing by | 
Nazis, two technicians on the set! 
being killed by a direct hit. 

Par took the film only for distribu- 
ition in Great Britain, but receives 


credit for it as a quota production. Belated selling by major decree | 
Universal’s first booking is at the 


Little Carnegie, New York, current. companies under the Minnesota anti- 
ee sine consent decree law hasn't eliminated 
independent exhibitors’ troubles by a 
long shot as far as bringing satis- 
factory buying terms is concerned. 
‘Even some of the leaders of North- 
west Allied, which sponsored the 
state measure requiring distributors 
to sell their entire season's prod- 
uct subject to a minimum 20% | 
percagecocner privilege and without 
St. Louis, Jan. 13. | any forced selling, aren’t sure they're 
The Consent Decree is not at all to | any better off than they'd have been 
the liking of members of MPTOA of if they hadn't knocked the consent 
St. Louis, Eastern Missouri and/ decree out of Minnesota. In fact, 
'Southern Tllinois, and the body,| some independents now declare the 
headed by Fred Wehrenberg, nabe| boys should have ‘let well enough 
chain operator, unanimously passed alone’ and given the decree a trial, 
a resolution against it and has so, the same as exhibitors have done in 
notified the Department of Justice. | other states. 
Asserting that it was ‘the opinion It’s all because the major decree 
‘and firm of belief, based on experi-| companies delayed so long in their 
| ence of all motion picture theatre | 1941-42 Minnesota selling and be- | 
owners and exhibitors who attended! cause, now that they’re selling, their 
the session, that the Decree, now in| terms are so allegedly ‘unreasonable’ 
effect in the motion picture industry, | and ‘exorbitant.’ Independent lead- 
is working a great hardship on the| ers are charging that the deals under 
|motion picture theatres; that it has; the decree couldn’t have been any 
been of no benefit to them; that it! stiffer—that the demands are so 
_has increased their cost of operation | formulated that nothing actually is, 
'by reason of increased film rentals; gained from the cancellation priv- | 
| that it has deprived them of a can-|ilege. ‘Exhibitors buying under the) 
cellation privilege, previously en-| decree are bad off, but so are we,’ | 
joyed by them, on undesirable pic- | declare Minnesota indie leaders. ‘We | 
| tures: that it has been a discouraging | apparently haven’t averted the buy- | 
ing troubles which we foresaw would | 
{provement of their theatres because result from the consent decree buy- 
of a lack of assurance of a contin-| ing plan.’ 
uous flow of desirable attractions; Twentieth-Fox is the latest. to 
that it has generally interfered with come forward with an ‘unacceptable’ 
the booking of their houses by reason | selling plan which was explained to 
of delay occasioned in negotiations |Twin City independents at an invita- 
for attractions, and that it has in-/| tion luncheon meeting by Tom Con- 








‘Unacceptable’ 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. , 


ST. L. EXHIBS 
SCORE DECREE 








U Has ‘Wedding’ Minn, Indies Feeling Kickback 
Of Anti-Decree Law; 20th Proffers 


, creased rather than decreased many 
of the improper practices of film dis- 
tributors which the Decree was de- 


nors, new assistant to Sidney R. 
Kent, and which immediately drew a 
storm of protests. 


going | 


music | 


signed to correct. Like Metro Deal 
‘Therefore, be it resolved that the) 1 i: the M-G-M deal. which also | 
| exhibitors implore the Department is being assailed by some of the | 
of Justice and Judge Goddard to more prominent Twin City indepen- | 
| vacate this Consent Decree, or to  Gonts, it calls for five brackets and | 
| revise said Decree to the extent that does not specify the number of films 
ge wen gd = psa aay to go into the groups, permitting the 
; ; distributor to allocate arbitrarily at 
one time, instead of in blocks of five, pis own discretion. It differs from 
| with the proviso that such contracts the M-G-M deal in that there is no 
| Shall carry a 20% cancellation priv- sliding scale plan and, at least as far 
| lege; and that the Department of as ee City indenandents are con- 
| Justice and Judge Goddard be ad-| cerned, no percentage demand. The 
vised of this resolution and the Metro first bracket is percentage and 
prayer of exhibitors in the St. Louis | the company intimates there will not 


Exchange District he r ‘ 
Sooo re : shtabe pe o oo be more than six such pictures, but 
s or be given as early ‘ see 
a6 ‘Saantble. 8 at as early a date sives no guarantee. Hitherto, it has 
only demanded four percentage pic- 
i g tures in its Twin City independent 


deals. 

Both the M-G-M and the 20th deals 
tantamount to handing to dis- 
tributors a blank check to fill in, it’s 
claimed, and the exhibitor has no! 
way to determine what his film costs 


‘TWO STUDIOS EYEING 
- JOLSON’S ‘HATS’ FOR PIC 


are 


Hollywood. Jan. 13, | Will be. In each case, it’s pointed 
| Two studios are gandering a film|OUt, he puts himself at the mercy of 
; version of the Al Jolson musical the company and must have faith 


and confidence it 
fairly. 
Independent exhibitor leaders, who 
are fighting the deals, fear that, un- 
der the plan, the distributors would 
allocate costly pictures in the top 
| brackets even when they're boxoffice | 


| show, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats.’ will treat him 


} 20th-Fox is reported interested in 

the play as a Jolson starrer, and 
| Universal is considering it for Ab- 
| bott and Costello. 


| RS CE RS ee 


S | ¢ Off Wi flops. At the same time, judged by | 
ma squares ith past experience, they say, the inex- 
pensively produced picture which 
prove surprise boxoflice hits in the} 


| Pair for UA Next Month 


first-runs also would be so allocated 
Thus, exhibitors no longer would ob- 


Hollywood. Jan. 13. tain the benefit of an occasional 
Edward Small returns to produc- | ‘sleeper,’ costing them little but de- 
tion with two features for United livering in a big wav at the b.o.. to 
Artists slated to start next month. Offset losses on the super-production 
‘Annie Rooney’ gets the gun Feb. 2, | brodies, it’s feared. 
| and ‘Up in Mabel’s Room’ rolls 10 Connors Plea 


days later. 

Shirley Temple stars in ‘Annie.’ 
with Edwin Marin directing. Allan | 
| Dwan pilots Louis Hayward and 
Ilona Massey as toppers in ‘Mabel’s | 
Room.’ 


Connors pleaded with the inde- 
pendents to trust and go along with 
his company, having ‘faith’ in its 
promise to be ‘honest’ and ‘fair’ and 
to do the right thing for its custom- 
ers. But Northwest Allied leaders 

° are predicting that the plan will en- 

SMPE Meet on Coast | counter much sales resistance. al- 
though many of the Twin City in- 
“ - dependents, including some of the 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. | Northwest Allied leaders, have 

Dr. John G. Frayne, chairman of | signed M-G-M contracts to solve 
, the Pacific Coast Section of the So-/| their product problem partially and 
_ciety of Motion Picture Engineers,|for the time being. ; 
| announced that the annual conven- Paramount still is demanding four 
hey will be held in Hollywood, May | percentage pictures in its Twin City | 
| 4-8, as originally scheduled. _independent deal and, it now devel- 
; Recent reports were that the yearly | Ops, Warner Bros., instead of selling 
gathering would be held in the east | flat, insists on three percentage films. | 
or midwest on account of unsettled | The Minneapolis and St. Paul inde- 
conditions on the Coast. |} pendents are resisting these demands 





;towns had played 


— 


Deal Like Metro’s 


, and passing up Paramount 1941-42 


releases, which now would be avyail- 
able for them because they've 
cleared the loop first-runs. 

Those Twin City independents that 
have bought M-G-M, RKO (which ig 
selling flat) and Columbia or Uni- 
versal, or both, are in a fair way to 
sustain near-normal operations 
through January, but either they or 
some of the other distributors will 
have to give in if their houses are 
to operate normally beyond that. 
The independents | still — resisting 
M-G-M as well as Paramount and 
the other companies, and their num- 
ber includes some of the larger indie 
circuits, are in a bad way for product 
and soon will reach the point where 
they'll have to buy or close their 
houses, unless they carry out their 
threats to go to a llc. double feature 
policy without major product. 

Field Resigns 

Regardless of what transpires from 
now on, there’s no doubt that most 
Twin City independents have taken 
it on the chin plenty financially be- 
cause the state anti-decree law de- 
layed 1941-42 selling so long, and has 


, compelled them to operate without 


new-season product well into the 
present winter. 

As Harold Field, owner of a large 
and successful independent circuit 


and one of the most prominent local 


chain owners, resigned as Min- 
neapolis governor of Northwest 
Allied because, he said, he was ‘un- 
able to achieve results necessary to 
keep the Minneapolis membership 
behind’ him, disgruntled Twin City 


independent exhibitors, wraihy over 
decree distributors’ selling terms 
under the Minnesota state law, are 
holding a series of meetings to con- 
sider ‘militant action.’ 


Churchill Visit Paved 
Softer Road for U.S. 


Newsreels in Canada 





Visit of Winston Churchill to Can- 


ada resulted in the resumption of 
cordial relations between Canadian 
film interests and U. S. newsreels. 
A reciprocal agreement on the in- 


terchange of newsreel 
cameramen may result. 


prints and 


John Grierson, Canada’s national 
film cOmmissioners, asked the U. S. 
newsreelers to send their own men 
from N. Y. and get a fast plane to 
fly the story of the Churchill visit 
back to the U. S. Previousiy, As- 
sociated Screem had sole right to 


Canada newsreel coverage. 


U. S. newsreel executives are 
convinced that some sort of an ar- 
rangement will be worked out be- 
tween the Canadian film chief and 


| Lowell Mellett for an easy exchange 


of cameramen on news stories 
is viewed as essential on 
War coverage. 


"This 
adequate 


Extra Clearance Denied 
In Ist Mich. Arbitration 


Detroit, Jan. 13 
In the first arbitration aw: | filed 
in Michigan, Paul W. Voorhies. a 
former state attorney general who 


served as arbitrator. ubstantially 
upheld the present clearance status 


for the Ritz theatre. 


Case of the Watervliet (Mich.) 
house involved clearance over the- 
atres in two nearby towns, the 
Heart, Hartford, and the Loma, 
Coloma. Latter houses are more 
than 15 years old and the Ritz, 


built three years ago, sought parity 
on clearance, 

The Voorhies decision held there 
was nothing unreasonable in the 
seven to 14-day clearance granted 
the two older houses although the 
Ritz contended that under the pres- 
ent set-up it was unable to get films 
until two to three months after the 
them often due 
to shortage of prints. 

Vowrhies held that the time 
was an administrative problem 
not subject to award 
clauses of 


gap 
and 

the 
sent 


under 
the co 


clearance 
decree, 
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THE ONLY MAN IN 


Y oe Who Hasn't Seen Paramount's 


“BAHAMA PASSAGE” 


Flavius is 89. Lives near Walden Pond and collects 3 
insects for a hobby. Pins the male and female speci- | 
mens on separate boards. Ate his last steak in the : 
winter of '91. 
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Flavius quit going to the movies after “The Squaw 
Man.” Said they were a lot of nonsense; full of kissin’ 
and foolin’ around. 


Flavius hasn’t been seen since the day they put up a 
“BAHAMA PASSAGE” poster in town, and he tore it 
down. Most people thought he objected to the picture 
of Madeleine Carroll and Stirling Hayden kissing. Fact 
of the matter is, Mrs. Winterside took the poster away 
from Flavius and has kept him locked in his room 
ever since! 


Everybody ELSE in New England has flocked to see 
Paramount’s “BAHAMA PASSAGE,” though. Six to 
fs ninety-six; junior misses and misters; grandmas and 
fi grandpas. It’s the biggest thing since Plymouth Rock! 
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Exhibs Testifying Against Majors 
At Minn. Anti-Decree Law Hearings 


Tradeshows 


Wed., Jan. 14—‘Yank on the 
Burma Road’ and ‘We Were 
Dancing’ (M-G), in all exchange 
cities except New York. 

Thurs., Jan. 15.—‘Torpedo Boat’ 








Minneapolis, Jan. 13. | BUFF. POLICE HOLD 


Minnesota independent exhibitors 
are taking the stand as rebuttal 
witnesses against Paramount, 20th- 
Fox and RKO, on trail in Ramsay 
county district court for violation 
of the state anti-consent decree law 
requiring distributors to sell their 
entire season’s product subject to 
a minimum 20% cancellation privi- 
lege and without any forced selling. 

They’re testifying about alleged 
‘unfair’ distributor trade practices, 


including discrimination in favor of | 


the Paramount affiliated Minnesota 
Amus. circut and compulsion to play 
or pay for films which they say hurt 
their business. Purpose of their 
testimony is to justify enactment of 
the state law, which the distributors 
claim is unconstitutional. 

The last of the defense witnesses 
was Ned Depinet, RKO sales man- 
ager, and Paul A. Lazarus, United 
Artists’ contract manager. 

From Depinet the prosecution 
drew an admission that he, ‘for self- 
ish reasons,’ favors the former sell- 
ing system with cancellations,simi- 
lar to that embodied in the Minnesota 
anti-decree law, because it involved 
a single call on an exhibitor and 
the sale of the entire biock to him 
at one time. However, on cross- 
examination following a recess, the 
RKO sales manager declared he 
‘didn’t wish to be misunderstood.’ 
‘Selling blocks of five under the 
decree hasn’t proved so burdensome 
or obnoxious, either to distributors 
or producers, as I first feared,’ he 
told the court. 

Otherwise, Depinet’s testimony 
covered the same ground as that of 
other film company executives who 
have testified during the trial. He 
explained the manner in which the 
companies compete for and acquire 
stories, how contracts are made with 
exhibitors and how business is done 
in interstate commerce and under 
the national copyright law. 


Lazarus’ Testimony 


Lazarus testified that the Minne- 
sota law penalizes United Artists’ 
individual exhibitors unjustly. For 
example, he pointed out, an exhibi- 
tor buying a company’s output of 
three pictures would be entitled to 


cancel one, or 3344%, instead of 
20%. If the releases number 
eight, the cancellation privilege 


would extend to two, or 25%, in- 
stead of 20%. 

The defense testimony aim has 
been to convince the court that the 
state of Minnesota has no constitu- 
tional right to enact such a law in- 
terfering with the film business be- 
cause of the. latter’s interstate 
character, and that the 20% cancella- 
tion privilege is ‘confiscatory’ and 
violates the due process clauses of 
the federal and state constitutions. 

The violations were deliberate in 
order to create the present test 
ease. The law’s constitutionality is 
also being challenged in civil suits 
by all the other decree companies 
and United Artists. If necessary, it 
has been indicated, the film com- 
ee fight will be carried to the 

. S. supreme court for a final de- 
termination of the measure’s val- 
idity. 





Water Hurts Most 


Worcester, Jan. 13. 
Royal theatre here, nabe, suffered 
slight water damage Saturday night 
when fire broke out on top of five- 
story brick building. Forty tenants 
were routed into sub-zero weather. 
but only a few theatre patrons left 
their seats. 
House has capacity of 750 and was 
about half full when fire started. 


Barry’s Double Header 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Don Barry is warming up for two 
gallops during the next four weeks 
under’ production guidance of 
George Sherman at Republic. 

First is ‘Stage Coach Express,’ 
starting Jan. 15, to be followed Feb. 
& by ‘Jesse James, Jr.’ 


Boles in 2d Mono Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

John Boles was signed by Mono- 
gram to star in ‘Land of the Sky 
Blue Water,’ based on the Charles 
Wakefield Cadman song. 

Actor recently returned to pic- 
tures in ‘Road to Happiness’ at the 
same studio. 











lat least two months..’ 


(Par), in New York only. 

Thurs., Jan. 15. — ‘Remarkable 
Andrew’ (Par), in New York 
only. 

Thurs., Jan. 15.—“The Lady Has 
Plans’ (Par), in New York only. 

Fri, Jan. 16—Fly By Night’ 
(Par), in New York only. 

Fri, Jan. 16.—‘The Fleet’s In’ 
(Par), in New York only. 

Mon., Jan. 19.—‘Captains of the 
Clouds’ (WB), in all exchange 
cities. 

Tues., Jan. 20.—‘Born to Sing’ 
and ‘Out of the Past’ (M-G), in 
all exchange cities. 


$150,000 FIRE RAZES 
THEATRE; DiXlE TOO 


Chelsea, Mass., Jan. 13. 

Broadway theatre here was 
destroyed by a $150,000 fire, Dec 31, 
which sarted in a bowling alley in 
the basement adjoining. The flames 
ate rapidly into the building and 
then swept through the entire struc- 
ture. 

M. & P. Theatres operated the 
Broadway, recently renovated after 
being dark for several months. 


7 IN BINGO RACKET 


Buffalo, Jan. 13. 
Seven persons face first degree 
grand larceny charges in connection 
with an alleged racket to beat bingo 
games, which, police say, denied 
legitimate persons even the remotest 
chance of winning. The charges are 
filed against Mae Simpson, Clara 
Bradner, Natalie Mangion, Genevieve 

















mangion, Albert McAssey, Paul 
Angelo and Irene Dunigan, all of 
Cincinnati. 


Detective Chief Thomas V. Meegan 

said the group operated at two the- 
atres here featuring bingo games and 
had deprived other patrons of ‘even 
the ghost of a chance of winning for 
He said 16 
erroneous payoffs had been dis- 
covered at one theatre and about the 
same number at another establish- 
ment. 
Another suspect in the alleged 
racket, David Bennett, of Detroit, 
was returned to that city when it 
was found he was wanted in con- 
nection with a fatal shooting in 
August, 1940. 











Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Preem of ‘Cavalcade of Aviation,’ Universal short, was almost stymied 
at Dayton, O., where it had been’set for Jan. 9, when local army officers 
withheld sponsorship of the film on grounds that it was controversial and 
likely to stir up trouble. U.S. military officials there said pictures might 
call for scissoring. 

B. B. Kreisler, U short subject sales head, in Dayton to set preem, planed 
to Washington where he screened picture for Army higher-ups and re- 
ceived Government okay. 

‘Cavalcade’ has a sequence dealing with Brigadier General Billy 
Mitchell’s demotion during the Calvin Coolidge regime for criticism of 
the government because American air power was not being fully devel- 
oped. Washington Army circles last week found the Mitchell episode stim- 
ulating and said it should stay in. 








Nitery owners on Sunset Strip, who glean 10 rounds of publicity out of 
one-punch fights, would have given plenty, including cover charges and 
free hat checks, if they had harbored two of the best knucklefests of 
Hollywood’s winter season. Both battles were fought in the daytime and 
resulted in blackouts. 

In skirmish No. 1 there were two direct hits. A flack hit a columnist and 
the columnist hit the pavement. Battle No. 2, in the patio of the RKO 
studio, was equally literary but more violent. A screenwriter cut loose 
with a barrage of haymakers and sent a writers’ agent to the hospital 
with a broken chin and a cauliflower ear. Unlike the night club gladia- 
tors, these boys meant business, 





Howard Hughes Productions, in its appeal to the Board of Regents at 
Albany from the ruling of Irwin Esmond, director of the motion picture 
division, State Education Department, that further eliminations must be 
made if ‘The Outlaw’ is to be licensed in New York, underlined the fact 
a number of scissorings had been made in an effort to arrive at a com- 
promise. However, the company, speaking through v.p. Albert I, Lodwick, 
RCA Bldg., N. Y. City, argued that the parts to which Esmond still objects 
are not indecent, immoral or tending to corrupt morals. The m.p.d. di- 
rector holds that they are so within the meaning of the law providing for 
inspection by his division. The picture was first submitted for a permit 
sale last July. 





The high court decision in Albany upholding the lower tribunals in re- 
fusing to bar exhibition of ‘Sieg im Westen,’ Nazi propaganda film which 
the motion picture division, State Education Department, ruled was a 
newsreel and therefore exempt from the provision of the law requiring a 
license, wil] not serve other than as a precedent. There is little chance 
the UFA-distributed feature will be shown in any U. 8S, theatre during 
the war, or even after peace has been declared. 

Supreme Justice Francis Bergan, of Albany, in a ruling last August, 
pointed out that if the film disturbed the public peace, police authorities 
had power to act. 





Mayor LaGuardia’s recent ruling against all vehicles being on New 
York city streets during an air raid has brought complaints from the 
newsreels. Newsreel outfits would be unable to cover a raid because 
needing motorcars to haul heavy camera equipment about. 

In their quest for an okay to allow newsreel crews on the street with 
their motorcars, they cite what was done in San Francisco. In the Coast 
city, which is under even more strict military control, provision was made 
on police cards so newsreel cameramen could use their autos and get 
through lines. In Boston, that city’s mayor made an exception by swear- 
ing in all cameramen as special police. 





Francis L. Harmon, executive vice-chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee of the motion picture industry, is moving this week into new quar- 
ters in the Paramount building, N. Y., from his old office with the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors Assn. He is taking a leave of absence 
from MPPDA, where he was an executive aide to Will Hays. 

Harmon’s new duties cover anything connected with war pictures, or 
the war as it affects the picture business. Monroe Greenthal is chairman 
of the advertising-publicity branch of the War Activities Committee. 





Apparently in an attempt to justify its continued existence, the Radio 
theatre, Milwaukee, erstwhile Deutscher Kino, only house there showing 
German pictures, now advertises that its ‘non-political’ films are also ‘gov- 
ernment censored.’ Its second week’s bill since reopening comprised 
‘Jugend Freunde’ and the comedy ‘Eine Seefahrt Die Ist Lustig,’ with a 
German news reel. Business is at a low ebb. 





A severe shock came to Mrs. Gwyneth Hindle, of Windsor, Ont., sitting 
in a picture house there. Her husband, Sergt. Air Gunner William H. 
Hindle was killed in action last July as a member of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. Mrs. Hindle saw her husband in “Targets for Tonight’, a 
picture portraying the activities of the Royal Air Force. 





Army’s Own 





every night and writing and pre- 
paring major presentations, which 
they'll first stage for their own 
camps and then tour around the area 
if good enough. Two of these lat- 
ter shows are about to have their 
preems, one at Fort Slocum and one 
at Camp Upton. 

Both are original two-hour revues, 
with skits and music written by the 
boys. They are both figured as po- 
tential ‘Yip Yip Yaphanks,’ the Irv- 
ing Berlin-Camp Upton show which 
played Broadway with tremendous 
success during the last war. Efforts 
will be made by the Corps Area 
morale headquarters to find a 


Broadway showcase for the best of | 


the crop of musicals coming up. 
Major General’s Help 

Advanced state of the program of 
intra-camp entertainment in the 
Second Corps area, as contrasted to 
the rest of the country, is largely 
due to the interest, sympathy and 
cooperation of the commander, 
Major General Irving J. Phillipson, 
and the presence in the morale 
headquarters of a number of soldiers 
who were formerly top-notch pros. 
They include Capt. Richard E. 
(Dixie) French, assistant morale of- 
ficer, who for 15 years was general 
manager for John Golden and Pri- 
vates Ezra Stone and _ Sidney 
Kingsley. 

Morale officers of the camps and 
others invelved in the entertain- 
ment project were recently called 
together by General Phillipson at 
Corps Area headquarters on Gov- 
ernors Island and given detailed 
plans of organization worked out by 
a committee including French, 
Stone, Kingsley, Capt. Maurice King, 
who is in charge of music in the 
Corps Area, and Louis Simon, full- 
time civilian consultant provided 
by the National Theatre Conference 
via financing by the Citizens Com- 
mittee for the Army and Navy. 

General Phillipson and Col. H. 
Clay M. Supplee, Corps Area mo- 
rale chief, asked the morale officers 
to make surveys of the men in their 
camps in every field pertaining to 
the theatre, including writers, pub- 
licity, carpenters, tailors, etc. Where 
there’s a surfeit of talent in one 
¢amp and insufficiency in another, 
General Phillipson promised to shift 
men to even things out. 

Organization chart worked out by 
the theatre committee envisions 
each camp with its soldier ‘pro- 
ducer,’ technical director and mu- 
sical director giving full time to 
their respective jobs. Part-time 
members of the staff include actors, 
writers, stagehands, musicians and 
a publicity man. There are also 
actors in a spare-time category. 

Above the individual camp staffs, 
Corps Area headquarters is to have 
a promotion-publicity department, 
an editorial department to handle 
scripts, library and records, a talent 
department to aid in placement and 
casting, a department to aid on 
dance direction and routines and 
staging of musical numbers, a mu- 
sic department, a technical depart- 
ment and a stage management di- 
vision. 

One of the great advantages seen 
by General Phillipson and Colonel 
Supplee in the home-grown shows 
is that it gives many boys a chance 
to participate in an extra-curricu- 
lar activity that interests them even 
if they have never before been as- 
sociated with the theatre. Ex- 
tailors will be sewing costumes, car- 
omg ear painters making scen- 
ery, electricians o j 
lights, and so on. on 

Soldiers Show Interest 

Surprising interest in participation 
in theatricals has been shown by 
soldiers. In a recent questionnaire 
at Fort Hamilton, asking men which 
of @ great number of recreational 
activities they'd prefer to partici- 
pate in, more than 200 out of 1,200 
—" dramatic work. : 

‘olin required for props or . 
thing else in the dens Seine au 
is being provided by some anony- 
mous Broadwayites. Sums, of course 
are insignificant. That was illus- 
trated in production recently at 
Camp Upton of a One-hour comedy 
resume of the year at the camp, la- 
beled “My Year.’ Total cost was $9 
of which $3 was ‘for a second-hand 
kitchen table purchased in the vil- 
lage with the provision that it could 
“—— back for $2.’ 

ne expense eliminated 
royalties when regular aon — 
used. Virtually all authors have 
agreed to forfeit their levies for the 
admissionless soldier shows. 

Problem of filling femme roles in 
the plays has been solved in two 
ways. Principal one is to enlist the 





wives or friends of soldiers- on the 


Continued from page 3 





Show Setups 





post, or get gals from nearby towns 
to volunteer. The other way, found 
to be highly successful in broad 
comedies, is to have one of the 
doughboys impersonate a femme. 
One of the discouragements that 
draftees assigned to the morale 
branck: have experienced is their 
inability to get recognition or pro- 
motion. Most of the other men and 
officers feel that activity in the 
camp theatre is ‘goldbricking’ or 
‘riding the gravy train’—that sol- 
diers whose duty it is to entertain 
their buddies have a soft snap of it, 
That’s gradually being overcome. 
Also the fact that other recruits 





who came in at the same time and 
|may have been assigned, for in- 
stance, to the quartermasters corps 


rand have been diligently passing 


out shoelaces for eight months or 
a year, have by this time been pro- 
moted to sergeants. Morale men, in 
the meantime, remain privates and 
have every prospect of continuing 
so for a long time, inasmuch as the 
Army has no official status for pri- 
vates in morale work, only for com- 
missioned officers. 








Brit. Vigor 


Continued from page l= 





General Film Distributors, Ltd., in 
a double truck announcement of 
British-made films, displaying vari- 
ous trademarks, including Gau- 
mont-British, Universal, Gainsbor- 
ough, Ortus Films, Leslie Howard 
Production, and British Film Mak- 
ers, Ltd. 
Odeon Represented 


Importantly represented also in 
full-page copy were Odeon The- 
atres, Ltd., extending ‘greetings and 
thanks to our American Friends and 
Allies for their kelp in providing 
great entertainment for Britain’s 
workers in their brief leisure hours,’ 
British Lion Film Corp. extended 
‘cordial greetings to Republic Pic- 
tures’ and anticipated record ship- 
ments of ‘bigger and better pictures 
in 1942... Geraldo and his orches- 
tra sent ‘sincere good wishes’ to 
friends and greetings to members 
of the A. F. M.’ Ealing Studios 
conveyed felicitations from Reginald 
Baker and Michael Balcon. 

Text of all the advertisements 
possessed a certain ‘lift’ which re- 
flected confidence in the outcome of 
world war on all fronts. Phyllis 
Dixey commented, ‘See you when 
it’s all over—hope it will be soon.’ 
Leon Kimberley and Helen Page 
concluded personal greetings with, 
‘Good Luck. Good Cheer. Good 
Winning!’ Evelyn Dall stated, 
‘Came to England for six weeks— 
that was six years ago,’ so evidently 
she likes it. Flanagan and Allen 
sent a season’s greeting ‘to all their 
dear friends in America,’ and men- 
tioned incidentally that they are 
now in their 10th month in ‘Black 
Vanities,’ at the Victoria Palace. 

Firth Shephard was content to 
draw attention to ‘London’s Three 
Greatest Hits,” which he listed as 
‘Up and Doing,’ ‘Fun and Games’ 
and ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
all of which he’s producing. And 
Manning Sherwin and Val Guest 
made mention of their participation 
as composer and lyricist of the first 
two, among several other current at- 
tractions. 


Other Messages of Cheer 


Of similar vein was the message 
from George Elrick, who declares, 
‘Ready to greet you with a smile 
and a song when our troubles are 
over.’ Joe Loss hopes ‘for a speedy 
and victorious end,’ and Jack Tay- 
lor and Hyman Zahl insist they are 
‘Keeping the flag of variety flying 
in the north of England.’ Brian 
Desmond Hurst, Josef Somlo, Elma 
Warren and Al Burnet, Peter Maur- 
ice and Jimmy Phillips, Georgie 
Wood, William Boughton, Bernard 
Delfont, Charles L. Tucker, and 
Afrique were among others who 
combined holiday greetings with 
words of courage. 

Interesting copy was furnished by 
Mrs. Laura Henderson, whose Re- 
vudeville at the Windmill Theatre 
‘never closed.’ Two Cities Films, 
Ltd., Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Fisher, 
Max Bacon, Marcel Hellman, Nelson 
Clifford and Marie Marion, Forsythe, 
Seamon and Farrell, The Dolinoffs 
and Raya Sisters, Jack Hylton, Van 
Lier, William Mollison, and Quality 
Inns all struck the optimistic note 
in their announcements. 

From Australia ‘Variety’s’ 36th 
Anniversary issue also carried mes- 
sages from Hoyts Theatres, Ltd., and 
Greater Union Theatres, both impor- 
tant Australian circuits. 
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"BABES ON 
BROADWAY’ 


TOPS “BOOM TOWN"! 


(Yes, at last the advanced-price record-holder is surpassed 
as M-G-M’s new marvel sweeps America!) 












M Donald ord Quine : . eee eek | ona Woolicott : oo beg) sd Jeg, Fisehotte and Elaine 


RRS 


MICKEY ROONEY - JUDY GARLAND in “BABES ON BROADWAY” with Fay Bainter - Virginia Weidier « Ray 
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Expect Modifications of Decree 
To Permit More Than Blocks of 5 
Selling; Exhibs May Get Option 





By ROY CHARTIER 


The instrument the Government 
forced on the film industry known as 
the consent degree—fighting lan- 
guage in the presence of most ex- 
hibitors—may be falling on dark 
days. Not because of the war, not 
whether pictures are better or poor- 
er, and certainly not due to any pub- 
lic reaction that has developed with 
respect to it. The decree is an un- 
wanted child, and lack of love is 
steadily growing against it. 

Producers and distributors signa- 
tory to the c. d. are evidencing no 
great affection for the new system 
of selling, and the exhibitors, in in- 
creasing numbers, are openly ex- 
pressing their hatred. 

The film-making fraternity does 
not like the decree in view of the 
fact that it places the producer more 
on a basis where merit determines 
their lasting powers. Distributors are 
not fond of it, since selling restric- 
tions and increased costs make their 
row harder to hoe, but on the show- 
down that appears to be coming the 
chances are six-two-and-even that 
the theatres, which the decree was 
designed to protect, will most vigor- 
ously oppose continuance of it. 

There may be some modification of 
the sales provisions imposed by the 
armistice in the U. S. anti-trust suit 
against the Big Five, according to 
sales prediction, but thus far no con- 
crete steps in that direction have 
been taken. Several possibilities are 
mentioned. One is that the size of 
groups be raised from five to 10 or 
15, with or without a cancellation 
privilege. Another is to leave it to 
the option of the exhibitor whether 
he wants to buy in small groups or 
on a full-line basis. 


Fall Season Product 

Still another recommendation that 
might be ‘made before the decree 
goes much farther is the right to 
offer a full season’s product, the 
exhib to be furnished a synopsis of 
each picture he is contracting for. 
In the event the distributor veered 
markedly from a synopsis, the ques- 
tion of whether the theatre would be 
obligated to play the film or be per- 
mitted cancellation would be subject 
to arbitration. The synopsis plan, 
if getting anywhere, would be some- 
what along the lines of one pro- 
vision of the Neely bill except that 
the impractical features of the leg- 
islation proposed under the Neely 
measure would have to be removed. 
Rejection of films on racial, religious 
or moral grounds, as provided for by 
the decree, might be a distrib con- 
cession or amendment to it, if any 
headway in that direction is made. 

Meantime, the industry unity 
movement is seen in some sales and 
exhibition quarters as a possible ulti- 
mate means by which the produc- 
tion-distribution-exhibition branches 
may implement themselves in such a 
way as to provide an intra-industry 
front against the decree and possible 
future Federal regulation. The goal, 
of course, would be organization of 
the three principal arms of the film 
business for the control and solution 
of problems from within rather than 
from without. 

The objective was sought by the 
trade practices codes on which dis- 
tributors and exhibitor leaders la- 

bored for many months in 1938, but 
which was scuttled by Allied States 
Assn., with the U. S. suit against the 
eight majors following. 
No More Progress 

The decree, in turn, resulted on 
Nov. 20, 1940, for five of the distrib- 
utor defendants—Metro, Paramount, 
20th-Fox, Warner Bros. and RKO. 
That same month a new complaint 
was filed against United Artists, Uni- 
versal and Columbia, but so far the 
Government has made no appreciable 
progress in forcing the self-same de- 
cree on these companies. 

In effect since Sept. 1 last. the next 
six months will decide the fate of the 
said decree, at least in part. If the 
U. S. fails to force its provisions 
upon UA, U and Ccl by June 1, the 
major producer-distributors signa- 
tory to the pact are relieved of cer- 
tain of its clauses starting Sept. 1 

next in the sale of 1942-43 product. 

They would no longer be bound to 
limit selling of pictures to groups of 
five at a time, with tradeshowings 
first, but the rest of the decree would 
remain in force for the three-year 
trial period to Nov. 20, 1943, includ- 
ing arbitration. 

The probabilities, 
that, 


however, are 
even -if.the so-called. Little 


Three sign the decree, the mounting 
opposition of the rank-and-file of 
theatre operators might force its 
abandonment, or, failing that, obtain 
modifications. Among other things. 
exhibitor complaints to the Depart- 
ment of Justice first spawned the 
U. S. anti-trust suit and its offspring. 
the decree, but the exhibition arm of 
the industry was not permitted to 
take part in the negotiations. 

The complaints are widespread and 
varied. Producers are jittery for 
fear the sales organizations of their 
companies will not be able to sell the 
mediocre pictures; also that groups, 
as sold, cannot be moved fast enough 
to satisfy the bosses and the bankers. 

Studios’ concern lies in stories that 
might be cancelled on racial, relig- 
ious or moral grounds, as provided 
for by the decree. 

There is also considerable Coast 
nervousness over the $1,000,000 pic- 
ture that turns out poorly and now 
must face refusal of exhibs to buy it 
after it has been made (and seen by 
some), whereas in past such films 
were on high allocations far in ad- 
vance and had to be played as 
bought. 

From Distrib Perspective 


Decree has caused much added 
overhead for the distributor in 
screening all pictures, selling in 
groups, in maintaining larger forces 
at the home office and in the field, 
in delayed and continuous negotia- 
tions, advertising - exploitation prob- 
lems and in arbitration involving 
attorney fees, time, etc. 











‘Keep Laughs’ 


Continued from page 1 








weren’t a thousand other reasons, 
their routines alone ought to earn 
them history’s hook. 

On the other hand, the ‘United 
| Nations,’ fighting for the right to 
laugh and let laugh—all four free- 
doms and ‘Variety's’ fifth one, 
rolled into one—offer innumerable 
instances of a real appreciation of 
laughter, Winston Churchill, in his 
last two or three speeches in Wash- 
ington and Canada, has become the 
envy of every comic within earshot. 
What a comedian! What delivery! 
What laughs! Our own F.D.R., per- 
sonifying the humanity of America 
in his heart-warming smile, has pro- 
vided his countrymen with many an 
inspiring chuckle. Newsmen in 
Washington flock to the Presidential 
press conferences not only for the 
news but for laughs. Even the gal- 
lant Russians are showing previously 
unappreciated healthy humor as they 
blitz the Fritz. They're hitting with 
everything they've got, including 
some witty poster appeals to their 
people, according to recent pho- 
tographs from abroad. 

Fellows, like myself, however, 
who've dedicated themselves through 
peace and war to the funnier sides 
of life, can not abdicate just be- 
cause we are not directing military 
operations against the enemy. We 
have a vital function to perform on 
the home front. 

Uses of Laughter 


You can’t laugh a bomb out of the 
sky, but you can drag many a penny 
hidden under mattresses and in cups 
in the cupboards by a line like Fib- 
ber McGee’s: ‘Buy a Bond and Slap 
a Jap Across the Pond.’ Fifty-nine 
billion dollars is a laughing mat- 


New Theatre Building in America 
During 1941 May Total $22,000,000 





‘Nymph’ Finally Rolls 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Delayed by casting troubles, “The 
Constant Nymph’ rolls Feb. 1 at 
Warners with Charles Boyer and 
Joan Fontaine co-starred and Alexis 
Smith featured. 

Edmund Goulding directs 
Henry Blanke produces. 


ASKS BAN OF ‘IMMORAL’ 
FOREIGN PIX IMPORTS 


Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Pointing out that nearly 50% of 
the foreign films imported run afoul 
of rulings of the Legion of Decency, 
the Michigan Catholic is calling for 
a Federal ban on the importation of 
pictures which are ‘immoral and 
lascivious.’ The paper, influential in 
this state, declared that nearly haif 
of the 40 pictures which were ruled 
out by the Legion were made abroad 
and urged that steps be taken to pre- 
vent their entry into the U. S. 

Peg also was taken on the basis 
that wartime often sees a deciine in 
national morality and recommended 
that the pictures be shut out ‘in the 
interests of national defense.’ 


Inker Sues for Bonus 
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ter, when you not only put a kick in 
it but get out of it, as well. A gag 
can be as effective as 100 billboards 
or 500 newspaper stories. 





Shortening of clearance and neces- 
sity to provide ‘some run’ to any 
exhibitor further restricts the free- 
dom of the distrib. Distrib can’t 
go ahead and close deals with sub- 
sequent runs where a large circuit 
in the territory delays on buying. 


Extreme slowness is caused in 
liquidating pictures and getting back 
production costs, film inventories be- 
ing higher than ever before in his- 
tory. 

Refusal of the vast majority of ex- 
hibs to attend trade screenings is due 
in part, to their opposition against 
the decree, but, more importantly, to 
the time and cost involved. 

More Exhib Antipathies 


Exhibitor opposition to high rent- 





als demanded by all distribs, in- 
cluding UA, Col and U, though not 
under the decree. 


Demand of the salesmen for per- 
centage deals from flat accounts, 

Insistence that there be one or 
two percentage pictures in each 
block, making many accounts face 
the probability that on the year 
they will be forced into percentage 
on 20 or more pictures instead of 
five or six as in prior seasons. 

Added demand for preferred play- 
ing time on specified pictures in 
each block. 

Practice, under consent, of re- 
designating pictures after they have 
been bought. 

Higher guarantees against per- 
centage, lowered splits and added 
checking of theatres. 

Sale of certain outstanding films 
singly at high percentages and 
| splits or reversions up and down 
| from a set figure, with minimum 
admission prices also a part of the 
deals. 

Increased milking of pictures up 
front with result they are dried up 
by the time they reach subsequent 
runs. 

Substantial rise in theatre op- 
erating overhead due to terms, 
viewing of films in screening rooms 
(if attending them), and the unin- 
terrupted business of buying pic- 
tures throughout the year instead 
of closing contracts, as in the past, 
for an entire season’s output at one 
time. 

Exhib complaints generally that 
the distrib gets the best of a bad 
bargain under that unwanted child, 
the decree. 





Three on a Marquee 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Paulette Goddard moves in with 
Madeleine Carroll and Fred Mac- 
Murray to complete triangle of top- 
pers in ‘The Forest Rangers’ at Para- 
mount. 

George Marshall directs the out- 
door drama, which rolls Jan. 26. 





In his report on the state of the 
nation, the President said that every- 
one of us has accepted the chal- 
lenge of the enemy in both an in- 
dividual and joint manner. Even 
though we, comics appear to be tak- 
ing the situation lightly, we are not! 
We'll bring up the sights on our 
own line of production. True, we 
cannot build tanks, planes and ships, 
but if hitting the funnybone can help 
the men who do, you can count on 
the Fibber McGees and Mollies, the 
Bob Hopes, Red Skeltons, Jack 
Bennys, Edgar Bergen-Charlie Mc- 
Carthys, the Milton Berles, Fred Al- 
lens, Abbott and Costellos; the 
Fannie Brices, Burns and. Allens, 
Charlie Chaplins and Danny Kayes. 


All of them are ready to help 
twist the boche’s tail. The job is 
no laughable one, but when it’s over, 
we'll have reason to be joyful about 
it. All of us are ready to pitch all 
along the line. 

This being war, you hear people 
everywhere talking about the ‘es- 
capist’ film and show—particularly, 
where they apply to comics. Laugh- 
ter is supposed to be a method of 
getting away from it all. Maybe it 
is. Maybe people today want to for- 
get about themselves and the bitter 
realities of the headlines. I don’t 
think, however, that comedy is just 
a sugar-coated bromide. 

A laugh a day will keep the das- 
tards away. We all want to laugh— 
the minute we stop wanting to, we’ll 
really be on the skids. Laughter is 
an oxygen tank for free-breathing 
democracy. The countries that do 
not permit the absolute freedom of 
laughter will sink first. It takes the 
courage of a laugh to face ad- 
versity and see it through. 

For my fellow creators of laugh- 
ter, for the men and women who 
aim their barbs at America’s risi- 
bilities, I want to enlist all the way 
towards winning the war. The bar- 





« 


of our men, women and children is 
an important reserve to the barrage 
of bombs that are hurled forth to 
meet the enemy. High spirits are 
one of this country’s first priorities. 
Yes, it’s war. Leave it to the 
comedians to help rout General 
Calamity and Major Catastrophe. 
(Signed) Eddie Cantor. 





Tim Holt’s Up ’n’ Downs 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Tim Hoit climbs back into the 
saddle for two westerns at RKO 
after his non-sagebrush role in “The 
Magnificent Ambersons.’ ‘Five of 
Spades’ and ‘Adventure at Salt Val- 
ley’ are slated to gallop through 
March and April. 

Meanwhile, Holt is assigned to an- 
other non-riding role in the Ginger 
Rogers starrer, “There Goes Lona 
Henry.” 





rage of laughs that lifts the morale | 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 
Art Babbit, animator of film car- 
toons, filed suit for $5,000 in Superior 
Court against Walt Disney Produc- 
tions, demanding adjustments and 
bonuses extending from 1936 to the 
recent strike at the Disney plant. 
Similar claims have been made 
by several other employees, who 
charge their bonuses were not paid 
after the strike. 














Financial Setups 


Continued from page [ 





tinued improvement of the company’s 
earning capacity may be reflected 
in the common per share earnings. 

Universal funded debt presently is 
only $4,000,000, represented by 
debentures which are privately held. 
While it has both common stock and 
vertificates for another common out- 
Standing, the first preferred stock 
now outstanding is such a_ small 
amount as to constitute no large 
burden on the company. 

Figures early this year showed 
only 10,739 shares of this first pre- 
ferred outstanding, which even at 
the $8 annual divvy rate amount to 
less than $86,000 per year. How- 
ever, Universal still. is keeping in 
mind steps to simplify the corporate 
Structure, with the withdrawal of 
additional preferred naturally one 
of them. Improved business condi- 
tions naturally would speed the ex- 
ecution of such simplificaton plans. 

RKO’s efforts at simplification are 
fairly well known, the realignment 
of Keith-Albee-Orpheum preferred 
already representing a Saving to the 
parent company. Further revamp to 
clarify the corporate picture doubt- 
lessly are in the cards as the finan- 
cial earnings of RKO grow. 

Warner Bros. may consider clear- 


the most immediate costly item, 
should earnings continue running at 
the current high rate. Corporation’s 
funded debt still is rated in financial 
circles as comparatively high. 











H. M. Warner 


Cae ONtinued from page f 


cal, Ralph Block; Publicity, Arch 
Reeve; Allied Industries, Fred W. 
Beetson, E. O. Blackburn; Western 
Costume Co., Joseph Schnitzer; In- 
dustry Lawyers, Edwin Loeb; Unions, 
Charles J. Haggerty; Agents, Stan- 
ley Bergeman,' Beré Allenberg, 
Frank Vincent. 

Officially the drive starts Jan. 19, 
but preparatory meetings will be 
held in various studios, starting to- 
day (Tuesday) at Warners. 

As a running start for the drive, 
B. G. De Sylva donated $7,500 and 
Cary Grant turned over a check for 
$25,000, representing the American 
Red Cross share of his $100,000 sal- 
ary from ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
which he is Ziving to various chari- 














ties, 


ing up arrears on its preferred stock. | 
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While theatre construction for 1941 
in this country may hit $22,000,000, 
according to various estimates in 
Wall Street last week, with less than 
a full week to go, war-time priorities 
are expected to bring a sharp slash 
in total theatre building in 1942, 
Actual amount of theatre construc- 
tion activity reached $18,300,000 by 
the end of October this year. 

Bright aspect of new theatre build- 
ing situation is that the film business 
has been aware of considerable new 
construction late in 1940 and early 
1941 in anticipation of the exact 
clampdown on this activity which has 
developed. 

The industry has noted the man- 
ner in which new construction has 
tapered off during the last four to 
six months because bulk of projected 
work had been completed. Conse- 
quently, the film business finds itself 
in shipshape to care for any material 
upbeat in attendance during the com- 
ing 12 months. 

War priorities in recent months 
has virtually halted most new the- 
atre construction and it is expected to 
further curtail such activity except 
where real necessity exists for a film 
house. 





Rochester’s Ist Drive-In 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan, 13. 

Rochester is slated to get its first 
drive-in film theatre next spring as 
deal is completed for site on the 
Scottsville Road opposite the Mu- 
nicipal Airport. Spot is outside the 
city limits and some four miles from 
downtown. 

James W. Morrissey of Rochester 
Real Estate Co. acting as local rep- 
resentative of National Drive-In The- 
atres of Cleveland in deal for site 
and construction. Theatre will have 
space for 1,000 cars and room to add 
350 more if project warrants ex- 
pansion. 





Griffith’s Newest 


New Braunfels, Texas, Jan. 13. 

The new Brauntex opened here 
by the R. E. Griffith circuit. An- 
nouncement cards sent out contained 
pictures of the old Opera House 
which the Griffiths operated here in 
1915, prior to the time the Griffith 
Bros. became motion picture sales- 
men out of Dallas. 





Cooper’s Latest 
Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 13. 

J. H. Cooper may have picked a 
prophetic opener for his newly con- 
ditioned deluxer, the Stuart, which 
opened New Year’s Eve. He’s 
spent $100,000 on remodeling, and 
what with the war slugging biz the 
past month, prospect isn’t too good. 

Starting flicker was ‘Birth of the 
Blues.’ 


Gets Bargaining Right 


Washington, Jan. 13. 

Sole negotiating privileges for all 
home-office hired hands at Warner 
Bros. and the affiliated and subsid- 
iary companies were handed the 
Warner Bros. Associated Office Em- 
ployees of Greater New York, an un- 
affiliated union, by the National La- 
bor Relations Board Saturday (10). 





| No rival had a look-in, for the sole 


question at the October election was 
whether the white-collar help pre- 
ferred to bargain individually or 
have their grouches handled by the 
Association. 

Results of the balloting, certified 
by the N.L.R.B., were 451 out of 639 


| votes cast in favor of the independ- 


ent organization. Only 112 workers 
opposed collective bargaining. Chal- 


i|lenges of 74 ballots were pushed 


aside, since the outcome was so one- 
sided. Out of 702 eligible workers, 
639 stated their preferences. 





Dallas Tent’s ’42 Officers 
Dallas, Jan. 13. 

Officers of the Variety Club of 
Texas for the year 1942 were in- 
ducted into office here at a luncheon. 
Oath of office was administered by 
R. J. O’Donnell. 

New officers are: R. E. Griffith, 
chief barker; Clauc: Ezell, first as- 
sistant barker; W. G. Underwood, 
second assistant; John Q. Adams, 
property master, and Canvassmen 


Ben Ferguson, S. L. Oakley, Her- 
man Biersdorf, Jo Jack, Ed Rowley 
and Justin McInaney, and Ted de 
Boer, treasurer, 














ee 


—— - ew Oe. 








Wednesday, January 14, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 23 





Press Junkets Swung in Wide Arc 
In 41; Previews Now Back to Normal 





Hollywood, Jan, 13. 

The Hollywood previews and 
junkets for the press—with the 
writing boys getting the taffee treat- 
ynent from the studios and pro- 
ducers in return for plenty of lino- 
type lead and favorable notices— 
swung in a wide arc during 1941. 

Windup got the preview situation 
back to a normal and sensible basis. 
Just how long it will remain that 
way depends on many factors, most 
important being continuance of 
operation of the consent decree pro- 
visions and continued stand of the 
Publicity Directors Committee 
against previews for magazine, syn- 
dicate and fan mag writers so far 
in advance of release dates that the 
smart-alecky reviews by certain in- 
dividuals hit the newsstands to dis- 
courage theatre attendance. 

Warners, which had played a 
prominent role in entertaining the 
press with feeds and junkets to all 
parts of the country, with trainloads 
of celebs and well-foddered dining 
cars and buffets, had two press trips 
during the first half of the year with 
a-wild train ride to Santa Fe for 
promotion of ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ and 
a seasicky boat trip between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco for na- 
tional publicity breaks on “The Sea 
Wolf.’ First was a successful junket 
for both the company and the press, 
but the sea voyage—which is always 
a rough trip between the two Cali- 
fornia cities—scuttled the type- 
tapping proclivities of the 65 mem- 
bers of the press when few survived 
the wave-bouncing. 


U’s Miami Trip 


Universal provided what stands 
out in the minds of the press reps 
as the best promotional trip across 
country cuffoed by a film company, 
with premiere of ‘Back Street’ in 
Miami last February. Studio pro- 
vided transportation, hotel and other 
accommodations for the corre- 
spondents—totalling 144 from all 
sections—and left the gang on their 
own in the Florida resort without 
resort to planned program of activi- 
ties, outside of attendance at the 
initial showing of the picture. Al- 
though the company got breaks for 
the picture, junket proved more 
valuable as a long-range friendship 
promotion for the company, and will 
pay off for several years among the 
troupe that were guests on the trip. 

Minor trips were promoted by 
RKO for opening in Frisco of 
‘Sunny,’ and Warners was content 
to wind up its group of press trips 
with a smally to San Diego for get- 
away of ‘Dive Bomber.’ 

United Artists provided the finale 
of the festive trips with a winery 
preview for the press. Not to slight 
any of the writers — 
done on other similar affairs by the 
other companies — the UA 
opened the invited lists wide for 
every accredited writer and corre- 
Spondent in Hollywood. 
view of ‘New Wine’ marked a new 


era in press brawls. It was the 
liveliest affair that oldtimers had 
ever encountered. The several 


hundred press correspondents—each 
with guests—jammed the limited 
facilities of the wine room to over- 
flowing. Result was two showings 
of-the picture, with those on the 
outside spending their time freely 
imbibing in the free-flowing wine 
provided by the vintners, who 
ladeled it out without thought of 


the capacities of many of those 
present. 

Free-Loading 
The winery officials were very 


gracious — bottles were stacked on 
tables for the press guests to pick up 
when leaving. But a number figured 
to get a year’s supply of the giggle 
water, and started ditching bottles 
in.the shrubs and under trees so 
that the supply could be recouped 
When leaving. As a result, attend- 
ants of the winery were put on duty 
to rake through the hideouts and 
reclaim the huge store of free goods 
before the plant was stripped en- 
tirely of its aged champagne. 

That was a fitting windup to the 
press Parties and trips—at least for 
the gimme gang who seem to slip 
through at every opportunity to get 
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free meals and liquid refreshments. 
But the consent decree regulations 
and edict of the Publicity Committee 
hit the meal-seekers hard. They 
don’t like the pew regulations, and 
do not hesitate to voice their 
opinions to any other space-rate 
representatives who will huddle 
with them for discussion on the free 
meal problem, 

Studios are endeavoring to work 
in harmony with the trade press on 
tradeshowings of pictures required 
under the consent decree. Several 
have discovered that certain types 
of pictures should be shown in 
front of audiences for proper evalu- 
ation by the trade critics. In these 
instances, the studios set up sneak 
previews in nearby theatres to 
which only the representatives of 
the trade press ‘are invited for re- 
viewing purposes. Other writers are 
told to stay away from these show- 
ings, or be faced with ban on invi- 
tations to the regular press unreel- 
ings which come close to the re- 
lease dates. 

For the convenience of the trade 
reporters, the studios generally try 
to set up studio previews of pic- 
tures a few days in advance of the 
regular tradeshows in Los Angeles. 
This prevents a jamup of several 
pictures in one day for the review- 
ing fraternity—and allows the boys 
to space their viewings with some 
degree of regularity. 

Preview procedure as currently 
set up is working to good advan- 
tage of all concerned, and original 
beefs of the syndicate writers and 
mag reviewers have disappeared 
generally. With the start of the war, 
producers found themselves in a 
predicament for their first and sec- 
ond sneak previews held for cut- 
ting purposes. Where pictures were 
carried 30 to 75 miles from Holly- 
wood for the initial showings, the 
studio execs are now toting them as 
close to town as possible in order 
to eliminate chances of getting in 
traffic jams or blackouts. 


Aubrey Blair Named 
Rep for So. Cal. Clerks 


Hollywood, Jan. 13, 

Aubrey Blair, Hollywood or- 
ganizer for American Federation of 
Labor, resigned to become inter- 
national representative in Southern 
California area of the Retail Clerks 
International Protective Assn. Shift 
was approved by. William Green, 
AFL chief, with the understanding 
that it be listed as a leave of ab- 
sence. 

With headquarters in Los Angeles, 
Blair will cooperate with Russell 








staff | Nathan, California director, and Joe 


DeSilva, executive 
Local 70, in 


secretary of 
a drive to organize 


The pre- | 100,000 retail clerks, ranging from 


Fresno to the Mexican border. 


| Blair was formerly secretary of the 
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Junior Screen Actors Guild and 
later western director of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. 


Reis An ‘A’ Director 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Irving Reis, formerly assigned to 
second feature product, moves up a 
become director of ‘Little 
Pinks,’ the first Damon Runyon pro- 
duction at RKO. Reis is from radio. 

‘Pinks’ cast is topped by Henry 
Fonda and Dorothy Comingore. 








Mono Moving Five 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Monogram is rolling five features 
this month with ‘Mr. Wise Guy’ and 
‘Rock River Renegades’ already in 
production. 
Other starters are ‘Yellow Men- 
ace,’ Jan. 17; "Shed No Tears,’ Jan. 
24, and ‘Black Beauty,’ Jan, 31. 





GET GAY, SISTER 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Warners sent ‘The Gay Sisters’ 
before the lenses yesterday (Mon.) 
with George Brent and Barbara 
Stanwyck in the top spots. Nancy 
Coleman gets the role originally as- 
signed to Olivia de Havilland, who 
was given permission to take a va- 
cation. 

Irving Rapper directs the Henry 
Blanke production. 


| Love,’ 
|Forbes Parkhill. 





Rube Wolf Manages L.A. 
Par; Wallen to H’wood 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Harry Wallen, former manager of 
the Los Angeles Paramount theatre, 
has been shifted to the El Capitan, 
now being remodeled as a first run 
film house in Hollywood. 

Rube Wolf, formerly connected 
with bands and stage presentations, 
takes over Wallen’s job in the down- 
town house. 


REALISTIC AIR RAID 
DRILL IN MASS. HOUSE 


Worcester, Jan. 13. 


Capitol theatre here, managed by 
Elmer Daniels and believed to have 
been one of the first in the nation to 
undergo an air raid test, put on its 
fourth in a series of tests last week 
to acquaint audience with procedure 
to be followed in case of air raid 
warning. Program was rebroadcast 
later by WTAG by transcription. 


The centre of communications in 
the house received the ‘warning,’ 
which was transmitted to all depart- 
ments just as will be done in case of 
actual raid. 
by blinker lights on each side of the 
stage. The picture continued and 
house lights were brought up 50%. 
Ushers patrolled aisles cautioning 
those who became uneasy to remain 
in their seats. 


Audience was informed that mem- 
bers of staff appointed as fire wardens 
asumed a post on roof of building, 
where all necessary equipment is 
available, 


In actual raid, engineer will shut 
off the boilers and intake fans. 

All lights outside the theatre will 
be shut off, and all windows already 
have been blacked out. Should power 
be completely lost, the theatre is 
equipped with automatic emergency 
lighting system. Air raid blinker 
lights remain on two minutes, and 
audience is notified when all-clear 
signal is received. 

House is one of few in city which 
has emergency lighting system. It 
can remain in operation for approxi- 
mately six hours, being fed from 
several different sources. Huge 
amount of power necessary for sound 
pictures, however, will make it im- 
possibe to continue running film 
while emergency system is on. 


SOEG Reelects Vaughn 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Peggy Vaughn was reelected 
president of Screen Office Employes 
Guild; George Macon, vice prexy; 
Paul Sanders, treasurer; Blanche 
Cole, recording secretary; Jack 
Reed, warden, and Ray Vernol, con- 
ductor. Betty Andrews and Claire 
Horgan are trustees for the year, 
and Blanche Cole and_s Bernard 
Lusher delegates to the Conference 
of Studio Unions. 

SOEG announced 100% participa- 
tion in all War anu Civilian Defense 
measures and adopted a resolution 
thanking ‘Daily Variety’ and its 
editor, Arthur Ungar, for their cam- 
paign which ended in the conviction 
of Willie Eioff and George Browne. 




















STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
RKO purchased ‘Battle Stations,’ 
by Borden Chase, published in Sat- 


urday Evening Post. 
Paramount bought ‘True to Life,’ 
radio yarn by Ben and Sol Barzman. 
Warner~ acquired ‘Watch On the 


Rhine,’ legit play by Lillian Hellman. 
Bradbury Foote sold ‘Angels With 
Horns’ to Paramount. 
Metro purchased ‘Teach Me to 
western pioneer yarn by 


RKO acquired the H. G. Wells 
novel, ‘The History of Mr. Polly.’ 

George Murphy, film player, sold 
‘Woe Is the Empire’ to Ed Gross, 
producer at Monogram. 

Warners bought Robert Carson’s 
Satevepost story, ‘Aloha Means 
Goodbye.’ 

Thomas Burtis sold his story of the 
fields, ‘War of the Wildcats,’ to Re- 
public. 

Warners acquired screen rights to 
‘40 Whacks,’ whodunit by Geoffrey 
Holmes. 

Bradbury Foote sold his yarn, ‘San 
Pedro Blossom,’ to Alfred Green, 
director, for a possible package deal. 

Paramount purchased ‘Satan Plays 
the Piano,’ by George Beck. 

Metro purchased ‘Six Girls in 
Uniform,’ war yarn by Robert Hop- 
kins. 

Charles Morgan’s novel, ‘A House 
at Peace,’ bought by 20th-Fox. 


Audience was notified | 





Setting It Right 





Des Moines, Jan. 13. 

Someone attending a high so- 
ciety wedding here, confused by 
the physical resemblance be- 
tween Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, 
who attended the wedding, and 
Mrs. A. H. Blank, approached 
Mrs. Blank and murmured it 
was a great privilege to meet the 
wife of a president of the United 
States. 

Mrs. Blank graciously ‘shcok 
the hand and explained, ‘My 
husband was never president of 
the United States—he’s just 
president of Tri-States.’ 


SO COLD IN MPLS., CAN'T 











Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 

With temperatures hovering 
around 20 to 40 below zero and 
strong winds, it has been impossible 
for many exhibitors in the territory 
to keep their theatres comfortably 
warm and a number have shuttered 
temporarily awaiting warmer 
weather. 

Even in Minneapolis, some of the 
loop first-run houses have had plenty 
trouble attaining a comfortable de- 
gree of warmth. This has helped to 
make business worse than it other- 


wise would have been on account of 
the extreme cold. ; 





‘Milw. Theatre Ops Set 


Recreation for Service 


Milwaukee, Jan. 13. 


| Theatre men here as elsewhere 
| have united on a plan for free enter- 
| tainment for the nation’s servicemen 
and it will go into operation Jan. 18, 
covering every house in greater Mil- 
waukee and all suburbs. Chains as 
well as indies are joining in hos- 
pitality to the men in uniform. 

According to the plan worked out 
here, passes will be issued by Albert 
D. Moody, director of the United 
Soldiers and Sailors Service head- 
quarters. 

In order to spread the free ad- 
missions over all houses, tickets to 
the downtown theatres will be issued 
to strangers in the city, while local 
service men home on leave will be 
given tickets to the houses in their 
own neighborhoods. 


KEEP THEATRE WARM, 


. a 
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Hell Hath No Fury Like a Bum 
Scorned — Starts Theatre Riot 


Cleveland, Jan. 13. 

Mack Sennett, creator of slapstick 
comedies, never could have invented 
a plot as screwy as the battle royal 
three panhdndlers staged in the 
Standard, Sam _ Lefkovitz’s down- 
town house. 

Hard as it is to believe, the daf- 
fiest theatrical bout of the current 
semester started over a dime. A 
rugged individualist in front of the 
boxoffice gave a bum a tongue- 
lashing, after turning down his re- 
guest for 10c, and then walked 
into the theatre with two pals. Re- 
cruiting two strong-arm men, the 
beggar charged into the Standard 
after them. 

Inside of five minutes. three 
knock-’em-cown fights were raging 
in the aisles, onto the stage and into 
the seats. About 400 patrons started 
rioting for the exits, some of them 
joining in the battle for the fun of it. 

Three squads of cops answered the 
riot cgll in the best Keystone 
fashion, leaping over theatre chairs 
and swinging clubs with abandon. 
They arrived just in time to catch 
the No. 1 bum and trouble-maker 
running,cut of the lobby. A cop, 
thinking it was a robbery, chased 
him three blocks through the down- 
town rush-hour crowds, firing his 
gun. Although the panhandler fell 
to the ground when he heard the 
shot, he wasn’t wounded. The bullet 
pierced only his baggy pants. 


Paramount Seals McCrea 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Paramount signed Joel McCrea to 
a two-year contract calling for two 
pictures a year with the privilege of 
outside commiiments. 

Pact goes into effect when McCrea 
finishes his job in ‘I Married a 
Witch.’ , 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
‘They Flew Alone’ is release tag 
on ‘They Fly Alone’ at RKO. 
‘Not for Children’ became ‘The 
Mad Martindales’ at 20th-Fox. 
Paramount switched from ‘Malaya’ 
to ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon.’ 

















SITUATION WANTED 


I know show business. Have been in 


it for 30 years, with management 
experience ranging from legit, through 
grand opera and films. I booked; 


handled accounting, checks, expenses, 
purchased supplies for film road 
shows. If you want some one who 
knows what it’s about, is loyal, de- 
pendable, I’m your man. Salary right. 
Address: Box 249, ‘Variety’, 154 W. 
46th St., New York. 
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Held Over 2nd Week 


“THE MAN WHO 
CAME TO DINNER” 


A Warner Bros. Hit With 
Bette Davis @ Ann Sheridan 
Monty Woolley @ Jimmy Durante 


In Person 
AND HIs 


JIMMY DORSEY 43230 
STRAND Bway & 47th St. 
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3rd Week 
Bob Hope —In Person— 
Vera Zorina 


Vict na! a Megre hyn 
‘Louisiana and His Orch. 
Purchase’ 


DINAH 
Paramount Picture - 4 
in Technicolor SHORE 
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“HELLZAPOPPIN” 


Nee RIVOLI is’st 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
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ery MUSIC HALL 
"BALL OF 
FIRE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





LOEW’S | Starts Thurs. Jan. 15 
T Times Claudette COLBERT 
AT Sa. Ray MILLAND 
Last Times Wed. ‘SKYLARK’ 

ee Pulham, Esq.’ Sale 
edy LAMARR ; 
Robt. YOUNG In Person 
RUTH HUSSEY Vincent 
—On Stage 
Rome VINCENT “git 
Joan MERRILL & Orch. 
































Starts THURS. 


Alexandre 
Dumas’ Broadway Gist Street 


“ The CORSICAN 
BROTHERS” 


Starring Douglas Fairbanks,Jr. 





B WAY & 
47th St. 
“THEY DIED WITH 
THEIR BOOTS ON” 


Errol Flynn - Olivia DeHavilland 
and “BLUES IN THE NIGHT” 


‘PALAC 
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SERB Reversal of Decision Favoring 
306 May Complicate N. Y. Union's 
Drive for 1007, Organization of Ops 


Although Herman Gelber, newly- 
installed president of Local 306, 
Moving Picture Machine Operators 
of New York, states he is committed 
to organizing Greater N. Y. 100%, 
the situation may be seriously com- 
plicated by a decision of the State 
Labor Relations Board during the | 
past week in which the opinion of | 
the trial examiner, favoring 306, was | 
reversed. 

The action of the SLRB may have 
far-reaching importance, since it up- 
held the right of an employer, in 
this case the Livonia theatre, Brook- 
lyn, to use operators other than 
those who are members of Local 306, 
but that it could not be bound by a 
closed shop. 

The Livonia, operated by Julius 
Wolff, formerly employed Local 306 
men, but early in 1940 was ap- 
proached by the union with demand 
for a 10% increase. Wolff claimed he 
was unable to pay such a boost, with 
result on April 6, 1940, without 
notice to him, his ‘306’ operators 
showed up at the theatre to #picket 
rather than work. This was on a 
Saturday at noon when his theatre 
was filled, but with no one to man 
the booth machines. He thereupon 
signed up with Empire State Op- 
erators, an independent union which 
has given 306 much grief as well as 
opposition. 

Local 306 took the matter before 
a trial examiner of the labor rela- 
tions board in N. Y., claiming Wolff 
had refused to bargain with it and 
thus had no right to hire other men. 
The theatre, represented by Louis 
Nizer, alleged that Wolff did not re- 
fuse to bargain but had declined to 
pay an increase. 

When the trial examiner ruled in 
favor of 306, Nizer took the case to 
the SLRB, arguing the case before 
Dr. John P. Boland and Paul M. 
Herzog, who reversed the findings 
of the examiner and held, in their 
opinion, that the theatre had not re- 
fused to bargain collectively with 
the union. The opinion also dis- 
credited the testimony of Jacob 
Teitler, 306’s Brooklyn business 
agent, whose memory from the rec- 
ord appeared to be faulty. 

SLRB Decision 


The SLRB decision said, in part: 

‘The board’s conclusion that the 
strike in this case was not based 
upon a prior refusal to bargain on 
the part of Wolff is strengthened by 
the fact that the union admittedly 
sent no communications whatsoever | 
to Wolff during the entire course of 
the dispute.’ 

The Livonia, Brooklyn, is among 
nearly 100 theatres employing Em- | 
pire and other independent booth- 
men which 306 has been seeking to 
obtain for itself for some time now. 
Richest plum among these houses are 
those of the Century circuit, num- 
bering 36 theatres. 

Going into office Jan. 1 as presi- 
dent of 306, Gelber’s first steps were 
to consider action in connection with 
unionizing these theatres for 306 
and before considering strike meas- 
ures, has made overtures to Empire 
for a merger. 

Meantime, the threat of a strike 
against distributors to compel latter 
to refuse servicing of film to the-| 
atres not employing 306 operators is 








being held in abeyance, at least un- | 


til early in February, Gelber stated. 


Complicating the situation some- 
what for Gelber has been trouble 
with the union’s counsel, former | 


Judge Matthew M. Levy, who has 
been discharged. He was let out’on 
presenting a claim that $28,900 was 
due him, but, when the walking 
papers came, he raised the ante to 
$40,000 and has refused to surrender 
papers. In the action of Loew’s, 
however, for a declaratory judgment, 
postponed yesterday (13) until Feb. 
2, Gelber has been able to get photo- 
static copies of required papers from 
J. Robert Rubin, v.p. of Loew’s. 
z Levy’s Fee Claim 

Among other things, Levy, who 
has been attorney for 306 for many 
years, claims his fee from 306 is 
$18,000 yearly, while the union now 
says it officially voted only $10,000 
and actually feels that all it owes 
Levy as of this date is about $2,000. 
Meantime, Levy has $16,000 of 306’s 
money, including $13,000 in released 
bonding funds, plus union settle- 
ments, and is withholding it. Union 
has asked that a Supreme Court 
referee decide on the surrender by 


reach a cash settlement with Levy, 
offering him $18,000. He refused it. 

Gelber has appointed as new 
counsel for 306 at $10,000 annually 
Nathan Frankel, former labor secre- 
tary to Mayor LaGuardia and now 
a mediator of the transportation 
board. Understanding is that the 
$10,000 shall include all necessary 
legal disbursements by Frankel, 
whereas Levy’s claim includes such 
costs as extra. 

Gelber stated that regardless of 
the war and policies of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor against 
strikes, 306 does not want to give 
up its right to strike a theatre, al- 
though it will be guided by the laws 
of the IATSE and any action latter 
takes. The new 306 president de- 


| Clared against arbitration of disputes, 


saying his experience has been that 
under arbitration matters usually 
drag along. Gelber has been re- 
cording secretary of 306 for several 
years and states that he ran for the 
presidency entirely as an independ- 
ent, rather than as part of, or with 
the support of, any particular 
clicque. He had reference to being 
tagged by election elements as a Sam 
Kaplan man, 


JOHN P. NICK TAKES 
ANOTHER UNION DEFEAT 


-St. Louis, Jan. 13. 


Another chapter in the labor ca- 
reer of John P. Nick was established 
last week when the scepire he toted 
as business agent of stagehands’ Lo- 
cal 6 passed from his hands to an- 
other not of his choosing. Nick, 
who with his lieutenant, Claude A. 
Weston, is doing a five-year stretch 
in the Federal prison at Terre Haute 
for violating the anti-racketeering 
statute, attempted to continue C. Or- 
ville Newlin in office. 

Last week, at a meeting of the Lo- 
cal when the prez, Leo Scharfen- 
berg, was absent, v.p. James Mc- 
Ginn announced that he was ap- 
pointing Elmer Moran, son of a 
captain in the St. Louis police de- 
partment, as business agent. Mc- 
Ginn is reputed to be an anti-Nick 
man. Moran will fill Nick’s unex- 
pired term, which winds up next 
April. 

As business agent of Local 6, Nick 
drew $250 per week, and when he 
was out of town Newlin served in 
his stead at $125 per week. Newlin 
still retains the post as secretary of 
the Local at a nominal salary. A 
fist fight between Joseph Nick, 
brother of John P., and Arthur L. 
Swason, a stagehand employed at 
the American theatre, enlivened the 
meeting. 











Barrows Again Prexy 
Of Hub Operators’ Local 


Boston, Jan. 13. 
Thad C. Barrows has been re- 
elected president of Moving Picture 
Machine Operators, Local 182. This 
will mark his 25th consecutive year 


las head of the Boston boothmen’s 


local. He is national president of the 
Projection Advisory Council and is 


|a member of the Society of Motion | 


| Picture Engineers. 

James F. Burke is retained by the 
Boston operators local another year 
as business representative. 





Farmer’s New Job 





John Farmer, assistant to George 
J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, has been 
appointed office manager for tke 
parent corporation and all _ sub- 
sidiary company home offices. 

Personnel, exclusive of branches 
and theatres, and building services 
will be under his supervision. 


Cast Runyon’s ‘Butch’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Virginia Bruce and_ Broderick 
Crawford share top lines in ‘Butch 
Minds the Baby,’ the Damon Runyon 
yarn to be filmed at Universal by 
Mayfair productions, 

Albert S. Rogell, signed as direc- 
tor, moves to Universal as soon as 








Levy of papers as well as money. 
An effort had been made by 306 to 


he finishes ‘Sleepy Time Gal,’ cur- 


rently in production at Republic. 


Painful Silence 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

It is hard enough to find an 
actor who won't talk, but Holly- 
wood has six of them in ‘The 
Silent Men,’ a chess club organ- 
ized by Carl Esmond. Speech is 
tabu during games. 

The other mute members are 
Michael Hogan, Charles Bennett, 
Reginald Gardiner, James Hil- 





ton and Cecil Kellaway. 


‘SHORTAGE OF MEN, SO 
GIRLS GET MGR. JOBS 


Salt Lake City, Jan. 13. 

Due to shortage of men in Boise, 
Idaho, girls are for the first time 
getting managerial positions with 
the Intermountain Theatres chain. 
Starting recently, staffs of their four 
Boise houses were made completely 
femme, with the exception of the 
senior male managers. 

For some time more and more 
women have been appearing on pay- 
rolls as ticket-takers, ushers and 
cashiers, but the first theatres to go 
distaff on the assistant-managerships 
are the Pinney, with Rose Mateo- 
vitch named, and the Boise with 
Ruth Funkner taking over. 





- 
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Goldenson, Dembow 


See Walker in D. C. 


Leonard H. Goldenson and Sam 
Dembow, Jr., h.o. Paramount execu- 
tives, leave today (Wed.) for Wash- 
ington to confer with Postmaster- 
General Frank C. Walker on business 
matters pertaining to the Comerford 
chain, of which Walker is president. 

Later in the week Goldenson will 
go to Lewiston, Me., to meet John J. 
Ford, general manager of the Maine 
& New Hampshire Theatres, at that 
point for circuit discussions. 


Milk-Fed Film Fans 


Milk and health bars are replacing 
candy counters in a number of cir- 
cuit houses. Latest theatre to set up 
a miniature restaurant in lobby is 
the Chateau, Rochester, Minn., home 
of the Mayo Clinic. 

Chain operators are keeping close 
tab on revenues from health food 
stands to see if extension of lobby 
fodder bins to cover more situations 
is warranted. 














They’ll Have to Hurry 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Held up by casting difficulties for 
weeks, the John Stahl production, 
‘Another Spring,’ is slated to start 
| Feb. 2, at 20th-Fox. 
| Topliners in the cast will all be 
| busy in other pictures until the end 
lof January. 


CUT AND SHUFFLE 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Surgical operation on William 
Clemens resulted in a shift in the 
shooting schedule at Paramount. 
| Jack Hively, originally assigned to 
| direct ‘Special Delivery,’ takes over 
| the Clemens job on ‘The Black Cur- 
tain.” Lensing of ‘Special’ has been 
| postponed. 

Clemens is expected to be laid up 
two more weeks. 


























Par’s Pension 











continued from page 5 





partment; Bob Gillham, publicity- 
advertising director, and Alec Moss, 
exploitation director, 

Would Protect Manpower 

Extension of the Par pension-in- 
surance program is designed largely 
as a means of protecting the com- 
pany’s manpower and, in effect, to 
safeguard it from losing its execu- 
tives to other companies or other 
fields of endeavor. An insurance 
company handles the pensioning for 
Paramount under payment of annual 
premiums, 

When first introduced in Par in 
1937, only the 10 top execs were 
favored by the plan, including Bar- 
ney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, Y. 
Frank Freeman, Agnew, Keough, 
Walter B. Cokell, Fred Mohrhardt 
John W. Hicks, Jr., Holman and 
Paul C. Raibourn. 

Adolph Zukor was not eligible 
then, since he had passed his 65th 
year. He remains with the company, 
however, as chairman of the board 
of directors. 











SPC Threatens to Ask Gov't Aid After 
Majors Nix Own Negotiators Terms 





Harmon to Coast 





Francis S. Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee of the picture industry, left 
yesterday (Tues.) for Hollywood to 
confer with Coast members of the 
national group. 

Arthur Mayer, operator of the 
Rialto, N. Y., and Si Fabian, eastern 
circuit head, have volunteered to act 
as assistants to Harmon at no pay 
and will be in charge for him while 
he’s in Hollywood 10 days or there- 
abouts. 


37 SCRIBES AT WORK 
IN COL. PROD. PUSH 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Production uplift at Columbia has 
increased the literary staff to 37 
writers, who will be busy on future 
fims for the next three months. 

Latest additions to the scripting 
roster are Lew Fields and Jerome 
Chodorov, who were brought in to 
work on the Rosalind Russell starrer, 
‘My Sister Eileen.’ 











Diana Barrymore Debuts 


In Wanger’s ‘Squadron’ 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Robert Stack, socialite film actor, 
draws the romantic spot opvosite 
Diana Barrymore in ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron,’ to be produced by Walter Wan- 
ger for Universal release. 

It will be the Barrymore girl’s in- 
troduction to films. Stack recently 
returned from a loanout to Ernst 
Lubitsch, producer of ‘To Be or Not 
to Be.’ 





OBEDIENTLY—— 


Welles Lets Foster Take Pilot Credit 
In His Pic 








Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Norman Foster breaks into the 
Orson Welles screen-credit monopoly 
as director of ‘Journey Into Fear,’ 
the next Welles production for RKO 
release, Welles is planning a vaca- 
tion in South America when he 
winds up his current job, ‘The Mag- 
nificent Ambersons,’ 

Male lead in ‘Journey’ will be 
played by Joseph Cotten, who ap- 
peared in ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Am- 
bersons.’ 


Fla’s Glamour Mob 


Miami, Jan. 13. 

Show business is well represented 
down here this year. In the local 
colony presently are Al Jolson, and 
Judy Garland and David Rose, latter 
couple honeymooning at the Lord 
Tarleton hotel, where Jolson has his 
permanent home. Also honeymoon- 
ing are George Brent and Ann 
Sheridan, as guests of Major Albert 
Warner. Ben Bernie, who has a 
permanent home in Miami, is also 
here for the winter season. 

Also on their honeymoon here are 
Howard Hawks and his bride. Other 
showfolks include Joan Crawford 
and Harry Kaufman. 











Exhibs in Car Crash 


Omaha, Jan. 13. 

Ralph D. Goldberg, manager of lo- 
cal theatre chain, and his general 
manager, Herman Levy, were badly 
shaken up and their car smashed in 
an accident on December 30. Levy 
was driving to Sioux City when the 
ear left the road. 

The vehicle turned over twice. 
Occupants suffered severe bruises 
and some cuts, but no broken bones. 


CASTING ITS SHADOW 


Hollywood, Jan. 13, 

Early production of ‘Shadow of 
Their Wings’ at Warners means post- 
ponement of ‘Casablanca’ at Warners. 
Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Den- 
nis Morgan and George Tcbias are 
assigned to both pictures. 

‘Shadow’ is based on the aircraft 
industry in Southern California. 
Lloyd Bacon directs, 








With offers by the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild of New York after the 
start of the war to compromise con- 


tract demands in the interests of 
unity allegedly brushed aside by 
the producers, SPG is prepared to 
return to its original contract de- 
mands and ask Government inter- 
vention in its bargaining with the 
producers. 

Telegram to five major companies 
last week brought’ to a head the 
SPG-producer dispute. It followed 
refusal of the companies to approve 
terms of a contract which their own 
negotiators had worked out with the 
Guild. Wire, signed by prez and ne- 
gotiating chief Joseph Gould, of 
United Artists, called producers’ ace 
tion ‘contrary to every fundamental 
principle of bona fide collective bare 
gaining’ and ‘inevitably calculated to 
disrupt labor peace in this vital ine 
dustry.’ 

Terms of the agreement which the 
producers’ negotiating committee 
said it would recommend to its prine 
cipals called for minimums of $25 a 
week for apprentices, $40 for asso« 
ciate and $65 for full press agents, 
with no sliding scale increases over 
these amounts. Original demands 
from which the Guild receded were 
for minimums of $40, $55 and $125, 
with sliding scale increases. 

There had been a previous break 
in negotiations after the Guild had 
agreed to come down from its orige 
inal demands to $50 for associates 
and $75 for full p.a.s., and producers 
came back with a counter offer of 
$30 and $50. 

Sending of the telegrams followed 
a meeting Thursday (8), at which 
SPG members agreed they had made 
enough concessions and felt action 
was necessary in face of producers 
indication that they wanted to do 


some more bargaining. -Companieg 
involved were Columbia, RKO, 
Metro, Universal and Paramount, 


United Artists, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox are expected to agree to 
terms of a pact set by the other five 
majors, as the proposed contract 
contains a ‘favored nation’ clause, 
which means that if any company at 
any later date gets greater concese- 
sions from the SPG, the signatories 
to the original agreement must he 
granted equal concessions. 


2 Holdups Net $12 


Akron, Jan. 13, 

Akron and Canton theatres were 
targets of holdup men during the 
holidays. A lone bandit got $12 in 
a boxoffice holdup at the Allen 
theatre here, 

In Canton, Irene Zimmerly, Moe 
zart theatre cashier, demanded to 
see the gun the young holdup man 
claimed to have in his pocket, stall- 
ing the thug until a passing pedese- 
trian frightened him away. 











Cashier Prevents Holdup 


St. Louis, Jan. 13. 

Strategy employed by Blanche 
Underwood, ticket seller at the B. 
& K. Majestic in the downtown dis- 
trict of East St. Louis, last week ree 
sulted in saving a wad of coin and 
the capture of the stickup guy. Ape 
proaching the ticket window, the 
man ordered Miss Underwood to 
open the window of the booth and 
shove out the money. Instead, Mis8 
Underwood suggested that the man 
come to the door in the rear of the 
booth. He fell for the trick, for as 
soon as he left the window Miss 
Underwood stepped on a floor buze 
zer connected with the managers 
office. 

An employe called Police Heads 
quarters two blocks away and & 
flock of blue coats in a speeding 
auto reached the scene as Anderson 
was trying to open the door of the 
booth. He surrendered without & 
fight and was found to be unarmed. 


Theatre Op Killed 


Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 13. 

Joseph Gordon, theatre op of 
Ladner, B. C., plunged to his death 
in the Fraser river at Ladner re- 
cently when his car crashed through 
a ferry guard rail. 

He bought the Ladner house last 
summer and had formerly operated 
the Opera House at Port Haney, 
B. & 
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Odd Time Jam on Hlery Queen’ 


The ‘Repeat’ Is Two “eng Ahead of Original and 
Not Under Re-Broadcast Scale of AFRA 


Unusual two-night broadcast sched- 
ule for ‘Ellery Queen’ on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) involves an extra produc- 
tion expense for Bromo-Seltzer. 
Because of the crowded situation on 


the network, the account was un- 
able to get a late spot for the re- 


peat show to the Coast the same 
night as the original broadcast. 
Therefore, the ‘repeat’ is aired at 


12:30 midnight Thursdays, while the 
‘original’ show goes on at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturdays, actually two nights later. 
Production outlay on the program 
figures in the neighborhood of $750 
for a single broadcast, not including 
script. Since the ‘repeat’ is not the 
same night as the regular show, it 
does not rate as a rebroadcast under 
the AFRA regulations, so the salary 
nut on the extra airing doubles the 
original expense. Under the AFRA 
rules, rebroadcast fees are approxi- 
mately 50% of the original broadcast 
rate. Thus, the actor outlay for the 
two airings averages around $1,500. 
Script costs of about $700, plus 
organ and added production talent, 
raises the total weekly nut to around 
$3.000 a week. Program is not a 
package, but is produced by Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, with George Zachary 
directing, Manfred Lee and Frederic 
Dannay scripting, Charles Paul play- 
ing the organ, Walter Brown at the 
panel, and Sam Munroe and Tilden 
Brown handling sound. 
Another odd angle 
night broadcast setup is 
guest sleuths on the ‘original’ 
Saturday nights must be on 
honor not to obtain 
the mystery in advance. hey could 
do so by having an accomplice on 
the Coast wire the explanation after 


on the two- 
that the 
stanza 
their 


listening to the ‘repeat’ Thursday 
night Somewhat similar situation 
existed when the show was on CBS 
a couple of seasons ago. At that 
time, listeners to the repeat in the 
west could arrange to obtain the 
solution from anyone who had heard 


the original broadcast in the east 


TESTIMONIALS 
BAN BASED ON 
CODE’ FEAR 


Washington, Jan. 13. 
Testimonials have come under the 
military 
the possibility they may 
messages to fifth columnists, 
Sabotage agents. The Army’s Inter- 


be 








the solution of | . ; 
/aware this particular week ol 


DEMAND AND 
LEADER JOIN 


TALKING MAKES EM AFRA’ 











London Jibe at Allen 


Network Premieres Actors Union Insists Paul vides 
(Jan, 14-24) Whiteman, Kay Kyser, Editorial mast head of the 
¥ . Savoy Standard, house publica- 
Bob Crosby Ought to Be- tion of the Savoy hotel, in the 
Jan. 28 long to Carry Cards — Strand, London, typifies the 
with British sense of humor. Besides 


‘Hap Hazard,’ variety, 
Ransom Sherman; 10-10:30 p.m., 
Fridays, CBS; Procter & Gamble 


Petrillo Will Hear Appeal 





stating that contents are ‘copy- 
right everywnere the law can be 


(Ivory, Ivory flakes), Compton enforced,’ it also states ‘sub- 
agency. MENSER’S SQUABBLE scribers are strictly enjoined 
Jan. 24 from repeating any item they 


‘Treasure Hour of Song,’ musi- 
cal, with Alfredo Antonini orch.; 
8-8:30 p.m., Saturdays, Mutual; 
Conte Products (cosmetics), 
Bermingham, Castleman & 
Pierce agency. 


Lowe-McLaglen Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 138. 


Mennen will bow out of its support 
of the ‘Sergt. Flagg and Capt. Quirt’ 
series (NBC-Blue) Jan. 25. This 
Starred Victor McLaglen and Ed- 
mund Lowe. 


Show is now in its second 13-week 
cycle. 


The American 
dio Artists 
on its 


on variety 
AFRA cards. 











trillo, president 


Although 








Federation of Ra- 
is having a showdown 
long-standing demand that 
baridleaders who read lines of dialog 
programs 
Union execs will con- 
sider the matter at a meeting some- 
time next week with James C. Pe- 
of the American 
Federation of Musicians. Meanwhile, 
an AFRA ban against batoners re- 
fusing to accede to the AFRA card 
demand has been postponed. 
the situation has 
simmering for a couple of years, it 
came to a head recently on the Coast, 
when the Hollywood local of AFRA | 
(Continued on page 36) 


find worth it without crediting 


the source.’ 


‘This goes for 
Allen,’ 


R&R on Talent Hunt 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Ros Metzger, recently appointed 
v.p., in Chicago in charge of radio for 


you, too, Fred 
is the concluding line. 








must carry 


coast to hunt for some possible talent 


been line-ups. 





talent ideas. 





PUBLIC RELATIONS—AGAIN | 


remarkably 
inter- 
acutely 
their need for 
While one legal action is in full 
New York, another is pending in 
Chicago. (nd as an obbligato to the whole 
F( versus NBC-CBS situation, Mutual 
dropped a sandbag from the Pee Hy-loft 
aimed at the cranium of RCA. In the blows 
and counter-blows of a contest with many of 
the as pects ot Irish football. the 
whole years-long radio industry neglect to ar- 
to be well thought of is again promi- 
v lighted up 


which it is 
executives 
They are 


This is a week in 
easy (for a change) to get 
ested in public relations, 


cushions, 
sputter in 


has 


OUutTW ard 
range 
nentl 
the fundamental] failure of radio 1 
relations may be 
ie all-too-common Impress 


Perhaps 
lusts 


dustry public 
41 


"11 
lip) 


Washi 


ngton that broadcasting is a happy a 
| cident, a gusher brought in by an accidental 
| blow of a sodbuster’s lazy hoe. So long as 
| thi disposition to think of broadcastet a> 


censorship ban—because of | 
code | 
spies, or | 


ceptor Command frowned on even 
request number announcements on 
the Pacific Coast as part of the 
Ughtening up against possible misuse 
of kil ocycles 

After being thrown off locally, 
anything resembling indorsements or | 
requests were choked off the net- 
works by the braid-wearers. They 
figured that even street addresses 
might have a hidden meaning and 
that a distant clear-channel cutlet 
could carry the message to some 
hostile undercover worker. So far 


the verboten applies only to requests 
and testimonials originating on the 
West Coast. 


W. D. STUHT SUCCEEDS 





FELTIS AT KOMO-KJR 





Seattle, Jan. 13. 

W. D. Stuht has been named com- 
mercial manager of KOMO-KJR, re- 
Placing Hugh M. Feltis, who has 
joined the Blue Network as station 
relations contact. 
with the local outlets for the past 
SiX years as a salesman. 

Feltis had been with KOMO-KJR 


Ca 1934. 





Stuht has been | 


1 


‘lucky’ feellows exists, who will feel sorry 1! 


their ‘luck’ finally plays out? It’s going 
to be pretty difficult to get a sympa- 
thetic jury. Even when conforming with 
Government wishes, even when modifying its 
policies under the dictate of public opinion, 


radio all too often gets no real credit for doing 
‘ad there is apt to be a feeling that 
is being scared into a slightly bette! 


SO. Inste 


a bad bo 


average oOo behavior. All this is of the es- 
sence of the radio industry’s public relat 
flop. 

Supposedly under the_restraints imposed 
upon them by their attorneys the networks 


have done practically nothing of 
late the FCC-network fight into terms the 
public can grasp. However, the 
weekend NBC in reaction to the- Mutual liti- 
gation in Chicago came through with a state- 
ment that was strong, clear, counter-accusa- 
tory and that must have succeeded in changing 
many minds about the self-interest of Mutual. 


over past 


Whatever else was or was not implicit in 
NBC's statement, timidity and vagueness 
were missing. It matched the boldness 0! 


Mutual. 





NBC stood up for itself in another particula, 
this week and also scored. It declined to a 
cept the Red Cross’ self-determined title to < 
two-hour program of evening time on a pri 


| eram to be linked to all four networks. NB¢ 
thought one hour was nearer reasonable at 
that one network at a time should st f 


any program not originating at the White 
House, or its equivalent, 

In putting forward its demand, the Red 
Cross quite frankly contronted NBC with its 


first practical test of this war as to whether 
‘tain 


private management is to re¢ any powers 
of seli-dete ination of its own policies. If 
it does teal gerne price democracy? Many 
— feel that every possible effort must be 

nade to keep ambitious individuals or private 


edaeieaa haters from picking off in catia 
and one by one all the rules of procedure time 


has built up and experience has proven, 

What alarmed radio men for a while was 
a fear that all pret e ol vo labora 
tion between itself and ‘ofticial’ groups wa 
to be brushed da cle, not to mention ¢ tabli h 
ment of the undemocratic principle that the 
public must listen to one program, or none at 
all, all choice (in most communities) being 
removed Even the importance of the cur- 
rent Red Cross drive for $50,000,00C did not, 


in radio’s view, justify twice normal maximum 
of time way duplication of hook-up. 
More especially, radio didn’t fancy unilateral 


and four 


dictation, which at first seemed about to be 
attempted, as a substitute for traditional 
bilateral negotiatio1 

In the | the Red Cross thought 
etter of its Is a ( yr sed fo 
an hour on the Blue Lhe episode is histori 
even though the whole maiter ts necessarily 
somewhat on the secretive side 

Which brings up pub] ( elations aval 
Of course radio | shly es time and facill- 
ties to the Ked ( ross Alwas has Alw ays 
will no doubt. But who is crediting radio 
with doing something fine? The Red Cross? 


The public? 
gone all-out in 
in the generous 


Broadcasters feel they have 
obedience to the Government, 


giving of valuable time, advice, manpower and 
facilities to the Army, Navy, Treasury, Jus 

tice, Interior, Agriculture aud other depart- 
ments and Washington agencies. All this 
they have done voluntarily and they feel they 
have done it with an alacrity and enthusiasm 


that the Detroit automobile industry, for 


has not imitated 


that so soon in the war they sense a tendency 
4 mr pe ‘ " 

to regard proadca ers as tinere co nience 
7 7 

to be ordered about 


the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, to the | 





Agency has a couple of new shows | 
on the fire and is casting around for | 





‘Bernie, 


one, | 


It disquiets the broadcasters | 


Young & Rubicam’s Early Dicker 
For Jack Benny Renewal at $25,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Tom Harrington, radio v.p. for the 
Young & Rubicam agency, 
N. Brockway, Y&R v.p. 
the General Foods 
town to go over 


and Louis 
in charge of 
are in 
the details of a 


account, 


renewal of Jack Benny's contract. 
In submitting his new terms Benny 
has stipulated that he will himself 


39- 
that 


work only 35 weeks out of any 
week season. It is reported 
Benny is asking $25,000 a week for 
the program package as compared 
to its present price of $18,500. 

The agency has gone in- this early 
discussion with Benny, through his 
agency, the Lyons & Lyons office, to 
avoid a repetition of the jam which 
developed last spring when the bid- 
ding from other quarters became so 
hot that it looked as though they 
would have a different sponsor for 


the ensuing season. His renewal 
terms with General Foods brought 


him two concessions, (1) that there 
would be no repeat broadcast on his 
part and (2) that the Sunday 7-7:30 
spot on the NBC-Red would be 
yielded by General Foods to Benny’s 
next sponsor should the former fail 
to renew him beyond the current 
contract which expires in early 
June. 


DuPONT SERIES 
TO USE MORE 
NAMES 


Du Pont has switched to a gueste 
name policy for its ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ series Monday nights on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) and will h ‘e- 
forth originate most of the hows 
from the Coast. . Homer Fickett con- 
tinues as producer-director and will 
go back and forth with the program. 

Idea of the B.B.D. & O. agency at 
the start of th eason was tc get 

from the stanz 

piones he fa Oo of 
more penera S ie t Hie - 
¢ WIth the putt yf ¢ 
yf ne Ar ! cf r ot e 
es is being eta ed and when 
0 ible. v le that nature will 
pe preser d 

Bette DVavis will guest in next 
Monday night’s (19) edition in ‘An 
American Is Born,’ an Arch Oboler 
adaptation of a magazine story. Show 
will originate in New York. Follow- 


ing week (26) Madeleine Carrol! will 


guest from the Coast in an adapta- 
tion of “Tomorrow and Tomorrow.’ 
James Cagney is tentatively set for 
the Feb. 2 broadcast from the Coast 
in a radio version of ‘Captains of the 
Clouds,’ forthcom: Warner B 
picture R 1 M r ts 
Feb. 9 in a repeat I >» War Ye : 
he Robert E. She od-Carl § i- 
urg | Lincoln. It will 
A Te OK - 
Fe 6 call T e 
e! O ft f rY | 
N I f Zoro 


Jolson Would Aid 


Morale Broadcasts 


Ben Bernie, apart from touring 
army camps with his band, has 
offered himself for public morale 

i service. Ol’ maestro, who is hi- 
bernating at his winter home ere 
pending acceptance of his offer, 
emceed a Red Cross benefit at the 
Brook Club Saturday (19) night, 
realizing $9,000 for the fund 

Al Jolson, who is also wintering 
here, |} also offered elf for 

orale s¢ He flew to 
ew York ove > nd on thi 
; ' lL r 
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Chain Income From Time Sales 


Gross time billings for NBC, CBS and Mutual in 1941 totaled 
$106,878, 333, or 9% better than the threesome fared in 1941. 
NBC is adhering to its new policy of not disclosing to trade or 
public view its official figures, but it estimat ed that the _ C- 
Red in 1941 did a gross of $42,770,000, and the Blue Net 





$12,223,000, putting the two links’ joint billings at $54: 993,000. 
The latter represents a jump of 9% over NBC’s 1940 gross 
revenue, 

Columbia’s 1941 gross turnover in time amounted to $4. 


Mutual garnered a 
over its 1940 take. 
gives the Red 
ue, an edge 


584,378, or 8.7% above the tally for 1940. 
gross of $7,300,955, an increase of 53.2% 
Breakdown of NBC’s 1941 figures by network 
a margin of 9.3% over the 1940 gross and the Bl 
of 8.7% 


1941 1940 1939 1938 
COLUMBIA ...$44,584,378 $41,025,549 $34,539,665 $26,361,411 
MUTUAL 7,300,955 4,767,054 3,329,782 2,918,324 


NBC-RED |... .*42770.000 39,955,322 36459720 31,186,922 
10707678 8782638 


NBC-BLUE ...*12,223,000 
Total ......$106,878,333 $96,455,603 $83,111,805 





* Estimated, 


FOODS LEAD 
CBS ACCOUNTS 
IN 1941 


Food packers as a class dominated | 
by a wide margin Columbia’s rev- 
enue from time sales during 1941. 
The drugs and toilet goods field was 
second, while the tobacco group held 
third position. The laundry soap} 
field accounted for the fourth largest 
gross expenditures. Listing of CBS’ 





2,195 Qualify, Have Until 
Feb. 10 to Submit Music 
For WEN $10,000 Contest 


Chicago, Jan. 

With the closing of entries for the 
WGN contest for the Great Ameri- 
can Operetta the total applications 
were 2,195, with composers from 46 
states and from Canada entered. En- 
trants now have until Feb. 10 to 
submit their operettas. 

Among the names which have 
signified intention to join in the con- 
test are Percy Faith, Raymond Scott, 
David Broekman, Edney Ridge, 
George King Raudenbush, Albert 
Hay Malotte, Bob Chester, Dave 

















sore billings for 1941 by industry Rose, Rich Hall and Joel Malone, 
ollows: ’ siete 
, Bernard Hermann, Doric Alviani, 

AMOMOUVE -..----ccceree $2,054,659) Baul Velluci, Josef Cherniavsky, 

Building materials........ 170,525 | Antony Misuraca. 

Tobacco oe une peat oieeess Judges are Irving Berlin, Jerome 

memo = yea ks. Stans ate sa 718 107 | Kern, Sigmund Romberg, Oscar 

—— Ny i ee * pre: "a 318 621 | Straus, Emmerich Kalman, Dr. Fred- 

= aga insurance... : 13.862.991 | & ick Stock, Edwin McArthur, John 
ue #ossseseecessouseces Be 9 | Golden, Oscar Hammerstein II and 

House furnishings..... tec 102,370 | B. G. DeSylva. 

Jewelry, silver...cesccsece 360, 2a | y 

Lubricants ...... eceebeers 2,215,244 | 

Pe  Sesdvores Gecceccese 35,757 

Leather ..cccccscccccccecs 4,413 | BILL ROBSON JOINS 

WORDS . ccccseds ocsescdcers 4,971,604 | 

BRRRIOMOET ciccncseacendes 607,533 

x pide tae se wor5s3| FACTS AND FIGURES 

Sporting, aircraft........- 521 





ae Bill Robson, head of Lennen & 
Grand total........0..-. $44,584, 378 | Mitchell’s radio department, is join- 
ing W. B. Lewis in the Office of 

| Facts and Figures in Washington. 


Tony Stanford Returns As | Lewis is on a leave of absence from 
Director, Joe Bigelow | proeam. 
Writes Bergen Program| 


| Robson’s connection with the Gov- 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 


ernment agency will be on a three- 
days-a-week basis. 

Tony Stanford is back on the J. 
Walter Thompson payroll and has} 
been assigned to production of 
Chase & Sanborn program. He was 
given his release by Russel Seeds, 
for whom he handled the Red Skel- | 
ton show. Maury Holland, who has 
directed the java show for the past 
year, moves to “Three Ring Time’ 











Campbell-Ewald Agency 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 
Campbell-Ewald agency has closed 
its office here for the duration. 
Most of its accounts are with auto- 
motive firms. 








10,275,755 | 


$70.742.412 | 


| 
| 


| Mutual’s list 
| 1941, 
| the network’s No. 1 customer. 


Josephine Tuminia On 
Conti Soap Series at 
$500 Per r Appearance 


Josephine Tum! minia, Metropolitan | 
Opera coloratura has been sig gned by 
Conti Sos p Co. as the star 
ade ate starting Saturday Jan. 
24 for 26 weeks over Mutual. 

A chorus and the orchestra of 

will be used. Pro- 
i-classical songs and 
operatic arias. Soprano receives 
$500 0 per performance. 


f bro 





1941 LIST OF 


ADVERTISERS ON 
MUTUAL 


Blackett -Sample-Hummert led 
for agency spenders in 
while Bayuk Cigar turned out 
Fol- 
lowing are lists of the web’s first 10 


}in either classification: 























Advertisers | 
ett CO nr ccctsinetcerbeboen $786,315 
Gemeral BEB. ..ccccccccccececese 662,27 
Gospel Broadcasting......ssseeces ° 653,025 
Goneral CiI*GF... cccccccvecescese ° 455,406 
Wander Co, ....cccvccosccsccccce 415,252 
PharMaco ......scccccescossecce ° $53,568 
American Razor 344.513 
Cee OOUE os ccccdcoovenocese 801,857 
Gillette RaZor...cccccccscescves 281,620 
RK. B. SemlOs. cocccccccccescescce 274,791 

Agencies | 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert ...es-. $1,443,442 
Ivey & Ellington......eseeee eee 854,410 
R. H. Alber....cccccocscccccccece 656,223 
Erwin Wasey......cccccceccecsecce 497,088 
J. Walter Thompson......ccccsees « 484,150 
Federal ....-.scesccccsescovescers 407 576 
William Eisty..ccecccccccccccceses e 353,568 
PP ADEN o.00400600000000008000008 ° 801,857 
Maxon .. - 281,620 
Hixson, O'Donnell. oeeveeeeeasseee 203,497 





‘OLD DIRT DOBBER’ 
STRESSES EATABLES 


Nashville, Jan. 18. 
‘Old Dirt Dobber,’ CBS’ gardening 
program, has been revamped to meet 
demands of defense. Some 15 min- 
utes of half-hour show are now de- 


voted to home gardening. Dirt Dob- 
ber (Tom Williams) now gives talks 
on defense or home vegetable gar- 
dening. 

No other change is contemplated 
in General Mills’ six-day Dobber 
stint over WLAC. 


Sid Flamm at WBYN 


Sidney J. Flamm, brother of Don- 
ald Flamm, former owner of station 
WMCA, New York, ‘oined 


WBYN, Brooklyn, as vice-president 








has 





Closes Down on Coast | 


| sales 


in charge of sales, effective Monday 
(12). He has no stock interest in 
the station, but will concentrate on 
and developing programs of 
commercial appeal. 

He was for 16 years a member of 
the board of WMCA and assistant to 
his brother. 





for Ballantine ale. Joe Bigelow re- 
mains with C & S as scripter. 
Stanford was with JWT for five 
years, having held production rein 
on Lux, Rudy Vallee, Nash, Kel- 
logg’s Circle and Gene Autry’s ‘Mel- 
ody Ranch.’ He was recently op- 
tioned for another quarter by Seeds. 








of revenues received by agencies. 


William Hawes Joins |the CBS books, 





Ruthrauff & Ryan Top (BS Agency 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, whose accounts include Lever Bros.. 
|and Sterling Products, took the lead for 1941 with Columbia in the amount 


Campbell Soup 


Young & Rubicam ranked second on 


and Ward Wheelock 
| general rated with all national networks in ’41 will probably 


was third. How the agencies in 


not be dis- 


Ralph Edwards Office closed to the trade, since NBC has decided not to release its own ex- 


penditure breakdown by agencies. 


William Hawes, former radio script | | billings for 1941: 


agent, has joined the Ralph Ed wards | 


Office as a production man and stage | | Ruthrauff & Ryan ..seee. $5,040,316 











manager for ‘Truth or Consequences.’ Young & Rubicam ...... 4,534,054 
He is a former actor. Ward Wheelock ......... 4,303,400 
Benton & Bowles ....... 2,554,656 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert 2,507.326 
RYAN WON’T 'T LOSE TOUCH |Lord & Thomas ........ . 2,181,357 
William Esty ....ceccesee 1,947,404 
Will Consult With 1 WSPD as Storer |Ted Bates ....... e0esiese Sf ULae 
Contfhues Head Man (ENS et ee 6onseeee 2,088,100 
Newell-Emmett .....see. 1,657,108 
J. Harold Ryan will continue while |McCann-Erickson ........ 1,633,821 
absent in Washington as assistant di-|Compton ............eeee 1,492,362 
rector of censorship to consult with| Sherman & Marquette ... 1,491,056 
his Fort Industry firm on the affairs | |J. Walter Thompson ..... 1,325,700 
of WSPD, Toledo. George B. Storer | POONER oc. os ccsece sdecs.’ Egemesree 
will have direct supervision of that| Arthur Mey yerboff ....... 1,110,684 
station, among others, as president of |Pedlar & Ryan .-........ 964,459 
corporation. eee eaeeeaetaee 759,916 
E. Y. Flanigan’s title will be acting! Batten, Barton, Durstine 
manager of WSPD. Flanigan is the! & Osborn ....ccesecece 729,340 
regular commercial manager. “Arthur Kudner .......... 718,804 


Following is CBS’ list of such agency 


Geyer, Cornell & Newall. 658,362 
RE ct Es cass baaene ‘ 587,056 
ROX ROGUE - osc ccccccc ‘ 500,306 
ene 483,263 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace 377,288 
i OE vs cau ees 287,793 
‘i ee a re 270,635 
O’Dea, Sheldon & Canady 268,676 
H. M. Kiesewetter ....... 217,584 
Raymond R. Morgan .... 194,161 
BOPONGOD © &é cade dicce 60366 185,410 
MORON ind ccbesde évbeteseue 172,804 
st Ey. SOREEOR AeaSiacaeeens 136,872 
WO «iweces ssenenseebees 88,285 
Lee Anderson .....ccecce 83,131 
Morse International ,.... 75,214 
Erwin Wasey ...... cane 68,630 
Badger, Browning & 

ee re ee ae 56,056 
Fuller & Smith & Ross.. 55,970 


ae | ot. 
of a series | fifth to second sp 
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‘CBS Advertisers During ile 
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General Foods proved Columbia's biggest customer for 1941, 
Lever Bros., which had led CBS’s list for three con. 


| bili ings of $4,530,421. 


i & dp i he 
i 


with grosg 


| secutive years, dropped to third place, and Campbell Soup jumped from 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, which in "40 rated third, 


slipped a notch, and the same happened to Procter & Gamble, whose 
standing with CBS on expenditures in 1940 was No. 4, making C-P-P No. 4 
for 1941 and P & G No. 5. Liggett & Myers (Chesterfield) yomained in 


sixth place. 
Following is the list of CBS network advertisers for 1941 by time ex. 

penditures: 
mm . RR. Re. ee eer TT rer Tere +» $4,530,421 
Campbell Soup Co............+see08 poetevhakos eee 4,316,450 
S. Fae ees OO, 5. ov os dvt sce sedeaeeeese Seieces « 3,792,812 
4. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co.........ssecceeserevee - 38,774,514 
BS. Procter & Gamble Coe. occ ccc ccctcvcivcesovcedcses - 2,866,532 
6. Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co.........seeceseceees e 1,657,108 
©) Pee Se Bis occa de verse nntekvecediees - 1,453,366 
A ae ee eS Peer re ORT Crys o - 7S 
DRE AEN. 5 oc enn Chases roeeac strong ets ds bees ‘ 1,147,710 
1. ae. eee | Og Las cards boda phe ete xed bed ee le 1,120,705 
11. Philip Morris & Co. Lid... ING. ... cvcsacccervcosene e 41,114,125 
12. American Home Proaucts Corp.........-sececece ‘ 1,075,501 
SE ES OES 020. 20 os ss Bwasdeseoe sooner sees os 974,333 
14. Sterling Products, INC. «2... cscesecscccnvvesteces ee 971,541 
a ee ee Es nk de ease eros begevapansseseenees e $00,518 
De, Me EE 5. evosvctecveseenasd 600sanbers ‘ 876,466 
OE Pe Pe Sa vos otc icdwccsrétetacivineres . 768,736 
I eg ees a er oe Paes Pee ° 658,362 
19. Prudential Insurance Co. of America............ on 647,945 
Sn, MEN OOD i'w a wo are 0 0. 70a oe OPA canes eee es aoe e 587,056 
a GRU oy oases vee a hr ae ri eae oe ‘ 574,660 
22. Brown & Wil'iamson . Tobacc iO CA cca vaeedee os 545,260 
a a SE CO oy Fon os oe aks baka ee ered EPS be 00 537,048 
24. Gulf Oil Corp PANS TAS EES wees 505,070 
25. Thomas J. Lipton, Inc. ee ee RR ee oe ee eas ~ 498,465 
es A A Ei se os oo Sls ks 2h. 3 oc ck cbntacecscdent ee 483,263 
27. Chesebrough Manufacturing Co................ eee 474,457 
28. California Fruit Growers Exchange............. ee 452,206 
De. URGE Beeree TOONCOG Cok cc cas coesaciccsees cee 441,228 
Se, Goetimeens eking Tow INE. co vcccciecs cocavs Sone 430,364 
ie GeO Oe a wo ous sn Keele heals Ce beeee ciaensenes oe 404,593 
ay. a I ee on Sak ale's wou eet nays eee 377,288 
Sas > Een SELON Co acc cc bectebesscseuce eee 315,817 
ee BPE e CTE TT ET TT Teer oe 271,145 
Se SE TURES Rs fac sei Cs cre ce seeesee dens ee 268,676 
36. Magazine Repeating Razor Co...........eeee008 ee 264,498 
ie. - SMI MD PUNE. I y-5 00.0 cua dcop stances ceases rT 258,846 
is cont chee eas ce bbc URES SUS SSL SORE . 248,515 
a ES . aba s bs nave esc bbawewucedeess ° 235,663 
ec NE SE I oo n'a. one ba ckenVuke wt Seube oe 215,441 
es Ce I os oo oa 5 40 ecs ae een pee enwleeaasbanes e 215,428 
ais, ik ora sis sing Sewee ened Nae eS we 204,415 
te I oa eal, se scree eheomeee oe 185,410 
em, Serene ekeeee OSOP CO... oc ccccyccciveccecececes ee 152,105 
oh, “Renee SRE OD...  cweacceve baeebbeaeeeeceeeee Be 136,872 
a See ED PI GID, og Fen ox nce cccebeaeeecnecasone ° 121,765 
47. Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co............cccecces é 96,580 
ey Sy IE ED, vo 5 0 nas cbse ek pone seeee cen oe 91,872 
ee IIE COT ID oo. kc vend kes 60 Oe dee eee ony 91,801 
ee "Ee 6 pp dees £. Saati x 90,528 
51. Travel & Publicity Bureau of Ont Saeed sevsvivaee 88,285 
52. Vick Chemical Co............. os 75,214 
Ges GeeenomeeeWaeee COORD. oo sak vccdscve de cee¥evcecewe e 73,945 
54. Planters Nut & Chocolate Co...... ‘eee 72,396 
55. American Chicle Co...... eee 56,056 
56. General Petroleum Corp. of Californ (aatzanets 47,956 
57. International Cellucotton Products Ce BONS theese us 46,022 
58. Elgin National Watch Co........... 44,468 
Be AR” 2 ee ee ee 44,144 
RR SR POP Oe Wt ear Raa or eo ‘ 40,920 
61. National Lead Co 35,757 
62. Macfadden Publications, Inc........ccccccsccccccce 32,878 
eee ne LN SB eek oy Ce a : 31,659 
Sei, EY MEI ch ne et eer aba 25,974 
SR ree ee 25,344 
Regt ee ore 21,648 
ee ee ER a ns VERS Rae Wate eek bebe ooand 20,699 
68. Soil-Off Manufac Ge, ere) ee eee 20,217 
eee IE Ie a oss ah. 44 bodes weeo cease 20,176 
gE 6 5 ee an a ee 19,602 
71. Breakfast Club C 16,690 
Tee meee renee Milling Co; «2... 6 cic va coecocase 16,224 
73. Colonial Dames, Inc.. Pe is 0% Boe eke +e Sa EOS OS 16,054 
is EE I aire oer cs dc wee caus gualew ene 15,701 
75. Wilmington Transportation Co...............0.e0. 13,737 
76. Atlantic Refining Co. Fe Te 11,265 
77. Alexander Smith & Sons Carpet Co... 10,569 
78. Bekins Van & Storage Co.. 7 ete 7,881 
79. General Motors Corp.............: oe 6,431 
RRO I ASS ride eae 6,137 
Sl. Nestle’s Milk Products, Inc........ ccc cc cc cccccts 5,597 
82. Gallenkamp Stor 1 ES EEE do Om 4,413 
i Te ie ga he ee eee Dae 4,152 
84. Shell Oil C 3,556 
85. Eagle Oil & R ng Co peeenebeneeeete bi dveue 2,384 
86. Vultee Airc SU cianwesen bavicebeseenkanawsare §21 
OGRA CN, cchceebedesisendsdadeustuacan $44,5 584, 378 





‘BIG TOWN’ INTO SPOT 
VACATED BY BOWES 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Two network shows went shopping 
last week for new time and moved 
into more advantageou: spots. ‘Big 
Town’ takes over the half hour on 


CBS abandoned by Major Bowes, 
and Old Gold switched from Monday 
to Friday night on NBC. 

Latter show forced to repeat for 
8 p.m. airing on both coasts. 








Al Nelson, Jr., in Navy 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
Al Nelson, Jr., son of the KGO- 
KPO v.p. here, has enlisted in the 
Navy, with a request for sea duty. 
Just under draft age, chap decided 


ihe wanted action, so volunteered. 








Frances Robinson Lead 
In Wheatena Adaptation 
Of ‘Bachelor Mother’ Film 


Frances Robinson, film actress, will 
have the leading part in ‘Bachelor 
Mother’, next adaptation in the ree 
corded Wheatena ‘Playhouse’ series, 
starting Monday (19), on WOR, New 
York. Other leading parts will be 
played by Chester Stratton, James 
McCallion and Louis Russell. 

Carlo DeAngelo is directing the 


series, with Herbert Little, Jr., and 
David Victor adapting the original 
Norman Krasna screenplay. Current 
‘Playhouse’ show is ‘Love Affair’, an- 
other film adaptation. Ed Wolf Asso- 
ciates produces the series for the 
Compton agency. 
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Women Technicians for Radio? 











In connection with the Army’s need for radio engineers to man 
army detector squadrons and perform other communications work 
(see story in adjoining column) the spotlight is turning to the possible 
role of women in the event of a long war in two departments of 
radio operation largely barred to femininity in the past, First, plant 
and studio engineering and, second, radio announcing. 

Male engineers will be especially wanted by the U. S. Signal Corps. 
Male announcers tend to run young in years and will probably be 
drafted in large numbers. Substitutions may eventually be of the 
opposite sex. In the matter of announcers there has been a general 
sponsor prejudice against gal spielers although talking ladies a la 
Mary Margaret McBride, et al. are not uncommon in commercial radio. 

This whole conjectural subject is one more reminder of what war . 
means and does. 
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+ 
Speed New 100 Kw. for WGEO == AIR ARMY NEF 
WGEO to San Francisco where it will become KWID (under the 
temporarily but has never gone off the air, shifting instead to a spare Typical of Nation - Wide 
Actually G. E. engineers hope to have a new 100 kw. set-up for 
Gratis Ciasses — WTRY, 


Schenectady, Jan. 13. FF Wil (} MEN 
management of tre KSFO group there) has not ended the Schenectady ; 
General Electric transmitter and continuing at 50,000 watts to beam 2 : 
Drive, WBBM, Chicago, | 
WGEO in operation here before other engineers complete the estab- 
Troy, Has 111 Applicants | 


Dismantling and moving of the physical apparatus of shortwave 
piace 
station, as many seem to think. WGEO did lose its 100,000 watts 
| 
on South America as before. | 
Sets Up Busy Schedule of | 

lishment in Frisco of the former equipment that was sold for Asiatic 


propaganda purposes at the suggestion of the United States govern- 
ment. Antenna and foundations were not moved to the Coast, hence 
Schenectady has this advantage in rebuilding for the big juice. 


WOMEN, TOO 


| Ot Basted 


| (he anticipated requirement of 
| the United States Army for thou- | 
sans of radie engineers is the cause 
of some worry in the industry as in 
the Government. It is hoped that 
there wiil be many p>%tential tech- 
nicians for the Army among the 
65,000-odd amateur shortwave opera- 
tors, all of whom are now officially 
silenced by the Federal Communi- 





Radio Reporters at Actual War 
Scene Under Strictest Supervision 


And Carefully ‘Accredited First | | 





a ed 








San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
KSFO’s short-wave affiliate, KWID, due to arrive here this week 
for assembly with efforts being made to get it on the air by March 1. 


First War Efort Meeting of Writers 
Is Talkative Rather Than Active 


,% 


























Meeting of radio writers last week 
to discuss possible means of co- 
ordinating script material for war 
effort purposes proved generally un- 
productive. Session resulted in 
plenty of talk, but nothing concrete 
was decided and no resolutions were 


Bernard C. Schoenfeld, 


dopted. About 125 scripters at- wee ad . pial eeienx ePID Bere 4 
sonal the confab, which nae place | 8tams over station WOAI on Mon-| matter of patriotism and self-interest |°f the paper's regular reé ~— torial | clicker, or gabber. There's plenty 
Tuesday night (6) in the ASCAP| ay, Jan. 19, daily Monday through] broadcasters could hardly do any- | ‘aff, but formerly wrote a Rod and| 9+ Qiooping being done to plug 

> S( y é A ° or : : ? net. 4 aa ali, i A > { * 

ben y . e Radio City, N. Y | Friday. Programs are titled “Ten- thing more helpful at this moment.— Gun column as a part-time as- om — piug a 

“Bernard C. Sch rf radio di | 'To-Four Ranch’ and include Dick’ gq) signment. every loophole by which an enemy if 
c ) aad ° 24 


‘Dick Foran, Martha Mears 


Discs for Pepper Start 


San Antonio, Jan. 13. 

The Dr. 
Dallas will inaugurate a new series 
of transcribed quarter 





, | the reported establishment in vari- | 
Pepper Bottling Co. of| 


hour pro-| 


| Foran and Martha Mears in a session | 


cations Commission. The commer- 
cial longwave industry has already 
furnished a lot and will furnish 
more, 

Meantime there is significance in 
of technician - training 


cus cities 


courses under the leadership and in- | 


itiative of broadcasters. Both as a 


R.L. Stevens Succeeds 
Carlton on N.Y. Post 


Robert L. Stevens has 
Leonard Carlton as radio editor of 
the N. Y. Post. Stevens has for the 
last couple of years been a member 


Continuing in the sheet’s radio de- 


——— 4 


succeeded | 


Washington, Jan. 13. 
Careful selection being inade 
currently of the individuals who may 
in the future get permission to enter 
‘theatres of operations’ with the 
rating of ‘accredited’ writer, shutter- 


is 


| snooper or propagandist might sneak 


0 f the Office of Emergency | ; _— Feiae - . . “1 sta 
ens Rates was the wart of cowboy songs, drama and music. | Chicago. Jan. 13. partment will be Einar Peterson, on a to the sront lines. No such 
Soames ur sing the tiuthors to in- On the same date the series will WBBM, which is turning over its | P®ostams, and Albert Cusick, on a | nce gy a “aca — aeye 
ye - =_ ‘ also be started on a list of over 50 ; part-time assignment as programs | Mace of the newsreelers, radio com- 


clude more war effort announce- 


stations throughout the south. Ac- 


entire television space in the No. 1 


supervisor. 


mentators, still photogs, and repert- 


ments in their radio scripts. How- LaSalle street building for a school : a ae aera | CFs. 

ever, it was pointed out by several | Count is being handled by the Benton | for radio telegraph operators and | ,C@riton is on an indefinite leave Getting : — 
-iter rese that th tte ¢ | & Bowles Agency. radio technicians, will start classes of absence with the Office of the heating a to scenes of action is 

writers present that e matter Of | 6 a Aan : sepigtio’y virtually impossible at present and 


such announcements is in the hands 
of sponsors, adver{fising agency men 
and networks, depending on the par- 
ticular program. Although Schoen- 
feld had requested that the meeting 
be held at the earliest possible mo- 
ment, he said in answer to a ques- 





FOUR-NETWORK 


‘DEMANDS’ NOT 


next week. Instructors will be vari- 
ous Columbia engineers, headed by 
Frank Falknor, 

WBBM-Columbi:z project, through 
cooperation with the nation’s arme 


Qu. 


| forces, is to help provide technicians 


for communications at camps, in the 


Coordinator of Information (Dono- 


van committee). 








| best circumstances. 


H. L. McCLINTON 





will remain a difficult task under the 
Admirals and 
generals have decided that the num- 
ber of gawkers will be held to a 
minimum, doubling up will be re- 
quired, since supervision must be 
exercised, and there’ll be little free 


| 
tion that he had no immediate spe- field and in home defense. and easy running about 
° ° ° c » s iin, e 
cific plans or projects for those pres- | WBBM is contributing the space, Most of the pecliminary lining 
ent to undertake, but merely desired | | the use of its radio time to attract of rial. AiteA ear i _ me Mt uP 
o | - 4 L as - 2a “ res indent: tine 
to outline broad ideas for them to | | students, and the WBBM engineers phrase ct as both still : 
° | | . ° 7 as "overs 0 Sti anc le! wse 
consider. | are contributing time and talent to - : . ne : Bet 
: = : | aietels anaid net aie reel camera-toters along with press 
Replying to a suggestion by one serve as instructors, - scribes and radio legn : | , 
, . ; scribes and radio legmen—is bein 
author that the Government should | —— | Instruction will give practical | done by th ome ; Anvb Pr i 
| , = : : ) y tne Ar ,. ANydDoOaY cieare 
spend some of the war budget to| | primary training in radio telegraph 2 : 4 a i 
“ie NBC-Red Planning an Advisory s : - canibiieniia iby the War Department will go 
pay unemployed radio writers for; _ * ’ a , s “2 | to men in this branch of service m2 ’ a ohio tt : 4. ; S 
defense show scr pts, Schoenfeld a: Committee, which held its first prior to their induction into the | H. L. McClinton, v.p. in charge of | automatically on the Navy’s-o.k. list 
i Se s SCripts, « oen as- . er . Pi nel a ! _ mats , ri ares : nap 17 ‘ia 
serted he is not authorized to make | Meeting in New York Jan. 6, wont Army or Navy. or to men ineligible | T° for the N. W. Ayer agency, | and vice-versa. The rules will be ; 
. i < ] 1Z L « , . fii iTi! L ijiNc Je Lc il I “ - : » j 
any such deals. He did not elabo- | 0" record as being opposed to the for military service who can take a has been given a leave of absence | uniform to the greatest degree pos- ia 
s als. i€ rh JU- : . OF frlilital § ei Vv iceé W Ti¢ ali tan +409 1. . 4 a 4 
rate on the matter four networks being linked up for cionificant part .. hame defense to produce the half-hour morale sible, though indication are the f 
E l lé A a igninca arty in 10m I ° ‘ ‘2 =e - 4 
. rit¢ananiie “O94 »actc wee y eet a a TZ mr 2 ,°or I ‘ wil N VV wil ) “oO generol n 
According to several members of simultaneous broaacasts, excepting | There will be three sessions daily, program which the Government i | / vy ] be more genero 1 } 
the Radio Writers’ War Effort Com-|in the case of a Preside:utiai speech. | 3.5 5.7 ang 7-9 p.m debut over the four national net-' ferrying approved correspondents if 
4 < : c 4 vr, Vm GALINA "< hae -_ . . b, 
/ arrange ‘yo |} a sudden national emergency and : ; works Feb. 7, McClinton has re- | to points of interest. $ 
mittee, which arranged the meeting Ro cae — Signal Corps Approves ithe’ Mele” Dieeieieeien oO A6 meesent nest ae eee Ma 
at Schoenfeld’s instigation the military necessity. } crulte¢ OD Mortenson, of tne | f present, nobody is bDeing per- - 
~ i ; : . 5< ’ . . ire PHA. e ‘La , - ‘ 7) . . . a . ss ‘ * 
whole question of Government plugs The indiscriminate use of such Entire project wa worked out by same agency’s radio staff, as his as- | mitted in Alaska or beyond Hawaii, ; 
on commercial programs is to be | tying together of national weos wos | H. Leslie Atlass, Columbia v.p. in | sistant. McClinton was brought in| but shortly observers are exnected 
A c } c » . } , > . starr aye c 1 ‘ iy: . , +: | . . 
considered by committee represent- | termed an attefnpt to coerce listen- | charge of western operations, with | by the Office of Facts and Figures | to be allowed in the Caribbean 
. . - . T . r P =! ‘ar > Pifar a . . . ' 
ers and it was claimed that the de- | U. S. Army Signal Corps officers, jand his connection for the first | theatre, Newfoundland, and possibly 


ing the American Assn. of Advertis- 


ing Agencies and the Assn. of Na- | 


to fai of 


of maximum 


vice was bound p wpos4, 


audi- 


and a key man from the Signal Corps 
will be assigned to the WBBM 





couple weeks will be an organizing 
job more than anything else. 


| a ° 
the far Pacific. News editors of vari- 


ous media who fancied they were 


tional Advertisers. Intimated that|the attracting of | , Ak seaelianel ‘ wetllne 
the RWWEC will subsequently col- | ences, and that it will have the con- school to orang the principles of Norman Corwin will direct the | being far-sighted in shooting men 
laborate with the sponsor and | trary effect of diminishing competi- | wartime duties — the students. show as well as participate in the to Honolulu before the first bomb 
agency men on the subject. tion efforts for program quality. No Expected that several thousand writing. The writing staff is in| echoes died away now are trying 
SL OEE Bc | referénce was made in the resvlu- operators and tech iclans wll re- process of selection. to extricate their stranded field 
tion to the recent agreement among | ceive basic training in the 13-week seinliciidlines staff A few men who were on 
FREE MPAN PLAYS the four national netwiiks to fur- | course. Tuition is free and the only ( | B B d the ereamdé at the ont " 
C0 Y nish the Saturday 7-7:30 p.m. period | cost to the students will be that of ecl rown rea casts e i y 
FOR WNYC REPEATS to the Government for a morale | necessary textbo ° ‘ ° . I 17 re e ; 
building program. Singapore Social News ; ion 4 7 > 
nares ee 27 Women Enroll I : thou the A 3 
Free Company radio plays, orig-| Free (Gift of Cub Plane Troy, N. Y., Jan. 13 And Draws a Blackout ‘ts ee eae : 
2 ally broadcast last summer by Al Chi k chief « eer of : : ee te, ees ' = 
-BS, in cooperation with a group of | ; ™ ITRY. v condu ‘ for me ie —o ; 
pane Cu a a an | TO meee Contest Wenner | 852%. 92) centett ates for me) cas corresp cen- | hig , 
will be revived by WNYC, New York aan enrolled, eight of them married wom- parts of the globes r a tis “ = , . ‘ Z 
City’s municipal station, as a 13-week An (maha Civic Event en) in the technical phases of radio, weekend - Cecil “Brown, broadcast- shi D seek : E sien > ; ys so bali 
series starting Jan. 23. Programs cium including control room operation. A | jing fr: m Si ap re, wa . ordered off cs ce sinaat an te mo eg . ~ 
ba Bo te gh eaghe heremnde: Omaha, Jan, 13. | total of 111 applications have already | a)together, while Charles Colling-| a; d Navy. “For inst: bea ‘it seems 
oleae wave ek its ahora Omaha made a gala event out of peed gta sgt Aeprnen wood, of = network's London staff,’ pretty clear that in the fut 1 : net 
Grayson directin , : the ‘Wings of Destiny’ (Brown & eee gp ag Ron id rr National tg explained during the course ¢ fare-| works will not be allowed to pick up 
: é. Williamson Tobacco Program) pres- | #?MYy and Navy ana the wationa: ¢ port to the States that he would have | running descriptions of action. mean- 
pe MD sociation of Broadcasters, Volunteers : 








entation of a gift cub aeroplane at 





Have been and are being sought. The 


to bring his broadcast to an abrupt 
close because the censor didn’t like 


ing there’ll be no more of thoce ex- 


NO MEMBERSHIP NAMES airport. Richard Niver, 24, got the Pr tegen eg prayer pwr Page b. citing play-by-play accounts such as 
a ee soe ee a ies 1 dened po collate probably ae See that he selected for the} come out of Manila the first few 
° “i sa oce s oo Oo ollege, r a F inal ‘ aah iliaie 
Jack Kirkwood Drops Club Start | 20,000 jammed the airport. Presen- | vill Alaa aes dale ad d of sev fini we ee days of hostilities. 
at Request of FBI tation was made by Governor , Wi Co} tinue over a period of sev- It was said that Brown, famous as Mutval’s Positi 
5 c — aa sonthe : cree. e 4 } ; ral’ st 
mene Dwight Griswold with all city com- eral months. a survivor of the Repulse, had been GVSals FOSiION 
: Annlicants are siupposec ave RT eg en ss ey ce el a : +h “-adigo end the " 
San Francisco, Jan. 13. missioners and brass hats of the : , plicants are rae sed oo: ave | barred by the British authorities be- On cag es, 7 . we he A Bu 
. lad as 2 inimum high school train- | eaucse he h; 1ente he : reau oO ublic lations Na ce 
Jack Kirkwood has dropped the | Seventh Army Corps area head- ; Dad as a minimum high school train- cause he had commented on the so- | Teau of Public Relations ha : 
daily bee: ‘ VG Bite : escent. Prize ship was | 128 in mathematics and the like. cial life of the local military but | the three national chains to submit 
ily membership report from his | quarters present. rize shiy of tag ne tag A angelina tian & ocal military oe > a ; . , 1 
KFRC Breakfast Club show at the | escorted into town by flock of planes. | ie possibility that women may, | CBS’ spokesmen in New York de- | names, but Mutual passed. Appli- 
ig . ; > > >« stra to He 11¢c90 9° oe i 4 43 Le -7 rimmhe annr elenatal 
request of the FBI. Precaution Stunt handled here by Monte Ran- | in some instances, have to be used as clared that all they know was that | cations on file number approximately 


against phony names and numbers 


dall of the Russell M. Seeds agency. 








control room engine*rs as well as 


Radio Singapore held that Brown's 


35 from Columbia and 25 from NBC. 


4 
being used as code messages. se ee | announcers, before the war has end- broadcasts were ‘detrimental to local | The regional webs are unlikely to 
Half-hour five-a-week network Edward Ward, news commentator ed, is understood to be peer heape serl- | public morale’ and that the manner | get anybody on the list, while no 
comedy stint celebrates its third an- | for the BBC, is a prisoner of war, | 0US consiceration from radio execul- | of his broadcasts made him ‘persona | correspondents for single stations 
niversary (16) with open house and | having been captured in the Libyan tives. Femmes cou be pressed non grata CBS has appealed will be admitted to tl s of op- 
samples of sponsors’ products. campaign Continu n page 28) jagainst the taboo ordet erations 
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Trammell Chairman of Blue Exec 
Committee; Vice-Presidency Goes 


To Phillips Carlin of Programs 


Niles Trammell was elected chair- 
man of the executive committee of 
the Blue Network Co., Inc., at the 
first meeting Friday (9) of the new 
corporation’s board of directors. The 


divorcement of the Blue from NBC 
and the establishment of the Blue 
as a direct subsidiary of RCA was 
effected formally last week with the 
filing of incorporation papers in 
Delaware. Trammell, RCA spokes- 
men stated, will remain as president 
of NBC, which from now on in- 
volves solely the Red Network, and 
strong denial was made of the re- 
port that he was slated to move in 
as head of the Blue when and if a 








Signal Corps 











Continued from page 27 eal 





into service as spielers more easily 
than they could as control room 
staffers. 

The drain on manpower in control 
room crews, who are more or less 
young and who must possess quick 
reflexes, is expected to be consider- 
able. Same is believed likely to be 
true of announcers, if war lasts a 
long time. 





Eighmey for Iowa 








Mason City, Ia., Jan. 13. 
F. C. Eighmey, manager of KGLO, 
has been appointed radio co-ordina- 


sale of that network is consummated. | tor in Iowa, representing the national 


Mark Woods, the Blue’s president, 
and Edgam Kobak, executive v.p., 
will serve with Trammell on the| 
executive committee. At last Fri- 
day’s meeting Phillips Carlin, pro- 
gram head, was named a v.p. The 
board of directors of the Blue con- 
sists of Woods, Kobak, George S. 
DeSousa, John Hays Hammond, Jr., 
Joseph V. Heffernan and Charles B. 
Jolliffee. The last four are all con- 
nected with RCA. 

Blue Network’s affiliates meet at 
the Drake hotel, Chicago, tomorrow 
(Thursday) to hear Woods, Kobak 
and others outline the Blue’s plans 
and policies. 

Don Gilman’s Post 


Don Gilman becomes western vice 
president of the Blue network un- 
der the set-up of officers that has 
now been determined. He thus re- 
turns to a post substantially similar 
to his long-time job and the tempo- 
rary what-does-it-mean title as head 
of Pacific public relations is forgot- 
ten. 

Sidney Strotz has meanwhile as- 
sumed his new role as west coast 
v.p. of NBC, alias the Red. 

E. R. Borroff of Chicago also gets 
a Blue vice presidency along with 
Keith Kiggins and Lundsford P. Yan- 
dell, the latter also being treasurer 
of the. Blue and a fast-upper in 
terms of his relatively short tenure 
on the NBC payroll. 


COPPER’S USE FURTHER 
CURTAILED FOR RADIO 


Washington, Jan. 13. 

Increasingly tighter grip of war on 
various branches of the radio busi- 
ness is demonstrated by the Office of 
Production Management announce- 
ment Friday (2) that henceforth 
copper can be used in making re- 
ceivers only when indispensable to 
carry electrical current. Margin of 
safety is allowed but no decorative 
use will be tolerated. 

The most recent priorities division 
ruling points out that sale of radio 
sets complying with the order has 
not been forbidden, but implies that 
Government agents will keep an eye 
open to prevent any abuses. In gen- 








defense committee of National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters. In this ca- 
pacity he is arranging for a number 
of schools in the state, which will 
offer courses in radio technic, all 
schools to be sponsored by Uncle 
Sam. 

Working with Eighmey on plan are 
M. S. Coover, head of eelctrical engi- 
neering at Iowa State college, Ames, 
and H. O. Croft, head of the mechan- 
ical engineering department at the 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City. 

Schools inaugurated at request of 
army and navy in effort to obtain 
radio technicians for service in 
armed forces. Courses to be for 16 
weeks, with 144 contact work hours 
and 96 hours for home study. 





WCCO Engineer Active 
Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 

Hugh S. McCartney, WCCO chief 
engineer, has been appointed to rep- 
resent radio on the Minneapolis De- 
fense board’s technical advisory com- 
mittee. Earl H. Gammon, WCCO 
general manager, is head of the 
Minnesota Defense council. 

Others from the same station en- 
gaged in defense activities are Al 
Sheehan, assistant manager, in charge 
of Red Cross programs, and Max 
Karl, @éducational director, heading 
the committee to collect books in the 
Twin Cities for Army camps. 





Frisco Training "Em 

San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
Joe Landells, KYA engineer, has 
been appointed an instructor at 
Samuel Gompers’ trade school here 
to turn out technicians for defense. 
Previously, F. H. Christman, an- 
other KYA engineer, got a civilian 

job with the army signal corps. 


NOXZEMA CITY QUIZ 








Kansas City, Jan. 13. 

Stations KMBC of Kansas City 
and KMOX of St. Louis last Sunday 
(11) began new series of Quiz of 
Two Cities programs for Noxzema 
with a half hour show beginning at 
12:40 p:m. Odd starting hour was 
occasioned by KMBC’s carrying of 
the 40-minute Swan Soap show at 
noon, 

The Lever Brothers show is tran- 





eral copper can be used only for 
‘wire and contacts,’ shielding, and 
vital screws. No more splurging 


\KMBC, CBS 


|scribed from its Tuesday night red | 
to | 


and switched 
affiliate here, since 


net broadcast 


NOW ON KMBC, KMOX: 





COL. JIM HEALEY 


Who has been continuously spon- 
sored on one or more stations since 


1933. A proven results-getter for 
national spot advertisers this vet- 
eran reporter, columnist, editor and 
publisher is currently sponsored for 
eleven quarter-hours weekly. 
He's available for network and 
“rates are right.” 

COL. JIM HEALEY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 


STUDIO SHOWS 
FATE UNCERTAIN 


In conformance with an _ edict 
from the Government, Columbia has 
shut down on the issuance of an- 
nual passes to its New York studios. 
Impression in some broadcasting 
quarters is that this move is a fore- 
runner to the elimination of all pub- 
lic attendance of network arid local 
station broadcasts, which taboo 
would be felt most severely by audi- 
ence participation and variety pro- 
grams. 


Doctor Role Back Into 
‘Big Sister’ But Gabel 
Not Playing This Time 


Part of John, the doctor-husband 
in the ‘Big Sister’ serial, is being 
written back into the script after an 
absence of more than a year, thereby 
returning the show to its former 
general story line. However, Martin 
Gabel, formerly featured on the 
program, is not a candidate for the 
part when it comes back into the 
stanza during the week of Jan. 26. 
Auditions are now being held for the 
assignment. Meanwhile, Gabel is co- 
producing play, ‘Cafe Crown,’ due 
next week at the Cort, N. Y. 


Setup of the ‘Big Sister’ program, 

















rating serials, has been undergoing 
repeated revisions for a period of 
more than a year. Knowles Entrikin, 
just before giving up scripting the 
series, married off the two leading 
characters, Ruth (Big Sister) and 
John. That resulted in a dropping 
off in listener suspense and a de- 
crease in the rating, so the character 
of John was written out of the show, 
ending Gabel’s long run as co-star. 
After several other authors had the 
scripting assignment, it was given to 





Julian Funt, who still continues it. 
Subsequently, Alice Frost, title 
player and remaining star, married 


with copper dials, knobs, escutch- | WDAF, NBC red basic, could not | the director, William Tuttle and, as 


eons, or shafts, under the edict. 


$2,300, 


| clear desired time. 


000 to Operate FCC Next Year 





Separate Appropriation, However, Covers National 
Defense Activities of Special Branches 


— — 


Washington, Jan. 13. 

Fractions of employees—a _ book- 
keeping trick—will be dropped by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission during the fiscal year open- 
ing next July 1. President Roose- 
velt’s 1943 budget, submitted to 
Congress Wednesday (7) reveals a 
net pruning of $77,510 below the 
amounts appropriated for the cur- 
rent 12-month accounting period, the 
bulk of the cut coming in national! 
defense expenditures. 

Regular appropriation for salaries 





and routine expenses will be $2,300,- 
000, compared with this year’s $2,315,-. 
229, while the defense allotment will | 


be cut from the current $2,729,000 
to $2,667,619. Combined effect is to 
shear the payroll by 161.3 workers. 
(Fraction is due to computing the 
number of months individuals are 
employed), 

From the regular permanent pay- 
roll, 59 home office and 7.2 field em- 
ployees will be missing. The staff 
paid with defense funds will decline 
by 44.5 Washington and 50.6 field 
workers. The home-office force 
will be lowered 42 under the 1941 
level. Most of the reduction will be 
made in the clerical and _ steno- 
graphic forces, though some attor- 
neys and engineers will depart. 


ia climax to 


continued differences 
with Herschel Williams, radio direc- 
tor of the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, 
both resigned from the show. Tuttle 
has since set up and headed a day- 
time radio department at the Lyons 
& Lyons agency, besides continuing 
to direct ‘The Shadow’ for R. & R.., 
while Miss Frost is now free-lancing. 

‘Sister’ is now directed by James 
Andrews. Title part is played by 
Nancy Marshall and the cast includes 
Arnold Moss, Peggy Conklin, Santos 
Ortega, Michael O’Day, Oscar Polk 
and Ned Wever. Richard Liebert is 
organist, Ted Miller panelman and 
Ora Nichols handles sound. Pro- 
gram airs 12:15 p.m. on CBS for 
Rinso., 








Lou Bring Substituting 


As Dave Rose Vacations 


Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Lou Bring substituting for David 
Rose as batoner of ‘Adventures in 
Melody’ and ‘California Melodies’ on 
Mutual. 
Rose is east on a visit with Judy 





Garland, 





George S. DeSousa. 
John Hays Hammond, Jr. 
Joseph V., Heffernan. 


Mark Woods, President. 


George Milne, Chief Engineer, 


Who's Who in the Blue 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


——acy 








Edgar Kobak, 
Mark Woods. 
Lunsford P. Yandell, 


Charles B. Jolliffe. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Niles Trammell, Chairman, 


OFFICERS 


Edgar Kobak, Executive Vice-President. 

E. R. Borroff, Vice-President in charge of Central Division. 
Phillips Carlin, Vice-President in charge of programs. 

Don E. Gilman, Vice-President in charge of Western Division, 
Keith Kiggins, Vice-President in charge of stations, 

Lunsford P. Yandell, Vice-President and Treasurer, 


DEPARTMENTS 
George M. Benson, Eastern Sales Manager, 
Judith Cortada, Trade News Editor, 
Edward F. Evans, Research Manager, 
Murray B. Grabhorn, National Spot Sales Manager. 
B. J. Hauser, Sales Promotion Manager. 
E. P. H. James, Director of Publicity and Promotion, 
Dorothy Kemble, Continuity Acceptance Editor, 


John H. MeNeil, Manager, Station WJZ. 

Tracy Moore, Western Sales Manager. 

Earl Mullin, Manager, Publicity Department. 

John H. Norton, Jr., Station Relations Manager, 
Charles E. Rynd, Sales Serevice Manager. 

Robert Saudek, Assistant to Executive Vice-President. 
Merritt R. Schoenfeld, Central Division Sales Manager, 
James Stirton, Central Division Program Manager, 
Fred M. Thrower, Jr., General Sales Manager, 

D. B. Van Houten, Office Manager. 





Tom Revere Joins Bates; 
Hawkes, Others Fill In; 
Day Now B&B Partner 


Tom Revere has resigned as v.p. 
in charge of radio for the Benton & 
Bowles agency Feb. 1. Revere’s spot 
at B & B will not be filled for the 
time being. Instead the executives 
of the agency’s radio department 
will have their duties reshuffled. 
Kirby Hawkes assumes charge of all 
program production, Bert Prager 
will handle all talent, Esty Stowell, 
formerly an account executive, takes 
over as business manager, and Mann 
Holiner becomes the manager of the 
Hollywood office. 

Revere is moving to the Ted Bates 
agency to succeed Jack Runyan as 
radio director. 

Another major change at Benton 
& Bowles is the entry of Bill Day, 
formerly a copy chief with J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, as a full-fledged part- 
ner. Day will be in charge of cre- 
ative and planning. Chester Bowles 
has meantime taken a three-months’ 
leave of absence to head up the ra- 
tioning of all materials under the 
OPM in Connecticut. 

Burns Lee quit as the agency’s 





formerly one of the two or three top- |director of publicity last week to 


join the press division of the U. S. 
Treasury in Washington. 


BAN ALL ‘REQUEST’ 
PROGRAMS FOR WAR 


Bridgeport, Jan. 13. 
All record request programs have 
been dropped by Connecticut sta- 
tions for duration of war, to guard 


against giving information to the 
enemy. 














Move is expensive to several state 
broadcasters who have built up large 


| telephone and wire followings. 





FATE OF SUNDRY 
NBC SECTIONS 
UNDECIDED 


Ultimate fate of various NBC de- 
partments, and divisions of Depart- 
ments, remains uncertain following 
the ‘divorcement’ proceedings that 
segregates the Blue from the Red, 
the latter to be known hereafter 
simply as NBC. No decision has 
been made yet on such activities as 
news and special events, public in- 
terest programs, women’s programs, 
music library, etc. These units may 
function as services available to 
both NBC and Blue. 

NEC préss is divided on a basis of 
Earl Mullin and some eight assiste 
ants taking up independent quarters 
on the third floor of Radio City with 
the Blue entrenchment, while John 
McKay will head the remaining NBC 
press division retaining the major- 
ity of publicity personnel. 





Drees for Kirchner 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 

Jack Drees takes over the WIND 
‘Night Watch’ program of pop re- 
corded music, replacing Claude 
Kirchner, who joins the army. 

Drees also will continue handling 
his regular daily ‘Sports Edition’ 
show on the same station. 





Sandra Michael’s Bad Throat 


Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against 
the Storm,’ is ill with a strep infec- 
tion at her Silvermine (Conn.) home. 

She goes to Palm Springs, Cal. 
soon for a month or so. 





James Porter is new assistant to 
Frank Barhydt, director of pub- 
licity and promction for station 
KMBC, Kansas City. 





Wrong Age for Carter’s Pills 


Street & Finney Trying a Middle-Aged Slant— 


Pat Barnes Emcees Program (West of Cleve. Only) 


Street & Finney on behalf of Car- 
ter’s Little Liver Pills is trying out a 
‘nostalgic’ revue idea on NBC west 
of Cleveland. Pat Barnes has been 
hired as emcee of program which 
includes the Nat Brusiloff orchestra 
and is using rotating guestees. Last 
week’s was Blanche Ring. Cast is 
working in costume in New York 
City but not heard locally. 

Carter’s Pills has ‘Inner Sanctum 
Mysteries’ on the Blue, a horror 
series that has achieved some popu- 
larity. A survey seems to indicate 
this show appeals primarily to high- 
schoolers and young folks and they 
aren't good customers for pills. 





Hence the switch to middle aged 
listeners with a program calculated 
to appeal that way. 





‘ROWDY REVUE’ TONED DOWN 
Boston, Jan. 13. 
Carl Moore’s ‘Rowdy Revue’ on 
WEEI is being toned down and will 
be called his ‘Coffee Club’ from now 
on. 
Moore sings and emcees with 
vocalists Jean Collins and Bill Elliott. 








Harry Stone, general manager of 
WSM, Nashville, has been appointed 
to the Red network planning board. 
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A Toast to America’s Allies 


a 





Emil Brisacker agency has come up with still another transcribed 
fancy. This time it’s ‘A Toast to America’s Allies,’ starring the ‘Vic- 
tory Girl ’and using an orchestra under aegis of Meredith Willson, 
Five-minute transcribed spot has already been sold to Acme beer in 
the west, riding seven days weekly on KGO and KPO locally. Started 


Monday (12). 


Unlike previous beer spots developed and waxed by the agency, this 
series, saluting friendly nations, will be offered for sale regionally to 
Limiting ‘Barrel of Fun’ and similar waxers to suds 
accounts narrowed the market before. 


any account. 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 











Yanks Now Getting Steady Dosage Of 
Programs Concerning ‘Neighbors 








Taking seriously the task of fa- 
miliarizing people in the United 
States with South America, as well 
as acquainting South Americans 
with the U. S., Office of the Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
(Rockefeller committee) is responsi- 
ble for 17 shows currently on U. S. 


networks strictly for © domestic 
consumption. There are, in addition, 
many local programs in this country 
with Latin angles, behind which is 
the hand of the Rockefeller organi- 
zation. Some 34 such shows in all 
are to be heard in New York City. 

None of the programs is an- 
nounced as sponsored or aided by 
the Coordinator’s office and most 
listeners don’t consciously realize 
the large quantity of Latin Amer- 
icana they are getting, or why. Each 
program, nevertheless, the commit- 
tee feels helps to cement relations 
between the people of the two con- 
tinents. CIAA is of the opinion 
that an important step to inter- 
American unity -is knowledge by 
each people about the other and 
thus the large-scale program in this 
country. 

Shows run from quarter-hours of 
Latin American rhythms to the In- 
ternational Telephone and _ Tele- 
graph - sponsored ‘Good Neighbor 
News,’ heard on CBS five nights a 
week. Latter is a news broadcast 
concerned solely with events. in 
South America. There are a num- 
ber of straight educational programs, 
too. 





PERSONALITIES VIA CBS 


New Shortwave 50,000-Watter In- 
augurates Potpourri from N.Y. Area 








With inauguration of its new 50 kw. 
shortwave transmitter, CBS _ has 
started a new nightly show to South 
America which is available to sta- 
tions in Latin network for pickup 
and rebroadcasting. It includes per- 
sonalities, special events and human- 
interest stories, as well as a short 
resume of headline news. 

One of the top events so far was 
to present Joe Louis as the person- 
ality last Friday (9) night, just be- 
fore he was to go into the ring with 
Buddy Baer. 
of Arturo Godoy, South American 
fighter whom he once battled for the 
championship. CBS program is pro- 
duced with cooperation and aid of 
the Office of Coordination of Inter- 
American Affairs (Rockefeller com- 
mittee), 


(eepeesceeeteeneweneenmmes 


Pall Mall cigarets will continue its 
transcribed announcement schedules 
without any modification of the discs’ 
sound effects contents, it is revealed 
by the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 
The question of whether changes in 
the transcriptions’ makeup was in 
the offing came up after CBS had 
turned down contract renewals for 
the blurbs on its managed and op- 
aes Stations on the grounds that 
he discs, which include naval and 


|leadership, the address launching a 





| 


Louis spoke in praise | 


| 


Pall Mall Sound Effects Too Close 
To War-Like for CBS’ Satisfaction 


| clogged with cars of curious who 





WAITE HOYT IN CINCY 


His Arrival Is Promoted Big by 
Station WKRC 








Cincinnati, Jan. 13. 

Waite Hoyt, former major league 
hurler and of late with WOR, New 
York, started pitching with com- 
mercial tagging last week when join- 
ing WKRC, Mutual affiliate. He is 
doing a quarter-hour sports program 
on weekday nights for Alms & 
Doepke, department store. His stint 
is titled ‘According to Hoyt.’ 

In bowing to Cincy dialers, Hoyt 
was spotlighted in a special 45- 
minute stanza .n which the station’s 
execs and staffers, along with Mayor 
Jim Stewart, biggies of the Reds’ 
ball club and radio and sports scribes 
were heard. Intro included tran- 
scribed puffs for Hoyt from baseball 
and radio notables in New York. 

During the baseball season he will 
announve the Reds’ games, with 
Dick Nesbitt, staffer, as assistant. 


Butler of Columbia U 
Opens New Shortwave 
Series Out of Boston 


Boston, Jan. 13. 
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, presi- 
dent of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, called on 
American public opinion to fix its 
eyes on post-war conditions to be 
ready for international, democratic 





new series of empire programs over 
shortwaver WRUL. The new series 
is directed by Sir Angus Fletcher 
of the British Library of Informa- 
tion, and is designed to tie together 
the various sections of the Britjsh 





Empire through the United States, 
as the British Broadcasting Co. ties | 
the empire together through Eng- 
land. 

The broadcasts are to be given | 
every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 5:15 p.m. (EST). 

Working with Fletcher is an ad- | 
visory committee consisting of 
Prof. James T. Shotwell, . former | 
Under-Secretary of State Frank L. | 
Polk, Shepard Morgan, vice-presi- | 
dent of the Chase National Bank, | 
Huntington Bird of New York, and | 
Charles Sumner Bird of Boston. 


military sound effects, were too 
ticklish for the present time. 

Stations on the west coast dropped 
the airing of the Pall Mall blurbs! 
during the first week of America’s | 
entry into the war because of the) 
extreme precautions being taken) 
against air raids, but these same sta- | 
tions have since then returned the 
discs to their schedules. NBC has 
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AADIO ACCOUNTS 
CHOW CONFIDENCE 


New York Representatives of 
Honolulu Stations at First 
Feared Wholesale Cancel- 
lations of Advertising 
Piaced from Mainland 








GOOD FOR MORALE 


—_—___ 





Radio business as far as United 
States accounts are concerned have | 
held up so well for Honolulu sta- | 
tions that the stations’ reps involved | 
have abandoned the idea of issuing | 
an appeal to American advertisers to 
go on supporting the stations in this 
American ‘outpost if only for the 
morale factor. The reaction of 
American advertisers since the at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor has been far 
to the contrary of what the media on 
the Island had expected. Instead of 
cancellations there has been an in- 
crease in advertising contracts. 

Shortly after the Pearl Harbor as- 
sault the three organizationsewhich 
represent the stations and newspa- 
pe in Honolulu became worried 
about a possible withdrawal by U.S. 
advertisers and there was talk 
among the trio of issuing a general 
letter to the former urging them to 
maintain their expenditures in Hon- 
Olulu if only for the confidence that 
such support would convey to the 
islanders. The proposal was tabled 
pending further developments. The 
developments turned out to be in the 
opposite direction from what the 
threesome had feared. 

The rep organizations that did the 
conferring were the E. Katz Agency, 
John Blair & Co. and O’Meara & 
Ormsby. Katz”has KGU and the 
Honolulu Advertiser, Blair repre- 
sents KGMB and KHBC, while 
O’Meara & Ormsby has the national 
sales agency for the Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin. 

Only changes that the Honolulu 
stations have made in their pro- 
gram schedules has been to drop the 
Jap and Filipino language news 
broadcasts. 


Make-Beheve Air Raid 
Staged Realistically and | 
Some People Get Scared 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. | 

Philly experienced a scare remi- | 
niscent of the Orson Welles ‘Martian 
invasion’ of a couple of years ago} 
when a practice air raid drill was 
staged at the Bendix aircraft plant 








| here last Tuesday (7). As the police 


short wave radio chattered calls for | 


| doctors, ambulances and emergency 


squads, reporting ‘132 casualties,’ it 
was picked up by listeners here and 
in other cities and reports were 
spread that Philadelphia was the 
first American city to suffer a Nazi 
air attack. 
The drill was pulled as a surprise, | 
with no one but officials and news- | 
papers tipped off in advance. The 
police radio announcer carried out 
his part dead pan. Sending wardens, 
demolition squads, firemen, etc., to 
the scene of what he described as 
‘bombed-out aircraft plant.’ 
Dial-twisters, listening in to short- 
wave, had no way of telling that this 
was only a drill. Newspaper offices 
were deluged with telephone calls. 
Streets near the aircraft plant were 


heard the broadcast. Queries came 
to the local Associated Press office 
from as far away as Detroit. As 
persons neared the scene of the 
‘bombing,’ their fears were height- | 
ened by the sight of people being 
carried out of the building, placed in | 
ambulances, searchlights playing | 
over the ‘wrecked plant,’ etc. 








Manuel Avila, Spanish announcer 


; over 


Buenos Aires Judge Hears Charge That 


Station Belgrano U 


nder-Paid for Music 


With Okay of SADIAC Executive 





Colgate, Lipton, U.. Drug 
Place Programs, Blurbs 
On CFCF in Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 13. 
Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
has the following new programs and 
extensions for the current year: 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet extended 
for 52 weeks from Jan. 1 from 6:15- 
6:25 p.m. (EDT). 

Thomas J. Lipton, 255 spot an- 
nouncements twice daily, Monday 
through Friday started Jan. 2. 

Toronto Star Weekly, 36 spot an- 
nouncements four times daily, 
Thursdays and Fridays, from Jan. 1. 

Canada Starch, new series, ‘Secret 
Service Scouts,’ 39 programs, three 
a week, from Jan. 2. 

United Drug of Canada, 155 spot 
announcements three times weekly 
from Jan. 2. 

N. G. Valiquette, Ltd. British 
United Press’ ‘In Movie Land,’ re- 
placing Stella Unger spot, 10:25-10:30 
p.m. (EDT), 39 programs, Monday 
through Thursday, from Jan. 7. 

Quaker Oats, 58, five-minute pro- 
grams, Monday tkrough Friday, 
titled ‘Aunt Jemima,’ from Feb. 16. 


LEVERS REVISE 
CANADA SHOWS 


Montreal, Jan. 13, 
Lever Bros. has started the new 
year by changing its program time 
from half hours to quarter hours 
on the French language radio cir- 
cuit and adding time from Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., CBF station and 


network, and from the independent 
French-language station CKAC and 
its French chain. Levers will have 
four separate shows, each running 
Monday through Friday. They are: 
‘Cest la Vie’ (‘Such is Life’) plugging 








Lux soap; ‘Grande Soeur’ (‘Big 
Sister’) for Rinso; Lionel Parent, 
singer, also for Rinso; and ‘Tante 


Lucie’ (‘Aunt Lucy’), new transcribed 
program for Lux soap. These pro- 


| grams are in each case repeated the 
| day following over the CKAC chain, 
| except the Friday show, which comes 


up again the following Monday. 

Similarly handled is ‘La Pension 
Velder’ (‘The Velder Boarding 
House’) through Procter & Gamble, 
Monday through Friday every week 
CBC and CKAC and their 
French networks, 


Martin Agronsky, NBC war com-| 


mentator, who has been broadcast- 
ing from Ankara, Turkey, has been 
shifted to Britain’s Naval Base at 
Singapore. 


i 








Buenos Aires, Jan. 5. 

Charges that the Aecounts Come 
mittee of SADIAC (Society of Ar- 
gentine Actors and Composers) 
found falsified entries in the radio 
receipts of the organization despite 
refusal of President Francisco 
Canaro to permit examination of 
books, caused a sensation when made 
in the court of Judge Ramon S, 
Vasquez here recently. Charges 
against Canaro (who also is leader 
of one of Argentine’s top tango out- 
fits), Jaime Yankelevich, president 
of Radio Belgrano, one of the two 
leading transmitters here, are cur- 
rently being tried. 

Pedro Diorio, composer and orches- 
tra leader, who was named accounts 
inspector at a special SADIAC meet- 
ing, declared that when he asked 
permission to examine the books 
Canaro told him ‘I’m the boss in my 
own house’ and refused. Dorio ale 
leged Canaro was ‘careless’ because 
of his personal friendship with 
Yankelevich. 

It’s charged that Belgrano (like 
Radio Splendid and Mondo in the 
‘A’ category), agreed to pay SADIAC 
5% of its gross revenue. But de- 
Brite the fact that it had the great- 
est amount of advertising and in- 
come, Belgrano paid less than the 
other stations. 

‘Canaro would argue that his 
friend Yankelevich has paid his per- 
centage in accordance with his de- 
clared receipts,’ Diorio told the court, 
‘but Canaro has not respected the 
decisions of the members and has 
violated the confidence placed in 
him.’* Diorio charged erasures were 
made in the official account books 
and said annual report of the post- 
Office, which has charge of radio 
broadcasting and the income tax de- 
partment, showed that receipts of 
Belgrano were 3,500,000 and 3,600,- 
000 pesos, respectively, in ’39 
and ’40. 

On this basis an average of 295,833 
pesos per month, station should have 
paid 14,791 pesos. Actually it paid 
6,892 pesos, it was alleged. Case 
is still under consideration. 





Ponds, Pepsodent, Quaker 
Among Renewals at CKAC 
In French Language 


Montreal, Jan. 13. 

CKAC, independent French lan- 
guage station with chain blanketing 
Quebec province, has following re- 
newals for the year: 

‘Quitte ou Double’ (‘Double .or 
Quits’) Delaware & Hudson Coal, 13 
| weeks from Jan. 6. 

} Ceux qu’on Aime’ (‘Those We 
| Love’) Pond’s Cold Cream, 13 weeks 
|from Jan. 1. 

‘Les Aventures de Rouletabille’ 
| Quaker Oats, 13 weeks from Jdn. 1. 
‘Theatre de Chez Nous’ (Home 
| Theatre) which was held over for 
six weeks started new series every 
| Friday from Jan. 2 indefinitely for 
Pepsodent. 








Two Advertisements (Ex-Lax, Jests). 
In One-Minute Spots From Joe Katz 





San Antonio, Jan. 13. 

A new trend in one minute e.t’s 
may be making its appearance. New 
idea is to have the one minute an- 
nouncement contain a 45 second an- 
nouncement and a i5 second echo 
announcement for another product. 

Case here is that of a series of an- 
nouncements placed by the Joseph 
Katz Agency for ExLax. First part 


continued to release the transcrip-;on WLWO, Crosley’s international | of the announcement is a dramatized 


tions over its own managed and | 
operated outlets. | 


station, has been appointed ‘honor- 
ary consul’ of Mexico for Cincy. | 


| blurb about the laxative followed by 
a chime and a short blurb about! 


‘Jésts’ the handy roll for heart burn, 
etc. 

It is, of course, unusual to hear a 
second announcement inserted on a 
quarter hour commercial program 
where the time is sold to one sponsor 
with various brands, but to sell time 
for a one minute e.t. and have it ade 
vertise two products is something 
new in radio for 1942, 





Al Pearce is newest network show 
to be added to WSPD, Toledo. 
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NBC-CBS Challenge of FCC Heard: 
Caldwell Cites Ballantine Case In 
Mutual Rebuttal; Judges Ponder 


Declaring that they were battling 
for their very ‘existence,, NBC and | 
CBS on Monday 
statutory court of three judges in 
the New York City federal court to 
grant them a temporary injunction 
against the Federal Communications 
Commission to prevent the ‘orders’ 
of the Government 
originally dated May 2, 
being put into effect. 

Injunction is sought, pending trial 
of the issues. (The U. S. is mean- 


organization 
1941, from 


time seeking a summary judgment | 


against NBC and CBS in a counter 
move filed in Chicago.) 

John T. Cahill, former U. S. At- 
torney for the Southern District of 
N. Y., represented NBC in its battle. 
He opened by telling the court, which 
consisted 


John Bright and Henry W. Goddard, | 


that the ‘Time option clause is the 
heart of the network affiliated chains 
in that it enables a network to op- 
erate as a comprehensive unit bal- 
ancing local and national service. 
It is the belief and firm business 
judgment of NBC executives that 
they cannot operate nationally with- 
out the option clause and without 
which irreparable damage will be 
caused.’ 

Cahill declared the FCC had no 
power to make the ruling it did, and 
that Congress had appointed it just 
as a policeman not as a writer of 
laws. He declared the FCC was 
trying to cifcumvent the power of 
the court in its ruling, 
NBC had already 
cancellations from affiliates with 
more expected. He asked that the 
decision of the court be reserved and 
that it consider the factual relation- 


suffered 50 odd 


ship between the powers of the | 
Commission and the laws of the 
statute. He said the FCC was not 


entitled to a summary judgment, and 
that issues of fact existed which 
could not be waived. He insisted 
the court consider the public wel- 
fare and declared that the American 
people today possess the finest net- 
work system in the world, and that 
a status quo until a decision is made 
after trial was all that 
asked. If the injunction was not 
granted, he warned, the public would 
be faced with an impairment of serv- 
ice when they needed it most, in war 


| 
(12) appealed to ' 


of Judges Learned Hand, | 


and said that | 


was being | 





works are broken down 
not be put together again. 

Cahill pointed out that NBC had 
segregated the assets of the Blue net- 
| work and now only operated the 
Red. He described the difference in 
sponsored and sustaining shows, and 


they can- 


said that NBC spends $4,000,000 
yearly on its telephone and tele- 
graph lines to its affiliates. He said 





| 


ijable to 


that as of June 1, 1941 NBC owned | 
six out of 70 stations on the Red, and 
the FCC, then took up the Govern- 


four of 99 on the Blue. CBS has 123 
affiliated stations and Mutual 176 at 
| the same time. 
| Charlies E. Hughes, Jr., took up the 
cudgels for Columbia, and pointed 
out that the symphonic programs 
| which are character builders, and 
, those of a like nature are possible 
only because of sponsorship and 
affiliation. No small Station is suf- 
| ficiently powerful or has enough 
money to hire the talent that a net- 
work can. He cited as an example 
an advertiser torn between radio ad- 
| vertising, and advertising in a na- 
| tionally known publication such as 
| Life or the Saturday Evening Post. 
| The latter two can show circulation 
| that is guaranteed, and radio must 
| be able to compete by showing 
| affiliates that are guaranteed. 
A sponsor who is told 50 stations 
are available, and after three weeks 
| of deciding takes a program, sets up 
| ° ° 
| his talent, and then discovers 10 of 
ithe stations because of no time 
| option clause have taken other pro- 
|grams in his spot, will go to the 
{newspaper to advertise. Radio must 
| be able to guarantee its outlet, other- 
wise it is licked. 
Hughes’ Plea 
Hughes pointed out CBS spends 


NBC Gets Lee Overflow! 





Hollywood, Jan. 13. 

Don Lee lost a nice piece of 
business last week due to in- 
ability to juggle time schedules 
so as to accommodate United 
Bakeries, ‘Red Ryder’ serial. 
The bakers wanted identical half 
hours three days a week and 
when the Lee crowd couldn't 
block it off they took the biz to 
NEC for a coast ride on the blue. 


Trammell Taunts Mutual With 
Lack of Development of Radio Art’; 
Says MBS’ Assets ‘Exceed RCA’s 


4 








Fulton Lewis continues his 
commentary on the Lee net five 
days a week under United bank- 
rolling. 








survive. He said that in 
1940, 495 of 850 stations were affili- 
ated, and that of CBS's $22,000,000 in 
assets, $18,090,000 were on network 
broadcasting. 
Talford Taylor, 


ment case. He said that he felt the 
FCC formation and expansion 
needed explanation, and proceeded 
to describe the manner in which it 
was created and its purposes, Taylor 


declared it was his belief the court 
was without jurisdiction over the 
case because he felt the loca] sta- 


tions were the only ones who could 
question the FCC ruling and not the 
national, unlicensed networks. 
continued yesterday (Tuesday). 
Present in court Monday (12) were 


and the oral pleadings along with | 
the briefs went to the jurists. They 
will determine three questions when 


i they hand down a decision, which is 


not expected for at least three 
weeks: 
(1) ,The jurisdictional question. 


The FCC alleges the court has no 
power to rule. 

(2) Secondary jurisdictional ques- 
tion, that the court is without power 
to pass on the FCC regulations 
themselves if it finds it does have 
the power. 





(3) The reasonableness of the 


$75,000 yearly carrying the N. Y.| regulations themselves. 


Philharmonic Orchestra, 


spends| 


Telford Taylor, chief counsel for 


$800,000 yearly on television, $500,-|the FCC, in summation estimated 


000 on sustaining good will programs | that 


the national 


to Latin America, an enormous sum | throughout the entire country to be 
on news broadcasts, refuses to sell | less than 300 in number and then 


| time to both sides of a controversy 
| free of charge, permits no religious 
sponsorship, eliminates objectional 
advertising such as is provided by 
laxative programs, etc. If the affili- 
ates are taken away this will not be 
| possible, and all the evils of these 
| programs as sponsored will 
| forth, he warned. The networks will 
| be forced into economie opportunism 


| because they will not otherwise be | was brought up for explanation by/| vented these affiliates from making | 


come | by its new rulings. 


time on public questions, but gives | answered questions directed at him 


| by Judge Hand. Referring to an ar- 
| gument previously.gone into on the 
indecision of an advertiser to want 
to advertise unless he had a secured 
market of a certain number of guar- 


| FCC would circumvent this situation 
Taylor admitted 


general counsel of | 


He | 


advertisers | 


anteed stations, Hand asked how the | 


Judge Bright, but declared the good 
| to be done far outweighed the bad. 
| Tom Harris, assistant to Taylor, 
| declared the suit was started prema- 
| turely and that NBC and CBS 
| should have waited for a further or- 
ee of the FCC. 

| Louis G. Caldwell then spoke for 
| Mutual. He went into a history of 
the networks and said that the seri- 
| ous situation did not arise until 1936 
when Mutual became a_ national 
chain. Then NBC demanded exclu- 
sive five-year contracts with its af- 
filiates, whereas before one or two 
years had been sufficient, he de- 
clared. 

| Caldwell referred to the case of 
| Ballantine Beer, a Mutual account, 
which had 14 Blue affiliates, but 
switched to the Blue altogether, 
dropping Mutual. The Coca-Cola 
| Hour, which with its $2,250,000 spend- 
ing represents one-third of Mutual's 
| business, is also in danger, he stated. 
The court reserved decision after 
| remarking it was impressed by argu- 





David Sarnoff, William Paley and - 
Niles Trammell. | ments on both sides. 
In Three Weeks? 





| 
The lawyers finished up Tuesday | 


LONG-EXPECTED 
MUTUAL SUIT 
FILED 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 


Mutual web last week filed the 





Mutual is asking $10,275,000 ‘dam- 
| ages’ from RCA and NBC on charges 
of conspiracy to violate the anti- 
trust laws. 

Suit charges that the defendant 
| companies and their officers engaged 
in unlawful combination and con- 
| spiracy to hobble the Mutual system 
and prevent it from competing freely 
and equitably in interstate com- 
'merce of network radio programs. 








long-expected suit against the Radio | 
| Corporation of America and NBC. | 


v— 


| A strongly-worded reply was made 
| by NBC, under the signature of 
Niles Trammell, to the Mutual ac. 
tion in Chicago. This statement ap. 
peared Monday and read, in part: 
‘This suit is the culmination of a 
series of attacks that have been in- 
stigated against NBC and the Blue 
Network by Mutual since NBC re. 
fused to sell to it important parts 
of the Blue Network. It should now 
be revealed that about two years 
ago the dominant interests in Mu- 
tual, R. H. Macy & Company and 
| the Chicago Tribune, sought to pur- 
| chase the Blue as a Coast to Coast 





network. By such elimination of 
the Blue these interests sought to 
| diminish rather than to increase 
network competition. There would 


| have been three nation-wide net- 
| works instead of four as at present. 

‘We refused to dismember the 
Blue Network. Mutual began cam- 
paigns in Washington and elsewhere, 
urging the adoption by the FCC of 
new. network regulations which 
would enable Mutual to achieve the 
end it sought. Meanwhile, Mutual 
also induced breaches of contract 
between our Blue Network and af- 
filiated stations, a fact which we will 
prove in these court proceedings. 

‘While Mutual claims to be the 
‘little fellow’ of the network family, 
and shouts ‘bigness’ at others, it does 
not call attention to the real con- 
trol and the vast accumulation of 
wealth and power represented by 
the small clique of seven Mutual 
stockholders headed by Chicago 
Tribune and R. H. Macy & Com- 
pany, whose influence and domina- 
tion extend beyond broadcasting to 
the department store and publishing 
businesses, 

‘These powerful and wealthy 
stockholders of Mutual represent an 
aggregation of assets, business and 
profits greatly exceeding those of 


‘....'Mutual has admitted that it 
carries on no research or develop- 
ment in the radio art. It has under- 

taken no substantial financial risks 
in pioneering the development of 
nation-wide broadcasting. It entered 
the field. only after others risked 
their capital and demonstrated that 
broadcasting could be conducted as 





' ° ° ° ‘ » =+ " . e+ 
a hardship might be in effect both| Mutual asserts that the NBC exclu-| a sound business enterprise. 


| here and on the time element which 




















times, and said that once the net- 

— 
WKY will dominate 
Oklahoma in 1942! 








| sive contracts with its affiliates pre- 


any free choice as to what programs 
they would carry and that therefore 
these stations could not take Mutual 
programs, even if they so desired. 
In this way, Mutual programs were 
prevented from being heard on these 
stations and the sponsors of these 
programs were thus kept off of these 
stations and so lost many additional 
listeners, 

Mutual is asking triple damages 
under the provisions of the Sherman | 


act, Actual extent of damages 
claimed is $3,425,000. 
Mutual’s suit takes on particular 


importance due to the previous filing 
of a conspiracy suit against NBC and 
Columbia by the Department of Jus- 
tice. Should the Government win its | 
suit against NBC and Columbia, then 
Mutual might be assured of practical | 
victory as to its charges, but the 
question of damages would still be | 
open to dispute. There is also, of | 
course, the possibiliity of a consent | 
decree, which figures to have consid- | 
erable bearing on any anti-trust suit. | 





CBS is using .. . — as paragraph 
mark in its mimeograph. 


Come Visit Us 





Mutual Network has circularized 
the affiliates of the Blue Network 
with a letter asking them to attend 
a meeting with Mutual executives 
following the close of their mecting 
with the Blue’s officials at the Drake 
hotel, Chicago, tomorrow (Taurs- 
day). The program for the Blue af- 
filiates calls for a morning talk ses- 
sions at which the Blue will present 
its new plans of operation, a lunch- 








; eon, another talk session in the after- | 


noon and a dinner. 
Among the Blue executive roster | 


‘The facts are that despite all the 
| so-called restrictions in the com- 
petitive network field from which 
the Mutual claims to suffer, it has 
increased its revenue in 1941 over 
1940 by 53%.’ 


VANDA STAYS 
EAST FOR CBS 








Charles Vanda, western program 
director for Columbia Broadcasting 
System on the Pacific coast, now in 
New York, will remain the east in- 
definitely to take over programs re- 
lating to the national emergency. 

He will produce and Earl McGill 
will direct a series being patterned 
for the 10:30 spot Sunday night: 





re- 


| placing ‘Columbia Workshop,’ which 


will move to the 2:30 niche Sunday 
afternoons. Also, effective Feb. 8 
with the end of the Helen Hayes 
show, the network will shift its 
Sunday afternoon news 
into the vacated 8 p.m. slot Sundays. 


roundup 


‘After You Finish at Blue Meeting 


—Weber Invitation 


that will be on hand for the Chi- 
cago gathering are Niles Trammel, 
Mark Woods, Edgar Kobak, Luns- 
ford B. Yandeli, Fred M. Thrower, 
Jr., Keith Kiggins, James Stirton, 
Charles E. Rynd, John H. Norton, 
Jr., Earl Mullin, Tracy Moore, E. P. 
H. James, Don E. Gilman, Phillips 
Carlin and £. R. Borroff. 

The Blue will have its own news 
editor and special events director, 
but it will buy its new service fo! 
the time being from NBC’s news ¢1- 
vision, which Abe Schechter head 


| 
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Federal Trade Commission In 
Annual Report on Abuses of Air; 


Commends Webs as Helpful 





Washington, Jan. 13. 
Producers of drug preparations en- 
re- 


works contributed 519,640 pages; in- 
dividual stations 1,219,950 pages and 
the remaining 9,967 pages of script 
described as ‘representing the 
built-in commercial portions of 
transcription recording productions 


compassing ‘possibly injurious’ 


suits te the public, were condemned 
Friday (9) by the Federal Trade 
Commission as the biggest sinners in 
list of firms and_ individuals | potets 


attempted to mislead radio | ¢jigns’ 
| 


was 


| distribution of multiple pressings of | 


the recordings to individual 


which 


destined for radio broadcast, through | 


sta- | 


listeners and readers of ‘publica- | Out of this morass of radio conti- | 
tions’ by false advertising in fiscal | Muities, 24,535 commercial broad- | 
1941 , casts were marked for further study 


; as containing representations 
In its annual report—covering the might be false or misleading. 


ended last June 30, the FTC 


year Webs Helpful 

cited cases applying to 2,839 com- Radio received a pat on the back 
modities given review during the ¢rom the Commish in a statement 
year, with ‘drugs’ accounting for | that ‘helpful cooperation of the three 


33°) of advertising derelictions. | nation-wide 
including apparel, | gional networks, 


house furnishings, 


chains, 13 active re- 
‘MiscelHaneous, 


coal and oil fuels, 


that | 
PM. Es 


and transcription | 
producers engaged in preparing com- | 


CBS COUNTS ITS 


kitchen supplies, specialty building | mercial radio recordings’ had been | 
materials. ete.,’ ran second, with! noted and appreciated. In addition, 
15.7%: cosmetics third, with 13.5% |‘some 781 active commercial radio 
and food (human) was next, with | stations. 491 newspaper publishers, 
12.7% of all advertising stumbles | and 533 publishers of magazines, 


checked on by the Commish. farm journals and trade publications’ 


Questionnaires were sent to adver- /exoressed an ‘interested desire. ..to 
tisers in 374 cases, Commish re- | aid in the elimination of false and 
vealed, and in 19 cases were for- mincoens advertising.’ 
warded to advertising agencies. Dur- | Explaining the source of its radio 


ing the year, 234 stipulations per- | 4d periodical cases, the FTC re- 
taining to radio and periodical ad- | ve2led that examination of the ad- 
vertising were accepted, with 19 of | vertising provided the basis for 
these (eight relating to drugs: and | 75.4% of the cases which came be- 
11 to hair dyes) containing agree- | fore the Radio and Periodical Di- 

vision during the fiscal year. Rest 


ments to publish appropriate warn- 
ings in advertisements as to the po- 


tential harm which might result | ‘Other sources homey corey) “ra 
from the use of the products in ques- | formation from other divisions of the 
tion FTC and from other Government 
wh ] breakdown wa —— 
ile nO Separate DreakKaown Was ‘ . ve 
: 4 a: Ginttens id . di Pec In directing its attention to the 
ite *( ( istinguls ra ) re 
. s* "4 ; i ceeiineiaees- deel the | Principal sources and areas of ques- 
) OaICé aavertising >ases, Un . . . : 
wre: a + t] ¥ i he ‘anal acai tionable advertising campaigns, the 
stated tha s ‘systematic | , : 
7 r “ : iy tisins’ call Commission has been guided by spe- 
‘view of radio advertising’ calls 
hatha , hy > ‘dt ye ees cial analyses made from time to 
were issue individual radio sta- 7 
pi tn a : fo io tiene vearly | time. which disclose the origin of 
! al rie ate O ur oe arly a: 
, oe oe Wwe 7 Guestioned newspaper and radio ad- | 
for each station. Frequency of such ; 
call to individual broadcasters | *~" tising proportionately as to popu- 
it t C iadual art as : ; 
: lation centers,’ repo -clared. 
varies from time to time, dependent = as report declare 
principally upon transmittal power, aeey Ching 


the service radius or area or specific | 
stations and the advertising record 
of certain types of stations, the Com- 
mish explained. 


WEBC, DULUTH. 
‘BREAKS IN’ GAL 
SPIELERS 


Continuous weekly reports were 
received from national and regional 
networks, the report stated, with 
copies of commercial continuities for 
ll programs involving linked hook- 
} for two or stations 

tted. Platter producers submitted 
»s of the commercial por- 


a 
u more sub- 
m 


typed copi 


t s of all recordings, with this ma- | Be ceo 

terial supplemented by periodic re- 

ports from individual stations. Duluth, Jan. 
Some idea of the huge task of WEBC this week began. using 

cl ng radio advertising was given | femme announcers for all afternoon 





of the information was derived from | 


UNA MERKEL OFF RADIO 


May Return to Hollywood If Nothing 
Evenuates in East 


Una Merkel drove off the ‘Johnny 








| Presents’ program for Philip Morris 
with the Jan. 27 broadcast, winding 
up a 13-week run. She'll probably 


remain east for a time for a possible 
Broadway play, returning to the 
Coast if nothing suitable is forth- 
coming. Comedienne was added to 
the radio series by Lawrence Schwab, 
during his tenure as production ad- 
visor with the Biow agency. 

Charles Martin, who has_ since 
taken over production of the ‘Johnny 
Presents’ series for the agency, is 
still dickering for a replacement for 
Miss Merkel. Eve Arden and Benny 
Baker. currently in ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
at the Imperial, N. Y., were audi- 
tioned as a comedy team for the 
spot. Also a possibility that Patricia 
Peardon and Lenore Lonergan, juve 
leads in ‘Junior Miss,’ at the Lyceum, 
may get the assignment, 
Mischa Auer, previously considered, 
is apparently no longer in the run- 
ning. 

‘Johnny Presents’ airs at 8 p.m. 
(repeat at 11:30 p.m.) Tuesday nights 
on NBC-Red (WEAF). 


BLESSINGS ON 
COAST 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
CBS walloped NBC on Coast sales 
during 1941, according to CBS an- 
alysis of the records here. Regional 
network sales, exclusive of renewals, 
totaled 25 on CBS, against five for 
the NBC Red. Of CBS’ 25, five were 
sold out of Frisco, 11 out of L.A.. 
one out of Chicago and eight out of 
N. Y. NBC sold one here, one in | 

Chicago and three in New York. 
Adding up to 5214 
periods per week, CBS gravy train | 
comprised Richard Hudnut, Knox 
Gelatine, American Chicle, Soil-Off, 


| Breakfast Club Coffee, General 
Petroleum, Bekins, Seaside Petro- 
| leu, P. Lorillard, Gallenkamp, 
Ludens, National Lead, Wilminzton 
Transportation, Union Oil, Tayton, 
Smith Bros., Shell Oil, General 


| lications, 


products. 
ted sales were Bristol Myers, P. 
Lorillard (Old Gold), Cas swell Coffee, 
| Alka Seltzer and P. Lorillard (Sen- | 
sation), totally 12 quarters weekly. | 


| shuffle which Dog Shaw, 


tement that the Commish | programs and eventually plans to use 

re d ee iring fiscal 1941, 857,890 | them on morning and evening shows, 
co} of commercial radio broad- | if station keeps losing its men to peg 
cast continuities, amounting to 1,-| tional defense at rate of last two 
737,181 pages of typed script. These! months. 
comprised 1,197,199 pages of in- Gals will take standbys, make spot 
dividual station script, 529,820 pages | announcements and do sorne of the 
of network script, and 10,162 pages | local commercial shows. Katherine 
of commercial recorded script. Cook and Innis Dunning of con- 
Commercial radio broadcast con-| tinuity department are first to be 
tinuities examined by the staff num-| assigned to announcing. Ronnie) 
bered 871,909 continuities, or 1,749,-| Spencer already has commercial 


557 pages of typewritten script. Net- 


morning program. 














FREQUENCY! 


ETTE LOCATION! 


5000 WATTS DAY 
CP 5000 WATTS NIGHT 


we COLUMBIA. 3.C,° 


FREE & PETERS 


S Ine ational. Representatives 


| last weekend 
was 
ao ono re-read 


| 
| 


| night program manager; 


j 


| director of 


Petroleum (football), McFadden pub- 
Nestle’s Alpine Coffee, Al- 
bers Milling, Sperry Milling, Ameri- 
can Chicle, Eagle Gas, Nesbitt Fruit 


“= BOB GOLDSTEIN 


QUT OF WMCA 


Bob Goldstein is out of WMCA, 
N.Y., as part of a general executive 
the sta- 
tion’s general manager, put through 
Goldstein’s last title 
that of director of the artists’ 
bureau. 

Other changes included: Alun Wil- 
liams, staff announcer, promoted to 
Bob Bach, 
the station’s ‘Platter- 
brains’ program, 
recorded broadcasts, replacing Paul 
Scheiner, who has been inducted 
into the Army Air Corp., and Leon 
Goldstein takes over the news de- 
partment from Hal Janis in addition 
to handling the publicity and special 
features department. Fayvelle Schul- 


| man is Goldstein’s new assistant in 


| the latter 





i fense beat. 


departments, 





Purcell Covers Sevareid, 
Latter to Rio for CBS 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Jack Purcell, for the past three 
years member of the New York 
Daily News’ local bureau, debuted 
as newest addition to the CBS news 
commentator staff last week. First 
assignment was as substitute for Eric 
Sevareid on. the am. edition of 
‘World Today’ while Sevareid covers 

the Pan American parleys in Rio, 
Hugh Conover takes the evening 
spot formerly filled by Sevareid. 
When things shake down, Purcell 
probably will be on the national de- 


quarter-hour | 


becomes director of | 


Biow Wants Plenty of Info 


Station reps credit the Biow agency with issuing the biggest orde: 
so far this year, but in this case it’s not for business but for informa- 
tion. The statistical request involved would tax the average rep’s 
clerical force. 

The letter asking for the info was sent out last week by Bernard 
Prockter, Biow time buyer. After remarking that the agency has 
been doing some buying of spot for Lava Soap announeements the 
letter requested that the reps furnish the following data: 

1. A list of all the one-minute spots that their stations have sold 
between 5 and 10 p.m., Monday through Saturday. 

2. Time of each spot, showing the preceding and 
programs. 

3. Name of advertisers using the spot and date of expiration of 
their contracts 

4. List of spots now available between 5 and 10 p.m., 
Saturday. 


Dorothy Gordon Defends N.A.B. Code 


Likens J. M. Barrie’s Ideals on Child Writings to 
Those of the Code 





succeeding 


Monday through 








New York. ;’Pan’ is absurd. Why, Sir James 
Editor, ‘Variety’: Barrie himself might have written 
In the 36th anniversary issue of| the N.A.B. Children’s Code. The 


‘Variety,’ you published an article on 
Children’s Radio Programs, entitled 
‘Throwing Out the Baby Along With 
the Bath,’ written by Josette Frank. 
Now I have a great deal of respect 
for Mrs. Frank and much of her arti- 
cle was excellent. But those of us 
who are familiar with the children’s 
section of the N.A.B. code must 
challenge the following paragraph: 
‘Suppose J. M. Barrie had set 
out to write ‘Peter Pan’ to the 
tune of the present N.A.B. code 
for Children’s Programs. He 
would have had to leave out 
everything that makes his play a 
masterpiece for children. In fact 


code is a direct expression of Sir 
James’ ideals in regard to children. 
These he expressed to me over and 
Over again. 

This might be a good time to ex- 
amine that code. It says: ‘Programs 
designed specifically for children 
reach impressionable minds and in- 
fluence social attitudes, aptitudes and 
approaches, therefore they require 
the closest supervision of broadcasters 
in the selection and control of mate- 
rial, characterization and plot.’ When 
searching for material for the plot of 
‘Peter Pan,’ Sir James went into the 
land of imagination and fancy and 
—quoting from the code—'This does 
he never wouid have written it! | not mean that vigor and vitality 
First of all, I happen to be one of | common to the child’s imagination 
the fortunate beings who knew Sir | | and love of adventure should be re- 








| James Barrie personally, and to have | moved.’ Therefore, Sir James jn- 
| talked much about children with/yented the Never Never Land 
him, .To say that if Sir James were | (imagination), took the children on 


| compelled to follow the N.A.B. code | 


a pirate ship (love of adventure), in- 


|} he would never have written ‘Peter | troduced Captain Hook (vigor and 
Se eee ania | vitality). 

‘Must not contain sequences in- 

volving horror or torture.’ Jhen- 

a Captain Hook became most 

| ferocious, Sir James brought in the 

| Gronsatie who had swallowed the 

clock. Tick-tock, tick-tock, the 


This 


degree ol 


| children squealed with delight, 
| was done with ‘a superior 
craftsmanship.’ 


I would suggest that Miss Frank 
| Te-read ‘Peter Pan’ and she will re- 


jalize that Sir James certainly ad- 





hered to the code in reflecting ‘re- 

|} spect for parents, adult authority, 

Office of Coordinator of Inter-|law and order, clean living, high 

| American Affairs is currently pre- | morals, fair play and _ honorable 
| paring 52 transcriptions in Spanish behavior.’ The bad Captain Hook 
| and 52 in Portuguese to be offered | met his doom, remember? No, 
| Latin American long wave outlets. | creative writing for Radio has 
Similar dises have obtained wide ac- ; not been stifled It has not yet 
| ceptance in the past been started Codes and censors are 
New serie includes everything | not responsible for the dearth of cre 
from American folk songs to Ripley’s | ative writing for children’s pro- 
‘Believe-It-Or-Not.’ Latter is con-/grams. It’s the old law of supply and 


demand. If day-time serials were 


taken off the air, writers of day-time 


sidered a particularly palatable way 
in which to present info about U. S. 


| to the Latins serials would be stifled 

= sinenenetaiaias A great deal of thought and sin 
cerity went into the writing of the 
| N.A.B. code for children. It can- 


In the Baptist Corner 


Dallas, Jan. 13. 
Independent network of stations 
comprising more than 30 in 16 south- 
ern states is carrying ‘The Baptist 
| Hour. Dr. George W. Truett, of 
| Dallas, opened the series, speaking 
| on the general theme of the broad- 


not be dismissed with a wave of the 

hand. Dorothy Gordon 
(Mrs. Gordon is herself a writer on 

| children’s subjects and has conducted 


radio programs.—Ed.) 





‘LUX IN AUSTRALIA 
CHANGES NETWORKS 





| casts, ‘Faith of Our Fathers—Living 
| Still.’ 

| Set to appear on subsequent broad- 
casts are Pat M. Negg, former gov- 


aia q Sydney, Dec. 16 
ernor of Texas and now president of J. Walter Thompson. agency has 
Brown, of Kanaity: Dr. Fred F.| switched {ts Lux Theatre and ama 

’ XV ; Uni ates | teur é' ever 
Senator Josh Lee, Oklahoma; Dr. aor Reus, Note spemeeres ty Level 


Bros,, to the Albert-Doyle commer- 
cial link which originated from 2UW, 
Sydney. The programs formerly 
cleared out of 2GB, operated by the 
Macquarie interests. 

Albert-Doyle built a special thea- 
tre, seating 300, to handle the Lever 
shows. 


Thomas F, Adams, Richmond, 
Dr. C, Osear Johnson, St. Louis. 


and 





Frank B. Ridgeway on leave of ab- 
sence from WTOL, Toledo, to con- 
struct a new 5,000 Watt station, 
WINK, at Louisville, Ky. 


IN PHILADELPHIA | 
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~ WCAR, Pontiac, Bans Socialists 





Leftists Reply Ban on Eve of Bill of Rights 
Celebration Is a Mockery 








Detroit, Jan. 13. 


Socialist Labor Party broadcasts 

have been banned on Station WCAR, 
Pontiac, Mich. Party now charges 
that it broadcast over the station for 
two years on Sunday afternoons, but 
‘on the eve of the 150th anniversary 
of the Bill of Rights’ the station 
banned the program ‘due to war- 
time conditions’. 
_Party is contending that all the 
Bill of Rights radio celebration of 
rights, including free speech, ‘was 
just so much sound and fury, signify- 
ing nothing’, The Socialists are 
charging that even in wartime, when 
we are fighting for democracy, such 
blitzing of free speech from the air 
is a poor sample of the things ‘we 
are fighting for in the world’, 





‘Christie’ Front 
Boston, Jan. 13. 

Following Walter Winchell’s radio 
blast at Francis P. Moran, alleged 
head of local Christian Front, Police 
Commissioner Joseph F. Timilty had 
the organization’s headquarters 
raided and a large quantity of Nazi 
propaganda seized. The literature 
was published by ‘Flanders Hall,’ a 
New Jersey house, and was on open 
sale here. 

After much police activity, Moran 
is said to have agreed to disband the 
Christian Front here. 


The 





‘The Right to Criticize’ 
Toronto, Jan. 13. 


New ‘Birth of Freedom’ series de- 
voted to the story of democracy’s 
growth in Canada tees off tomorrow 
(14) with the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. carrying the series of six plays 
on the national network. All will 
emanate from CBL, Toronto, with 
James Finlay producing. 


First historical drama will have as 
its leading figure William Lyon 
Mackenzie, grandfather of Canada’s 
Prime Minister, and is titled ‘Wil- 
liam Lyon Mackenzie—The Right to 
Criticize the Government.’ Other 
presentations of colorful patriots’ 
stories are: Jan. 21, ‘Louis Paineau: 
The Defense of Minority Rights’; Jan. 
28, ‘Robert Baldwin: The Idea of Re- 
sponsible Government’; Feb. 4, ‘Jo- 
seph Howe: The Freedom of the 

ress’; Feb. 11, ‘Lord Durham: The 
Recommendation for a New Empire’; 
Feb, 18, ‘Lord Elgin: The First Years 
of Self-Government in Canada.’ 

Dramatization of six men who con- 
spicuously brought about the rights 
which are taken for granted in Can- 
aday today have been written by 
John Coulter, Elsie Park Gowan and 
Allister Grosart. They go on at 10:15- 
10:30 a. m. on the CBC national net- 
work, with a rebroadcast at 5:30 p.m. 
EDST. 





Pepper Beverage Asks 
Dixie Stations What’s 
Available in Quarters 





Dr. Pepper beverage is inquiring 
among southern stations through 
the Benton & Bowles agency for 
availabilities on three 15-minute 
periods a week. 

Account will pay the national 
rate to those stations that have no 
local rate but in cases where there is 
&@ local rate the business will be 
placed directly through local bottlers. 


INTRODUCE ZYRONE 
VIA WSM, NASHVILLE 


Nashville, Jan. 13. 

Chattanooga Medicine Co. is con- 
ducting an active spot campaign 
over WSM in effort to acquaint pub- 
lic with new product, ‘Zyrone.’ Ac- 
count was placed through the Nel- 
S0n, Chessman agency, Chattanooga. 

Poultry Tribune has bought 15 
minutes of ‘Grand Ole Opry.’ Shafer, 
Brennan & Margilus, St. Louis, 
agency placed the account. 2 

WSM has sold two early morning 
Periods to Dr. Pepper and Benton 
County Nursery. The three per 
week Dr. Pepper program begins 
Monday (19) and will be an et. pro- 








— Benton Nursery sponsors 
aniel Quartette,’ sacred song 
group, 


vs 





‘Faust’ Popular 





Chicago, Jan. 13. 

Pop tunes are not the only 
songs given repeated perform- 
ance by radio. This week finds 
Gounod getting three solid plugs 
for ‘Faust.’ 

Is on CBS-George Sebastian's 
‘Great Moments of Music,’ 
Mutual’s ‘Radio Theatre of the 
Air’ and WGN’s ‘Operatic Re- 
views.’ 








California Packing Uses 
Commentator on Columbia 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. 

California Packing Co. has bought 
a CBS hookup in 11 western states 
for Del Monte products as of yes- 
terday. Schedule is five quarter 
hours weekly using William Green, 
news commentator. 

It’s the first California Packing 
network show in 10 years, 





Elisa Maxwell is expected to orig- 
inate her Ry-Krisp series via NBC 
from WKAT, Miami, throughout sea- 
son. 








WTAG Upped to 5 Kw. 


Worcester, Jan. 13. 

WT7TAG has kad its nighttime pow- 
er upped to 5,000 watts by FCC. 
Involves erection of two additional 
towers, making it a system with five 
antenna towers. 

Hike in power is effective at night 
only, as station has been broad- 
casting for some time on 5,000 watts. 


Budget Provides 
Further Radio 
For Cabinet Units 


Wasnington, Jan. 1%. 
Two chief government users of 
radio, mostly gratis, expect to con- 
tinue business as usual despite the 
war and talk of government economy, 
according to the 1943 budget. 











Congress has been asked to give | ™@mager at WKRC, Mutual affiliate 
the | in Cincinnati, and handled produc- 


the Agriculture Department 
same amount, $35,125 for program 
preparation (farm and home hour), 
and the Budget Bureau recom- 
mended the Interior Department 
keep its radio director, script writer, 
and radio engineer, whose combined 








salaries amount to $12,200. 


Nail Polish Account Doesn't Want 


Proximity to Radio Newscasts, 
Prefers Name Bands Instead 





+> 


Radio Mural 





Toledo, O., Jan. 13. 

Robert Kumler is painting an 
allegorical mural in WSPD’s 
semi-circular reception lounge in 
the new Broadcast building. 

The mural will depict the so- 
cial significance of radio, rather 
than the business side. 








Lee Bland, From WCKY, 
Joins CBS Exec Staff 


Lee Bland, former announcer at 
WCKY, Columbia outlet in Cincin- 
nati, has joined the network staff in 
New York as production supervisor. 

He was for three years production 


tion and announcing for the Cincin- 
nati Symphony and the Cincinnati 
Conservatory of Music. 


Seattle—John Mallow, formerly 
of Spokane, is now an announcer at 
KIRO. 








Dura Gloss (nail polish) is moving 
into the spot field in February with 
a one-minute transcribed announce- 
ment campaign. It proposes to run 
*ei1 at the rate of four a week under 
13-week commitments. The schedule 
calls for 29 stations. Unlike the gen- 
eral run of new spot accounts this 


one doesn’t want to follow news 
periods. Since the appeal is to work- 
ing girls of 17 years and over, the 
preference is for spots following 
name dance bands. 

Kiesewetter is the agency and the 
general starting date is Feb. 15. 





Pitluk Agency Cops Joske 


San Antonio, Jan. 13. 

Joske Brothers, one of this city’s 
largest department stores and a 
major. advertising account, has 
switched agencies. Account was 
formerly serviced by the McCabe 
Agency. 

Pitluk agency will have full control. 
It was understood that a large pore 
tion of the budget will be for radio. 
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In November, just before war was declared, the circulation of The Evening 
Bulletin had climbed to 500,140.* That’s the largest 3c circulation in the 
history of Philadelphia. And war news makes the demand for The 


Bulletin even greater today! 
That’s the way The Bulletin is starting its 37th consecutive year of 
leadership in Philadelphia. . 


If you have anything to say or sell in the Philadelphia market, say it 
(and sell it) in the Number One Philadelphia medium. 


* This represents a 43% bulge in circulation on the “second” newspaper (in the A.B.C. Phila. 
delphia marketing area). For details write The Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: Mutual’s Chicago suit against NBC 
and, even more, NBC’s strong publicity reply—opening of the New 
York action of NBC-CBS versus FCC—whether America will fight this 
war without hatred?—expected booking office for all Government radio 
programs with Bill Lewis-Doug Merservy in charge—M. H. Ayles- 
worth’s plan to pool all shortwavers. 








CBS planning to enter the daytime serial production field and is looking 
for scripts....It’ll give the shows a sustainer buildup for possible spon- 
sorship....Walter Pidgeon guests Sunday night (18) on ‘Nobody’s 
Children’ from the Coast via Mutual....Henry Backs, WWRL announcer, 
engaged to Dolly Distler....Cities Service program renewed as of Jan. 30 
....Fulton Lewis, Jr., doing ‘President’s Press Conference’ via Mutual 
late Tuesday nights....Lewis Howe has renewed its “Treasure Chest’ show 
with Horace Heidt, effective Jan. 20....Frank J. Cuhel succeeds Elizabeth 
Wayne as Mutual correspondent in Batavia, Netherlands East Indies.... 
Judith Cortada, formerly a member of the staff of Advertising Age, has 
joined the publicity department of NBC-Blue....She’s trade press con- 
tact....Richard Cook, formerly with Casman & Cook, publisher repre- 
sentatives, has joined the sales staff of WHN, New York. 


Lou Ruppel, CBS publicity chief, giving Edward R. Murrow that per- 
sonal supervision touch on latter’s first eastern lecture dates... .Frank 
Stanton, of CBS, called off hoped-for trip to Mexico in favor of ‘nearby’ 
Florida....Merle Pitt, of WNEW, aiding the songwriting ambitions of 
novelist Octavus Roy Cohen’s son and Ruth Hughes Aarons ,the pingpong- 
ist....RCA announced last Friday (9) it has reestablished communication 
by wireless with Cebu, Philippines. Islands were out of touch with main- 
land since Dec. 31, when all radio equipment was destroyed by U. S. 
Army....Dorotky Thompson will speak to ‘her friends in Germany’ via 
WRUL, Boston, 


John J. Karol, CBS market research counsel, takes on a sideline next 
month. He will lecture on the broadcasting business in the Radio Work- 
shop course of New York University for 15 weeks....Ian Wythe Williams, 
son of the news commentator, wi!l specialize in the French language for 
NBC’s International Division....Maxmilian Elser, Jr., head of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency's publicity division, has resigned to take service 
with the Army on Governer’s Island, N. Y.....Lieut. John S. Hayes, 
formerly with WOR, New York, and Mutual, has been named chief of 
the public relations staff of the quartermaster general’s office. 


Eric Barnocuw now has three classes weekly at Columbia University and 
is utilizing new campus wired wireless system....William Shirer speaks 
Jan. 23 at Hotel Astor under auspices of Eddie Cantor, William Morris, 
Jr., Jules C. Stein....Sports editor of Herald Tribune handed Lt. Com- 
mander Walter Winchell (now a familiar sight around town in uniform) 
high praise for his aid to Navy Relief Fund....Walter Anderson is press 
agent for Celanese-sponsored George Sebastian, Hungarian conductor of 
Scranton Symphony. 

Gienda Farrell and Jessie Royce Landis guest Saturday (17) on the 
Armstrong ‘Theatre of Today’....Rosemary Lane gets the call on the same 
series the following week (24) in an original by Ann Barley....Dorothy 
Lamour guests next week (21) on the Fred Allen program, with George 
Jessel tentatively set the following week (28)....Monty Woolley is being 
sought for a subsequent date on the same stanza....Sterling Products re- 
newed ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ (Phillips milk of magnesia) and 
‘Orphans of Divorce’ (Lyon’s toothpaste), both on NBC-Blue (WJZ), as 
of Monday (12)....Pvt. Carl Ruff, formerly’ of the WOR press staff, trans- 
ferring from army public relations, at Governors Island, to the Signal 
Corps officers’ school at Ft. Monmouth, N. J....Fred Gropper, formerly 
of the Compton agency radio department, now stationed at Governors 
Island and doing army public relations work....Robert Monroe authoring 
‘Air Youth for Defense’ on NBC-Red (WEAF )....‘Raising a President’ off 
NBC-Blue and replaced Monday mornings by ‘Children in Wartime,’ with 
the Children’s Bureau of the Department of Labor still cooperating on 
the presentation....Carter’s has renewed ‘Inner Sanctum’ on NBC-Blue, 
effective Jan. 4....Bayer asperin renewed ‘Album of Familiar Music’ on 
NBC-Red as of Feb. 1....Noxzema’s ‘Battle of the Boroughs’ moving from 
WABC to WOR, effective next Sunday (18). 


Albert J. Durante, formerly of the N. Y. Daily News, has joined the 
press department of WOR, New York, succeeding Tom Braden, who joined 
the army. He will handle publicity for sustaining shows....John Gam- 
bling, who does an early morning recorded-chatter series on WOR, started 
a new five-a-week show of a similar type on the same station this week. 
It is participating stanza, with Musterole (Erwin Wasey agency) the first 


|of producing ‘When Presses Roar’ on KFI for Herald-Express. 


symbol—three dots and a dash—on stations breaks. ..-Don Quinn knocked 
out last week's ‘Fibber and Molly’ script standing up. He fractured his 
tailbone in a fall and that means no sitting for a while....William Ramsey, 
radio boss for Procter & Gamble, soaking up some sunshine while ‘Hap 
Hazard’ gets a few Coasters under its belt before spreading nationwide 
....Al Pearce getting acquainted all over again with the NBC crowd.... 
Horace Heidt’s ‘Treasure Chest’ safe for another quarter....Lawton Camp- 
bell due in this week on a celayed visit to check up on talent for the 
new Lifebuoy show....Harry Maizlish back from Washington and setting 
up a Red Cross gigantic for the networks....Charlie McCarthy will be 
court-martialed at Moffet Field, near Frisco, on the Chase & Sanborn 
program from there Jan. 18. James Stewart will defend the blockhead 
against charges that he accepted a honorarium from the Marines after 
he had been commissioned by the Air Corps—NBC press gang cooked up 
the stunt....Rudy Vallee enlisted with the evacuation unit of the state 
guard and drills every Tuesday night....Don Clark back to his _ _— 
e ha 
been named producer of Chase & Sanborn skow by Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
which never got the account....Don Lee closed a deal for interchange 
of television patents with Radio Corporation....Aircraft workers in the 
area now have their own newscast on KNX at 1 a.m., when Bob Garred 
nightly tells them of air activities in the war theatres with particular 
emphasis on the type and make of planes taking part in the day’s activi- 
ties. Program is timed to catch the midnight*break at the plane factories. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: CBS’s .patience in allowing its 
divorced affiliate, KSFO, to stay put till Feb. 15—where KSFO will 
finally go—KFRC’s $10 bonuses—local statements that shortwaver KWID 
will be an Associated Broadcasters operation versus rumors from the 
East that it’ be government subsidized. 


Jack Kirkwood, of Don Lee’s Breakfast Club comedy show, got a CBS 
break when web borrowed him to double for Jimmy Gleason on the ‘Hi 
Neighbor’ show, originated here as a salute to KQW....was held over for 
the local origination of Mobiloil’s ‘I Was There, with Mary Astor per- 
sonally casting him for role of Emperor Norton I of San Francisco....All 
told, CBS shifted four production stows here from Hollywood to salute 
KQW, one of which went on during a blackout which stranded Lud 
Gluskin....local batoner Dick Aurandt waved the stick until Gluskin 
groped his way in....Don Thornburgh of CBS in Hollywood and Art 
Kemp of CBS, Frisco, had to walk nearly a mile in the dark, with only 
moonlight to guide them....Claude L. McCue is new executive secretary 
of the American Federation Radio Artists here....KYA has signed with 
ASCAP, making it 100% again in Frisco.... 

Past week has been one of misery at NBC—in addition to suspense over 
what's going to happen under the new Red-Blue split, Gil Paltridge, sales 
promoter, had to rush his wife to the hospital for an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. Simultaneously Sales Chief Bill Ryan was called to hospital 
where his daughter, Barbara, 10, was under observation for similar ail- 
ment. Ryan, also president of the Ad Club, missed the year’s first meet- 
ing as result; a Chamber of Commerce official, who was to sub for him, 
also failed to show up. Broke an ankle. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency interested in Shirley Dinsdale, 14-year-ol 
ventriloquist, with Hollywood under discussion....despite her click NBC 
failed to take advantage of moppet with result they may now lose her 
altogether....KSFO’s. first publicity release as an independent station, 
received (6), is dated Dec. 29 and tells of a Christmas party held Dec. 23 
....9ets a new low in a town where indie radio publicity takes a beating 
anyway....Franklin Bruck agency has planted two new accounts on 
KROW....Fashion Frocks of’ Cincinnati (participations) and six five- 
minute shots for North American Accident after a three-month layoff.... 
station also got Cocomalt participations through Murray Breese Associ- 
ates, N. Y. 

KSFO, with plenty of open time since loss of CBS, nevertheless has 
retained at least five national spot strippers, including Musterole news, 
Cluett-Peabody- Nancy Dixon, Wheatena Playhouse, Coca-Cola Singing 
Sam and H. O. Oats’ Judy & Jane....Also has added a new Art Linkletter 
interview, show riding six half-hours a week daytimes with participating 
spots....Bob Anderson has been made news editor....Station also using 
a new commentator, Robert W. Desmond, of U. C. School of Journalism 


...-Elliott Bruce takes over the Home Service Council, replacing Gordon 
Owen, who has gone to KQW....KSFO also gets 14 Associated Oil-spon- 
sored basketball games with KROW carrying 16 tilts....KROW going in 
for heart-throb stuff, using Bob Reason three mornings a week to ‘answer 
problems pertaining to heart and home’....Odd impasse surrounds Shirley 
Dinsdale and her dummy, July Splinters....Entire exec staff of O’Connor 
Moffat is 100% sold on results she brought in personals and via KGO; 
agency is delighted; everything is swell except they can’t find an appro- 
priation to continue her program....Store indicates they’ll use her later, 
| but despite gal’s smash click with fans NBC is passing up all opportunities 





WHY WEATHER 
NEWS REMAINS 
DANGEROUS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 
Reason for the censorship order 
banning broadcasting of weather in- 
formation was brought here in a let- 
ter from a navy radio operator at 
Pearl Harbor to his aunt. 
Written after the Japanese attack, 


the letter stated that the writer had 
picked up WCCO, Minneapolis CBS 
station, on the day it was mailed, 
‘Heard it was 20 above,’ said the 
writer. ‘Brrrrr, that’s cold!’ 

Navy intelligence officers here 
were quick to point out that if the 
writer could hear local stations over 
his powerful navy receiving set, Ger- 
many and Japan could do so equally 
well, 

‘Such a broadcast might be a per- 
fect tipoff,’ one official said. ‘The 
middle west is the cradle of much 
of our weather, and even a second- 
rate meteorologist might deduce ap- 
proximately what the weather was 
at the same time on the east or west 
coast, or even far at sea.’ 


They'll Seund Sober This 
Year When Poor Richard 
Club Goes on the Air 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

Broadcast of the Poor Richard Club 
banquet on Friday (16), one of local 
radio’s annual headaches, is expected 
to be easy this year. In previous 
years, the airing of the speeches has 
been marred by yelling and roister- 
ing of the diners—the event always 
hitting the high non-water mark as a 
moist affair. 

This year, the broadcast of the an- 
nual award of the club will take 
place in a private room away from 
the howl of the banquet mob. Credit 
Roger W. Clipp, general manager of 
WFIL, who is in charge of the radio 
arrangements. The program will be 
aired over NBC-Blue. 

Scheduled to attend are Dorothy 
Lamour, Otto Soglow, Lucy Monroe, 
Bob Ripley, Bugs Baer and Neville 
Miller. 

Feature of the entertainment will 
be a skit ribbing radio written by 
songwriters Clay Boland and Bickley 
Reichner and presented by 25 local 
ether gabbers. 


BOB BENTLEY OF WCPO 
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i sponsor....Program is titled ‘Rambling with Gambling’ and airs 3:45- | to capitalize on her and gal isn’t on tke air NOW A RADIO EDITOR 
Tet mJ ays tl sh Saturdays ri i ap " seal 

il 4 p.m., Mondays through Saturdays (Fridays omitted), KGO has sold the first sponsored studio orchestra show to originate in 

LE ; . Frisco since Meredith Willson aired for Bank of America back in 1937 Fla 

if it IN HOLLYW OOD a ....Underwriter is Meyenberg Milk Products via M. E. Harlan agency Cincinnati, Jan. 30. 

} i . THE Rapio TRADE 1s DiscussineG: Sid Strotz’s shuffle of the personnel at | and Rae oan... Ricardo’s i7 pieces plus vocalists. ...Tabbed ‘Let There Be The Enquirer, only Cincy newspa- 

wt) NBC and what goes with the Blue—the likelihood that most sponsors | Music,’ it’s written by Caryl Coleman, will air from 9:30 to 10 p.m. Mon- |per without a radio affiliation, has 

) Wel will take their eight-week summer layoff without replacement—_ | ays for 26 weeks, expanded its daily radio column and 

TE whether those with nothing to sell will remian on the air under gov- , is taking to the air with its own 
4 x > ; sti —_ - ’ nV v rj -ni y =2WS S/ ’ 

| ernment suggestion—the NBC-Mutual court fight. IN CHICAGO paeges twice-nightly newscasts on WSAI 








\ @ aes rh tied Crosley station. Bob Bentley, miker 
bE a : . ; ' ; P ul Dooley of WBBM sales mending after serious auto accident....Sid |for the past 12 years on WCPO, 
| i es cdecadais mate men eke to talc yon agg Doris Gilbert back | Sttotz was in for a quick visit with NBC here on his way through to the |joined the Enquirer this week as 
£ 4 — IWT sevintine vo the Old Gold F ema Peay eget BI hi - widest | Coast... .Betty Ames program on WMAQ for the Herald-American has |radio editor and broadcaster of its 
goes to Tom Seale It had to leak cg h , ade : por ey: og ae | been optioned for another 13 weeks....‘Brewster Boy’ program for |‘Voice of the Enquirer’ programs. 

ii] Sieur ds Matiient ‘dai setion e did ~a ieeteath cn ae - “hide teaie Quaker Oats on NBC Red now boosted to 64 outlets, which means an | Before getting into radio, Bentley 
T , g \ am. : é ime 8 a 2 | additi stations... . Erski aoe : * ' ae : 14 ¢ S 
| | brought his secretary, Kathleen Kieffer, here from New York....Paul addition of 14 stations....Erskine Chene, formerly with WBEN, Buffalo, | was an actor in legit and stock. He 
; 

















gets a new four-a-week newscast show on WBBM....Ed Murrow in for a 
lecture at Orchestra Hall on Friday (16)....Barry Wood in town for 
U. S. Treasury show. 


'C. M. FREEMAN NEW 








Dick Roll, chief of the announcing 
staff at WTOL, Toledo, is recovering 





; 
D | ; a and WWVA, Wheeling, has joi inui sts é sat ij a whi S % se- 
hi | : Henning, writer on the Sealtest show, suffered a setback following an | Salle inn: tel . ae = —_—one staff of WGN and W5dC. jaleo sat in bes! + eo — 
emergency appendectomy and making an uphill fight....James McFadden | _‘ a : —— bore continuity staff of W59C after . couple of years as | 7 ~ > ag ites : <n l i ae 
looking in on McKee & Albright’s Sealtest airer....KFI using the Victory a director of wc LS, Joliet... . William Franklin, W59C baritone, | ” a gd - : ape-severat hig Ean 
| will appear as soloist with the Wisconsin Symphony Orch....Todd Hunter | 35 linked with WCPO. Other loca 
. ee " 


| paper, the Times-Star, is affiliated 
| with WKRC, Mutual outlet. 

| Bentley’s daily column occupies 
|more space than the Enquirer for- 
|merly devoted to radio. The Post 
| has a daily radio column, handled 
| by Paul Kennedy. Once a week, on 





























SALES MANAGER OF WLS from an appendectomy performed in | Wednesdays, the Times-Star carries 
| pe — Samaritan Hospital, Day- | a radio page, edited by France M. 
i By JANE WEST wae re Raine. 
) Chicago, Jan. 13. 
: p Charles M. Free kas b - : * 2 ae 
Whe NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR rs ee We announce with pleasure the association of 
wah pointed sales manager of WLS, ap- 
. : : FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE | pointment being made last week by JULES ALBERTI 
; i, | AUGHTER TEARS LH EART-THROBS Glenn Snyder, station v.p. and g.m. 
i AND . Snyder also established a new post who will personall 
HH in WLS, that of sales service man- 4 Mig, sicsccespe 
if i} 1 Presented by Ivory Soap : 99" ; aon |ager, and named Wells Barnett, Ps 
Ty fh i to that position. an 
nL | Freeman, who replaces William 
i ES, Cline, has been with WLS since 
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IN 2 WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
-s COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


1938, having come over from the 
John Blajr rep. firm. 

Barnett has been with WLS for 
two years, coming in from the ad 
agency of Weston-Barnett, which is 
headed by his father. 


“THE VICTORY TWINS” 


“proved very big-timey on their NBC spot Saturday 
very commercial” — Sid Weiss, Radio Daily .. - 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


Ralph Edwards was unexpectedly thrown for a loss Saturday night (10) 
on the repeat broadcast of his ‘Truth or Consequences’ program over 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for Procter & Gamble. Confidently tossing an ultra- 
complicated question at a studio-audience contestant, Edwards received 
the correct answer after only a split-second pause. While the broadcaster 
and his production aides were doing comic salaams and expressing amazed 
admiration, the contestant, a resident of Chicago, volunteered the ex- 
planation that he’d heard the same question used on the repeat broadcast 
of the previous week’s show and thus knew the answer. He then offered 
to take the ‘consequences,’ but Edwards settled the matter by giving him 
another question. He missed that one. 








Louis Gonzaga, Portuguese announcer at WGEA, Schenectady General 
Electric shortwaver station, was married by proxy Dec. 10 to a Cuban 
girl. Former Brazilian newspaper man was prevented by the rush of 
war broadcasts from getting to Cuba for the wedding, so it was arranged 
for his fiancee’s brother to act as the proxy groom at a ceremony in the 
bride’s home. 3 

Mrs. Gonzaga arrived in New York about a week ago. Because his 
bride doesn’t speak English, Gonzaga had a phone installed so she could 
call him at his office. Later that day the station forbid telephone con- 
versations in a foreign language. 





Tongues clucked in political circles recently when Mutual was unable 
to make room for Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau to deliver a 15- 
minute pep talk in behalf of defense bond sales. Time was cleared by 
CBS and NBC (Blue) so the cabinet officer could go on in accordance with 
his desires, but MBS was so crowded with business that a rebroadcast 
was the best that could be done, Mutual-haters lost no time in pointing 
out that MBS seems to be getting plenty of business without benefit of 
the anti-monopoly rules and skeptics wondered what the junior web 
would have done if it also had been named in the Justice Department’s 
Christmas present anti-trust suit. 





M. H. Aylesworth was reported last week as initiating a proposal among 
American shortwave broadcasters that they agree to pool all their facili- 
ties and staffs under a single head, with the Government then to be in- 
vited to finance and supervise. This is an apparent revival of a sugges- 
tion made before but heretofore rejected on the plea that it opened the 
door to Government operation of radio, something the Government said, 
and the industry echoed, was undesirable. 

Efforts to contact Aylesworth for comment on Tuesday failed. A sec- 
retary reported he had laryngitis and could not talk. 





Irving Mansfield, new stunter for Texaco, put that ‘I'll exp!tain every- 
thing on the Fred Allen program’ line into the mouth of semi-unconscious 
Buddy Baer last week. In return for the Gillette Razor Company’s con- 
sent to the plug the Texaco program tonight (Wed.) will allow Don Dunphy 
to do the commercial, the quick knockout eliminated. 





George Dunham as CBS station promotion supervisor, handled the re- 
cent campaign that made the San Francisco area so notably aware of the 
switch of that web’s program to KQW and away from KSFO. Campaign 
was unique for, among other reasons, the extensive use of white space in 
small town newspapers. 

Over $21,000 has already been raised in tke first three weeks of the 
campaign towards $75,000 asked from the Boston area and $500,000 na- 
tionally for the World Wide Broadcasting Foundation and its shortwave 
outlet, WRUL. So states executive secretary David C. Crockett. 








Gillette Razor is dickering for the broadcast right of the Kentucky 
Derby May 2. It wfll be a Columbia hookup. 

CBS has had an exclusive on the Derby for the past five years, and it is 
understood that the tieup expires this year. 





Mrs. Raymond Paige gave birth to a daughter, Jane, on Jan. 2. Oddity 


of event is that mother and baby have identical birthdays. 


Employees in the NBC international shortwave division received gen- 
eral salary boosts last week. 


WWRL’s Linguals Will Be 
Concentrated After Dark; 





ARE YOU LISTENING ? 


| WAKR Gives Away War Bonds in 
Local Stunt 











WGN 50% 


Commercial 





Chicago, Jan. 13. 


WGN has just finished its 
biggest business year in_ its 
history, according to station 


manager, Frank Schreiber and 
commercial , chief, Will Mc- 
Guineas. Commercials on WGN 
during 1941 rated 49.7% of the 
total time, as against 39.1% in 
1940. 

In addition, WGN in 1941 was 
on the air for more hours each 
day, starting at 5:30 am. and 
running to 1:30 the next morn- 
ing. 

December represented the 24th 
consecutive month in which 
WGN had shown a gain over the 
preceding month in local billing. 


SET UP FUNNEL 
FOR CIVILIAN 
BULLETINS 








' Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

The troublesome problem of what 
to do with requests for air time by 
civilian defense agencies has been 
solved by Philly radio stations. All 
such requests are routed to the radio 
division of the Civilian Defense 
Council, headed by Ken Stowman, 
publicity director of WCAU. An- 
nouncements of all groups are boiled 
down into a five-minute § script 
which is sent to all outlets in this 
area. This is broadcast by each 
station at a set time during the day. 

The civil defense period is stag- 
gered throughout the day by each 
station so that the message may 
reach the most people. One man has 
been appointed to be liaison man in 
each of the eight counties in Penn- 
sylvania and South Jersey which 
comprises the Philly metropolitan 
district. It is his duty to gather all 
info from all defense units which 
should be transmitted to the public 
and shoot it to showmen’s division 
to go into the daily five-minute 
show. 


Pat V. James and His 
N-A 7 Vicine Cure-All 
Badly Rapped by FTC 


Washington, Jan. 13. 
Representations of Pat V. James, a 
Laurel, Miss., ‘medical’ expert doing 

















WCNW OK Cues Changes 


Upon the expected FCC approval 
of its application for full-time 
eration on 1600 ke. and start of op- 
eration on 5000 watts, 
Woodside, Long Island, will shift all 
its foreign language programs to the 





Akron, O., Jan. 13. 
S. Bernard Berk, owner of WAKR, 
has found an unusual way to give 


|} away $1,000 in defense stamps. 
Op- j a 


A representative of the radio sta- 


| tion is calling residents of the Akron 


WWRL, | 


evening hours and devote its day- | 


time schedule to English shows. 


WCNW, New York, currently shar- | 


ing the 1600 ke. band with WWRL, 


has not given FCC permission to 
shift to 1190 ke., thereby clearing | 
the way for approval of WWRL’s 
request for full-time operation on 
1600 kc. 

WWRL now broadcasts about 40 


hours a week in foreign languages, 
mostly Spanish, Hungarian, Czecho- 
slovakian, German, Jewish, Greek, 
Armenian and Polish. On the reali- 
zation that it cannot compete with 
the high-budget network shows dur- 
ing the evening, the station will 
move its foreign language programs 
to those hours and concentrate its 
English language shows during the 
daytime. 
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area over the telephone. Any per- 
sons answering on the other end of 
the line who say, ‘Hello, Wacker,’ are 
given a $5 defense stamp by the 
station. 

In addition, if a person answers in 
this manner, and then identifies the 
program being broadcast over the 


station, he is given another $5 de-| 


fense stamp. The game will continue 
until the $1,000 worth of stamps are 
distributed. 


WEMP’s Fox Theatre Deal 


Milwaukee, Jan. 13. 
Under terms of a contract signed 


this week between the Fox Wisconsin | 
the | 


Amusement Corp. and WEMP, 
Fox theatres will be on the air every 
day for an entire year in station- 
break announcements. 

Also, under the agreement, vari- 
ous celebrities appearing in the Fox 
houses from time to time will be in- 
terviewed by this station. Hereto- 
fore, the Fox radio advertising has 
been restricted to WTMJ for the 
most part. 





Jeweler’s Disc Jockey 
Seattle, Jan. 13. 
* Ben Tipp, jeweler, using a 15 min- 
ute transcribed musical show titled 
‘Off the Record.” Tommy Thomas, 
KIRO’s former program director, is 
handling the turntable and adds 
comments on thetunes and bands. 
Across the board at 10 p.m. 


business ‘The 
| were rudely upset by the Federal 
Trade Commission last week, in a 
;complaint which charged the com- 
|pany with every conceivable exag- 
| geration in its mail, radio and other 
| advertising. 

Cure-all, known variously as ‘N-A 


as N-A Company,’ 


|No. 7,’ ‘Vicine,’ ‘Nature’s Aid’ and 
|plain ‘N-A,’ is anything but, the 
Commish declared with unusual 
|vigor. Only results listed by the 


FTC were possible ‘permanent dis- 
| figurement’ if the preparation should 
| be used on ‘denuded skin surfaces,’ 
as advised by the company. 

Among the virtues of the com- 
pound, as extolled by its advertisers, 
were that it was a powerful germi- 
cide and antiseptic; was ‘unequalled’ 
in stopping bleeding; would prevent 


lockjaw and blood-poisoning; cure 
athlete’s foot, eczema, indigestion, 
sour stomach, ptomaine poisoning, | 
rheumatism and kidney disorders. 
At most, Commish stated, the so- 
called ‘medicinal preparation’ is a 
‘mild astringent and mild antiseptic,’ 
when used externally. Won't ‘arrest | 
lvenous or arterial hemorrhages,’ | 
isn’t an effective treatment for ath- 
lete’s foot or eczema and won't pre- 


vent lockjaw, blood poisoning, kid- 
ney disease or any of the other dis- 
orders which it was ballyhooed as 
curing. 

In addition to possibly causing 
permanent disfiguration ‘by the dep- 
osition of iron in the form of pig- 
mentation,’ the preparation ‘is of no 
substantial therapeutic value as an 
internal medicine for the treatment 
of any disease or condition of the 
body,’ the FTC declared. 

James and the 


their ways, with the alternative of 
receiving a cease and desist order 
from the Commish. 





Minnie Pearl, hillbilly com- 





|dienne, has been added to Prince 


Albert’s ‘Grand Ole Opry, program 
from WSM, Nashville, over NBC. 





Sponsor Switch to State 
Capitel for Talks By 


Governor on Defense 





Dallas, Jan. 13. 

‘Missing Persons’ program on 
Texas Quality Network has been 
temporarily skelved by its sponsor, 
Duncan Coffee Co. In its place ad- 
vertiser is presenting for eight 
weeks from their respective offices 
in the state capitol at Austin, Gov. 
Coke R. Stevenson and Railroad 
Commissioner Olin Culberson. They 
will speak on problems of national, 
state and local defense. 

Broadcasts are aired over WFAA, 
here; WBAP, Fort Worth; WOAI, 
San Antonio, and KPRC, Houston, 
of the TQN. Programs are also car- 
ried by independents KWKH, 
Shreveport, Louisiana; KWFT, Wi- 
chita Falls, Texas; KRGV, Weslaco, 
Texas, and KOB, Albuquerque, New 
.|| Mexico. 

Steele Advertising Agency handles 
account. 


Nab Radio Men, 
Making Field 
Tests, As Spies 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

Henry Kaiser, WWSW engineer, 
and Monroe F, Moon, Washington 
engineer, stopped in Westover, West 
Virginia, last week in their es- 
pecially-equipped automobile to 
make tests of the W47P broadcasts 
in frequency modulation. They were 
no sooner settled down to work than 
Police Chief Hugh Newbraugh ar- 
rested the pair and turned them over 
to state police on suspicion of send- 
ing illegal broadcasts. 

Constabulary held Kaiser and 
Moon for more than two hours be- 
fore both Pittsburgh and Washing- 
ton fully established their identities 
and convinced their captors they 
were definitely not spies. 











Calls Circuit Court Decision Protecting 


‘Lone Ranger’ Vital to Shew-Owners 


Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Decision of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals in reversing 
an earlier decision in the South 
Carolina courts was hailed by at- 
torneys for the Lone Ranger, Inc., 
here as setting ‘a milestone in the 
legal protection of radio property.’ 
Commenting on the decision which 
restricted Lee Powell, who played 
the part of the ‘Lone Ranger’ in a 
film serial, and O. C. Cox, of Wal- 
lace Brothers Circus, from using the 
name of the radio character and 
close identifications to it, Raymond J. 
Meurer, general counsel for the De- 
troit radio character incorporation, 
said: 

‘The decision is a masterpiece of 
logic and nothing is left to the 
imagination. As a milestone in the 
legal protection of radio dramatic 
property it/is particularly pleasing 
to us since it confirms theories ad- 
vanced nine years ago when a 
foundation for the protection of the 
‘Lone Ranger’ was first begun.’ 





SINGS FROM HOSPITAL 


Amanda Snow Carries On Despite 
Her Rheumatism In Minneapolis 








Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 


Amanda Snow, star of the locally 
produced KSTP ‘Milk Show,” last 
week sang her songs from a sickbed 
in Fairview hospital with a nurse on 
one side of her and a KSTP engineer 
on the other. The nurse held the 
‘mike.’ As an appropriate starter, 
Miss Snow chose ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag’ and 
the show went over the air as per 
schedule. 


Two weeks before Miss Snow’s 
rheumatism became so acute that she 
could approach the ‘mike’ very 
slowly and sing with difficulty. Then 
her doctor ordered her to Fairview 
hospital and. despite her aching 
bones she insisted on fulfilling her 
part of the program. 


Leonard Leigh, KSTP musical di- 
rector, took a guitarist and accord- 
ionist to the hospital room to provide 
the music. On the air, Leigh, wear- 
ing earphones, conducted a quartet 
and orchestra to background 
Amanda’s hospital singing. Her voice 
registered strong and clear. 








When you buyg 








‘N-A Company’ 
were given 20 days in which to mend 





ERVICE 


RETAIL STORE DISPLAY 


Permanent stands in 130 retail outlets for use of WCAE 
advertisers. Exclusive display—minimum of 2 weeks. 








| PERSONAL CALLS ON DEALERS 
| Anything from a one-day survey to a full week of in- 
tensive merchandising among retailers and wholesalers. 
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Out of these and many other special services available (22 in all) a 
full-fledged merchandising program can be arranged and executed, 





STEADY NEWSPAPER PROMOTION 


30 inch advertisement, or larger, daily and Sunday 
promoting WCAE programs and sponsors. 






The KATZ Agency + National Representatives 


New York Chicago Detroit Atlanta 
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5000 Watts - 1250 K.C. 
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36 RADIO REVIEWS RIE 
‘ADVENTURES OF ELLERY ‘GREAT MOMENTS IN MUSIC’ POFFO HOOSEOOH ‘HOw™M I DOIN’ 
QUEEN’ With Jan Peerce, Robert Weede, With Bob Hawk, Vaughn Monroe 


With Carlton Young, Marian Schock- 
ley, Ted DiCorsia, Santos Ortego, 
Arthur Allen, Peg LaCentra, James 
Van Dyke 

Mystery Drama 

3060 Mins. 

BROMO SELTZER 

Saturday, 7.30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ruan) 

Radio version of the ‘Ellery Queen’ 
mysteries has been on the shelf since 
the early fall of 1940. Gulf Oil had 
used them as a pinchhitter for its 
Screen Guild during that same sum- 
mer with nip and tuck results. The 
initial installment (10) of the Emer- 
son Drug sponsorship indicated that 
there’s more than one kink to be 
pressed out. The lack of an orches- 
tra, to help heighten the dramatic 
effects between the dialog bridges, is 
quite noticeable, and Carlton Young, 
who plays the Ellery Queen char- 
acter, could invest his assignment 
with much more dash, color and au- 
thority. The program’s present 
source of incidental music is an 
organ. 

A better choice could have been 
made of the opening script. The 


clues were grounded strictly in an | 


understanding of music and that’s a 
technical twist that guarantees a 
mental blackout for the average lis- 
tener. Considering the materials at 
hand, George Zachary turned in a 
tightly knit and well balanced job 
of production. As for the rest of the 
permanent cast. Marian Shockley is 
still doing Girl Friday to the amateur 
sleuth: Santos Ortego is there in the 
grumpy character of Inspector Rich- 
ard Queen: Ted DiCorsia again fills 
the Sergt. Velie role, while Arthur 
Allen is the newcomer for the vart of 
the medical examiner. Opening 
story, which dealt with counterfeit- 
ing and a nightclub background, un- 
corked deftly acted bits by Peg La 
Centra and James Van Dyke. 

The program has retained the de- 
vice of stopping the action just be- 
fore the solution to give a couple 
guestee armchair detectives an op- 
portunity to do some finger-pointing. 
Young seemed to lack the necessary 
knack for this particular interlude. 

Plenty of sales copy got into the 
introductory session. The ability of 
Bromo Seltzer to do a three-way 
curative job was retailed in fulsome 
measure at the beginning of the pro- 
gram and then again just before the 
script moved ‘on to its solution. 

Odec. 


‘HAP HAZARD’ 

With Ransom Sherman, Irene Ryan, 
Martha Tilton, Gordon Jenkins 
Orch, 

30 Mins.—Regional 

IVORY SOAP 

Friday, 7 P.M. 

KNX-CBS, Hollywood 

(Compton) 

Ransom Sherman has been around 
the kilocycles for some time now 
and should know comedy values. 
Last summer he did utility duty for 
‘Fibber and Molly’ and came off at 
the end of his quarter with a C.A.B. 
count of 14.7 after opening with a 
6.9. That prompted Johnson wax 
to hold him as a supplement to 
‘Fibber’ but government priorities on 
tin put an end to that line of thought 
and he strayed until Jimmy Saphier 
packaged him for a sale to Procter & 
Gamble. After three whirls on the 
coast band he spreads across the 
nation. 

Sherman is back with the same 
routine as manager of Crestfallen 
Manor, a tourist version of Grand 
Hotel. Nearly everything can hap- 
es in a hostelry and with the right 

ind of writers can be hoked to the 
sheer delight of the middle-roaders. 

Chief comic and propelling force of 

the entire layout presents one of 

those cases where the funny fellow 
is no better than the script that is 
tossed him. This must be judged 
by such quips as ‘the cow is a fugi- 


tive from a churn gang’, ‘we use old | 


tea bags as sarongs on lamb chops’, 
salads are prepared by monkeys, un- 
touched by human hands,’ etc. There 
also were a couple of topical gags, 


Hilde Reggiani, Jean Tennyson, 

George Sebastian orchestra (65) 
Operatic Briefs 
130 Mins. 

CELANESE CORP. OF AMERICA 
Wednesdays, 10:15 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

This program represents the debut 
to radio of the Celanese Corporation. 
|It is trade-supposed that the war, 
with its stoppage of silk imports, Is 
responsible for the sudden interest 
|of the synthetic product in radio ad- 
|vertising. The decision of Celanese 





ito use an operatic excerpt formula | 


| for its radio show is a fulfillment of 
the plausible guess, since the head of 
the firm is opera-minded because his 
wife is an opera singer, Jean Tenny- 
son, 

The inaugural broadcast last Wed- 
nesday (7) was a cut-down version 
of ‘Boheme.’ It gave advance inti- 
mation of two things: (1) the kind of 
series that is planned, and (2) the 
difficulties always inherent in an at- 
tempt by radio (this is not the first) 
to slash score and libretto to fit com- 
mercial time limits. The success of 
these ‘Great Moments in Music’ will 
perhaps be determined one-half by 
the preliminaries and one-half by the 
actual performances. In short the 
editing, arranging, cutting, splicing 
and casting are equal as a problem 
with the actual execution of the pro- 
gram from Leiderkranz Hall, New 
York. 

Such ‘popularizations’ often rile 
rather than please those who prefer 
their musical culture neat. Essen- 
tially the series will with addicts of 
the heavier stuff always be under 
some inescapable disadvantage be- 
cause of the compromises and im- 
provisations made necessary for 
commercial radio. 

Jean Tennyson undertook a great 
artistic burden on this first broad- 
cast when she assumed the difficult, 
versatility-taxing soprano role of 
‘Boheme.’ She was in fast vocal 
company and must have been under 
a nerve strain, knowing what she 
was attempting and what she was 
risking. She improved after her 
‘Mi Chiamano Mimi,’ from the first 
act, which had poor breath support 
resulting in a wobbly tone, with a 
tendency to wander from pitch. ‘O 
soave fanciulla’ was cut terrifically 
to meet time requirements. The duet 
was salvaged by the luscious tones of 
radio-wise Jan Peerce. Miss Tenny- 
son was considerably better in the 
‘Donde lieta’ and also in the quartet, 
which abruptly ended the broadcast 
(leaving the story hanging in mid- 
air). 

Hilde Reggiani, coloratura from 
the Met, took notable liberties with 
‘Quando me’en vo,’ and, on the whole, 
the verdict on her rendition was: 
‘guilty of bad musicianship.’ 

Peerce was in excellent voice. The 
tenor’s top ‘C’ could have split a 
radio in the ‘Che gelida manina’ 
(badly mispronounced by a strug- 
gling announcer), while his rich, 
golden quality was consistently in 
evidence. 

But even Peerce pushed a bit on 
this first broadcast, seeming to try 
for a bigger tone. Robert Weede in 
the few short lines allotted him sang 
with a brilliance of tone and a super- 
abundance of voice. Plugs were held 
to a minimum. 

There are 65 men in the orchestra, 
| which George Sebastian, conductor 
|of the Scranton Symphony, will un- 
dertake to fuse, together with rotat- 
ing singers, into a series of operatic 
excerpts giving snatches of plot, se- 
lected arias and the richer passages 
of overtures. This is a very consid- 
erable artistic task for Sebastian, but 
|} he can draw upon some 20 years of 
| experience all over the world, five 
| of them as the serious music director 
| of the Russian radio system when he, 
|a Hungarian, was imported to Mos- 
|}cow under contract. 

| Future hearings of this series will 





| be necessary to gain a more abiding 


| impression 


about keeping tires in the safe and | 


Biving an auto salesman a handout 
for a meal. 

Sherman takes it all in stride and 
never becomes the dominating per- 
sonality. Irene Ryan (Tim and 
Irene) is used too sparingly as 
prompter and prop for the gags and 
never really gets going. Her talent 
as a foil to the comic should be bet- 


ith a sharper script and closer 
teaming the improvement should not 
be slow in coming. 

Music end of the show is in good 
hands. Martha Tilton gave out with 
a smooth rendition of ‘How About 
You’ and Gordon Jenkins orchestra 
soloed to good effect with a Latin 
number. Commercials are tuneful 
and not too lathery, nearly every 
one helping. Announcer Ben Gage 
stir up those velvety suds. 

Helm. 





Back from Guatemala 
- Omaha, Jan. 13. 
Foster May, WOW’s ace announcer 


on-the-Street, just returned from 
Guatemala where he and an engineer 
went Nov. 27 to make a series of 
recordings for coffee client. Pro- 
grams will be mostly educational 
about coffee raising, marketing etc. 

Paxton & Gallagher, local im- 
porters, sponsor. 


| 
| 


of its probable radio 
destiny. Eddy. 


‘AIR YOUTH FOR DEFENSE’ 
Dramatic and Educational 


| 15 Mins. 


| 


Saturday, 4:30 P.M. 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 

| Idea is to stimulate organization 
of aviation clubs in communities | 





; | throughout the country by making 
ter integrated into the situations. | 


available pertinent information and 
interesting possibilities-in this field. 
Program is aimed specifically at 
American youth and Air Youth Divi- 
sion of the National Aeronautic Asso- 
ciation in first stanza called on pub- 
lic to get aviation programs started 
as quickly as possible in schools and 
community centres. 

There was a brief dramatization, 
credited to Robert Monroe, in which 
dialog was delivered involving a 
young recruit who had apparently 
deserted Air, Youth Club 7. It turns 
out he was crack plane model build- 
er who joined the army air force. 
It remained just dialog, however. 


| Talk by Brig. Gen. Carl Spots, from 
and chief of Butternut Coffee’s Man- | 


Washington, was brief, pointed and 
interesting. He declared that the fu- 
ture of air defense depended not on 
generals but on American youth. 

_ Program reouires improved script- 
ing and production to become effec- 
tive. It holds minimum of audience 
appeal, despite vital importance of 
message, as currently routined. 

Mori. 


Follow-Up Comment : 


SEFESESEEESEFEEFE SEF EFOF 


Cal Tinney, who still sounds like 
Will Rogers, drily humorous at 
times has recently been including a 
series of air ‘editorials,’ via Mutual. 
Criticizes, by name and group, de- 
fense officials in Washington. What 
he is attempting to be is a hard-hit- 
ting Washington columnist in char- 
‘acter. Tinney seems to have fired 
|more verbal shots and on identified 
'targets, than any other commentator 
'since the United States entered the 
'war. The OPM has been a favorite 
clay pigeon. Tinney ‘winged’ Don- 
ald Nelson on one salvo a few days 
iago. He also made an invidious com- 
parison between Thomas E. Dewey, 
|retiring district attorney of New 
York county, and unnamed OPM of- 
ficials. Cal declared Dewey had 
more ability in his little finger than 
some of them did ‘in their whole 
carcass.’ Tinney urged that Herbert 
Hoover, Alfred M. Landon, Wendell 
Willkie and one or two others be 
enlisted in the defense effort. 








‘Joe and Mabel’ deserve a better 
fate than that 11:30 half hour on the 
Red Thursday nights. The cast is 
steadier than the scripts but the 
show hits a good average. 





Who sings ‘World on Fire’ for Hal 
MclIntyre’s band?. The idea being— 
he shouldn't. 





Around 1 a.m. Louisville’s WHAS 
offers a pleasant organ period but 
gums up the half hour with inter- 
mittent poetry reading. Here’s a 
voice which just trembles with con- 
cern for you and me. If the station 
ever chases that voice somebody 
may listen to the organ. 





Fletcher Wiley, master of the 
chatty, informal, direct talking mike 
technique afternoons over CBS (for 
Campbell Soups), a few days ago 
discussed with unusual frankness for 
commercial radio, the ‘change of 
life’ period. It is doubtful whether 
a few years ago anyone but a doc- 
tor would have essayed to speak 
about such a matter on the air, and 
then only on g health program. The 
particular broadcast was perhaps the 
first in which a layman talked to a 
predominantly feminine audience on 
this rather delicate subject, although 
Wiley’s comment-advice was directed 
through them toward their husbands. 
He began by stating that men, like 
women, pass through a change of 
life, the main difference being that 
the former ‘do not lose their repro- 
ductive powers.’ Men, however, go 
through the same ‘glandular changes.’ 
During the period of readjustment, 
they are not easy to get along with— 
dad may be cranky. ‘Senility’ was 
mentioned several times. 


Having touched on the*basic physi- 
ological phase, Wiley proceeded to 
hammer home, with liberal use of 
vernacular English, the point that 
men reaching 45 or 50 should slow 
down on strenuous activity, heavy 
eating and hard drinking. 





ROY de GROOT 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 
WQXR, New York 


A member of the British Ministry 
of Information and former London 
broadcaster (in the U. S. for eye 
treatment), Roy de Groot is doing a 
‘Notes on News’ series late Sunday 
afternoons on WQXR, New York. 
He thereby follows WMCA’s Sydney 
Moseley. Offering ‘stories of ordinary 
people as they react to great events,’ 
de Groot’s spiels are, however, in no 
sense analytical or commentary, but 
rather feature story stuff and, on the 
basis of last Sunday’s (11) edition, 
shrewdly. prepared, skillfully pre- 
sented and distinctly listenable. 

An engineer with BBC, he is said 
to have gotten his first chance to be- 
come a broadcaster when, in testing 
a line while out on a remote job, he 
told a dirty story, not knowing he 
| was on the air. BBC officials repri- 
manded him, but noting that he had 
a good radio voice, added him to the 


came to the U. S. for treatments to 
regain his sight. Now partially cured, 
he is remaining for continued treat- 
ment, meantime having made several 
appearances on ‘March of Time’ and 
now doing this series on WQXR. 
Spieler’s accent is not ultra-Brit- 
ish. He has the clear diction an ac- 
tor might have. His voice is 
resonant and pleasant, while his 
manner is impersonal and almost 
self-effacing, typically English. Ma- 
terial on the edition heard contained 
a letter from a Professor Ben about 
life in wartime in a village in the 
‘Island Fortress,’ a story about how 
the British army allows groups of 
Italian prisoners to visit Jerusalem 
and excerpts from a London Times 
dispatch of how the war is being 
fought in the Malayan jungles. 
Nothing spectacular about 
show, but nice. Hobe. 





régular broadcasting staff. During 
the London blitz, de Groot was! 
bombed while making a recording of 
an air raid. He was blinded and 








the | 
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Orchestra, Bert Parks 
Quiz, Music 
30 Mins, 

CAMEL CIGARET 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Esty) 

Bob Hawk strives for a novel idea 
in the method used to pay off con- 
testants on his newest quiz show, but 
summed up it’s not much different 
from other programs and a bit con- 
fused. He gave it u new twist by 
having his quizees compete against 
one another’s bankroll, he supplying 
the initial two with $30. issed 
question gives $10 to the opponent. 
Three stumpers were asked of each 
and the one holding the most cash 
then faced another opponent from 
the audience. In short it’s possible 
for a smartie to remain.at the mike 
the entire half hour and, of course, 
pyramiding winnings the while. As 
pairs come and go the value of an- 
swers increases from $10 to $14, $20, 
$27. 


Hawk’s handling of the posers and 
his intermittent ad lib popoffs kept 
things moving at a bright pace 
through the teeoff Saturday (10) and 
he was helped immeasurably by a 
couple quick-witted service men. He 
continues to favor puns and some he 
sprung literally tweaked listeners’ 
noses, 


Vaughn Monroe’s likeable voice 
and much improved band is thrown 
away on the show. Given only two 
numbers to do, it’s hard to under- 
stand why he was hired. His 
prestige certainly isn’t helped by be- 
ing no more than background to pro- 
ceedings. He deserves more, though 
it’s hard to see where he can get it 
on a show of this type. 

Bert Parks’ announcements and 
commercials were brisk and clear. 
At several points the Monroe band- 
men chorus a_ jingle’ spelling 
C-a-m-e-l, Wood. 


‘THE SHOW SHOP’ 

With Gertrude Niesson, Ray Nelson, 
orchestra 

30 Mins. (Transcribed) 

ANACIN 

Saturday, 1:30 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Besides its various serial shows 

and ‘America, the Free,’ the musical 

stanza Saturday forenoons on NBC- 

Red (WEAF), Anacin has now added 

another musical series, ‘The Show 

Shop,’ a transcription program 

spotted locally in New York over 

WJZ. It debuted Saturday (10) in 

the 1:30-2:00 p.m. spot and appears 

to be an orthodox, diverting show. 


Opening edition, presumably char- 
acteristic, was virtually a Hit Parade 
of all-time popular smashes. Num- 
bers consisted of ‘Strike Up the 
Band,’ ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ 
‘Carioca,’ ‘Porgy and Bess’ medley, 
‘Great Day,’ “Tea for Two’ and a 
‘Revenge with Music’ medley. All 
great scores and expertly played by 
an unbilled orchestra. Gertrude 
Niesson vocaled ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes’ impressively and there was a 
male choral bit in ‘Strike Up the 
Band.’ 

Ray Nelson read the commercials, 
which were reasonably terse and 
stressed Anacin’s usual claim of ‘con- 
taining several ingredients, not just 
one.’ Hobe. 


VI AND VELMA VERNOR 
Songs, Piano 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 11.15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC Red, New York 

Vi and Vilma are graduates of the 
old Sunday morning hour for Horn 
& Hardart, a program no longer 
aired. They warble pop tunes in 
clear, sure voice equally adept at 
rhythm or ballad and make a nice 
impression at the late hour. 
have only one shortcoming, an 
casional inclination to slightly over- 
do the harmonizing, one voice going 
too high the other too low. If there 
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Actor-Musicians 


Continued from page 25 





insisted that such bandleaders as Kay 
Kyser, Paul Whiteman and Bob 
Crosby, by reading scripts on their 
respective commercial variety shows, 
have become actor personalities as 
much as batoners. Three men in 
question, already members of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
have refused to join AFRA and thus 
become double card-holders. 

There has been some question 
whether the musicians’ union would 
permit the bandleaders to take out 
cards in AFRA. Trio of batoners hag 
claimed the AFM has refused such 
permission, but AFRA officials figure 
Petrillo may not verify that stand, 
Los Angeles local board of AFRA, 
after serving an ultimatum on the 
three men, held another meeting 
Monday afternoon (12) and, at the 
suggestion of the national board, de- 
cided to postpone action pending the 
Petrillo confab in New York. Mean. 
while, it was reported in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) that Whiteman 
had been written out of the script of 
his show for last night’s broadcast, 
Status of Kyser and Crosby was un- 
changed. 

All three bandleaders have sub- 
stantial dialog parts in their respec. 
tive programs. Whiteman is with 
Burns and Allen on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) for Swan soap Tuesday 
nights. Kyser airs Wednesday night 
on NBC-Red for Lucky Strike, while 
Crosby. is a member of the ‘Three 
Ring Time’ series, with Charles 
Laughton and Milton Berle, on NBC- 
Blue (WJZ) for Ballantine ale Fri- 
day nights. 


Menser’s Position 

A separate dispute between AFRA 
and NBC was settled Monday (12) 
when C. L. Menser, program man- 
ager, cancelled his previously an- 
nounced penalty against a sound ef- 
fects man who had accepted an extra 
outside fee. Man was first slated to 
be fired, then given a layoff without 
pay, but was finally reinstated with- 
out punishment, after the union in- 
terceded in his behalf. 

Man was Bob Prescott and he ac- 
cepted a fee for working on ‘Truth 
or Consequences.’ When asked about 
it by an NBC supervisor, he readily 
admitted it, whereupon Menser is- 
sued the discharge order. Acccrd- 
ing to AFRA, the accepting of extra 
compensation by sound men and 
engineers is cgmmon practice in the 
trade and, if there is a network rule 
against it, the matter hag never been 
officially or formally stated. There- 
fore, the union argued, punishing a 
single individual for such a violation 
would be unfair. After lengthy argu- 
ments back and forth, Menser made 
various concessions and finally gave 
in entirely. Understood he has not 
subsequently issued a forma! ruling 
on the matter, but is contemplating 
doing so. 





WWJ MUST EXPLAIN 





WAAF, Chicago, Complains of De- 
troiter’s Nighttime Operations 





Washington, Jan. 3. 

Moral victory was chalked up last 
week by WAAF, Chicago, when the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion in a face-saving fashion ordered 
WWJ, the Detroit News outlet, to 
be a respondent in the hearing on 
WAAF’s plea for additional hours. 
The Chicago station, outlet of the 
Drovers’ Journal, wantéd WWJ to 


|the commish, preserving the amen- 


were a third voice carrying the mel- | 


ody it wouldn’t be so noticeable. 
Glenn Hurley accompanies on pi- 
ano and gets in one inning alone, 
this time a tasty version of ‘Elmer’s 
Tune.’ Announcer and m. c. does a 


| fine job, carrying out his chores in 


a warm, informal style that’s very 
ingratiating. Wood, 





‘VOLUNTEER FOR VICTORY’ 
Betty Hurd 

10 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 3 P.M. 

WCAU, Philadelphia 


This is one of the better civilian 
defense shows of which there are a 
plethora on Philly air lanes. Miss 
Hurd, a former Philly newspaper 
woman, makes the job of working 
for civilian defense sound exciting 
and inviting. Aimed at women, the 
program answers the question of 
‘what can I do to help?’ with clarity 
and dispatch. 


Miss Hurd takes individual cases 
and steers them to the proper chan- 
nels and services. The gal, a new- 
comer on Philly’s Radio row, has a 
pleasant voice and smooth delivery. 

Shal. 


ities, denied the WAAF request and 
then ‘on its own motion’ did just 
what had been requested. 

The Detroit rag must be prepared 


|to demonstrate why it should not be 





forced to ‘modify its manner of 
nighttime operation so as to reduce 
the interference limitation that 
would result to WAAF operating as 
proposed.’ 


WIND’s Bag o’ Blurbs 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 

WIND last week obtained a sched- 
ule of 15-minute programs from 
Studebaker Sales through the 
Schwimmer & Scott agency, a batch 
of 448 announcements for Chooz 
through William Esty and 150 an- 
nouncements from the International 
Amphitheatre via S & S. 

WJJD's bag of the same week in- 
cluded 375 Beaman’s Gum announce- 
ments, seven 30-minute programs 
weekly for Sterling Insurance, seven 
15-minute programs weekly for Part 
Vitamins, 448 Chooz announcements 
and a schedule of announcements 
from Fashion Frocks, Inc. 
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Lohengrin 


tropolitan’s first ‘Lohengrin’ 
A = Meson Friday evening (9) was 
: excellent performance from every 
= Je. Vocally the standout was 
veuritz Melchior, who was in excel- 
Jent voice for this, his 78th appear- 
ance as the Knight. The tenor's In 
fernem jand’ and ‘Mein Lieber 
Schwan’ were showstoppers, and his 
superb acting and magnificent figure 
dominated every scene he was in. 
Astrid Varnay, being pushed from 
one major role into another, and 
coming through excellently each 
time, sang a splendid Elsa. The so- 
rano’s small but brilliant voice con- 
tributed a finely phrased ‘Traum, 
and her acting was that of a veteran. 
Not once did she push her voice out 
us. 
of Cerstin Thorborg gave full vent to 
Ortrud’s difficult music, although 
some strain was present in the upper 
register. Her acting was superb. 
Herbert Janssen was a fine Telra- 
mund, while Norman Gordon’s King 
was vocally and physically impres- 
sive. As the Herald, Leonard War- 
ren displayed a big, vibrant voice. 
Frich Leinsdorf conducted with bril- 
liance and his characteristic fire. 
Eddy. 


Abduction from Seraglio 


The first presentation in N.Y. in a 
number of years of Mozart’s ‘Abduc- 
tion From the Seraglio,’ was given 
at Carnegie Hall Monday (12) by the 
National Orchestral Association in 
conjunction with Group Opera, an 
organization of young American 
singers. It was the first of a series 
of Monday evening operas to be 
given at Carnegie this season. Opera, 
full of flowing melody, seems a 
likely prospect for the Met’s reper- 
toire. 

Performance went over big, with 
Rachel Van Cleve, lyric coloratura, 


exhibiting fine voice of crystal- 
clear quality, brilliant  staccati, 
especially in the upper registers; 


flawless diction, excellent musician- 
ship and a fine Mozartian style. 
Singer would be a decided asset to 
the Met. 

John Hamill, as Belmont, disclosed 
a tiny lyric tenor, used in impeccable 
style but not too serviceably for 
grand opera. His acting was faulty. 
Oscar Catoire, exhibited a service- 
able baritone of good quality but 
minus low notes. The same held 
true of Leon Lishchiner, whose act- 
ing made up for a lack of voice. Lois 
MacMahon and Paul King did well 
enough while the orchestra played 
with fire and brilliance under Leon 
Barzin. 

Stage direction of Josef Turnau 
was satisfactory while the simple 
settings of Howard Ray were also 
good, as was the English translation 
by Rosamund Young Chapin. 


Met Opera Follow-Up 


‘Magic Flute’ Saturday afternoon 
(10) was average. Bad was inter- 
mingled with the good. Rosa Bok 
as the Queen of the Night was off 
even on the ‘F’s’ above high ‘C’ (in 
her vengeance aria). She has here- 
tofore been noted for those high 
notes. John Brownlee was a vocal 
and dramatic standout as Papageno, 
and Alexander Kipnis was superb 
vocally, Bass’s singing of ‘O Isis’ 
was the best vocaling of the evening. 
Charles Kullman was okay dra- 
matically and tired vocally. Jarmila 

ovotna again looked well but was 
not able to cope with the upper 
notes. Freidrich Schorr was fine 
dramatically and Bruno Walter con- 
ducted with his usual regard for the 

Ozartian line and his singers’ in- 
adequacies, 











Rigoletto’ was not equal to its first 
roduction of the season at a repeat 
Tyurday evening (10). Armand 
okatyan took over the role of the 
uke and was not up to his usually 
excellent vocal standard. His acting 
+ ng 00d but not enough to cover 
ie vocal faults. Robert Weede, in 
; € title role, was the star, with his 
Temendous ‘A’ flat at the end of ‘Si 
endetta and his singing of ‘Corti- 
Both vil razza’ +B the show. 
tot the baritone an Josephine An- 
pe Provided the evening finest 
oe ng with the duet ‘Piangi Fan- 
a Irra Petina provided a full- 
i Maddalena and Nichola 
tome was an_ adequate Spara- 
dr e. Lansing Hatfield improved 
amatically as Monterone. Ettore 
i2za conducted. 


‘Nozze di Fi , 
: garo’ W - 
ning (7) saw three ednesday eve 


changes in cast 

om the previous ‘Figaro’ perform- 
— at the Met. Maria Mar- 
pol made her debut as the 
a ss, disclosing a big voice 
po quality marred by an ex- 
oon ce vibratto. The singer was ap- 
to 4 nervous. She acted well. 
posed Binnnese replaced an indis- 
Was pa cu Sayao as Suzanna and 
Vie in good voice until ‘Deh 
i non tardar,’ which was ex- 


(Continued on page 42) 





MARIAN ANDERSON 
Contralto 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 5, 1941 

Marian Anderson is singing with 
considerable restraint these days. 
Her soldout Carnegie Hall recital 
last week showed the contralto at 
her best in the lieder groups, which 
were interpreted flawlessly and sung 
with full, rich quality. The same 
held true of the Negro spirituals. 
But it was in songs and operatic 
arias which required a bigger voice 
of power and top tones that the 
singer slipped below her customary 
standard, with the voice sounding a 
bit tired and the top tones thin. 

At times in this series the singer 
gave vent to luscious, powerful tones, 
Apparently it’s a question of pos- 
sibly singing too much. From an 
interpretative standpoint the con- 
tralto has no peer among her race, 
and few in any other race. Her 
selections featured Handel, Scarlatti, 


Bach, Gounod, Brahms, Rachman- 
inoff, among the more notable 
works, dy. 





LOTTE LEHMANN 
Soprano 
Town Hall 


There may still be some skeptics 
cognizant of Lotte Lehmann’s tremu- 
lant high notes, but last Wednesday 
night (7), at any rate, there was lit- 
tle with which they could find fault. 
At that, however, it was a carefully 
selected program that Miss Lehmann 
undertook before a sold-out, enthusi- 
astic Town Hall audience. 

The Metropolitan Opera soprano 
has few peers for interpretative and 
dictional artistry, and this program 
found her excellently within that 
metier. Her voice was generally 
superb, its mellow richness aided no 
doubt by a program that consistently 
called upon her to stay within her 
limitations. Miss Lehmann had con- 
siderable difficulty bowing off, so in- 
sistent was the encore demand. Her 
program included Purcell, Haydn, 
Schubert, Beethoven, Mozart and 
Strauss. Paul Ulanowsky accom- 
panied at the piano. Naka, 


GARNER JENCKS 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 4, 1941 
Garner Jencks displayed power, 
majesty of tone and a clear under- 
standing of Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, 
Debussy and Chopin at this con- 
cert. 
Pianist has all he needs in equip- 
ment and intelligence to go to the 
top provided he curbs a youthful im- 
petuosity evident in some works. 
Eddy. 








JOHN FEENEY 
Tenor 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 4, 1941 

John Feeney, irish tenor, pos- 
sesses a fine lyric voice of extraordi- 
nary sweetness in the middle regis- 
ter and he used it with understand- 
ing in his Town Hall concert. His 
top notes, however, were completely 


out of focus, being hard and brittle. | 
If he can improve the tones above | 


the staff he should be near the top. 
Eddy. 





ROBERT STEVENSON 

Pianist 

Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 5, 1941 
Robert Stevenson, pianist, has fine 

technique, control and an excellent 

sense of rhythm. : 
Pianist needs more expressiveness, 


| Rudolf 


Living the Part 





Even wooden horses are ap- 
parently dangerous. Salvatore 
Baccaloni, Met basso-buffo, 
found that out Thursday (8), 
when ke attempted to pat one 
standing in a stall in the first 
act of ‘La Fille du Regiment,’ 
in which he was co-starring 
with Lily Pons. 

The horse is supposed to kick, 
but its wooden leg moved too 
fast and Baccaloni received a 
long, jagged cut across his hand 
from a nail in its shoe as he 
warded off the blow. As a re- 
sult the Met is removing the 
hoofs from its wooden horses. 


COLUMBIA, NAT'L 
LIST NEW 
ROSTERS 


The new rosters of Columbia Con- 
certs, Inc., and the National Concert 
and Artists Service (formerly NBC 
Concert Service) show many attrac- 
tions added and dropped. The com- 
panies between them control close 
to four-fifths of the American con- 
cert business. 

Only major artist to leave his 
present management this season has 
been Lauritz Melchior, who switched 


from NBC to Columbia. Both these 
organizations will not admit guaran- 
teeing an artist anything to procure 
his services, but a number of singers 
and instrumentalists in the upper 
brackets have told of certain mini- 
mum guarantees being made by 
them. 

In Melchior’s case NBC was sup- 
posedly peeved since he switched to 
Columbia despite the fact that NBC 
had tripled its original guarantee to 
him. 

WGN still remains the only major 
outfit which does not give guaran- 
tees, due to policy. 


Problem of Guarantees 


The problem of guarantees has be- 
come increasingly serious but most 
organizations write off possible losses 
on artists against the prestige gained 
in having the artists on their rosters. 

Columbia has added the following: 
Florence Kirk, soprano; Mona Paulee, 
contralto; Kurt Baum, tenor; Emery 
Darcy, tenor; Lauritz Melchior, 
tenor; Edward Roechner, baritone; 
Morley and Gearhart, duo-pianists; 
Firkusy, pianist; Hilde 
Somer, pianist; Arthur Le Blanc, 
violinist; Erno Valasek, violinist; Bal- 
let Russe de Monte Carlo, Melchior 














however, and mustn’t be so intent | 


on mechanieal perfection as to lose 
warmth in his playing. 





RUTH DIEHL 
Lyric Soprano 
Town Hail, N. Y., Jan. 5, 1941 

Ruth Diehl, soprano, has a small 
lyric voice of good quality which 
she uses with care and discretion, 
but her top tones spread and are 
insufficiently supported. Interpre- 
tatively she was excellent. Eddy. 





EDNA BELGIUM 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1941 

Edna Belgium, youthful pianist, 
displayed a clear, ringing tone and 
ample knowledge of her music (al- 
most all classic), but she failed to 
work up a communicative emotional 
warmth in her audience. 

Too much technical work, not 
enough heart behind her fingers, was 
the answer to her recital. 





EUGENE GASH 
Pianist 
Town Hall, N. Y., Jan. 11, 1941 
Eugene Gash still has a long road 
to travel. The young man possesses 
abundant technique, ample power 
and reserve, but his Playing varies 
so frequently from bad fingering and 
sloppy rhythms to excellent tone as 
to make one wonder just what is 
wrong. 
He has the stuff. though, but needs 
first to overcome the aforementioned 
eccentricity. Eddy. 


ee 


|and Astrid Varnay, as a special duo 
attraction; Paul Draper and Larry 
Adler, tap dancer and harmonica 
player; Robert and Gaby Casadesus, 
duo pianists, and Salvatore Bacca- 
loni and Co., consisting of Florence 
George, soprano; Elizabeth Wysor, 


Petroff, baritone, and Lorenzo Al- 
vari, bass, in operatic concerts. 
Those dropped by Columbia, some 
of whom have already caught on 
with other organizations, are Wini- 
fred Cecil, soprano; Harriet Henders, 
seprano; Ilona Massey, soprano; 
Marion Talley, soprano; Rosa Ten- 
toni, soprano; Elen Longone, con- 
tralto; Ernest McChesney, tenor; 
Wilbur Evans, baritone; Malcolm and 
|Godden, duo-pianists; Joseph Schu- 
ster, cellist; Simon Barer, 
Emile Baume, pianist; 





Amparo 


|Iturbi, pianist; Peter Lozanich, pian- | 


ist; Arnold Belnick, Mar- 
jorie Edwards, violinist, 


Coolidge String Quartet. 


violinist; 
and 


Artists Service list are Licia Al- | 
banese, soprano; Mary Bowen, so- 
prano; Vivian Della Chiesa, soprano; 
|Jean Dickenson, soprano; Dorothy 


| Kirsten, soprano; Polyna Stoska, so- | 


prano; Michael Bartlett, tenor; Mal- 
colm Hiltz, tenor; Rene Maison, 
tenor; Nicola Moscona, bass; Gerhard 
Pechner, bass; Isaac Stern, violinist; 
Janos Scholz, cellist; Adele Marcus, 
pianist; Albert Hirsh, pianist; Franz 
Rupp, pianist; Karl Schnabel, pian- 
ist; the Curtis String Quartet, Rene 
Le Roy, flutist; Ballet Theatre, Phila- 
delphia Opera Co., Carmen Amaya, 
dancer; Jacques Cartier, 
Theatre.’ 

Those dropped by National include 
Anne Jamison, soprano; Kerstin 
Thorborg, contralto; Frank Chap- 
man, baritone; John Gurney, bass; 





Herbert Janssen, baritone; Poldi 
| Mildner, pianist; Beveridge Webster, 
| Pianist, and the Original Ballet 
Russe. 


contralto; Franco Perulli, tenor; Ivan | 


pianist; | 


the | 


Added to the National Concert and | 


‘One-Man | 


Leigh Deal With Morini Opens Up 
10,000 New Concert Qutlets; Gets 
Columbia Lecture Bureau From MCA 





STEVENS TO COAST 
FOR FILM HUDDLE 


Walter Szurovy, agent-husband of 
Rise Stevens; Rudolf Polk, his 
} partner and Columbia Concert Corp. 
| West Coast representative, and Miss 
Stevens return to California today 
(Wednesday). The Met mezzo will 
go into a huddle with Metro on her 
next film, while Szurovy, having 
obtained film representation of a 


number of artists, will attempt to 
place them with studios. 

Among the people he represents 
are Lauritz Melchior, Lily Pons, 
Jascka Heifetz, Paul Robeson, 
Viadimir Horowitz and Miss Stevens. 
Polk is representing Salvatore Bac- 
caloni, Met basso-buffo, for films. 


MET 886 IN 7TH 
WK: FOR LOSS 
OF $2,000 


The Metropolitan Opera Co.’s 
seventh week of the season ending 
Monday (12) saw the company in the 
red for approximately $2,000 on an 


$88,000 gross for eight performances 
out of a possible $113,000. 














The week’s” grosses: Monday 
| (5), ‘Barber of Seville’ grossed $11,- 
000, loss, $1,000; Wednesday (7), 


‘Nozze di Figaro,’ $7,500, loss, $4,500; 
Thursday (8), ‘Fille Du Regiment,’ 
$13,500, profit, $1,500; Friday after- 
noon (9), “Tosca’ (benefit), $10,000, 
profit, $1,000; Friday evening (9), 
‘Lohengrin,’ $13,000, profit, $1,000; 
Saturday afternoon (10), ‘Magic 
Flute,’ $14,000, profit, $2,000; Satur- 
day evening (10), ‘Rigoletto,’ $10,000, 
profit, $1,000 ($4.40 top); Monday 
(12), ‘Rosenkavalier,’ $9,000, loss, 
$3,000. 


SALMAGGI OPERA FINE 








Alfredo Salmaggi’s Saturday night 
}opera at the Academy of Music, 
| Brooklyn, at a $1 top has grossed 
| $21,000 in 14 performances since its 
start last Oct. 11, including last Sat- 
|urday (10). This is approximately 
|an 85% attendance. 

Seating capacity of the Academy is 
2.207, allowance being made for 200 
standees. 





PORTLAND FROST-TINTED 


Niteries Off—Don Cossacks Score 
With ‘Star Spangled Banner’ 





Portland, Ore., Jan. 13. 





Portland entertainment business 
was severely cramped this week 
when the city was blanketed in a 


heavy coat of ice. The worst silver 
|thaw in years isolated many Port- 
landers in their homes for the 
greater part of the week. Many resi- 
| dents found it necessary to let them- 
| selves down their steps on ropes. 
| Cars were kept in garages, bus serv- 
| ice was hours slow and taxis couldn’t 
| make all their calls. 
For the past six weeks nitery busi- 
| ness has been slipping, patronage 
| being about half of what it was be- 
|fore the war. First the blackouts, 
\ then the holiday season and finally 
| the weather has kept people home. 
| Despite the silver thaw, however, 
| Serge Jaroff’s Don Cossack Chorus 
| played to a full house in the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium Sunday afternoon 
(11) at a 2:30 matinee concert, gross- 
ing $2,500. They sang ‘The Star 
Spangled Banner’ in English for the 
| first time and received an ovation 
| from the audience. 

Service men were admitted for 
40c. even for the best seats on the 
| lower floor. Students were also ad- 
mitted at the reduced price. 


21G AT BKLYN ACAD. | 


. 


W. Colston Leigh agency, largest 
lecture outfit in the country, in two 
deals in the past week (1) entered 
the concert field via an arrange- 
ment with Albert Morini Artist 
Management Office, and (2) greatly 
enlarged the scope of its gab clien- 
tele by acquiring the Columbia 
Lecture Bureau. 

Morini deal takes on wide im- 
portance in that it opens more than 
10,000 new outlets for concert tal- 
ent. Leigh has contact with that 
many organizations, regular buyers 
of lecturers, and it is his intention 
to additicnally sell concert names to 
many of these groups. 

Leigh’s arrangement with Morini 
is not exclusive and he will likely 
make similar arrangements with 
other concert artist managements, 
He stressed yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he has no intention of invading 
the community concert field domi- 
nated by Columbia Concerts ($2,- 
500,000 annual gross) and NBC 
($1,800,000 annual gross), but will 
open new outlets to singers and in- 
strumentalists. 

Arrangement with Morini is for 
him and Leigh to agree on a price 
that Leigh will pay for an artist. 
Leigh then offers that artist to his 
clients at his own price, getting the 
difference between his buying and 
selling price. Thus, Leigh is not 
acting as an agent, but as a re- 
tailer. 

While Leigh’s average price on 
artists is around $150 per date, as 

(Continued on page 42) 





LITTLEFIELD 


BALLET FOLDS 


The Catherine Littlefield Ballet 
Co., organized a half dozen years 
ago, is being disbanded for the 
duration of the war. The draft has 
taken 13 of the 15 men dancers and 
the other two have received notices 
to report. 

Organization has been composed 
of 30 female, 15 male dancers and a 
sympkony orchestra of 20. During 
the past few months the troupe ap- 
peared with the Chicago Civic 
Opera Co. 


Opera in English Has 
Edge Over Renditions 
Given in Foreign Tongues 











Disproving a popular theory that 





opera in English is a rarity, a na- 
tional survey shows that there are 
124 organizations in the U. S. giving 
performances of grand opera and 


|that 72 operas in 1941 were given by 
'them in English as against only 51 


in a foreign language. The sur- 
vey included professional, commer- 


cial, civic, educational and amateur 


groups. 

The major organizations in the 
U. S. usually give the performance 
in the operas’ original tongues, while 
the smaller ones prefer them in 
English. 





‘Chapman Quits Singing, 


Devotes Self to Managing 





Frank Chapman, baritone-husband 
of Gladys Swarthout, has retired 
from professional singing, at least 
temporarily, to devote himself to the 
managerial! end of the concert and 
operatic business. 

Chapman has been afflicted with 
a severe nasal condition for the past 
several seasons, and this year found 
him almost completely retired. 


Belly Ballet 


Toronto, Jan. 13. 
Character soloist with the Volkoff 
Ballet here, Cliff Toner has joined 





the Canadian army as a chef. 

In addition to his dance duties, 
| Toner was also business manager of 
j the Volkoff Ballet. 
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Disk Reviews 





Band Bookings 











counter seller. 
singing again but not as well. 





Best Release of the Week: 


Freddy Martin: ‘Until Stars Fall Down’—'Tis Autumn’ (Blue. 11393). 

‘Stars,’ simple ballad melody, is by far one of Martin's best recordings. 
It’s arranged and played with excellent taste and will be a hot box and 
Clyde Rogers vocals first rate. 


Reverse is good, too, Rogers 








Harry James: ‘Devi! Sat Down and? 


the Sun Shines, 
James hits solid 


Cried’—Wait ‘Til 
Nellie’ (Col. 36466). 


box groove on first, arrangement of | 
a spiritual that should hit good sales | 
| Will Bradley and Ray McKinley 
| will definitely sever their partner-| Biyegeld, W. Va.: 21, Arena, Beck- 
| ship 
llowing a few one-nighters that have 


stride, but reverse has best box wal- 
lop. James has been very successful 
so far with standards and this is an- 
other in path he’s digging to jackpot. 
Clean musically, tempo is moderately 
rhythmic and leader’s trumpet is 
muted. Vocalist is unbilled. 





Sammy Kaye: ‘Remember 


| 
Dick | and continue work under the Wil- 
Haymes and Helen Forrest do weve | 

current outfit. 
Pear! | decided 





‘Bradley-McKinley Parting 
Set for February 


in the Bradley orchestra fol- 


been booked for mid-February. Mc- 


Kinley will build a band of his own | 


liam Morris agency, which books the 
Bradley is still un- 


whether he will continue 


9 . onnre | * » le oy > . + ¥: ; 
Harbor’—Dear Mom’ (Victor 27738). | leading the latter, or return to radio 


Kaye is first with patriotic tune. 


‘Pearl Harbor’ is sock for boxes and/|ing before 
counters with its march tempo and | hankers to 
It’s chorused, and will| family rather than be on the road. 


rousing lyric. 
hit strong immediate sale, but re- | 
verse will go further. Exceptionally 
clever and understanding lyric about 
a soldier’s letter home, fitted to good 
melody, tune is a outstanding bet. 
Alan Foster vocals pleasantly. 





Benny Goodman: ‘Ev’rything I 
Love’—‘Winter Weather’ (Okeh 
6576). It’s been some time since 
Goodman teed up such a strong pop 
and his lightly rhythmic handling of 
‘Love’ is a solid box possibility. Ar- 
rangement and playing is neat and 
Peggy Lee’s vocalling sells. Leader’s 
clarinet is in usual tasteful stride. | 
Reverse is moderate jump version of | 
good tune which also packs a box 
punch. It’s well played, with various 
solos and vocals by Miss Lee and Art 
London helping swell the total. 


Gienn Miller: ‘Moonlight Cocktail’ 








-— ‘Happy in Love’ (Blue. 11401). | 


studio work, which he had been do- 
becoming a leader. He 
remain home with his 


Parting will take place after the 
band completes a few one-nighters 
booked to follow a stand at Valley 
Dale, Columbus, O., beginning Jan. 
20. 





On the Upbeat 


Kenny Baker shifted recording 
affiliation from Victor to Decca. 











Kay Doyle, former Claude Thorn- 
hill vocalist, is now with George 
Harris crew at Rio Casino, Boston. 





John Parasca, 18, drummer in 
Johnny Green’s orchestra, Youngs- 
town has joined the U. S. Marines. 





Cootie Williams, trumpeter, last 
with Benny Goodman, is rehearsing 


Miller finally seems to have lost his| his new band in New York. 


tune trouble; of late he’s been dig- 
ging ’em up consistently. ‘Moonlight’ 
looks like a big ballad hit, a fine 
melody given a commercial polish by 
well-written arrangement played 
with smooth pep. Ray Eberle and 
Modernaires vocal. There’s a long 
sax solo late. Reverse is from mu- 
sical ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ fair. Marion Hut- 
ton vocals in moderate tempo. 





Roy Noble: ‘It Ins’t a Dream Any- 
more’—‘Magic Magnolias’ (Col. 36467). 
Noble deserves a lot of credit. Few 
bands could do such a thorough job 
of rhythmically kicking a strong bal- 
lad around. Side is shorter than 
ywsual and you should hear the way 
it’s ended. It’s a makeshift, corny 
arrangement and waste of good ma- 
terial. Noblemen vocal. By compari- 


son reverse, which is only fair, 
sounds good. Snooky Lanson vocals 
dully. 





Bud Abbott-Lou Costello: ‘Laugh, 
Laugh, Laugh’ (two sides) (Victor 
7737). Comedy team’s initial at- 
tempt at pop recording in a string 
of talk-sung gags hooked together by 
melody sung by Sportsmen and 
played by Lou Bring’s orchestra. 
Covering both sides, the dialog isn’t 





Henry King replaces Frankie Mas- 
ters at Benjamin Franklin hotel, 
Phila., tomorrow night (Thurs.). 





Howard Jones, recently closed at 


(14) at Totem Pole, 
Mass., for four days. 


Auburndale, 





Dizzy Gillespie, colored trumpeter 
recently with Charlie Barnet, joined 
Benny Carter’s band at Famous 
Door, N. Y. 





Bob Haymes, formerly with Bob 
Chester, joined Orrin Tucker band. 
Replacement for Bonnie Baker, soon 
to leave, not yet set. 





Muggsy Spanier changing both 
vocalists. Edythe Harper, once with 
him, replaces Jeanie Ryan. Jerry 
Scott vice Dick Stone. 





Bubbles Becker returned to Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, for fifth en- 
gagement there in a year, replacing 
the Tommy Flynn outfit. 





Charlie Laun has opened at Oasis, 
Pittsburgh, replacing Benny Burton, 
who goes to New Hillcrest, Pitt, with 





especially bright and some of it is 
familiar. Platter will undoubtedly 


Marty Svhramm moving out for one- 


get counter play on strength of film | ishters. 


names, but future releases will have 
to be improved if A & C figure to 
eut any ice on wax. 








King Sisters: ‘Someone's Rocking 
Dreamboat’—We’re Couple in Castle’ 
(Blue. 11398). First release of po- 

(Continued on page 42) 





Mel Adams Into Army 


Margaret Hartigan, in charge of 
RCA-Victor’s Reviewer’s Service at 
home plant in Camden, N. J., will 
double between those duties and Mel 
Adams’ Victor publicity post in New 
York when the latter goes into the 
Army in about two weeks. 
enlisted. 





Miss Hartigan will spend half the | returning to school this fall. 


week in each job. 


j 
| 
Tommy Tucker: ‘Moonlight Cock- | 
tail’— I Said No’ (Okeh 6526). Tucker | 
makes good use of ‘Moonlight,’ though | 
it isn’t up to Glenn Miller's version. | 
His following on counters and in ma- 
chines will go solidly for the lead 
clarinet style which constitutes a 
smooth, commercial job highlighted 
by a good Voices Three vocal. Re- 
verse, a strong, current novelty, has 
better releases to buck also, but in 
itself is a saleable item. Amy Ar- 
nell handles words in waltz tempo. 





Phil Spitalny opens week’s engage- | 


ment at Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, 
Friday (16) and will be followed by 
Cab Calloway. Maurice Spitalny orch 
goes into Green’s, Pittsburgh, Jan. 
26 for two weeks, succeeding Jimmy 
oy. 





Joy Snody, Toledo, 19, has joined 
the George Duffy orchestra, and 
will be known as Joyce Perry for 
professional services, the last name 


{in honor of the Commodore Perry 


Hotel, Toledo, where Duffy has had 
three successful engagements. 





Eddie Welch, pianist and accor- 
dionist, and Gene Percival, saxo- 
phone, have ioined Ray St. Clair’s 
orchestra playing in the Rainbow 
Room of the Willard Hotel, Toledo. 
Elmer Schalitz has joined Tyle Gaf- 
field’s orchestra at Kin Wah Low’s, 
Toledo. 





Charlie Fisk, bandleader, signed a 
new personal management agreement 
with Nick Porozoff, advance man for 
Russ Morgan. Fisk and his band of 
12 came out of the University of Mis- 
souri last spring. Although most 


Adams | band members were undergrads, or 


even.teen agers, lads decided against 
Fisk 


Boston’s Hotel Statler, opens tonight 





Sammy Kaye, Jan. 19, Lyric thea- 


tre, Bridgeport, Conn.; 22, Totem 
Pole. Auburndale, Mass.; 23, State 
theatre. Hartford, Conn.; 26, Ply- 


mouth theatre, Worcester, Mass.; 30, 
week. Earle theatre, Washington; 
Feb. 13. Palace theatre, Cleveland; 
|20. Shubert theatre, Cincinnati; 27, 
Paramount theatre, Toledo. 
| Jack Melton, Jan. 23, Grande B., 
| Detroit. 
| Jimmy Mackenzie, 
Mirror, Baltimore. 
Ella Fitzgerald, Jan. 17, Textile 
Hall, Greenville, S. C.; 18, City Aud., 
Aheville, N. C.; 19, Memorial Aud., 
Raleigh, N. C.; 20, Hill Billy Barn, 


Jan. 23, Blue 


lley, W. Va.; 22, Palais Royal, Nor- 
| folk, Va.; 23, Mosque, Richmond, 
| Va.; 24, Keith’s Roof, Baltimore. 

| Inkspots, Feb. 6-7, Palace theatre, 
| Peoria, Ill.; 8, Rialto ‘theatre, Joliet, 
Ill.; 9, Orpheum theatre, Madison, 
Wis.; 10-11, Coronado theatre, Rock- 
| ford, Ill; 12, Palace theatre, South 
| Bend, Ind. 

Erskine Hawkins, Feb. 6, week, Re- 
gal theatre, Chicago; 13, Memorial 
Aud., Dayton, O.; 14, Sunset Terrace, 
Indianapolis; 15, Indiana Roof, In- 
dianapolis; 16, Dixie Land Gardens, 
Lexington, Ky. 

Will Bradley, Jan. 17, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown, Pa.; 18, Arena, Tren- 
ton, N. J. 

Ted Lewis, Jan. 24, IMA Aud., 
Flint, Mich.; 26, Aud., Burlington, Ia.; 
31, Blossom Heath B., Oklahoma City. 
Chico Marx, Jan. 29, week, Cen- 
tral theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Frankie Masters, Jan. 17, Aud., 
Saginaw, Mich.; 18, Eastwood Park, 
Detroit; 19, Columbia theatre, Erie, 
Pa.; 20, Library theatre, Warren, Pa.; 
21, Columbia theatre, Sharon, Pa.; 
23, four days, Strand theatre, Brook- 
lyn, 





Washington a Dud 
Town Heretofore, 


Now Good Date 


Washington, Jan. 13. 

Heretofore a lifeless town so far as 
name bands on location go, Washing- 
ton is awakening with the jamming 
in of war workers to that area. 
Newest spot to go for name talent is 
the Del Rio Club, which tees off more 
expensive bands with Dick Stabile 
Jan. 27 for four weeks. Roosevelt 
hotel room, being remodeled and en- 
larged by owner Maria Kramer, who 
also owns the Edison and Lincoln 
hotels, New York, may open next 
week with Tony Pastor, but it’s not 
set. 

Only other spots in town with any- 
thing like name musicians is the 
Cariton hotel, with Joe Sudy, and 
Wardman Park, with Layton Bailey. 


Glaser-MCA Deal In Effect 


Joe Glaser’s deal with Music Corp. 
of America whereby Glaser gave 
MCA booking privileges on his white 
bands has been completed. Various 
departments at the agency have re- 
ceived orders to proceed setting dates 
| for Les Brown, Glenn Garr and Don 
| Bestor, Glaser’s only white bands, 
therefore the only ones involved. 

In exchange Glaser gets booking 
| privileges on all of MCA’s colored 
| properties, when they are available 
for work. MCA handles Hattie Mc- 
| Daniel, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, 
Maxine Sullivan, Golden Gate Quar- 
tet, John Kirby, and Benny Carter. 
| In addition Glaser has colored names 
of his own, Lionel Hampton, Andy 
Kirk, Louis Armstrong, Stuff Smith. 

Hampton had been booked by 
MCA until a few weeks ago, but 
Glaser is now doing it himself, 




















Sam Lutz Reps Courtney 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 

Sam Lutz has taken another or- 
chestra under his wing for personal 
management, last week signaturing 
to rep the Del Courtney orchestra, 
current in the Continental Room of 
the Stevens hotel. 

In addition to Courtney orchestra, 
Lutz also handles the Lou Breese 
orchestra and the Pinky Tomlin ag- 
gregation. 





Billy Bisset has changed his name 
to Billy Bishop. Currently at South- 





i himself is 23, patriarch of the band.! ern Mansion, Kansas City. 


COLLEGE RHYTHM 





Georgia Studes’ Tastes Are More Varied; Spivak, 
Pastor, Bob Crosby, Dorseys, Miller, Kyser Tops 





Se ————— 





Se 





Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes ag re. 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 
given further instructions as to what is to be said nor how. 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 
These 


articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the 
expressed opinions being their own. 

‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders q 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive, 








—————___ 


By Harley Bowers, ’42 


(Editor, ‘The Red and Black’) 


Athens, Ga., Jan. 13. 
Students of the University of Geor- 
gia, who form one of the most crit- 
ical student groups in the south, take 
their music seriously, whether on 
jukeboxes and radio or when or- 
chestras are being chosen for the big 


dances. Enthusiasm rules supreme 
during each weekend when dances 
are being held and they have to be 
good to please this student body. Any 
orchestra that receives the approval 
of 75% of the students merits his ‘G’. 

Georgia students usually will not 
accept an orchestra until it has 
thoroughly proven itself topnotch— 
and then they don’t believe it until 
they’ve been satisfied by actual per- 
formance. Bands in the east often 
may be considered tops but still will 
not be given a tumble by Georgia 
students. 

Spivak a Local Wow 

The only orchestra to gain favor 
here in a comparatively short time 
was Charlie Spivak’s. Chosen for 
Little Commencement dances last 
year, it gave a sensational perform- 
ance, Pleased with this experiment, 
the Pan Hellinic heads chose Tony 
Pastor, with an orchestra just a little 
over a year old, for the home-coming 
dances which were held Nov. 21 and 
22. 

But enough for the general likes 


and dislikes of the student body. 


Let’s get down to the actual favorit- 
ism shown for styles and bands. 
Georgia students like their music 
varied, from sweet swing to fast 
jive. 

For actual -appearances, Glenn 
Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Kay Kyser 
and Charlie Spivak are unanimous 
favorites. In the past five years all 
these bands have performed here and 
were so popular that return book- 
ings within the next year or two 
are very likely. Serious threats to 
the leaders are Benny Goodman's 
new organization and Bob Crosby; 
both are plenty swingo and are col- 
orful performers. 

On the jukeboxes, wow, what a 
list! Few campus juke organs carry 
the same tunes and any tune has to 
be good to last long. However, Geor- 
gia students believe in the old say- 





ing of once a leader, always a leader, 
and when a record becomes tops, it 
remains that way for several months, 

Favorites on the pick-and-punch 
organs are Glenn, Tommy, Benny 
and Kay—and we don’t mean Swing 
’n’ Sway Kaye. Their records num- 
ber three or four to each box. 

Jukes Get a Great Play 

Jukeboxes at individuai chapter 
houses have a wide variety of music 
with very few bands slighted. Stu. 
dents play the records of Miller, 
Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey, Benny 
Goodman the majority of the time, 
and have other records for the pur- 
pose of making an impression. The 
jealousy between houses, which 
ranges on any subject, keeps the 
record companies in business, be- 
cause the record buyers get almost 
every record in an effort to please 
everyone, 

The one band that tops them all on 
this campus is Glenn Miller, Any 
record made by Miller will be 
given a try and should it happen 
that the recording isn’t tops. Georgia 
students are so prejudiced in his 
favor that they still would think it 
was the best. In every campus vote 
for band favorites, Miller wins, and 
if it were possible, the student body 
would like to have him perform here 
every year. 

Another band destined for a pleas- 
ant reception at Georgia is Bob 
Crosby. He has one of the best 
swing orchestras in the _ business 
today, for Georgia, and there are 
numerous students who would like 
to have him for dances. Another or- 
chestra that has gained popularity 
here within the last year is Jan 
Savitt, mainly on the strength of his 
performance at Homecoming dances 
last year. Georgia students now rate 
him as a comer, 

The only colored orchestra that re- 
ceived any recognition is Erskine 
Hawkins, who has quite a few pop- 
ular recordings on the jukeboxes. 
His most popular were ‘Green Grass’ 
and ‘Cherry.’ 

Georgia students love their danc- 
ing and only football can get them 
more excited or enthused. They take 
their music “seriously and really be- 
lieve in that thing called swing. 

(Next week: Northwestern) 





Inside Stu 1—Orchestras 








George ‘Pee-Wee’ Erwin’s recently organized band has broken up and 
he has gone to Texas with one or two key men to rebuild. He has a yeal’s 
contract with Frederick Bros.’ booking agency. 

Bobby Burns, former manager of Tommy Dorsey’s band, who had been 
managing Erwin while connected with Cork O’Keefe in New York, has left 
both affiliations and is now road manager with Charlie Spivak’s outfit, now 


at the Pennsylvania hotel, New York. 





Harry Moss, head of Music Corp. 


of America one-night department, 


took over new duties as well as retaining his old last week, the increase 


all around being without title. 


MCA’s statement on the boost, by Sonny Werblin, explains that ‘Beside 
supervising one-night schedules Moss will concern himself with servicing 
present and added locations, in addition to promoting budding band talent. 
Latter doesn’t mean building new bands, rather it pertains to increasing 
the value of current young MCA properties, 





Dick George, financier and personal manager of the new Bob Allen band, 
is eastern sales manager of the Emerson Glass Corp., of Jamestown, N. ; 
He’s a former musician, having been with Paul Ash when the latter orig+- 
nated a stage band policy in San Francisco and was at one of two pianos 
of the Ross-Gorman band when Paul Whiteman took over years a0. Te 


Fio-Rito was at the second piano. 





Jimmy Dorsey's band and the film ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ came 
within a few hundred dollars of cracking the Strand theatre, New York's, 
modern b.o, record the first week. Show pulled slightly over $55,000 om 


the week, 


Dorsey and ‘Dinner’ opened New Year’s Day for three weeks. 





Forewarned of a shortage of cork for such unnecessary things as batons, 
Sammy Kaye recently laid in a stock of 15,000 cork-handled wands that 
he gives away as momentos to contestants in his ‘So You Want to Lead 4 





Band’ idea. 
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ARMY OFFBEATS DANCEME 





Glenn Miller’s ‘Choo Choo’ Hits 
000,000 Mark in Disc Output 
And May Become All-Time High 





+ 
Glenn Miller’s recording of ‘Chat- 


tanooga Choo-Choo’ became the 
heaviest selling RCA-Victor disc 
since Gene Austin’s ‘My Blue 


Heaven’ last week when the com- 
pany’s Camden, N. J., plant turned 
out the 1,000,000th pressing of the 
tune. There’s much indecision 
among executives as to whether it 
becomes the best selling record of | 
all time, some expressing the | 
thought that an Okeh release of 1925) 
went much higher. 

The opinion of what records were | 
the industry’s heaviest sellers and | 
what year was best for sales seems to 
be divided among various company 
officials. While some are quite cer-}| 
tain that both 1929 and 1928 turned | 
out a higher yearly total than 1941)! 
others are just as certain that the) 
past year’s as yet uncounted total of 
between 115,000,000 and 120,000,000 
was the best of all time. 

The pressing of ‘Chattanooga’ 
marked as the 1,000.000th by Victo1 
will be auctioned off Jan. 30 at the) 
Waldorf hotel, N. Y.  President’s | 
Birthday Ball and the proceeds will | 
go to benefit the Paralysis Fund 

While Miller’s recording of ‘Choo- 
Choo’ j the most cutstanding In 
years, his overall sales for 1941 was 
Sands. Tommy Dor- 
surpassed him and 





topped by othe 
Victor 
Jimmy Dorsey was the biggest selle: 
of all on Decca 
5,000,000 dises sok : 
First five best sellers for 1941 on 
each of the five major label: 
follows Only the side 
counted for sales is listed, except in 
several in where both sides 
were equally potent, which is 


+ 
aaa «A 


which ac- 


tances 
rare, 


Decca 


‘Maria Elena’—Green_ Eves’ 


Jimmy Dorsey 


‘Amapola’—Jimmy Dorsey. 
New San Antonio Rose’—Bing 
Cro by. 


‘Apple Blossom Time’—Andre\ 
Sisters 


‘Do I Worry’—Java Jive’—Ink- 
spots. 
Victor 
‘Daddy’—Sammy Kaye 
"VY ¢ Indeed Tommy Dorsev 
‘This Love of Mine’—Tommy 
Dorsey 
‘Oh Look At Me Now’—Tommys 
Dorsey 


‘Maria Elena’—Wayne King. 
‘Stardust’—Artie Shaw. 


L_ ~ Bluebird 


‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’ — Glenn 
Miller, 
‘Piano Concerto’—Freddy Martin 
‘Elmer's Tune’—Glenn Millet 
“Hut-Sut Song’—Freddy Martin. 
‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy’—Glenn 
Mille: 


rm 


\ Columbia 


‘I Don’t Want Set World on Fire 
—Horace Heidt 
‘You Made Me Love You'—Ha 


James 
‘Intermezzo’—Benn\ 

"Til Reveille’-—Kay Kvyse1 

“Maria Elena’- Eddy Duchin 


| Okeh 


‘I Don’t Want Set World on Fire’ | 
—Tommy Tucker. 

‘Elmer's Tune’—Dick Jurgens. 

Let Me Off Uptown’—Gene 


C,oodman 


‘Joltin’ Joe 
Brown. 


‘Intermezzo’—Charlie Spivak. 


DiMaggio’ -— Les 


Closed Through Lent 


a Lincoln, Jan. 13. 
King’s ballroom, once weekly op- 
eration here, has closed until after | 
*nt, according to the usual custom 
of its manager, J. Clair Lanning. | 
a for the place comes in the 
| r, when it’s run in connection 
With Capito] Beach, the amusement 
Dark, s 





PHILLY 


iception of one man. 


Band for Races 
Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

The new race track now under 
construction near Camden, N. J., 
will have a band regularly em- 
ployed to play music between 
races—to soothe the nerves of the 
$2 bettors as they're tearing up 
their pari-mutuel tickets. 

Local 77, AFM, last week set 
up a scale for tooters at the 
track—$50 per man per week for 
four hours daily, six days week- 
ly; $60.per_man per week, five 
hours daily. The leader is to get 


A. FM. 
OKAYS DISCS 
ANTHEM 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13 


local. of the Musicians 








The Philly 


union last week okaved the ise ol 
recordings ol the Star Spangled 
Banner’ in Philly theatre The lo- 


cal made it position clear after 
Mrs Franklin D. Roosevelt § an- 
nounced in her column that she re- 
fused to cross a picket line in front 
of a New York theatre. The pickets 
were protesting the use of record- 
ings instead of employing musicians 
We haven't adopted 
here, said A. Rex 
tary of the local 


uch a stand 
Ri Ci rdi, secre- 


Playing our Na- 


tional Anthem in these times is a 
patriotic dutv and we don't care 
nowW $ I yea n P} lia elphia a 
ong ? e p ic Ne I 


Advertising Lads Indulge 
An Esoteric Enthusiasm 


For Mr. Fats Waller 


themselves to guarantee any losses 
that might be incurred solely be- 
cause enthusiasm for the 
pianist’a work Maury Gaffney pro- 


. T + - x 
motion manager of Marketing Serv- 


of thei 


ice mag and former CBS copy 

ite Pa S I art direct f 
K & | i hy] R 

‘ F < 
| (36 | ( 20 
haa I ri 
CBS I } 
he _ e ’ + +) 
rhe ‘ e Hal a 
g, ft é 

" ( Lifte y ki 
ae in ( h affa Vii 
1 f f r 
numbers he has written, that is he 
will play blues, pop stuff, sp rituals 


}etc., but tune selections in each cate- 
i gory { 


will be made on the stage. No 
formal program of certain melodie: 
has been arranged. In short, he'll 
work without music, playing what- 
ever pops into his mind as long as 
it conforms with pre-arranged segre- 
gation of musical moods. An organ 
recital by him is also scheduled. 

In addition to Waller the commit- 
tee has rounded up the original Chi- 
cagoans jazz orchestra, with the ex- 
Gene Krupa 
drums; Max Kaminsky, trumpet; 
Eddie Condon, guitar; Bud Freeman. 
tenor sax; Pee Wee Russell, clarinet, 
formed-the outfit and will be on tap 
James Lanigan, bassist with the Chi- 
cago Symphony, is the missing man 
He can't it. Trumpeter ‘Lips’ 
Page will fill in 


make 


BEVERLY TWIN 
DRAFT-BLITZED 


Many Key Men Likely to Go 
Into Uniform With Conse- 
quent Realignments and 
Possible Raids for Those 


Remaining for Hire 
MANY KNOW DATES 


Army draft boards during last few 
| weeks have called up a long list of 
musicians, including many who had 
been inducted and released as over 
28. Only last week Don Matteson, 
trombonist with Jimmy Dorsey when 
he was originally called, was re- 
called from work with Charlie Bar- 
net. Jack Leonard, solo vocalist 
}on records and p.a.’s since leaving 

Tommy Dorsey, is also back in the 
|ranks after two months of civilian 
life. 

In addition to the number of men 
already taken there is a flock of 
others who have definitely been 
marked and know the date they’re 
to be inducted. Virtually all of the 
|top flight bands have already lost 
or expect to lose some men. Claude 
|Trornhill figures to lose 
trombone Jimmy Dorsey expects 
There have been re- 
ports in the East that Tommy 
Dorsey may be shorn of Ziggy El- 
Buddy Rich, 


lye lo at 
panas spark- 





to miss three 


man, trumpeter, and 
drummer, two of his 
Beverly Twins band, 
outfit composed of seven set of twins 
is the first known to be broken up by 
the Army. Seven of the 14 are in 
ervice 

Even leaders have been mentioned 
as possibilities for a uniform. Both 
Eddy Duchin and Orrin Tucker are 


there are 


novelty 


plugs 


expected candidates and 
everal 


status for 


keeping quiet about 


fear of 


others 
their disturbing 
bookings already set. 
‘B’ Group 
‘When the Army settles into high 
year and really begins making in- 


roads on ‘good men tl 


to be a recurrence of the salary- 
bo n ‘raiding of a few years 
igo Of course inducing a good 


man to quit one band and join an- 


) € Va S 0 mm oO Ss ne € 
t ) oO ¢ oO ( en 
t I é ere ! re 
) € il i i 
ew bal vere be g formed, sa 
aries for sidem«¢ vere pushed into 
high brackets either as an induce- 
é t to ery in vith a banda or to 
ift to a tne 
Many of the er known ‘B’ 
rounp ] probab € e because 
of the raft If the Art doesn’t 
get their men b er, more affluent 
leaders will ‘draft’ ‘em with the 
prestige of playing with a big name 
and tke lure of ore n ¢ I o 
einen ft nannen And f the é 
mnt ex € i wetne e e 
f 1 tO t € 
€ r g the 


RAYMOND SCOTT REVISES 


Changes In Band—Will Introduce 


Marjorie Collins 


) ind ] tled 
Jan. 20 opening at Valley Dale, Co- 
because he won't be 


a sched 


lumbus, O 
Remade outfit debut 
at a private party at Wilmington, 
Del., Jan. 28 Coincident with re- 
organization Scott has switched re- 
affiliations from 


ready in time 


cording Columbia 


to Decca. 


When he returns to work Scott 
will introduce as his vocalist Mar- 
iorie Collins 18-year-old singing 
proiege, who has been living with 


his family the last year and a half 
while absorbing training by the 
leader. She has been coached along 
stylized lines laid out by Scott. 





Duke Daly band switched booking 
offices from General Amusement to 
| William Morris agency. 


+ 














Anthony Eden Type 





Everything has an international 
angle nowadays. Man leaving 
the Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, 
one night last week was over- 
heard to remark, ‘That Glen 
Gray is a nifty bandleader.’ 

‘Yeah,’ enthused the 
with him, ‘he’s the 
Eden type.’ 


TIRE BLOW-OUTS 


femme 
Anthony 











ON JUMPS 


On his way into New York from 


both his | 


Hartenstine’ 
Pottstow 
Scott had 


an experience clearly indicating what 


a one-nighter at Ray 
Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pa., last week Raymond 


-nighting is in for for the dura- 


one 
tion. Unable to climb slippery hills, 
Scott lowered the pressure in his 


car's tires. One blew. out and dam- 


aged the tube beyond repair—and he 
couldn’t buy another because of the 
rationing system of both 
than double 


tubes. It took him more 


the usual running time to reach 


nN. 2 
Spal e. 


Few 


a dangerous, oft-patched 


months ago bandmen were 


about gasoline rationing 


but all their fears were based on 


nt ‘if 


ifs” Rubber rationing isn’t an 


it's a reality. And there isn’t any 
doubt about who can buy tires and 
pes Only iocto1 i bul: ce 
etc., anda ‘conveyance { nore 
10 people which me that 
to a date won't be too diffi t 
since bu es will be available But 
poses the same problem that ga 
ationing would have had it been 
definitely ordered in the East; the 
ou ters that pay admissio and 
nake dates possibdie have to rel 


rere, too, sometimes coming long 
Rubber, or the lack of it 
then becomes doubly 
lasts any 
e one-night end of the business 
ome trying tim« 


distances 
important and 


f the war length of time 


Bob Allen Into Blue 
Gardens for Buildup 


Bob Allen’s new orchestra moves 
nto a lengthy buildup stand at B 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., either J 
23 or Feb. 6. He will replace f 
Norvo, who may _ shift into 


Arcadia Ballroom, N. Y 


Before Armonk. however, Allen 
fills a week at the Roseland B.. New 
York, beginning Friday (15). Band 


is currently at Bear Mountain, N. Y 
on a novel vacation-rehearsal jaunt 
Allen rented a large house and the 
band alternates between recreation 
and work. 

Ray Englert band has replaced 
Billy Merle at Club 51, Pittsburgh, 
latter crew going to Plains Hotel in 


i Cheyenne, Wyo. ‘or indefinite stay. | 


PLENTY SERIOUS 


tires and } 


Missing Instructions All Along Line 
Gives Tommy Tucker Orchestra 
Unfortunate Intro to Army Camp 


+ 





Army officers handling gratis 
dance band dates recently arranged 
for soldier encampments by Camp 
Shows, Inc., and booking agencies 
somehow got their signals mixed last 
week and gave Tommy Tucker's 
band a tossing around. Arriving at 
ferry 





between Governor's Island, 


N. Y., and Manhattan the band was 
at first refused transportation be- 
cause the ferry crew had no orders 
and civilians are taboo without same. 
Once on the post, after a long wait, 
the band had to lug its instruments 
on a 10-minute walk to the YMCA 
Auditorium bandstand because trans- 
portation was forgotten by those in 
charge. 


Reaching their destination finally, 
but finding themselves too early 
| Tucker and some of his men entered 
the Officer’s Club to have a bite but 
were evicted before their identity 
became known. Everything was 
cleared up eventually, however, and 
the band then played its date un- 
interrupted. 


Gas, Tires an 
Few Men Cloud 


Lake Ballroom 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Jan. 13. 

Barthold, Inc., owners and 
Saylor’s 
Saylorsburg, 


Psi 


operators of nearby Lake 


Pavilion, at were a 


twice-weekly name band policy was 
naugurated last summer, entertain 
eriou ubts as to the advisability 
of attempting their proposed big 
name policy this coming summer. 
Was fairly successful last summer in 
first attempt and contemplated the 
é 4 meé i 1 i tne ¢ Lire 

r I ,' inc Y ng 

} Sundav a ' oe 0 

>] 4 it { OL) id 

a M la off 

Hows P CO iering that the 
pot lO on I iore {ror e 
e est IODU lO! cf te ane a 
vha th rationir f tire O- 
line, and auto not to mention the 
fact that hundreds of young men of 
ithe surrounding territory are n 
their country’s service the entire 


OOK a imes a mber aspect 


Tommy Dorsey Maybe 
Disking for Columbia; 


Victor Pact Ends Feb. 14 


} a Record Dorse ( act 
Victor ex ‘ Feb. 14 and be- 
cause 1e } ; bee long d atisfied 
» its term hich call for a re- 
ported $750-a-side guarantee avainst 
i royalty, he is currently talking to 


Columbia exec Manie Sachs, here 
from New York to attempt to close 
a deal and put the outfit on his 50c 


label Leonard Joy. Victor's New 
York recording director, was out 
here last week but went back east 
with t Dorsey’s renewal 

If Dorsey decides to switch over 


to Columbia it will mark the most 
outstanding shift of a major band 
from one company to another since 
Benny Goodman changed from Vic- 
tor to Columbia several years ago. 
| Dorsey last year was Victor’s top 
| band in sales, on both its Victer and 
| Bluebird labels, accounting for more 
than 3,000,000 platters. 
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Band Theatre Biz Strong; J. Dorsey 
A8G, Krupa 606, Both Sock in N.Y.; 


Spitalny 186, Philly; McCoy 206, Pitt 





Estimates for This Week 

Cab Calloway, Buffalo—(Buffalo; 
$500; 35-55). With ‘Dr. Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G). Corking $17,000, 
Calloway’s aggregation accounting 
for most of total. 

Jimmy Dorsey, New . York— 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-85-99-$1.10). 
With ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
(WB). Picture and Dorsey both 
counting for 
Current week (2d) will be rousing 
$48,000, or near that. 
slipped in for one preview Dec. 31 


‘Dinner’ was 


with outgoing show (‘You're in 
Army’-Will Osborne), with eight 
days for it being $64,500. Dorsey | 


record-breaking biz. | 


+ 
| 


Milwaukee, Jan. 13. 
WEMP for several years has broad- 
cast nightly the music of the bands 








| but doesn’t do it any more. Man- 
| agement of the downtown night spot 
| booked in Heinie and His Grenadiers, 
ace of WTMJ, as a preholiday at- 
| traction and the indie station obvi- 
ously couldn’t put its rival’s band 
'on the air, so its melody was aired 
| via its home station—WTMJ. Heinie’s 
| date ended and he was succeeded by 
ithe Mills Bros., then by Joe Sanders 
| and his band, with WTMJ continuing 
'to hold the wires. 

With WTMJ also broadcasting the 





| Hotel Schroeder Empire room pro- 


and ‘Dinner’ alone, starting Jan. 1, | grams, this station has a monopoly 


brought a first seven days’ take of | 
a little over $55,000, new high for | 
house under its present policy but 


evening prices have been boosted to , 
$1.10 from established 99c top. 


| 

Duke Ellington, Kansas City— | 
(Mainstreet; 3,040; 11-28-50). With 
‘Flying Cadets’ (U). Sturdy $5,000 
in four days, around the best for 
this abbreviated stint since house 


opened last Nov. 6 with stage-film 





policy. Shuttered after engage- 
ment. 

Erskine Hawkins, Minneapolis.. 
(Orpheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). All- 
colored show, also has Four Ink | 
Spots and othérs. With ‘Belle Starr’ | 
(20th). Extreme cokd held down | 


opening but it’s building fast and | 
pointing toward very big $17,000. 
Harry James, Brooklyn——(Strand; 
2.800: 30-40-50-55). With ‘Queen 
Murder Ring’ (Col) and Billy Rayes 
and other acts. Neat $11,000 in four 


days. 

Gene Krupa, New ‘York—(Para- 
mount: 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Dinah Shore, other acts on stage: 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) on screen | 


(3d wk). Begins third stanza today 
(Wed.) and will go at least another 
in view of smash: takings. 
week here ending last Tuesday (7) 
a sensational $93,000 was taken in, 


around $14,000 higher than has been | 


done here in six years of the hivh'y 
successful pitband policy. Second 
week through last night (Tues.) held 
pace remarkably well at $60,000, 
very socko. 

Clyde McCoy, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; °30-44-60-66). With Lu- 
cille Ball-Desi Arnaz, Hal LeRoy 
and ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO). 
Band helped by added stage names 
Very satisfactory $20,000, 
good consid freezing 
and general conditions. 

Russ Morgan, Kansas City—(Tow- 
er; 2,110; 11-30-50). With ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th). Strong $9,000, plenty 
good considering weather, 

Teddy Powell, Cincinnati—(Shu- 
bert; 2,150; 33-44-60). With ‘Glam- 
our Boy’ (Par). $11,000 
and topping the session 
here. 

Phil Spitalny, Philadelphia— 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Backed 
by ‘Playmates’ (RKO). Fair $18,000. 
Draught credits about 50-50. 

Claude Thornhill, Newark — 
(Adams; 2,000; 25-35-50-60). ‘Devil 
Pays Off’ (Rep) and Cass Daley on 
stage. Fair $13.000. 

Orrin Tucker, Boston—(RKO Bos- 
ton: 3,200: 30-35-44-@5-65 ). With 
“Wolf Man’ (U). Pay dirt at $19,000, 
with band the obvious magnet, 

Griff Williams, Chicago—(Chi- 
cago; 4,000; 35-55-75). Hefty assist- 


mighty 
weather 


ering 


Pleasing 
previous 


ance from ‘Died With Boots On’ 
(WB). Impressive $42,000, best in 
Chicago. 


= 


On first | 


on the inns regularly playing im- 
ported bands. 


SY SHRIBMAN’S 
EYE ON FUTURE 


Sy Shribman, New England band 
financier and ballroom owner, will 








apparently open, in due time, a new 
booking agency with the string of 


talent he has under his wing. Re-| 
ports that he is contemplating such 


a move in the near future are em- 
phatically denied by him, but when 
he ‘has the attractions to sell’ he will 
open an office to book them. 

| Shribman points out that the out- 


fits he is in back of financially are | 
with | 


all tied to booking contracts 
major agencies—MCA, GAC, CRA— 
and some have a while to run before 
they expire. His assertion, however, 
that he will open an agency when he 
has attractions undoubtedly means 
that the bands he controls probably 
will not resign with present affilia- 
| tions. 


Glenn Miller, Claude Thornhill, 


Krupa, Woody Herman, Tony Pastor 
and others are tied to Shribman in 
| various ways. He once before booked 
|his own bands out of a New York 


WTMJ Edges Out WEMP 
From Blatz, Milwaukee 


playing the Blatz Hotel Palm Garden, | 


Charlie Spivak, Hal MacIntyre, Gene | 


Copley-Plaza Uses Name 


Copley-Plaza hotel, Boston, goes in 
for a name band policy next week 
(21), bringing in Tommy Tucker's 
'band for a minimum of four weeks 
and possibly longer. Prior to Tuck- 
er’s booking the spot had contented 
itself with society groups and cur- 
rently features an ice floor show in 
iconjunction with Ruby Newman's 
band. 

Tucker had originally been sched- 
uled to replace Sammy Kaye at the 
Essex House, N. Y., but the date fell 
through when parties couldn't get 


| together on salary. Ray Morton, a 








comparative unknown, went in in- | 


stead. 





BLUE BARRON 
SEEKS OUT ON 
OBERSTEIN 





Dispute between bandleader Blue 
Barron and Eli Oberstein’s new 
Classic Record Co. is to be taken to 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians this week to determine 


whether Barron is tied to a record- 
| ing contract with Oberstein or is 
free to sign with Columbia Records. 
| Barron made four sides for Classic’s 
|Two Hits of the Week releases and 
was to do eight more under a formal 
contract that, however, had not been 
signed. When CRA tried to align 
| the band with Columbia Oberstein 
}warned Columbia Barron was 
| hooked up with him and frightened 
| the deal flat. 

| Oberstein claims that the un- 
signed contract between his outfit 
and Barron calls for 12 sides and op- 





tion and while it remained unsigna- | 


|tued CRA had verbally okayed the 
deal. When the Columbia 


}owed Oberstein no obligation since 
the agreement wasn’t formally 
signed. Oberstein reiterates the con- 
tract is binding because the four 
sides the band made were done un- 
der its terms. 

CRA recently had similar trouble 
| with Columbia by at first okaying a 
;contract with Columbia ffor its 
Muggsy Spanier band, then turning 
}around and signing the band with 
Decca. 





PITT NEWSMAN DOUBLES 
"AS NITE CLUB MAESTRO 


office, but at that time he had no-|} 


where near the number or caliber of 
bands now surrounding him. 


Victory Inn License Is 
Delayed, Basie Postponed 


Because the spot has so far been 
unable to secure a license to oper- 
Basie’s 


Victory Inn, 


ate, Count opening ~@ the 


New York, has 
postponed. Spot 
was to begin operation Jan. 22 at the 
former site of the Flying Trapeze 
and use name outfits in two-week 
stretches. Sam Donahue has been 
mentioned to follow Basie. 

Time left open by the Victory’s 
failure to get going has been filled 
for Basie by a week at the Royal 
theatre, Baltimore, opening Jan, 23 


new 


been indefinitely 


Uniform as Pass 
Springfield, Mass., Jan. 13. 
Mitchell Labuda, operator of the 
Butterfly Ballroom, is setting aside 
Thursday nights as ‘army night.’ 
| On that night, all uniformed men 


can come in gratis with no strings 
attached. 


| 


| Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 
| Hal Brabson can’t 
ing, so for the time being he’s 
ing his time 


divid- 
between the two of 


them. On the United Press staff here, | 


few months ago, he began rehears- 
ing a 12-piece band and 
to get his outfit an audition at a 
local nite spot, the Sky-Vue. Couple 
of weeks later, when Tommy Carlyn 
orch kad to pull out of Sky-Vue for 
a week of one-nighters, and Don 
Metz, owner, was unable to find a 
replacement, he remembered Brab- 
son and signed him up for week. 
It was okay by UP man since he 


worked in day time, and the cafe | 


job was at night. 


Saturday night (10) Carlyn final- 


ly wound up his long engagement at 


and the job there is 


Brab- 


He opened Monday (12) 


Sky-Vue 
on’s again. 
In the meantime he’s still sticking 
to the UP, waiting to learn definitely 
whether the band biz is still what 
it’s cracked up to be. 


Wick Mackey continues his an- 
'nual chore of playing at the Presi- 
dent’s Ball in Youngstown, O. His 
band has played for the dance every 
year, 


angle | 
|came along Barron claimed that he | 


make up his | 
|mind between reporting and baton- | 


managed | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 





Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)......... seeee Ae 1,900 26,775 

| Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 13 1,900 24,795 
| Val Olman*..... .-Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..... soeseees 6 450 2.800 
| Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......e..-. 38 1,525 52,650 
| Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 0 1,400 1,400 
| Vaughn Monroe’*...Commodore (400; 75c-$1)...... eens Oe 1500 18.459 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. t3 days. 


_—_ 





Chicago 


Del Courtney (Continental Room, 4.J; $1.50-$2 min.). Entering final 
month of a bang-up job off the Loop and in a room which uses only a band, 
With convention aid last week hit excellent 3,000 patrons. 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Readying to exit after having 
scored great midwest click. Built to fine 3,600 last week. Johnny ‘Scat’ 
Davis follows. 

Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Opened 
Friday (9) and looks for good stay here. Town has been a Cugat strong- 
hold for years. Weekend big. 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). With Morton Downey 
and Willie Shore headlining floor show, Chez and Raeburn last week 
| smashed through with 4,000 customers. 

Bobby Byrne (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). 
is new here, but hotel is jammed with conventionites. 
nicely in first week to good 3,000. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, 300; $1-$2 min.), 
holding well in his sphere, bringing in 2,000 patrons last week. 


Byrne 
Band came through 


Kassel 


Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Running only two nights a 
week now (Fri. and Sat.) due to emergency and lucky to pull 800 covers, 
Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Fair trade but not 
killing ’em as anticipated. Should call it a week at around 4,500. 
Tommy Dorsey (Palladium; 5,000; 65c-$1). Fair-haired lad and proving 
| it with a whopping 16,000 on his second week. 
Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). 
| some big weeks and down to around 4,500. 
| Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,500; 55c). Skidding along 
| with the rest and should be content with 5,000 payees on the week, what 
| with the general letdown in amusement biz outside the picture palaces. 
Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,100; $1-$1.25). Sharing the town 
with Dorsey on the heavy take and looks like a fat and sassy 7,500 for 
‘Pops.’ That’s plenty good for a fifth week here. 





Tapering off after 


San Francisco 


Henry Busse (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50¢c-$1.50). Following an 
okay holiday season, sixth week garnered satisfactory 1,701 covers. Busse 
| finishes here (25), and opens (28) at the Orpheum, L. A. Paul Baron will 
follow, 


One-Niter Trail Feels Wintry Blasts; 
Turnstiles Hit as Much as 50%, 


| 





(Estimates) 
Past fortnight’s 


| pers at $1.% a head for fine gross of 
snows and cold | $2,100. 

Charlie Spivak (Brookline C.C., 
Philadelphia, Jan. 3). Spivak hit a 
sock stride here, pulling a great total 


wave played havoc with various one- 


nighters in the east. In Pennsyl-| 


| Vania's mountain districts and in| o¢ 1.999 at $1.10 

822 ¢ 10. 
|New England, where are situated Dick Stabile (Totem Pole B. Aus 
some of the biggest and most lucra-| burndale, Mass., Jan. 7-10). Stabile 


and Gracie Barrie were hurt a bit by 
drew nice 10,400 
customers at $1.45 pair in four days. 
Previous weekend, covering Dec. 29 
through Jan, 3, pair set an outstand- 

Raymond Scott. for instance, was| ing New Year’s Eve week record of 
hit by a heavy snowfall at Sunny- 17,732 dancers for gross of $15,050. 
brook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., week | Holidays usually, bad here. 


LINCOLN’S BLUE ROOM 
VAMPS UNTIL READY 


age crowd of 1,120 dancers at $1.| Closed since Harry James’ exit 
Ticht fore har lava « © esas . . . 
> ee oe % we “~~ played to 3,-| New Year’s Eve, the Lincoln hotel, 
500 at $1.50 each at Town Hi: sre. | ny rele? 
Ell Fit oe San eee | New York’s Blue Room remains dark 
tila "itzgeral (Windsor 7 l¢ : : 
, oy pers ~ le * ee =) — for want of a suitable band, until 
il 4a 1eraaie, al © Jan Veal FF . . 
gerald band tur? ed 500 o on | Tony Pastor comes in about Feb oe 
sot 1.500 dancers packed in a ¢1 25 | pastor goes first to Roosevelt hotel, 
= U0 dancers packed in at $1.35| Washington, D. C., for two weeks, 
Kgpisets ; ; opening Feb. 28, then shifts to the 
Freddy Martin (Palais Royale, To- | Lincoln. 


ronto, Jan. 7). On his way east Mar- Both spots are controlled by Mrs. 
ton’s stopover here drew 1,700 hop-! Maria Kramer. 


tive one-night ballrooms, the weather 


| slapped grosses around plenty. In blizzard but still 


. . 
some instances the take was off more 
than 50%, 


j}ago Saturday (3), storm beginning 
|an hour or so before date started. It 
sliced expected business to around 
| 1,100 dancers, less than half of wha 
| owner Ray Hartenstine figured on. | 

Bob Chester (Brookline C C., | 
Phila., Jan. 10). Chester drew wane! 











THE. SONG SENSATION OF THE. NATION 


DEAR MOM. 


Recorded By 
Kate Smith—Columbia 


OF dala MC lel 4-1 an Ofo) 101 an] oF. © 


Glenn Miller-—Bluebird; Sammy Kaye—Victor 


REPU 


h. Spivak-—Okeh 


BLIC. MUSIC CORP. 


Kate Smith Says 


‘‘t Introduced and Recorded 


DEAR MOM 


Because | love it... 1 think it a beautiful, tender 
and sentimental song... My listeners ask me to 
sing it again'and again.”’ 


IRVING BROWN, PROF. MGR, 


THE ORIGINAL 


REMEMBER 


PEARL HARBOR 


' Recorded By 

Ch. Spivak—Okeh; Eddy -Howard—Columbia 

Harry Sosnick—Decea; Sammy Kaye—-Victor 
AND MORE TO COME 


607 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY 
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Brazilian Performance Situation Needs 
Untangling: ASCAP Gives Mills Joh 


+ 


Wednesday, January 14, 1942 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 4} 





Cruelty To Song-Pluggers 


Music Notes 





Jerry Wayne. who had a lengthy sustaining run on CBS before 
g the vocalist spot on the new Regent series on Mutual, amused 
himself several weeks ago by pulling a practical joke on a music 
ublisher who had always ignored him in the past. 
publicly announced he was set for the show, but while he was re- 
ported among those being considered for it, Wayne and his wife were 
invited to dinner, the theatre and a visit to a night club by the 


gettin 


publisher. 


Couple were handsomely entertained by the publisher and his 
wife. Finally, when the group was relaxing at a nitery table, Wayne 
prought up the subject, ‘confessing’ that he'd lost the assignment. 
Publisher briefly expressed regret and sympathy, called for the check 


and. quickly ended the party. 


Wayne's signing for the program was announced a couple of days 
Jater, but neither the pub nor his song-pluggers has since approached - 


the singer. 


David Snell assigned as musical 
conductor on ‘Sunday Punch’ at 
Metro. 





John Leopold signed to composed 
the score for Joe E. Brown film, 
‘Shut My Big Mouth,’ at Columbia. 


Before it was 





Raoul Kraushaar supervising the | 
recording of eight songs for ‘Dusk on 
the Painted Desert’ at Republic.’ | 


Burton Lane and E. Y. Harburg | 
wrote ‘I'll Take Tallulah’ to replace | 
‘Tll Take Manila’ in the Metro musi- 
cal, ‘Ship Ahoy.’ 








| 





Jack Robbins has placed his new 








—ss= 


——— 


| 
The American Society of Com- | 
posers, Authors and Publishers has | 


undertaken to straighten out ara 
tangle in which it now finds itself | 
with regard to Brazilian performing 
rights. As the first step in solving 
this situation the Society’s foreign 
relations committee has turned over 


the affiliations phase of ASCAP’s 
operations to E. C. Mills. It has al- 
ready been suggested within the So- 
ciety that an attempt be made to 
merge the two performing rights so- 
cieties in Brazil, namely, the So- 
ciedade Brazileira de Autores Thea- 
tres and the Associacao Brazileira 
de Compositores e Autores. 

It was while ASCAP was engaged 
in its battle with radio last year that 
a split in the Brazilian performing 
rights society occurred. ASCAP’s 
contract with the original Brazilian 
group, SBAT, had expired at the end 
of 1940 and no attempt was made 
to renew the agreement. Meanwhile 
the popular faction of Brazilian 
songwriters broke away from SBAT, 
which was originally composed of 
show writers, and organized their 
own society, the ABCA. 

BMI Involved 


Broadcast Music, Inc., entered the 
Brazilian performing rights picture 
a few months ago by offering the 
SBAT a higher annual guarantee 
than the latter had been receiving 
from ASCAP. BMI finally got the 
price up to $7,000 a year and the 
SBAT gave it an exclusive contract 
for the United States. When ASCAP 
got around to inquiring about its 
Brazilian alliance it found that there 





was nothing it could sign up but 
the new group, the ABCA. ASCAP 
now finds that the latter’s repertoire 
is far too meagre, and that the only 
solution is to get both groups to 
merge and make an arrangement 
whereby both ASCAP and BMI 
would license the consolidated reper- 
toires in this country. 

ASCAP proposes to point out to 
the SBAT that by allying itself with 
BMI the Brazilian group has violated 
a cardinal provision in the bylaws | 
of the International Confederation of 
Performing Rights . Societies, of 
Which the SBAT and ASCAP are 
members. The provision fn question 


makes it mandatory of each member 
not to enter into an affiliation agree- | 
ment with any national organization 
that is not associated with the Con- 


federation. An exception may be 


—_— in the case of a country where 
on iS NO Organization with mem- 
ership in the international body. 


The BMI-SBAT contract is for | 


hr se : 
oa years, commencing Jan. 1, 
942. The repertoire includes many 
numbers featured by Carmen Mi- 
Tanda. 


Morris to Hollywood 


Edwin H Morris left for Holly 
A, 7* 
Wood Friday (9), wher. he will re- 
Main & couple weeks. 
wm on the Coast he will confer 
i Bing Crosby, his partner in the 
ayfair Music Co. 








| Solly Loft. 


} 





| song, “Now and Forever,’ in the 
| Howard Hughes production, ‘The 
| Outlaw.’ Al Stillman and Jan Savitt 
' co-authored the number, 

——— 


| Top Music Publishers, Ine., has 
been chartered to conduct a music 
publishing business in New York. 
| Capital stock is $00 shares, no par 
| value. Directors are: Nathan Charak, 
Charles Charak and Attorney 
George Garfunkel, New York City. 














No Diminution in Licenses Granted 
Screen-Box Supplies for Music Use 


Lou Comito, Harry Kessell Even though the manufacture of 
Branch Aides of Triangle jukeboxes has been drastically re- 


; : stricted, the producers of 16mm film 
Charlie Warren, general manager 


‘ | for these contraptions are more ac- 
of the Triangle Music Corp., has | en thin ever 

: ever. 
named Lou Comito and Harry Kes- | : ; 
‘ : | they are now licensing musical num- 

sell as his branch office aides, lbers is greater ti t 
: , . |} bers is grea 1an it was durin 
Comito will have the Chicago : = ‘ 


‘ the closin ths é 
office and Kessell the Hollywood | ne See Oe Tee 
heated There are 6,000 of these projector- 


boxes currently on location, and the 
Mills Manufacturing Co. is still un- 











The rate with which 





slot mechanisms a month. Whether 
Mills will be able to go through with 
this obligation much longer is ques 
tioned by the box distributors them- 
selves, since the Mills outfit is now 
pretty well immersed in war work. 











Patriotic Tune Starter 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 10) 





} 


SHEET MUSIC 





White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 
Meer S “TWAS kk cckcwees Robbins 
ree Tobias 
Chattanooga Choo Choo. Feist 
Tonight We Love....... Maestro 
Shrine of St. Cecelia..... Braun 
Shepherd Serenade ..Mayfair 
This Love of Mine..... Embassy 
Madelaine ......... eee pantly 
Bells of San Raquel........ Peer 


Everything I Love.....Chappell 
We Did It Before....Witmark 
Remember P. Harbor. .Republic 





Sheet music business moved into 


Anniversary Waltz.....Triangle 1948 with about the strongest mo- 
mentum that it has had since 1937. 
The inflow of orders to jobbers dur- 
ing the past week has been of mount- 
ing description. For the first time 


since America’s entry into the war 
|} songs inspired by this event made 
BMI SUPPORT their appearance on the list of best 
sheet sellers. One of these was Wit- 


mark’s ‘We Did It Before and We 
Can Do It Again,’ while the other 
was ‘Let’s Not Forget Pearl Harbor’ 
(Republic). 

Likewise moving along on all cyl- 
inders is the phonograph record bus- 
iness. According to the orders on 
hand with the record manufacturers, 
the disc counters should establish 
another new high in sales for Jan- 
uary. 








Broadcast Music, Inc., has laid the 


groundwork for the subsidizing. of 
another outside publishing venture. 
This one will entail a merger of the 
firms of Porgie, Debin & Friedman 
and the Nicky Campbell Music Co. 
and a stock allocation which will 
split 75% of the shares of the new 
corporation among the partners of 
these two firms and give the remain- 
ing 25% to BMI. The BMI board is 
expected to ratify the deal at its next | 
meeting. 

It is understood that BMI will con- 
tribute $18,000 in cash to the new 
setup, with $6,000 of it put up with — 
the exchange of signatures. Camp- Federal Judge Edward Conger last 
bell’s partner in his own company is | week reserved decision in the trial 
Before the ASCAP-radio | of Marian Newcomb’s infringement 
break all five had been employed as | case against Santly Bros. (now Sant- 





JUDGE RESERVES DECISION 


| Fargo Music Teacher Charged Sant- 
ley Infringement 





contactmen by ASCAP publishing | ly-Joy-Select) in connection with 
houses. The BMI subsidization will | the song, ‘Starlight, Starbright,’ 
give the quintet, according to the | which Santly published in 1931. 
trade viewpoint, a chance to pre-| Miss Newcomb, a music teacher of | 
| serve the money they mhile ASCAP | Fargo, N. D., brought her complaint | 


was off NBC and CBS. in 1932, claiming that she had previ- 


— | ously written a song of the same title 
land that she had distributed pro 
* | ° 
q | fessional copies of it among radio 
Song Suit Scotched | fession 
—__—- | Santly’s version, co-authored by 7 
] | the . > Young and Bernice 
Los Angeles, Jan. 13, | the late Joe Young “ ; 
ee ; Peterke, has ».een a cause of much 
energy suit for $1,000,000 | jitigation. Out of another action, 
aca nct 4 ‘ y ~(%/ > =] = _ 
against RKO, (C BS, NEC, ASCAI brought by Al Wilke, a westcoast en- 


and Jerome Brainin was dismissed | tertainer, had come the decision by 


il in Sader: » ~4 ha : — a _ S : : 
in Federal court v hen it w ne aun d | federal Judge Frank Coxe of several 
tnat i C natterhvox : composea by years ago which caused deep chagrin 
3rainin for the RKO picture, “‘That’s among music publishers. Judge C 

. ‘ . ° Pm QAINUIIs, 1iUsil Pu i ici, vu 
| Right, You're Wrong,’ was not a lift | nelg that it was not necessary for a 
p ¢ Hee he cama +7 fuer Bern lern 
or a ditty of the ame title by Evelyn | claimant of infringement to prove 
‘a rey wrh had ce - damacac 7 ; 
Carew, who | ad Sue d for aqam Bes. actual access to his work bu 1 
Louis Frolich and Samuel Roeder | jnference of acce ff nt 
contested the action for ASCAP. Following this decision a master, ap- 
i eS ie pointed by the court, awarded Wilke, 
. ; wh, cy] ] . he melodv ‘Stor. 
Pearl Harbor and Bob Harris {who sued on the melody of ‘Stat 
tht,’ srdict of $7,000. Santly ap- 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor and Bob | light,’ a verdict of $7,000 y a] 


9 t ealed this award and the matter is 
atris’ is printed across the envelope | P© 
Hi ot P | still before the courts. 


flap of the latter's stationery. He In defending the case last week 
resigned last week as New England Santly took the position that the 
rep for Robbins Music to join the} basic theme of the song’s lyrics is 
Navy next week, when he will be} derivative from a nursery rhyme 
assigned to inshore patrol duty that is in the public domain, so that 




















= -._|there is no sound reason for Miss 
Edward F oe = wt rcigees. Seg carga Newcomb’s claim of originality of 
for ‘5 Ward recording the score | perience with this type of craft as a title 
wee OkKlyn Orchid’ at Hal Roach. ! hobby. a se 
—_—— 
| Gordon, Kaufman & Real, Inc., 
|has been chartered to conduct a 


ENC 


m 


ANTIAG 





OUTSTANDING RECORDS BY OUTSTANDING ARTISTS 
COLONIAL MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


Paul Case, Professional Manager—(All professional material available) 


CHICAGO 






ISIRLOUW 


. » » (6§ WEST 23RD. ST,, 


+: HAURTING 


business in publishing musical com- 
positions on short music form. 


and capital stock is 100 shares, no 


par value. Directors, each owning 
33 -shares, are: Irving Gordon, 





Brooklyn; Nathaniel Real, and Alvin 
NEW YORK LOS ANGELES |S. Kaufman, New York City. Samuel 





Principal office is in New York City | 


a i Jéssé sBuzzél,* tds Mudie’ attomney? "Ie 6 hh. a 


der commitment to deliver 50 such 
Vanderbie & Rubens, agency on 





the Wrigley recorded announce- ? . 
j monte, has switched the musical For Peppe S Music Co. 
|policy for these _ transcriptions 


Jim Peppe, manager of Sammy 
Kaye, has formed a new publishing 
firm which was admitted to ASCAP 
membership last week. Titled World 
Music, the outfit’s initial tune is a 
patriotic idea tagged ‘Back the Red, 
White and Blue.’ It has been selected 
as the official theme of the U. S. 
Treasury Department's Defense Save 
ings campaign. 

Peppe also operates Republic Mue 
sic, a BMI affiliate. 


——— 


Whereas during the ASCAP-radio 
break it used public domain music 
exclusively, the series is now going 


in for copyrighted numbers. This 
‘Bobby and Babs’ campaign is one of 
the most extensive of its kind in so 
far as the number of announcements 
aired during the week and the num- 
ber of stations involved. 

The latest recording order for the 
announcements takes them up to No. 
1723. 
































A SIXTEEN YEAR RECORD SMASHED / 


| Glenn Miller's record of Chattanooga Choo Choo 


is the first in sixteen years to sell over 1,000,000! 


CHATTANOOGA 
CHOO CHOO 


Lyric by Mack Gordon Music by Harry ~~ 
ode the 20th Century-Fox Picture, "Sun Valley Serenade 


anks to Andrews Sisters, Johnny — 

Jan Savitt, Vincent Lopez, Claude we oe 
i he total sales reach 1,0UV, 

Calloway for helping + 

records. Now on its way to the 2,000,000 mark! 


... with special th 





HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Music by Burton Lane 
i Ralph Freed t 
ae’ on M-G-M Picture, "Babes On Broadway 


1 KNOW WHY 


(And So Do You) 


Music by Harry Warren 
ic by Mack Gordon \ n 
0 ia 20th Century-Fox Picture, Sun Valley Serenade 
r 





HAPPY IN LOVE 


Music by Sam E. Fain 
"Sons O' Fun” 





*¢ by Jack Yellen 
Lyric piers Olsen and Johnson's 


WINTER WEATHER 


Words and Music by Ted Shapiro 








MARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
LON MOONET, Prot. mor. 


LEO FEIST, inc. 


1629 BROADWAY = NEW YORK 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


Names 


of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order oj 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (12) Feist.... 


2. White Cliffs Dover (2) Shapiro... 


3. Elmer’s Tune (11) Robbins.... 


4. Shepherd Serenade (9) Mayfair... 


5. This Love of Mine (13) Embassy.. 
6. You Made Me Love You (14) Broadway.. 


7. ’Tis Autumn (4) Witmark.... 
8. Shrine St. Cecelia (4) Braun..... 


9. Blues in Night (1) Remick....... 


10. Remember Pearl Harbor (1) Republic... 


{ Glenn Mille. 
** ) Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


(Sammy Kaye......... Victor 


{Gitenn Miller....... Bluebird 

s cniehcd Selb ) Ardrews Sisters...... Decca 
{ Bing Crosby ....+e+.-- Decca 

seerers ) Johnny Long ......-- Decca 
Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

*ee** ) Tommy Tucker ......Okeh 
Harry James ..... Columbia 

Les Brown............-Okeh 
teeeeeeeres ) Woody Herman.......Decca 
{ Sammy Kaye........- Victor 

coreere b AT DONSNUS. «2 copdvess Okeh 

( Woody Herman....... Decca 

glade at ) Cab Calloway.........Okeh 
Sammy Kaye....eo.-- Victor 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)........ 


I Said No (Famous). .cccccccccccececccccecs 


Ev’rything I Love (Chappell)....csccseeees 


{ Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


Woody Herman.......Decca 


‘This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)....++.4 Gtenn Miller....... Bluebird 


{ Alvino Rey........Bluebird 
UJimm, Dorsey........Decca 


Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
(Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


Sinner Kissed Angel (Famous).....,sesee0+ ) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 


Madelaine (Santly).. 


Anniversary Waltz (Mayfair)... ..ccccccces 


Bells of San Raquel (Pear)....... 


eee ee eee eeeerereeeeees | Sammy BRAVE. . esc 


I Got It Bad (Robbins).........-cccccesees’s } Siena Ellington. ... 


.Bluebird 


j Bob Chestei....... 
... Victor 


... Victor 

Jimmy Dorsey.....Bluebird 

{ Bing . Crosby». .06250 Decca 
Freddy Martin......Bluebird 
EICH BULBONE: 6. veces Okeh 


*eeeeeeee* ) Claude Thornhill...Columbia 
0nd ODES CTODIED) oii vive epcesdcs beeedes 


{ Kate Smith........Columbia 
* ( Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 











Disc Reviews 








tential box hit since Inkspots’ version 
a while back, King cutting of ‘Dream- 
boat’ is a bit off mark. Could easily 
have been better. It lacks the easy 
Swing tempo the tune needs. Reverse 
has good possibilities both as to tune 
and work King Sisters do on it. It’s 
a neat, slow rhythm ballad. 





Continued from page 38 





Kate Smith: ‘I Don’t Want Walk 
Without You’—‘Shrine St. Cecilia’ 
(Col. 36460). Here’s a tune with 
hefty machine and counter possibil- 
ities. From film ‘Sweater Girl,’ ‘Walk 
Without You’ is reminiscent of ‘World 
On Fire.’ Miss Smith’s record car- 
ries solid box and counter potential- 
ities. She did a neat job also on 
‘Shrine,’ current ballad fave. 





Earl Hines: ‘You Don’t Know What 
Love Is’—‘Boy With Wistful Eyes’ 
(Blue. 11394). Hines is very con- 
sistent with commercial releases de- 
spite his hop rep. Hiis work on ‘Love’ 
is perhaps the best to come along 
and puts the tune at its best. In a 
slow, torch groove, vocalled with 
feeling by Billy Eckstein, backed by 
good arrangement well played, side 
has possibilities. Reverse featuring 
Hines’ piano in light jump tempo is 
fair. Madeleine Greene and Three 
Varieties vocal. 





Vaughn Monroe: ‘I Don’t Want 
Walk Without You’—I Guess I’ll Be 
On My Way’ (Blue. 11399). Monroe 











made mistake in assigning vocal of 
first to Marilyn Duke instead doing 
it himself. Tune gives promise of 
going far in machines and on coun- 
ters, and if he had handled lyric its 
possibilities would have been much 
greater as it is it'll sell, however. 
It’s nicely arranged and played. 
Reverse, another promising melody, 
is done well by Monroe, with good 
background bandwork; it’s the bet- 
ter side. Speed is easy, 





Will Bradley: ‘Sleepy Time Gal’— 
‘Who Can I Turn To?’ (Col. 36470). 
‘Sleepy’ side is perhaps best Brad- 
ley has done in months. At easy 
rhythmic tempo the standard is 
dressed in a good arrangement and 
played well.. Bradley trombone leads 
off with a solid solo and the work 
behind and after Terry Allen’s good 
vocal is strong. Machines can use 
it. Coupling is also well handled, a 
neat melody best recorded recently 
by Tommy Dorsey. Allen vocals. 





Jimmy Dorsey: ‘I Said No’-‘This 
No Laughing Matter’ (Decca 4104). 
Dorsey’s and Alvino Rey’s versions 
of this strong novelty will get all the 
box play. Though Rey’s is musically 
strong, Dorsey’s is shade better; he 
gets more out of the tune via use of 
both Bob Eberly and Helen O’Con- 
nell on vocal; backgrounds are fine. 
Reverse is another saleable job by 
band and Eberly on a strong, cur- 








rent pop. 


...- Bluebird | 


‘) Jimmy’ Dorsey........Decca | 
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‘ON YOUR LUCKY STRIKE HIT PARADE’ 


SHRINE ST. CECELIA 


BRAUN MUSIC CO., 1619 B’WAY, NEW YORK 


Prof. Man. 
MONROE GOLDEN 
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Leigh’s Takeover 


Continued from page 7) Cee 











(ee mena 
compared with the minimum of $250 
that Columbia and NBC ask, artists 
will profit by getting additional and 
more frequent engagements, he 
claims. 

Leigh acquired the Columbia Lec- 


ture Bureau from Music Corp. of 


America, to which CBS had recently 
sotd it. 

Leigh’s lecture office numbers Mrs. 
Sleanor Roosevelt among its speak- 
ers, and Columbia was the second 
largest. Merger gives Leigh an un- 
precedented list of major names. 

CBS divested itself of the lecture 
bureau, along with other subsids, un- 
der the implied disapprobation of 
monopoly-buster Thurman Arnold, 
assistant Attorney General. Out of 
MCA’s field, that agency wasn’t quite 
sure what to do with a string of spiel 
artists and is understood to have 
been glad to make a favorable deal 
with Leigh. 


Leigh was pleased to get it because 
many names associated in one way 
or another with CBS were unavail- 
able to him no matter what terms he 
offered. Lineup includes such CBS 
commentators as William  Shirer, 
Eric Sevareid, Elmer Davis, Bob 
Trout, Edward Murrow and Albert 
Warner, in addition to Clare Boothe, 
Margaret Bourke-White, Louis Brom- 
field, Erskine Caldwell, Jane Cowl, 
Don Cossack Choir, Kenneth Downs, 
Angna Enters, Dwight Fiske, Janet 
Flanner, Ralph Ingersoll, George 
Jessel, Alice Marble, Fletcher Pratt, 
Quentin Reynolds, Carl Sandburg, 
Schiaparelli, Sigmund Spaeth, Nor- 
man Thomas, Linton Wells, William 
L. White and James R. Young. 


Leigh’s deal on acquisition of Co- 
lumbia is a tricky one inasmuch as 
it isn’t legally possible to transfer 
contracts of speakers unless each in- 
dividual speaker so elects. There- 
fore, Leigh becomes general man- 
ager and booking agent of Columbia, 
which will continue to exist until all 
present contracts with speakers have 
expired and Leigh has brought the 
individuals directly under his own 
banner or they have gone off to an- 
other agency. 


Leigh has added to his staff a num- 
ber of Columbia employes. Negotia- 
tions are now on for Isabel R. Scott, 
director of Columbia until last week’s 
deal, to join Leigh’s organization. 











Opera Follow-Up 











Centinued from page 37 





cellent. Otherwise her voice was 
pinched and sharp in quality, and 
her acting did not have the buoy- 
ancy of her colleagues, Jarmila No- 
votna replaced the absent Rise 
Stevens, singing excellently and act- 
ing with consummate grace. Ezio 
Pinza was the star, as usual, tower- 
ing above the others vocally and 
dramatically, while the indefatigable 
Salvatore Baccaloni again stopped 
the show with ‘La vendetta.’ John 
Brownlee’s count was of his usually 
good quality, and Irra Petina and 
Alessio de Paolis were standouts in 
minor roles. Ettore Panizza con- 
ducted a not-too-well balanced or- 
chestra. 





‘Daughter of the Regiment’ Thurs- 
day (8) evening was average, with 
Lily Pons still to find herself in good 
voice, The tiny coloratura found the 
going tough in the first act espe- 
cially, when she split several top 
tones. After that she picked up a 
bit and her acting was excellent. 
Salvatore Baccaloni was again fine 
vocally and dramatically as the ser- 
geant and Raoul Jobin was not quite 
up to his almost flawless vocal stand- 
ard of the previous performance. 
Louis D’Angelo and Irra Petina 
again were stars in minor roles, and 
Frank St. Leger conducted with fire. 





‘L’Elixir D’Amore’ Saturday after- 
noon (3) found a familiar cast slow 
to warm to its task, with Bidu Sayao 
and Bruno Landi being off tempi in 
their first-act duets-and the tenor’s 
aria, ‘Quanto e bella,’ not up to his 
usual standard. With the appear- 
ance of Salvatore Baccaloni and his 
show-stopping ‘Udite,’ the perform- 
ance picked up and then Landi espe- 
cially distinguished himself with a 
brilliantly sung and_ excellentl 
ewe 3 Una furtiva lagrime,’ whic 

rought the biggest hand of the eve- 
ning. Ettore Panizza led a tame or- 
chestra. 


‘Rosenkavalier’ Saturday evening 
(3) was not up to usual Met stand- 
ards. Lotte Lehmann was not in 
good voice, finding more difficulty 
than usual with the upper range. Her 
artistry and acting ability did much 
to cover this deficiency. Kurt Baum 
had difficulties also with the tessi- 
tura of his aria, his first faltering 
performance of the season. Emanuel 
List’s Baron remains the same, his 
tones being big but rough and 








wobbly, while his => yf is es 
ise Stevens 


Eleanor Steber and 
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NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJz. WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday. 
through Sunday (Jan, 5-11), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 

TITLE PUBLISHER 
White Cliffs of Dover. cecescccccccscccessesesesecnecs Shapiro 
Elmer's FUNG. cocccccodccoseseceeseeneoseeescoeooone MODDING 
Bells of San Raquel TETTRLELEY | eee eee eee ereeseeseseees Peer SeEeerTT TTT 27 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’........sseeeesseee Chappell ....0.4, 26 
How About You?—t‘Babes on Broadway’......eee..Feist .. 





TOTAL 
Pe eesees 35 


Peeeecoes 29 


ew eeeeeses 24 


I Got It oe ee at halk baad ee wees wed ee eke eee» RObbins Ceccccsees 22 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—t‘Sun Valley Serenade’,....Feist ....e.ecceess 18 
Who Calls? eeeeeeee eoreeeesreereseseeeces cocteceeseoess Harms Oe reesecces 18 
Blues in the Night—?‘Blues in Night’. .ccccccsescese memick Occccceces 17 
Madelaine ...ccccccccceccces tteeeceeeseeccsseceseessOANlly sencesscece 17 
*This Is No Laughing Matter.....cccccccccccce Soces MOC cocccccccces tt 


This Time the Dream’s on Me—+‘Blues in Night’.... Remick .......0., 17 
We Did It POE... «0esbees 600) 6005689 eeenee ebeoneeece WHAT Sereseese 16 
*This Love of BEING. 0.00:00600000000000000000000000060 smMUaESY ecccccces ID 
Day Dreaming... cccccccceecccececsecsceseccccevvess Is B. Harms. ..ces 14 
Rose O'Day. .cecccccccccccccccccccccvcccscccccccsees LODIaS sere eee eege 13 
oo eee Keeeees es eeccccocceccccse WITIMAIK ceccccece IM 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—t‘Playmates’......seeeeeeees Southern ..ecee0. 12 
Sometimes omeesodeds deter ute +0040ecec0u le 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often?....ssseccceesees Triangle sesescees 12 
a ee ae ek eee: bay ere a Soc0ces WMIMMENS @ceececece En 
Couple in the Castle—+‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’.....Famous ...eess0.. 10 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


t+ Legitimate. 

Railroad fanciers, and they number thousands, are getting quite a boot 
out of the current hit ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo,’ While the tune doesn’t 
carry any extra significance to the usual music fancier, it carries more 
weight with the guys who know the history of all famous trains and 
those who build miniature lines using historic models. 

In the Union Station at Chattanooga for some 50 years has stood the 
engine known as ‘General.’ This locomotive, of the then Western & 
Atlantic Railroad, was used by Capt. A. C. Andrews of the 14th Ohio, 
and his men in an attempt to raid northern Georgia during the Civil 
War. Confederate troops captured the ‘General,’ as well as Andrews and 
18 of his men. In later years the ‘General,’ an old wood-burner engine, 
became known to the railroad fanciers as ‘The Chattanooga Choo-Choo,’ 
They figure the current song should end with a rebel yell. 











Latest ‘oversight’ on the part of the Lucky Strike Hit Parade that has 
ehicited comment from the music trade concerns ‘Rose O'Day.’ Latter 
number has been among the top sheet sellers for the past several weeks 
and has been getting consistently majer network plugs but it wasn’t even 
included in last Saturday night’s (10) ‘Hit Parade’ on CBS. The same 
program ignored ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ to the point that when it put the 
tune on it had no choice but to tag the song No. 3. Two programs later 
the same number topped the ‘Parade’ list. 





Jack Robbins is doing a burn at Eddie Cantor for interpolating a 
Witmark pop song excerpt, ‘We'll Do It Again’, into ‘Banjo Eyes’, charg- 
ing it’s violation of Robbins Music Corp.’s contract with the musical, 
Vernon Duke, John Latouche and Harold Adamson were assigned by 
publisher Robbins for the Cantor show score. 

Contract provides for exclusivity and the music pub avers that if the 
star wanted a patriotic interpolation he should have been first consuited. 

‘How About You?’ (Feist) was No. 1 in network plugs for the week 
ending Jan, 4. The total for the tune was 45. ‘Variety’ did not carry the 
accumulative plugs for that period due to the advance in publication date 
(3) for the 36th Anniversary Number. 











acted and sang well as Sophie and 
Octavian, respectively. Erich Leins- 
dorf conducted. 


her usually high standard. Brownlee 
did not possess sufficient voice to 
handle Figaro. Bruno Landi, as 
Almaviva, also a first time this sea- 
son, displayed a fine mezza voce in 
‘Ecco ridente’ and ‘Se il mio nome. 
His handling of florid passages 1S 
reminiscent of Bonci and Constan- 
tino, Both Ezio Pinza and Salvatore 
Baccaloni were superb—again. Irra 
Petina, as Berta, was tops, as usual, 
and Frank St. Leger led a virile or- 
chestra. 


‘Tosca’ Friday aficrnoon (9) pre- 
sented Alexander Sved as Scarpia 
for the first time at the Met. he 
baritone was unable to cover up his 
violent tremolo. His big voice does 
not carry well and the ‘Te Deum’ 
was smothered in a volume of or- 
chestra. The low notes were not 
sufficiently supported either, and the 
acting, while sincere, is undistin- 
guished. Grace Moore as Tosca was 
in superb voice. Her ‘Vissi D’Arte’ 
stopped the show. Her acting showed 
improvement, Charles Kullman 
sang creditably as Cavaradossi, with 
his ‘E lucevan le stelle’ especially 
good. Gerhard Pechner, Alessio de 
Paolis and Arthur xent were out- 
standing in minor roles, Ettore 
Panizza conducted. 





— 


Dick Kuhn 


and His Orchestra 











The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 





‘Barber of Seville’ was repeated 
by the Met Monday (5) in a spotty 
performance marred by the vocal 
inadequacies of two principals, Lily 
Pons, who was assuming the role of 
Rosina for the first time this year, | 
and John Brownlee as Figaro. “Miss | 
Pons’ “Una voce poca fa’ brought 
forth a squeaky high ‘F’ at the end. 
She took many liberties with the 
score and generally was far from 





4th Year Hotel Astor 


DECCA RECORDS 


_—_ 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A. 
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——————_——— 
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CANCEL THE FLOWERS | 


By Eddie Seiler, Sol Marcus and Bennie Benjemen — Writers of 


| DON’T WANT TO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE 


RECORDED BY 
Tommy Tucker (OKEH) 6466 Tony Martin (DECCA) 4101 
Guy Lombardo (DECCA) 4105 Mitchell Ayres (BLUEBIRD) 
Charioteers (OKEH) 6509 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


HOLLYWOOD NEW YORK CITY CHICAGO 
5834 La Mirada Ave. 1585 Broadway Woods Theatre Bldg. 


—— 
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~— Sneers at Sonja’s Question 





Charges of hitting below the belt went around here following @ 
story in the Detroit Times on the arrival of Sonja Henie with her ice 
show. Reporter had contained in his story the paragraph: 

‘Sonja, the business woman, asked about employment in Detroit. 
Were many out of work? This would affect the gate, hence the query.’ 


The argument was advanced that 


was in the star’s mind and drew more than a nasty inference on what 
was purported to be, in essence, a humane question. 


Detroit, Jan. 18, 


the reporter could not know what 








Verdict Due Tomorrow (Thursday) 
In AGVA’s Inquiry on Gerald Griffin 





The special committee appointed 
to gather further testimony on 
charges against Gerald Griffin, na- 
tional executive secretary of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
will report to that union’s board to- 
morrow (Thursday) in New York. 
Group, consisting of Henry Dunn, 
AGVA’s treasurer; Mrs. Florence 
Marston, Screen Actors Guild’s east- 
ern representative, and Joe Smith 
(and Dale) has been active for more 
than two weeks tracking down in- 
formation relevant to Griffin’s part 
in an argument with Harry Good; 
man and subsequent fistic brawl at 
the opening early last fall by Tommy 
Dorsey of new music publishing of- 
fices in N. Y. 

While the committee’s report is 
confidential, it’s known they’ve inter- 
viewed several witnesses to the Dor- 
sey party fracas. Inside reports 
state that the charges against Grif- 
fin, arising from alleged political re- 
marks, are not entirely substan- 
tiated. 

Griffin has held office since last 
spring, when Hoyt Haddock, who 
came over from the CIO, was dis- 
missed following charges of Com- 
munism. First appointed temporary 
administrator, Griffin was later ap- 
pointed executive secretary follow- 
ing a national election by refer- 
endum that placed Morton Downey 
as president. 

Griffin, who resigned his nitery 
columnar work for his brother Bill’s 
N. Y. Inquirer after taking the 
AGVA job, has been both praised 
and censured for his AGVA work. 
Most serious criticism has come from 
the Los Angeles branch, which re- 
cently passed a resolution withhold- 
ing its per capita tax to the national 
until there’s a change in the national 
administration. 


PAUL SMALL ON MEND 
AFTER AUTO MISHAP 


Paul Small, back in New York to 
open his own agency offices, is re- 
GCuperating from injuries suffered 
when his car turned over en route 
from the Coast. Accident happened 
outside El Paso, Texas, with the car 
completely wrecked. 

Small suffered injuries to his side | 
and a sprained ankle, but his chauf- 
feur and another occupant of the | 
car were unscathed. Incidentally, 
the heavyweight talent salesman has 
shaved off 50 pounds. 


Mistrial in P.A’s 756 
Suit Versus Stripper 











| 








Suit of Edward Jaffe, press agent, | 
against Margie Hart, burlesque strip- | 
per, was dismissed Monday (12) by | 

Y. supreme court Justice Denis | 
Cohalan as a result of a mistrial. 


Th ; | 
€ court set a new trial for the | —_— 


week of Jan. 26. 


Plaintiff seeks $75,000 damages, 
Claiming he was hired by Miss Hart 
On a seven-year contract beginning 
August, 1939, as the stripper’s p. a. 
and was to split everything over 
$250 weekly with her. He claims she 
S now making $600. He was dis- 
charged after the first year of the 
Contract, Jaffe claims. 





Devillo Hurt in China 


Toronto, Jan. 13. 
Newly-announced Hon g§ Kong 


Casualty list of Canada includes the | 


> ane of Paul Passmore, who, under 
a Stage name of Devillo, appeared 
bs Oughout the U.S. and Canada in 
: ~ of those acts which includes the 
ating of giass, razor-blades, phono- 
&raph records, etc. 

assmore went over with the Royal 
Canadian Rifles and is now Seat as 
€vacuated but wounded. 


| That 


|member of the cast and traveled by 


| return 


| 167,642 admissions. 





Don’t Crowd, Boys 





USO-Camp Shows, Inc., will 
hold a mass audition today 
(Wednesday) for vaude acts 
anxious to show CSI bookers 
their wares. Chances of many 
of the turns getting camp show 
jobs in the near future, however, 
is remote, as all 25 units which 
CSI intends sending out between 
now and mid-April have opened 
or are about to open. Acts who 
audition today will be catalogued 
as replacements and for shows 
next summer and fall, 

Auditions will be held at the 

‘ Palm Gardens, 306 W. 52d street, 
N. Y., from 2 to 6 p.m. and from 
8 p.m, to unconscious, Joe Rose, 
of the NVA, will be on hand to 
take registrations. 








‘Ice Follies’ Snares 
Record 10606 in Pitt; 
‘Ice-Capades’ 1846 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

‘Ice Follies’ wound up an engage- 
ment of 15 performances at Gardens 
here last Tuesday night (6) to a 
gross of more than $100,000, best 
take for the rink extravaganza since 
it started coming here years ago. 
Bested last year’s figures by more 
than $15,000, but had three extra 
shows this time. ‘Follies’ is a per- 


manent Xmas-New Year’s attraction 
at the Gardens, a gesture by Ship- 
stad and Johnson, owners of show, 
to John H. Harris, operator of Gar- 
dens, out of consideration for fact 
that Harris was the first showman 
ever to give the ice show a break. 
was back in the days when 
troupe had each 





one for 


bus. 

Harris announced that his and | 
Arena Managers Ass’n own _ ice 
show, ‘Ice-Capades of 1942,’ would 


come back to Gardens Jan. 26 for 
engagement of one week. 
Show previously played here in No- 
vember to big biz. 


‘Ice-Capades’ $184,000 in Hub 





‘Ice-Capades’ closed an eight-day? 


engagement in Boston a fortnight 
ago with the biggest gross of any 


| type of attraction ever booked into | 


the Boston Gardens, including the 
Ringling circus. 

















VINCENT LOPEZ 


Currently featured with his Orches- 


tra at the Hotel Taft, New York, 
and will remain there until 1943!.. 
opening Loew’s State January 
15...Broadcasting six times weekly 


Coast to Coast—NBC-Blue Net- 
work...Broadcasting to South 


America twice weekly. 
Personal Representative: 
MANNY HEICKLEN 


Exclusive Management: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


LABOR BOARD IN 
PA. STORMED 
BY 82 BEEFS 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

Eighty-two complaints against ac- 
tors, agents and night-club operators 
were received last week by the State 
Department of Labor Industry office 
here. Bulk of the squawks came 
from agents and cafe nabobs alleg- 
ing that actors had cancelled engage- 
ments sans notice—most of them oc- 
curring on New Year’s Eve. The 
complaints brought by the acts main- 
ly alleged chiseling and poor work- 
ing conditions. 

The 10 percenters claim that 
there’s a common practice among a 
group of acts these days by which 
they ‘shop around’ for engagements. 
The performers go to one booker and 
sign up for work. Then they go to 
another agent, and if they get a bet- 
ter offer they grab that without no- 
tifying the first booker. 

Dick Mayo, business agent of the 
Philly AGVA local, explains that 
many cancellations by acts could be 
attributed to the fact that their con- 
tracts failed to measure up to union 
standards and had been rejected. 
There’s a standing rule here that no 
AGVA member can work unless the 
contract gets the okay of the AGVA 
office. 

Among the common complaints 
brought by actors was the condition 
of nitery dressing rooms. One dancer 
complained she was forced to dress 
in an unheated storeroom of a road- 
house while the temperature was 
five below. 


Ill. Cafe Operator Jailed, 

















Total receipts were $184,000 for 
Opening night’s 

were donated 

‘Bundles for Buddies’ fund. 


receipts $13,000, 


'Mercur’s Pitt Nitery 
Folds for the Winter 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. 

Latest cafe casualty here, but this 
one only for the winter, is Al Mer- 
cur’s Nut House, which will close 
down this weekend for first time 
since it opened nearly five years 
ago. Folding is attributed to cold 
weather as much as to the war in- 
asmuch as Mercur’s place is about 
10 miles out of town and sub-zero 
wave here has just about 
roadhouse biz. 

Mercur won't be idle, however, 
during shutdown. He’s part owner 
with his brother, Lew Mercur, of the 
Nut House in Miami and will spend 
the winter there co-managing the 
place. 
the shuw in the Miami spot are two 
of his local stars, Ted Blake and 
George (‘The Society Bum’) Gregg. 





| 
to 


killed | 


Fined 106 on Dry Charge 





Ban §.F. Burlesquer 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
Burlesque is out of the Kearney 
theatre here by official order. Ac- 
cused of contributing to delinquency 
of minors following raids which 
netted under-age customers, opera- 
tor Charles Michaels was fined 
$1,000 and placed on a year’s proba- 
tion, terms of whick prohibit him 





from presenting further — burley 
shows. 
House, located across the street 


from police headquarters, is running 
straight films. 





Mainstreet Theatre, 
K.C., Quits Vaudfilm 
Policy After 9 Wks. 


Kansas City, Jan. 13. 

Mainstreet theatre shuttered Mon- 
day, Jan. 5, after nine weeks of oper- 
ation on its vaudfilm policy which 
began Nov. 6. Albert Schoenberg, 
owner of the theatre building, stated 
that the Mainstreet Theatre, Inc., op- 
erating company, ordered the closing 
because of ‘circumstances beyond its 
control’, Corporation is mulling a 
deal for new operating company. 
Present closing is figured only tem- 
porary. New policy of stage bands, 
names and units with feature films 
is expected to be put into force 
within a few weeks. 

Actual closing came following the 
shoWing of first feature film Monday 
afternoon and preceded the sched- 
uled stage performance of Duke El- 
lington’s orchestra. Ellington com- 
pany left town Thursday (8) to play 
one-nighters before going to a Chi 
‘theatre date. Closing was unexpect- 
ed, since it carne during an appar- 
ently successful week and following 
the most successful week house has 
had since reopening. 

Will J. Harris, brought in to pro- 
duce the stage presentations, returns 
to his home in Chicago. 

Previous to its November opening 
the Mainstreet had been dark since 
August, 1938, when it was operated 
by RKO with a dual policy. Reopen- 
ing in 1941 followed nearly a year’s 
work of renovating at an expendi- 
ture said to have been $35,000. 


MPLS. ‘AQUATENNIAL’ 











Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 

Because of the war the annual 
‘Aquatennial’ next summer will be 
conducted only as ‘a mere device of 
|community amusement,’ instead of 
the usual big-scale celebration on the 
New Orleans Mardi Gras order, it 
| has been announced. 

At the same time, the ‘Aquaten- 
nial’s board of directors offered the 
organization’s executive abilities and 
civic experience to the mayor for 
war work. It promised, too, how- 





ever, to keep the association alive 
for a ‘victory celebration’ to get the 
community back to normal civic af- 
fairs when the war is over. 

| The St. Paul Winter Carnival will 
| be held next month, as usual. 


Speegle Appointed 
| Frisco AGVA Prez 


St. Louis, Jan. 13 
Gust Maggos, Alton, IJl., business 
man, civic biggie and owner of a 
nitery on the outskirt of Alton. 
| which is 14 n iles up the river from | 
St. Louis, and four of his em; loyee 


last week were 


slapped into a Fed- 
|eral jug after being convicted in the 


U. S. District Court at Muskogee, 


into dry Kansas and Oklafoma. 
Maggos is prez of the County Club 


fit. 





port tax-paid liquor into the two dry 


and docked fines totaling $10:000. 
The others—Sol Auslander, 
'man; Paul Burch, 


Going south with him for| and George ‘Tex’ Hardy, salesman— | 
— received a year and a day and | 


a fine of $2,500. 
was fined $10,000. 


Okla., on charges of shipping liquor, 


Distributing Co., an Alton liquor out- | 
He and his aides ali pleaded| and Lawley replace Lou Ashe and | Shapes are netting Uncle Sam up- 
guilty to the specific charge of par- | Will Aubrey, who have migrated to ward of $200 a week in one of the 
ticipating in a conspiracy to trans- 


states. Maggos received an 18-month Seek New Offi 


jolt in the El] Reno, Okla., big house | 


sales- | 
secretary-treas- | Artists, 
| urer: Patrick Cowell, shipping clerk, | Radio Artists and Equity are look- 


CURTAILED BY WAR 





| 
| 


San Francisco, Jan. 13 
Paul Speegle, film*reviewer on the | 
Chronicle here. was appointed new | 
president of American Guild Variety 


| Artists here Friday (9). Speegle is 
also a vaude monologist. 

rep Vince Silk also an- 
|nounced appointment of Mike Law- 
ley as treasurer. Latter, an m.c., also 
works in the city tax office. Speegle 


Coast 


| Hollywood. 
| 


| San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
| The 


American Federation 


ing for a new home here. 


club, effective Feb. 1. 


Four-story building housing of- 
The company also | fices has been taken over as a USO 


i 


| 


ces in S. F. 
| zoo shapes. 
American Guild of Variety | 
of 


N.Y. Talent Agency Reforms Sought 
In New Mutual Aid Accord Between 


AGVA, License Commissioner Moss 


7’ 
A 


he American Guild of Variety 
Artists and N. Y. License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss are now working 
in conjunction to effect talent agency 
reforms. Basis of their drive is 
AGVA’s new application form for an 
agency franchise, which, incidentally, 
will not henceforth be issued if the 
agent is not licensed by the city. 
Only agents exempt are those who 
are members of the Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., which has a basie 
agreement with AGVA running into 
1943. 

Commissioner Moss _ has _ long 
striven to regulate the theatrical 
asencies, but on some occasions has 
been rebuffed by the courts when 
attempting to force licenses on per- 
sonal managers. His most notable 
defeat was several years ago in a 
test action against Charles H. Allen, 
which was tried in Snecial Sessions. 
Allen proved that selling talent was 
only incidental to his other work for 
performers. 

In the verbal working agreement 
with AGVA, effected after talks with 
the union’s counsel, Jonas H. Silver- 
stone, the N.Y. License Department 
will notify the variety performers’ 
union of hearings on applications by 
agents for franchises. AGVA will 
thus be given the opportunity to tes- 
tify against any agent against whom 
it has evidence of unethical and une 
scrupulous business tactics. Should an 
agent first join ARA, AGVA has no 
alternative but to issue him a fran- 
chise because of the basic agree- 
ment. 

Moss Highly Pleased 

Commissioner Moss is said to have 
been highly pleased by AGVA’s new 
application for franchises, which, be- 
sides being a strong personal quiz of 
each agent, also requires two sup- 
porting affidavits of character. 
Among other things, the application 
form asks agents to swear that they 
will cooperate with AGVA in adopt- 
ing and executing ethical business 
practices between agents; that the 
agent will report all known abuses 
of AGVA rules and regulations to 
AGVA; that applicant will refrain 
from raiding and poaching upon 
other agents’ spots or places. 

This is the first time that a talent 
union has undertaken to regulate 
what are strictly inter and intra- 
agency matters. Also the first time 
that agents have been asked by a 
franchise-giver (excepting E. F. Al- 
bee) to turn informer on fellow 
agents or talent-emplcyers. 

Application also asks the agent to 
stipulate whether he ever stranded 
or assisted in stranding act or 
entertainer: whether he was sued by 
any performer within the past three 
years; whether he has owed money 
to performers in the past three 
years, and, as the topper of all, ‘does 
applicant handle any members of 
AGVA commercially?’ Silverstone 
explains the latter as precluding any 
excuses by agents that they handle 
performers strictly ‘socially.’ 


any 


DICK POWELL TO OPEN 
VAUDE TOUR IN N.Y. 





Dick Powell is scheduled in New 
York from the Coast Fridav (16) to 
tart a series of vaude perso! als. 

Ope? ‘ the Broadway Loew’s 
State Jan. 22, with several weeks to 


follow in other spots. 


BALLOONS AS SALESMEN 


“ Detroit M.C. Intraes Odd Gimmick to 


Sell Defense Stamps to Patrons 





Detroit, Jan. 13. 


Balloons tied into odd animal 


niteries here. Device is the gag of 
Tom Gary, m.c. at the Palm Beach. 

Gary used to amuse the patrons by 
twisting and tieing the balloons into 
Since the customers al- 
ways clamored for the contrivances, 
Gary now has taken to auctioning 
them off to the highest bidders. They 
get their pet balloon and defense 
stamps according to the offer. Thus 
far he has been clicking off upward 
of $40 a night for defense stamps, 
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* were also numerous name acts from 
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pects of the program was the fact 


| 
Salute to Nesro Troops’ Draws $6,000 &" ’s.2ss. semi." 


Ia N.Y.; Many Namie Performers Attend ::2::: 


sidestep the vital issue which the 
show’s presentation was intended to 
That is, the stubborn 
discrimination and big- 
otry in the treatment of Negroes. 
Fact that the various existing abuses 
and injustices were brought out into 


Near-capacity audience of about, with an introduction of Robeson, re- the open seemed to indicate a genu- 
2.500 attended a ‘Salute to Negro | vealed that she first became inter- | ine desire, by at least a promising 
Troops’ benefit show Sunday night ested in work among the colored | (jf small) minority, ultimately to 

= me ' tei, i race after hearing the Negro bari- | egrrect conditions. Hobe. 


(11) at Cosmopolitan Opera House 
N. Y. Gross for the affair is $6,500 


($11 top), $5,000 from sale of tickeis : 
’ yp : ret Stage ‘tioned and followed it with ‘Till We 

and $1,000 ae “5° Have Built Jerusalem.’ 

Screen, Radio and Arts Division of | Agar, editor of the Louisville Cou- 

Fight for Freedom, Inc., presented | rjer-Journal and a leader in Fight 

the show. | for Freedom, Helen Hayes and Rev. 
Standouts at the A. Clayton Powell, Jr., New York's 


tone sing ‘Water Boy.’ Robeson, vis- 
ibly moved by the unexpected tri- 
bute, then sang the spiritual men- 


from programs. 


affair were the | 


appearances of Mrs Roosevelt, | only Negro city councilman, were 
Marian Anderson, Herbert Agar and the other principal speakers. They 


Paul Robeson, and the presentation | Were introduced by Burgess Mere- 
of a pageant. ‘Salute to Necro | ith, who presided at that portion of 





COAST NITERIES 
ON THE ROPES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 
Nitery biz is passing through its 








Troops,’ with a large mixed cast and the show. Mrs. Roosevelt's and | , 
the 272d Regiment band. There | Agar’s talks were broadcast by CBS | most critical period in a quarter of a 


land WMCA, New Yerk. 


legit, radio, pictures, niteries and Frank Treatment ‘and many more will give up the 
paterson Show anaes — 4 cy ‘Salute to Negro Troops’ pageant ghost within another 30 days. Heavi- 
session DY va.1ousS name bandas. OX- | was much more effective than 
7 : < i ‘ ‘ . ~+ . > « , > 7 ’ - 
ing gloves worn by Joe Louis in his | most such presentations. It was out- | ©** blow fell last week when Am 
recent bout with Buddy Baer were cpoken in its treatment of the sub- | bassador hotel’s Cocoanut Grove, the | 
to be auctioned off, but that was ject of the Negro’s stake in the fight 
ancelled. * PR Oe Oe ali ES . i 
c ‘ , of democracy against totalitarianism, | announce that ‘during the period of | 
Mixed audience, including many _ was written with moments of elo- 


service men, received a thrill with 
the unannounced appearance of Miss | prepared and 
Anderson, who planed in from To- care and skill. Scripted by Carlton 
ronto especially to be present. Negro | Moss and David Wolff, it was staged 
contralto sang three songs, ‘Let Us| by Brett Warren, produced by John 
Break Bread Together. ‘Coming | Velasco, designed by S. Syrjala, 
Through the Rye’ and ‘There’s No| with a musical score by Leonard de 
Hiding Place Down There,’ getting! Paur, dances by Asadata Horton, 
an enthusiastic, emotional ovation. costumes by Anne de Paur. Powell 

Mrs. Roosevelt, concluding her talk |Lindsay and Lou Vittes were stage 


quence and it had obviously been 








|nical assistent. 





Among the individual acts who 
appeared were Eddie Matthews, 
'Sophie Tucker, Eddie South, Mischa 
Auer, Juanita Hall Choir, Sister 
Tharpe, Oscar Levant (carried on- 
stage comically by Danny Kaye), 
Mary Parker and Billy Daniels, Fafs 


| managers and Clay Yurdin tech- 


Beverly Hills, Calif, more vulgar than the title indicates. 


One of the most impressive as- 

















Equilibrist: [e-kwil’-i-brist] (noun). One who practises 
balancing in unnatural or hazardous positions.—W ebster 


Remarkably Demonstrated By 
MARTEZ and DELITA 
in “RUMBA TEMPO” 

LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, NOW 
Thanks to Sidney Piermont 
Direction: ROGER E. MURREL 








|; century. A score have already folded 


Le 
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The Good Old Days 


++++o4. 

Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 199) 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 











(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Jan. 13, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Irene Castle returned to Broadway and vaudeville at the Palace this 
week. It was an event. That at least would be the conclusion watching 
the line at the Palace all day Monday and the audience that jammed the 
house that night. It looked like the old days with a triple line of standees 
across the back of the theatre. Miss Castle is said to be getting $2,509 
for the week at the Palace and the indications are that she is earning it 
at the boxoffice. 

The entire bill, however, is proving to be great vaudeville entertain. 
ment. It is a show that has everything. Lots of comedy, a flock of girls, 
any amount of dancing, and a couple of novelties at either end of the 
program. What more could any audience ask for? 

In comedy the strength of the show stands up wonderfully. Next to 
closing Williams and Wolfus with their ‘From Soup to Nuts’ offering were 
a veritable Johnstown flood of laughs. It has all the old hokum, the 





smashing over the head with a baseball bat and ali the others. ‘That that 
is what vaudeville audiences want seemed proven by the manner in which 


town’s class spot, took large ads tO| the Palace ate up the offering. 


rehearsed with great | 





The first part likewise had a laugh wallop in ‘The Family Ford,’ for- 


readjustment and until the habits of; merly known as “The Flivertons.’ On fourth, following a cleanup by the 
the socially inclined have returned! Harry Carroll act, it had the audience rolling with laughter, The Car- 


to normal’ the Grove will be open 
only on Friday and Saturday nights. 

That threw a damper on the town 
and showed which way the wind is 
blowing. Many of the better grottoes 
criticized the Grove’s announcement, 
claiming that such uncalled-for alarm 
puts ideas into the minds of the 
spenders. It marks the first time in 
its 21 years that the Grove has had 
to observe a curtailed schedule. 

All over town its either another 
one folded or planning to call it 
quits. Creditors were called in last 
Friday (9) to decide the fate of 
Ciro’s and a shutdown is said to be 
a matter of weeks or days. Other 
class spots are plugging along in the 


P I | Waller, Paul Draper, W. C. Handy | hope that a change in war tidings 
ersona ; 

and Ella Logan. George Jessel and | will bolster morale and bring out the 

Appearance Willie Bryant shared the m.c. as- spending mob. Those already forced 

Tour signment. Only really regretable| to pull the shutters are Trouville, 

incident of the evening was Miss | Rhumboogie, Cafe Society, Tin Pan 

Personal Representative: — singing of ‘The Bigger the | Alley, Wilshire Bowl and Copacabana. 

rmy and Navy, the Better the | Ready to call it quits is Pirates Den. 

FRANK VINCENT Lovin’ Will Be,’ which was even Daily huddles have been held at Earl 


Carroll’s and Florentine Gardens, al- 
though the latter has been doing 
astonishing business in view of the 
general depression. 

Intimate cocktail rooms and the 
smaller niteries will reap the benefit 
from the gloom that has settled over 
the cover and minimum sites. Those 
with the lighter operating expense 


| have the best chance of surviving the 


dark days that lie immediately ahead. 


| Talent and bands are finding the go- 
| ing hard, with operators pleading for 


reduced minimums from ASCAP, the 
Musicians Unions and American 
Guild of Variety Artists to keep go- 
ing. So far there has been no tamp- 
ering with scales, but the view is 
taken that some adjustments will 
have to be made if their members 
are to be kept employed. 









































Exclusive Management 


AL BORDE 
203 N. Wabash Avenue 
CHICAGO 


AMERICA’S NEWEST SENSATION 
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I am proud to be a Member of the Amusement and Recreation 
Division of the Chicago Commission on National Defense 


—Willie Shore 
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roll revue is held over, and though on third pulled down as big a hit as 
anything else. The result was that the turn after 43 minutes had the 
audience asking for more. 

That two fast-moving acts held the opening and second spots of the 
program helped a lot. Daley, Mac & Daley (New Acts), a roller-skating 
trio, opened and got laughs and applause with seven minutes of fast work 
and some comedy. Lew and Paul Murdock, second, with eight minutes of 
neat stepping delivered with a sense of comedy values, hit those in front 
hard. 

Closing the first part, Irene Castle appeared after about six minutes of 
film showing her at home, etc. She made a speech and informed the au- 
dience that she was going to sing. ‘Some people come out and cough a 
couple of times and apologize for a cold; with my voice it makes no dif- 
ference whether I have a cold or not, it’s just as bad either way.’ With 
that bit of kidding directed at herself she made the grade with the audi- 
ence, for she put the number over rather nicely in a quiet way. But it 
was when the act got to full stage and she started dancing with Wm. 
Reardon that she shone. The first two dances were received nicely with 
appreciative applause, but with the ‘Castle Walk’ for the encore dance 
there was nothing to it, the house went wild. A solid minute of applause 
followed the conclusion of the dancer’s efforts. 

Bert Errol had the task of pleasing 'em immediately after intermission. 
He did it was ease. He had the women sitting down as close as the stage 
box guessing in the bridal costume, one going so far as to ask whether or 
not he was Leon Errel’s sister, but the ‘wig off’ at the finish was the tip off. 

Paul Morton, Flo Lewis & Co. (the Co. being the same colored girl 
that the comedienne used in her single) were another comedy how! with 
‘Broadway Butterfly.” Morton does a corking souse at the opening and 
Miss Lewis made the second score of the show for the ‘reds.’ Miss Castle 
is also red as well as bobbed, a reminder it was Irene Castle who started 
that fad some years ago. 

Then came Williams and Wolfus and with ’em came shouts, screams 
and shrieks of laughter. 

Closing ,the Six Hassens, a fast Arab troupe, ran through a series of 
pyramid formations and then the wheels, doing four minutes that held 
the audience. Fred. 


Enlistment Parts Team |19G Fire Levels Cafe 
meee In Bradford, Pa. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 13. Bradford, Pa., Jan. 13. 

War has broken up dance team of Firemen hampered by _ resem 
Seis Gil: Senta for this duveiion. Wale water lines watched helplessly 
ee ‘ Thursday night (8) as flames burned 
half of turn enlisted in air to the ground Bradford’s swankiest 
nitery, Lafayette Inn. Damage was 
set at $10,000. Spot had just been 
remodeled. 

Hoyt Meredith, manager, who was 
asleep in the building, escaped by 
crawling over the nitery’s roof. 


corps 
following act’s most recent engage- 
ment, at Villa Madrid here. Gal, 
his sister, will retire to her home 
in Uniontown, Pa., until her brother 
gets back. 
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14 New Shows Swing Into Action 
On the USO Army Camp Circuit 





Fourteen new shows are swinging 
into action this week on the secon- 
dary (‘Stars and Stripes’) circuit of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc. They in- 
clude one legiter, one all-Negro unit, 
one concert unit and 11 vaude re- 
yues. First two opened last Friday 
(9) at Fort Wadsworth, Staten Is- 


jJand, N. Y., and at the air base in 


Charlotte, N. C., with the rest of the 
premieres staggered between then 
and Friday (16). 

These shows are playing a cir- 
cuit of 141 small theatres with very 
limited stage facilities. Average 
salary nut is $1,000 per week for 
the shows, They supplement 11 other 
more extravagant layouts which 
have been out on the ‘Red, White 
and Blue’ circuit of 65 bigger and 
better equipped houses since early 
December. Latter shows get 20c ad- 
mish and the former 15c. 

Concert unit of instrumentalists 
and vocalists, all singing in English 
and presenting the lighter classics, 
is strictly an experiment. It opened 
last night (Tuesday) at Fort Mon- 
roe, Va., and CSI officials are anxi- 
ously awaiting reactions. 

Virtually every name in the con- 
cert field is being made available 
for gratis performances through the 
concert talent pool set up by CSI. 
These names will work singly or to 
supplement other shows and have 
no connection with the concert unit. 
From the pool, Jascha Heifetz will 
make two appearances at Coast 
camps during January and others 
later; Albert Spalding will give two 
performances during February, and 
James Melton has offered to do 15 
dates during January, February and 
March. Many more engagements are 
expected to be set when the regular 
eoncert season ends. 

In addition to the touring revues, 
CSI is being called upon to present 
a flock of special shows for service- 
men confined to barracks in and 
around New York. Performing at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard last week 
were Kitty Carlisle, Lewis and 
Ames, Bobby Joyce and Ginger, 
Sammy Walsh, Three Reed Sisters, 
and Irving Sacher. Players work 
for free on all these shows. 

Complete casts and starting dates 
of the shows on the ‘165 Circuit’ fol- 


lows: 
UNIT NO. 12—JUNIOR MISS’ 
(Legit) 
(Opened Monday (12) at Fort 
Storey, Va.) 


Barbara Bel Geddes, Melba Rae, 
Frank Rowan, Katherine Warren, 
Elena Ryerson, Warren Mills, Judith 
Cargill, Carl Judd, Fraye Gilbert, 
Clark Chesney, Peter Lawrence, 
George Wallach, Blaine Fillmore, 
Frank Amy, Sam Main, Paul Nevens. 
UNIT NO, 15—SWINGING ALONG’ 


(Opened last night (Tuesday) at 
Bangor Air Base, Bangor, Me.) 
Dixie Roberts, Three Sailors, 


Adele Girard, Joe Marsala Band. 

UNIT NO, 16—RHYTHM REVELS’ 

(Opened last night (Tuesday) at 
Fort Harrison, Indianapolis.) 

Three Reed Sisters, Barbara Blane, 
Don Rice, Bob White Band. 

UNIT NO, 17—KEEP SMILING’ 
(Opened Monday (12), Fort Dawes, 
Boston.) 

Jane Fraser, Harriet Hutchins, 
Cookie Bowers, Gaudsmith Bros. 
(2), Andy Delmar and Three Jacks. 
UNIT NO. 18 —‘MAJOR BOWES 
ALL-STARS’ 

(Opened Saturday (10) at Fort 
Slocum, New Rochelle, N. Y.) 
Stan Early, Three Yeoman Bros., 
Jeri Donahue, Marshall Rogers & 
Co. Joan and Gene, Paul Jones, 

Irene Carroll, 
UNIT NO. 19—LATIN-AMERICAN 
REVUE’ 
(Opened Friday (9) at Fort Wads- 
worth, Staten Island, N. Y.) 
Rimacs Orch (17). 
UNIT NO. 20—MUSIC IN THE AIR’ 
(Concert) 
(Opened last night (Tuesday) at 
Fort Monroe, Va.) 
Helen Henry, Alice Howland, Rolf 


Gerard, Stephen Kennedy, Ruth 
Breton, Sidney Edwards, Edward 
arris, 

UNIT NO. 21I—MAJOR BOWES 


ALL-GIRL REVUE’ 
(Opened Friday (9) at Charlotte Air 
_Base, Charlotte, N. C.) 
Cyril Smith, Mildred Maye, Jean 
Clark, Sheila Rogers, Patricia Holten 
Co. (3), Pearl Cassen, Dorothy 
Zane, Marie Smith & Co. (2), Wanda 
ibson, 
UNIT NO. 22—"BROADWAY 
BREVITIES’ 
(Opened last night (Tuesday) at 
Cochrane Field, Macon, Ga.) 
Dave Barry, Cordan & Sawyer, 





Gregory, Raymond & Cheri, Four 
Aristocrats, Honey Famil: (6). 


UNIT NO. 24—HAPPY DAZE’ 
(Opens tomorrow (Thursday) at 
Goodfellow Field, San Angelo, Tex.) 


A. Duval, Three Rays, Arthur and 
Morton Havel, Morrey Brennan & 
Band (8). 


UNIT NO. 25—SUNSET ORCH. 
(All-Negro) 
(Opened Monday (12) at Fort Clark, 
Tex.) 


Doc Wheeler and Sunset Orch 
(15), Pearl Bailey, Evelyn Keyes. 


UNIT NO. 27—SUNKIST REVUE’ 
(Opened Monday (12) at Gardner 
Field, Taft, Cal.) 

Madie and Ray, Stanton and 
Curtis, Dorn Bros. and Mary (3), 
Will Aubrey, Johnson and Blackwell. 

(Booked out of Hollywood.) 

UNIT NO. 28—FLYING HIGH’ 
(Opened Monday (12) at Fort 
Stevens, Astoria, Ore.) 
Claude Stroud, Olive White, Dick 
Lane, Allen and Kent (4), Four 
Whitson Bros. ‘ 
UNIT NO. 29—YANKEE DOODLE 
REVUE’ 

(Opens Friday (16) at Fort Robin- 
son, Crawford, Neb.) 


Eleanor Sherry, Robbins Bros. and 
Margie (3), Lowe, Hite and Stanley, 
Eddie Farley & Band (6). 

(There are no units 13, 14, 23 and 
26.) 











My Favorite Story 








George M. Cohan 


I asked the late Wilton Lackaye one day to tell me 
what he considered the biggest laugh he ever had 
handed to him in the theatre. He replied as follows: ‘I 
attended a matinee performance at the old Hippodrome 
and during one of the scenes an elephant fell into the 
orchestra pit and killed a trombone player, and believe 
it or not, that is the biggest laugh I ever had in the 
theatre.’ 

I don’t know why, but that is to my mind the fun- 
niest story I ever heard. 

7 > * * ” * 


Joe E. Lewis 


At Hialeath (race track in Florida) I was with Maxie 
Rosenbloom. He bet on a horse that really didn’t 
have a chance, so I said to Max: ‘You’re just throwing 
your money away. Boy, you’re dumb.’ 

And Maxie said: ‘Yes, I guess I am’? 

And then I said: ‘It’s all right to be dumb, but you're 
making a career out of it.’ 

* * * * om * 


J. C. Nugent 


George Fuller Golden, founder of the White Rats, 
from which sprang indirectly Equity, Screen Actors 
Guild, AFRA, etc., was at heart a poet. On his first 
arrival he was delighted with the beauty of California, 
as is everyone except failures in p.ctures and the 
natives. 

A native was driving George around through the 
Orange groves, the artichoke farms, the seashore, Pasa- 
dena and its loveliness. The native was chewing a 
stogie, his face stolid and expressionless. George broke 
out impulsively, ‘It’s all poetry—everything begins with 
P—Pacific, Palmetto, Palms, Pasadena, Precipice’—he 
paused for breath. 

‘Yes,’ said the native driver without enthusiasm, ‘and 
‘Post Office.’’ 


Sophie Tucker 


In Knoxville, Tenn., 1920, Gus Edwards’ act with 
Eddie Cantor, George Jessel, George Price, Lila (Cud- 
dles) Lee and Walter Winchell followed me in. I hada 
bad throat and some local doctor was treating me, 
Edwards’ act came in a few days ahead of time. 

Cantor had to have his throat looked after and the 
theatre manager took him over to the same local doctor 
who was treating me. The medico said to Cantor: 

‘There’s a coon shouter, Sophie Tucker, I’m treating, 
who is in very bad shape. If she doesn’t watch out this 
will be her last week of singing.’ The doctor has been 
dead the past 20 years and I’m still going. 


” * * * * * 


Pat C. Flick 


There is always the one about the actor who'd do 
anything to get on the radio. Went to a sponsor and 
offered the most sensational act of all times. He was 
willing to stand before the mike and actually commit 
Suicide by shooting himself in the head with a re- 
volver. But he didn’t get the job. 

The sponsor insisted on an audition, 

- + * * = o 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 


When I was playing in Duluth, Minn., years ago it 
was about 20 below. I was sitting around the pot- 
bellied stove in the lobby of the hotel when one of the 
natives came in, I said to him, ‘How can you people 
stand this terrible cold? Don’t you get frozen?’ 

He said, ‘This ain’t cold; my hands aren’t frostbitten; 


my ears are all right; my feet is O.K. Just let me sit 
down a minute.’ I said, ‘You ARE sitting down.’ 

‘Gee, it’s colder than I thought it was!’ said the 
native. 
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‘ America’s forces on land, sea and air. Our pro- 7 
fession is well represented in these posts. Those * 
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4 As president of the American Guild of Variety ; 
* Artists, I pledge our guild and the talents of * 
: member-artists will be “on call” to help sustain ‘ 
> 
. the morale of the men in service and the folks at 3 
e home, and aid in gaining ultimate victory. * 
* » 
? . 
: To all AGVA members—‘Thanks for your co- * 
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Amusement and Recreation Division, Currently 
Chicago Commission on National Defense Chez Paree, Chicago * 
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STATE, N. Y. 





Romo Vincent, Joan 
Barrys, Estelita, 4 Macks, Hugh 
Forgie & Ken Davidson, Tip, Tap and 
Toe. Ruby Zwerling’s House 
*H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). 





Going to seven acts this week in- 
stead of the customary five or SIX, 
and keeping the running time down 
to 68 minutes, the State has a very 
compact show. Varied in entertain- 
ment and with Romo _ Vincent 
doubling as m.c., it is pleasing sup- 
port for ‘H. M. Pulham, ; 


Merrill, The | 


Orch; | 


} Pas sable 


| Topsy, 


Esq. on] 


which the house mainly depends for | 


draught 

Two acts from night clubs, making 
their first appearance on any Stage 
and reviewed more extensively un- 
der New Acts, are on the bill. They 
are Estelita, a singer from Cuba who 
has been working at the Copacabana, 
local nitery. and The Barrys, society 
ballroom team which has been 
working various niteries in New 
York. , 

Appearing between acts and intro- 
ducing them, Vincent offers a few 
gags here and there before getting to 
his regular spot, but they are on the 
weak side, especially that one about 
the sparrow. It fell completely flat. 

Doing eight minutes in closing the 
show, Vincent comes into his own 
with his gags and comedy character 
songs. He injects a lot of hoke into 
his routine, but on the whole the 
material and Vincent’s selling are 
very entertaining. He is slated to go 
to a night club from here. He has 
played the State before. Sie 3 a 

Joan Merrill, who has been in pic- 
tures on the Coast and goes back 
there immediately after this engage- 
ment, has also been here before. A 
blues singer with a compelling style, 
backed by personality and looks, 
Miss Merrill is doing four numbers 
ranging from a novelty number with 
rhumba touches to a_ seriously 
patriotic ode to the Red Cross nurse, 
Angels of Mercy.’ Last-mentioned 
sends her across very strongly. 

Tip, Tap and Toe, on third, score 
soundly with their tap dancing. The 
buck work is extremely good. 

Four Macks, fast roller-skating 
turn of two men and two women, in 
which excellent carrying and twirl- 
ing figures, open while midway in 
the show are the two badminton ex- 
perts, Hugh Forgie and Ken David- 
son, in a standard exhibition. They 
are on 10 minutes, with Jerry Bram- 
mon acting as referee. 

Business at the Friday 
eaught was very good. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


show 
Char. 


Chicago, Jan. 10. 
Griff Williams Orch (17) with Wal- 


ter King, Bob Kirk, DeVal, Merle &| clinches 


Lee, Juvellys (2), Carroll & Howe;| 
‘They. Died With Their Boots On’ 
(WB). 





Having scored in the Empire Room 
of the local Palmer House the Griff 
Williams orchestra finds a ready au- 
dience at the Chicago theatre. The 
Williams band has always been dis- 
tinguished for decorum and class and 
presence here augurs well for the 
theatre 


Williams has developed a running | 


| 
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pretentious skill, gets the lyrics 
across clearly and is almost the only 
one in the show who doesn't blast 
the house mike. Kenny Sargent, 
saxophonist, does ‘romantic’ vocals 
and virtually cracks a customer's 
eardrums. Gray is an_ informal, 
straightaway m.c. 

Morgan Sisters (New Acts) are a 
tap-dance filler. Barry 
Sisters (New Acts) are a trifle more 
impressive rhythm harmony singers | 
and Jack Carter (New Acts) | 
hammers away without letup with a | 
comedy monplog. Cass, Owen and | 
comedy acrobatic turn, get | 
the best response. Some of the 
balances and knockabout 
quite tough and other bits are funny. | 
It’s a bit too strenuously screwball | 
at times and therefore somewhat | 
exhausting. 





ot: ic 
stufi is | 


| 
| 


About a two-thirds house when 
caught. As usual with Flatbush 


audiences, everything was a scream. 
Hobe. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Jan. 10. 
Russ Morgan Orch with Clarence 
Melter, Jana, Betty Barrett. Morga- 
naires Trio, Marie Carroll, Reynolds 
Howard; ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). 





Russ Morgan is best name the 
Tower marquee has carried in sev- | 
eral weeks. Added to the screen at- 
traction it looks Mke a good week 
despite continuous cold weather. 

The’ 55-minute stage lineup in- 
cludes good music, is bolstered with 
various entertainers and aided by 
Morgan’s informal but effective em- 
ceeing. Laryngitis took its toll, with 
Morgan working against a sudden 
cold, and Phyllis Lynne, regular vo- 
calist, remained in mg because 
of throat trouble whil tty Bar- 
rett came on from 8t. uis to han- 
dle the singing chores. 

Morgan plays only two of his own 
compositions, ‘Does Your Heart Beat 
for Me,’ with the Morganaires trio 


| Night’ (WB). 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 9. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Lucille 
Ball & Desi Arnaz, Hal LeRoy, Wally 
Brown & Annette Ames, 4 Bennett 
Sisters, Freddy Stewart; ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing’ (RKO). 





For a bill that’s been kicked 
around plenty, WB deluxer has come 
up with a neat package of entertain- 
ment this week. Originally, only 
Clyde McCoy’s band was set, that 
and a picture, ‘All Through the 
Then Ray Bolger was 
booked, was taken out, pencilled 
back in again and finally eliminated 
altogether due to a previous one-day 
booking he couldn't get out of. So 
Hal LeRoy was grabbed. Couple of 
standard vaude turns were then 
dropped when Lucille’ Ball-Desi 
Arnaz act became available, and in 
this move, film was changed from 
‘Night’ to ‘Look Who's Laughing’ 
(RKO) so that ads could feature 
Miss Ball ‘on stage and screen.’ Al- 
together a happy set of circum- 
stances for the Stanley. 

Ball-Arnaz duo is the mainspring 
and they pack a wallop unusual for 
a Hollywood couple invading the 
personal appearance precincts. Open- 
ing chatter of how they met, wooed 
and married is a little corny but 
okay for hinterland audiences, but 
after that they’re in the groove. 
Miss Ball packs plenty of s.a., comes 
through with a hot dance—and 
could even do more of it—while 
Arnaz, with a lot of charm and an 
engaging personality, vocals a couple 
of numbers and for a finish goes in 
for a hot session of bonga-slapping, 
which he does with the expertness of 
one who made his living at it before 
a screen contract came along. Both 
over big here and with reason, too. 

Clyde McCoy orch remains sugar 
blues-stylized, one of the few name 
outfits to stick to their original pay- 
dirt. Setup has four saxes, one trom- 
bone, three trumpets, bass, guitar, 
piano and drums and, of course, Mc- 
Coy with his horn, and he gives out 





singing, and ‘So Long,’ featuring 
leader on trombone and verse. Near 
finale he brings in his recorded ver- 
sion of ‘Small Fry.’ Clarence Melter 
takes in the spot as featured singer, 
with ‘Concerto for Two’ spotted near 
| opening and ‘Yours’ later on. Miss 
Barrett, with ‘Jim’ and ‘Do You Care,’ 
shines on both appearance and de- 
livery. 

Jana, charcoal sketch artist, dis- 
plays remarkable gift for instantane- 
ous caricatures and profile drawings 
“of patrons picked at random. He’s 
a regular member of the Morgan 
crew, while Marie Carroll and Rey- 
nolds 
acts. Miss Carroll appears in a stand- 





ard acrobatic turn while Howard 
does a snappy modern taps and 
with an imitation of Bill 
Robinson. 


‘Stumbling’ as band specialties be- 
fore closing with original lyrics to 
‘G’By Now’. Quin. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Jan. 10 
‘The Time of Your Life,’ with Mar- 
velo & Co., Peck & Peck, Betty At- 








| 





theme to introduce all numbers so |kinson, Carl Freed Orch, Phylis Colt. 

that the band is immediately recog- | Whitey Roberts; ‘Glamour Boy’ 

nizable without announcement It’s | (Par) 

a sweet and swingy band and main- 

tains excellent pace | Personalities put over the ‘Time of 
Leader does a bang-up job in front } Your Life’ unit and, with each act 


of the orchestra and also clicks solo 
at the piano. Vocalists are 
King and Bob Kirk, both 
nicely with the style and structure 
f tha hand. 


Three standard acts make up bal- 
ance of the show. All three were 
distinct clicks with this audience, 


DeVal, Merle & Lee being standout 
with burlesque and knockabout ball- 
room and adagio stuff. Juvellys are 
a topnotch acrobatic balancing team, 
with the girl doing some unusual 
head-stands, and the man turning in 


great balancing on a board set on a | 
Carroll and Howe drew } 


rubber ball 
laughs with chatter and finished well 
with comedy and hoofing 
Biz big last show Friday (9) 
Gold. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Gle? 
Hunt, 
Sets. (2). 
Sisters 
and Topsy; Shorts and Newsreesl. 


Barry Sisters (2), Barry 





Moderately entertaining show for 
this Brooklyn neighborhood house, 
with Glen Gray the principal b.o. 
draw. Despite the absence of strong 
acts or sock moments, though, the 
show runs too long—about 80 
minutes. There are only isolated 
bright spots, with extended let- 
downs. 

Gray band, with an orthodox setup 
of six evenly-split brasses, five reeds 
and four rhythms, tends toward hot 
style, occasionally becoming  ob- 
jectionably blaring. In spite of that, 
the outfit. seems to lack fire or zest. 
There are frequent solo breaks and 
the arrangements are reasonably 
distinctive, but the numbers are in- 
variably overlong. That drags out 
the already attenuated show. 


Pee Wee Hunt, trombonist, gets by 


rather well with vocals. Has un- 


Walter | 
fitting in | 


Gray Orch with Pee Wee| 
Kenny Sargent, Morgan Sis- | 


(2), Jack Carter, Cass, Owen | 


on its own merits, it’s a pleasing 
presentation. Line of 10 girls, ap- 
pearing in three routines, confined 
| largely to taps, gives the show a 
| iz i oe % - 4 

i mry opening an finale. 

Carl Freed teeing off as a single 
in front of the stage band, with 


} 


dition of troupe musicians, gets mild 
returns on clarinet solo. But when 
he brings on a harmonica trio in 
next to closing he cleans up. Boys 
come through with ‘Green Eyes,’ 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and ‘Poet and 
Peasant’ for excellent results’ While 
Carl does some neat work with the 
jews harp. 

Winners in their respective fields. 


are Betty Atkinson, dancer, and 
Phylis Colt, singer. Miss Atkinson 
uncorks the smoothest triple taps 





seen here this season, while Miss 
| Colt could not give the audience 


} enough vocals. Latter, a vivacious 
personality, opens with ‘Goodbye 
Dear,’ follows with ‘Tonight’s My 
Night’ and closes with a ‘I Want to 


Be a Hill-Billy Bride.’ 

Marvelo, with spirit figures flying 
about the stage in a spooky black- 
out following the opening chorus, 
misses fire. Peck and Peck, a colored 
team, following with slow motion 
comedy pantomime, registered. 

Whitey Roberts doesn’t impress on 
first appearance, but once he gets 
started with fancy tapping in con- 


junction with rope jumping he 
makes the grade easily. Roberts 


juggles plates and closes with jitter- 
| bug imitations. Kany. 





Ohio Nitery Fire 


Howard are added standard | 


Morgan reaches back in | 
| the portfolio for ‘Linger Awhile’ and | 


house orch augmented to 15 by ad- | 


in couple of numbers with those 
sweet licks which are about as 
widely-imitated as anything in the 
music field. Band still carries the 
four Bennett Sisters, who have im- 
proved considerably since last time 
around, and their ‘Boogly Woogly 
Piggie’ and ‘He’s 1-A in the Army 
and A-1 in My Heart’ are dished out 
in socko fashion. Freddy Stewart, | 
another singer, is in the Carmen | 
Lombardo vein without so much of | 
the tremolo and McCoy also has a | 
| trio step down from the stand for | 
| some okay novelty stuff. 
| On early, Hal LeRoy’s a mop-up | 
with his eccentric legmania. Rou- 
tines haven’t changed much since his 
days as a youngster with Ziegfeld, 
but judging from way the customers 
went for him this afternoon, he 
|needn’t worry. Rubber-limbed kid 
has a style that’s distinctly his own | 
and those pretzel-like taps are still 





| sufficient to tie up any kind of a 
show into a knot. Standard vaude 
team of Wally Brown and littie 


| Annette Ames got a tough break at 


opening show but that’s probably 
been corrected by now. They were 
saved for the last, following band 


specialty and McCoy’s torrid trum- 
peting, and mob had begun to walk 
at end of the horn-tooting, figuring 





that was the exit cue. Team, how- 
ever, kept those who stayed, kept | 
them in their seats and entertained 
as well. 


‘ - A | 
Biz not bad, considering the below- | 
zero weather outside. Cohen. | 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





ee pee 


This week's accumulation contains 
one item that is certain to be of his- 
torical significance. It’s the news- 
reel report of President Roosevelt’s 
| State-of-the-nation message to Con- 
| gress (Jan. 6), in which he outlined 
this country’s $59,000,000,000 war 
production program. The excerpts 
which the Embassy uses are credited 
solely to Fox. The summary on the 
| topic runs six minutes and the edit- | 
|} Ing succeeds in furnishing a sharply | 
defined grouping of the dramatic | 








| highlights of the address. 

Of the remaining mass of war 
| reelage the clip that perhaps incurs | 
| the deepest reaction is Universal’s | 


| pictures of the landing in Honolulu 
of the first American Expeditionary 
| Force of World War II. There are} 
also a few glimpses of the transport 
}in transit, with the sailor and soldier | 
passengers all wearing lifebelts, and { 
lof the convoying warships. . Univer- | 
|sal also contributes a review of ac- | 
tivity in airplane, tank and mu- 
nitions plants, a bit about Jack 
Dempsey offering his services to the 
; Army and some frames showing the 
| Normandie in process of being fitted 
}out as a naval auxiliary. 
Paramount's exhibits range over a 
world-wide front. They show ships 
in San Francisco disembarking the 
wounded from Pearl Harbor and the 
families of servicemen in the Ha- 
waiian forces, the signatures of the 
26 nations on the document which 
binds the Allies against making a 
separate peace with any of the Axis 
members and the arrival of Canadian 





Yellow Springs, O., Jan. 13. 

The Savoy night club and two ad-| 
joining buildings were damaged last | 
| week by a= $10,000 fire which} 
| threatened an entire business block. | 
Blaze started in the night club! 


from a gas heater, firemen said | 





expeditionaries at Hongkong and 
Singapore shortly before the out- 
break of the Jap war. Also a few 
snapshots of Winston Churchill as he 
poses on the White House grounds | 
in his zipper ‘siren’ suit and on his | 
visit with President Roosevelt to Mt. | 
Vernon. Paramount does itself added | 





| Ida James, 


| Poke, ‘Ink Spots’ 


credit with a trick picce of photog- 
raphy through which it pokes much 
fun at Hitler and his legions.’ It's 
the introduction of the whose- 
afraid-of-the-big-bad-wolf psychol- 
ony to the screen, and the initial 
effort has been cleverly deployed. 
This bit, ‘Hitler’s Army does the 
Lambeth Walk,’ was created by 
Charles Ridley of British Movietone- 
news. 

From Pathe comes a couple of se- 
quels to the Pearl Harbor tragedy. 
In one there is Admiral Nimitz pin- 
ning medals on navalists who dis- 


tinguished themselves during the 
attack, while the other bit pictures 
the graves of the men killed in the 
same encounter. Odec. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Harry James Orch (19) with Helen 
Forrest, Jimmy Saunders, Corky 
Corcoran; 4 Samuels, Billy Rayes; 
‘Ellery Queen Murder Ring’ (Col). 








Slick and showmanly Harry James 
band highlighted by the leader’s hot. 
deftly modulated trumpet, plus two 
topnotch vocalists in Jimmy Saun- 
ders and Helen Forrest, spell goot 
medicine for this four-day stand. 
Brooklynites greeted the James ag- 
gregation with cheers, whistles and 
applause in approved jitterbug style. 
Corky Corcoran, featured 17-year- 
eld sax, got his share of the welcome 
too. 

Saunders led off early in the pro- 
ceedings with such pops as ‘Minka,’ 
‘Everything’ and ‘Sinner,’ while Miss 
Forrest cleaned up with ‘1-A_ in 
Army’ and ‘I Said No.’ She also did 
a tune called ‘I Don’t Wanna Walk 
Without You,’ which got by largely 
on girl’s nifty handling backed by 
excellent James band. 

James aggregation delivered its 
usual jam session, and it was plenty 
strong. Maestro, as usual, set the 
pace and rhythm with his horn, and 
shrewdly blended the strings for 
maximum results. 

Billy Rayes, comedy juggler, un- 
corks his standard but still effective 
line of patter while manipulating golf 
halls. His patter brings in names of 
notables, with mimicry on how Gar- 
bo, Karloff and Sally Rand would 
juggle registering. Takeoff on Miss 
Rand went particularly big. 

Four Samuels, two boys and two 


i femmes, combine taps, acro hoofing 


and mild comedy for okay returns. 

The homo-erotica is not so forte but 

miditary precision stepping is sure- 

fire. One of the girls, acrobatic 

dancer, sells best with novelty splits 

and cartwheels. 
Biz good. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 10. 
Hawkins Orch (15) with 
Red & Curley, 
(4); ‘Belle Starr’ 


Mori. 


Erskine 


(20th). 

Main cogs in an all-colored show 
that dishes out torrid rhythm, the 
Hawkins orchestra and Four Ink 
Spots stage a b.o.\putsch here. Cur- 
rent headliners, in consequence of 
platter and juke-box fame, have a 
large following among local jive dev- 
to greet their idols in person. It’s 
the first Minneapolis appearance of 
the Hawkins aggregation, but ‘Tux- 


The Ink Spots, who played this house 
a year ago, solidified their standing 
here. 


Comedy is incidental in show this | 


week except for some exuberant 
legomania and horn tooulpE, Hawk- 
ins’ hot swing of a type which evokes 


enthusiasm among jivers, is temp- 
ered with liberal doses of sweet 
vocalizing. Aside from the Ink 


Spots, there are two hoofing acts of 
almost identical pattern. 

Hawkins band burn up their num- 
bers with original, scorching ar- 
rangements amounting to individual 
jam sessions. 

Personable Jimmy Mitchell steps 
out from the band to vocalize. His 
‘Somebody’s Rocking My Dream 
Boat,’ with boys in the band provid- 
ing comedy effects, touches off heavy 
applause. Madcap eccentric tapping 
by Red and Curley enlivens proceed- 
ings that never suffer from dearth 
of liveliness. Energetic duo beats 
the stuffing out of a set of drums 
while terping. 

Ida James, band’s featured torch 
singer is, paradoxically, a baby- 
voiced warbler with distinctive vocal 
style. With such numbers as ‘Hotch- 
kiss Corners,’ “This Love of Mine’ 
and ‘Let’s Do It’ she tied up the 
show. 

Individual band men, including a 
wild drummer, solo for brief periods 
during the ‘St. Louis Blues’ arrange- 
ment. Avery Parrish, ace pianist, 
then tickles the keys. 

At show caught Leon Poke was in 
a hospital here suffering from the 
flu and his partner, Fletcher Moke, 
worked alone, whamming the cus- 
tomers with comedy dancing. 

The Ink Spots, in closing spot, left 
‘em begging for more. They wham 
across ‘Keep Cool, Fool,’ ‘Real Thing 
Comes Along,’ “Without a Sweet- 
heart,’ ‘Hey, Doc’ and ‘Fire’ to terrific 
applause. 

Despite below zero weather lower 
floor was filled at opening show. 

Rees. 


Moke &| 


X- | of this 
edo Junction’ fame has preceded it. | 


| 


} 
| 


——— 


Unit Review 









DANCING AROUND 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, n. C) 





Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 3 
Irish & Leslie, Harry Pepper, Del 
Breese, Baker Twins, Theo Benning. 
ton, Erma Mae Woodbury, Line (8) 
Walter Johnson’s Band (4): ‘Marry 
the Boss's Daughter’ (20th). 








For a show that had just lost itg 
top act to the draft, Bill Army’ 
‘Dancing Around’ limps through sat. 
isfactorily, but not spectacularly, 
‘The Lightning Three,’ star act on 
the show, was drafted in Spartan. 
burg, S. C., just prior to the show’s 
appearance in Charlotte. 


Del Breese emcees and does a turn 
with cards and ciggies. Breese ig 
better qualified for his magic turn 
than his emcee chores, as denoted by 
the fact that his entire rabbit-pulling 
routine is devdid of patter. He 
handles cards deftly, continuing to 
produce stacks of pasteboards from 
the air, and is equally mystifying in 
pulling smokes and drinks out of the 
ether. Act silenced front-row heck. 
lers, who started out riding the act. 


Irish and Leslie are so-so in 
knockabout comedy turn which in. 
cludes passable eccentric dancing, 
gags and a song. Miss Leslie is an 
able stooge and got a good reception, 
_The Baker Twins, cuties from the 
line, are pleasing in a tap specialty 
that drew heavy applause. Emma 
Mae Woodbury ts okay in a Ha- 
waiian vocal during a hula produc- 
tion number, accompanying herself 
on the guitar. She returns in an 
evening dress for a smooth, hot 
treatment of ‘Alice Blue Gown.’ 
Jeanie Branda, redheaded beaut, is 
featured in a cootch on the Hawaiian 
number that’s well executed. Betty 
Corday is so-so during a specialty 
in an Oriental production number, 
Theo Pennington embellishes the 
two production numbers with back. 
ground vocaling. 

Hits of the show are two members 
of band on single specialties. Bob 
White, billed as protege of Gene 
Krupa, turns in a killer-diller per- 
formance of skin-beating. His turn 
was good for an encore. Jay Gil- 
buena, diminutive Filipino pianist, 
contributes some nifty digiting, going 
through a keyboard routine in which 
he tap dances while playing. 

Harry Pepper opens with juggling. 
He got a good hand for nifty work- 
out of hoops and hats. Proves him- 
self a good showman and comedian 
as well. Line is fair in four appear- 
ances, 


House good. Just. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N. Y., Jan. 13 
It was 40 below zero here last 


otees who are putting it on the line | week. 


Joe (‘Tubs’) Murphy, formerly of 
Murphy and Ingraham, saw a mess 
routine at a Rutland, Mass,, 
sanatorium, here for a general check- 
up. 

Town all agog as Judy Garland 
and Lana Turner are skedded to ap- 


pear at the Elks club ladies night 
affair, Both pic stars are now 
winter sporting at Lake Placid. 


Frank Q. Smith, musician who 
mastered many operations and three 
years of bed routine, left with that 
New Year okay to resume work in 
Milwaukee, 

Dorothy Maxwell back to Roch- 
ester, N. Y., after a general check- 
up, with an absolute ok. She was 
here for five years. 

Harry ‘Pop’ Barrett has staged a 
fine comeback with his 


eyesight, 


while Charlie Barrett is still mas- 
tering that wheelchair routine 
Dolph Singer has sent two more 


songs to his N. Y. publisher. He does 
most of his writing in bed. 
Benny outstanding 


comeback, ‘a 

Harold Bronson, former Boston 
nitery m. c., is a newcomer here. 
Just needs a little rest. 

Thanks to Ivy Allen for the read- 
ing matter and books sent to the 
colony. Ditto to Tommy Vicks. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Ressler an 





Unbilled Act 


Atlantic City, Jan. 13. 
The Four American Eagles, vaude 


acros, with bookings arranged in 
South America, waited several 
weeks for State Department’s per- 


mission to leave. 

When grant arrived from Wash- 
ington, one of group, Joseph Pa- 
centrilli, 20, had to be removed to 


Atlantic City Hospital .for ap 
pendectomy. 
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Night Club Reviews 





LATIN QUARTER 


(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Jan. 8. 

Sisters, Jade one — 

Bros., Patricia ‘all, ar- 
ane Miss Mignon, Monica Moore, 
Hermanos-Williams Trio, Faith Ba- 
con, Senor Wences, Mildred Law, 
The Reynolds, Lés Midinettes (16), 
Sonny Kendis Orch (12), Jose Cortez 
Orch (5); $3 minimum. 


Hudson 


Walters, who scored last sea- 
son's’ biggest local click with_ his 
Latin Quarter, nee Palm Island Club, 
has duplicated his feat in spades this 

ear with what Is possibly one of 
the sockiest nitery entries ever un- 
folded here. At least it is Miami’s 
No. 1 nitery so far this season. 

Walters’ surefire formula is com- 
paratively simple: not heavy-sugar 
names, but a widely diversified line- 
up of ace acts surrounded by a line 
of lookers, topped off with a couple 
of nudes, all geared to a lightning 

ce. Tabbed ‘Folies de l’Ameri- 
cana, current opus 1s rigged more 
along lines of a musical than a nitery 
revue, and is divided into five acts 
and 18 scenes. — 

Although Faith Bacon is conceded 
top billing, real standout is Senor 
Wences, ventriloquist. Without once 
preaking his machinegun line of 
chatter, he creates a number of un- 
believable voice changes. Pivotal 
yoice is character named ‘Jonee,’ 
qhich he fashions with his paws. 
However, others are even sockier. 
His illusion of a telephone voice is 
uncanny. So is effect of dummy in a 
box. He’s a class cafe attraction. 

tacular adagio dancers are the 
Martells and Miss Mignon. Sextet 
breaks loose from accepted twists 
early and nearly panics the joint by 
hurling the distaff member over the 
knobs of the diners. They’re one of 
best acts of this type ever caught 

ere, 

Hermanos-Williams are likewise an 
an acobatic sextet. However, femme 
is strictly for orbs and ears. Plunks 
guitar and warbles, while males pre- 
sent variety of clicky muscular con- 
trol stunts. Boys work fast and 
smoothly. 

Rae and Geraldine Hudson (ex- 
Hudson Wonders) first attracted local 
attention in the Earl Carroll unit. 
They are two limber-limbed acro 
dancers who, working both as singles 
and as a double, uncork nifty acro- 
batics to highly audible returns. 

Two other featured terpers in show 
are Mildred Law and Patricia Hall. 
Miss Law is a petite, charming little 
tapster, and Miss Hall clicks as pre- 
miere danseuse. Both are talented 
and highly effective. 

The Reynolds are octet of trick 
roller-skaters who score in a sensa- 
tional turn. Chinese stripper is 
Jade Ling. Miss Ling possesses a 
Fisher frame, which she displays to 
advantage. Miss Bacon still has an 
s.a, chassis, but her impressionistic 
conception of the death of a bird is 
overdrawn. 

Featured thrush is Monica Moore, 
who cops billing both as a single and 
production soloist. She capably fills 
both capacities. Only other vocal 


turn on the bill are comic Diamond 


Brothers, who are badly in need of | —S 
smooth handling. 


effective material, 
little, 

Line of gals, register solidly in 
four oustanding production numbers. 

Show’s patriotic finale, with Miss 
Moore warbling ‘I Hear America 
Singing,’ line in a V for Victory se- 
quence and entire cast converging 
around a red, white and blue May- 
pole, also rates plenty of attention. 

Sonny Kendis’ augumented aggre- 
gation plays the show with zip and 
Precision. Swing with the dansapa- 
tion in approved Stork Club style. 
Kendis has entirely new combo, with 
exception of his brother, who con- 
tinues to preside over the skins. Jose 
Cortez’s rhumba crew capably fills 
the gaps. Leslie. 


They contribute 





VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Billy DeWolfe, Harold Barnes, 
ead Kean, Kirk Alyn, Paul Bartels, 
R e Ver-Sighs (6) featuring Joyce 

ing; Maximillian Bergere and Pan- 
Chito orchestras; staging and chore- 
ography by Marjorie Fielding; music 
and lyrics by Miss Fielding and 
wre Barnes; costumes by Miles 

tte; $250 minimum weekdays; 
$3.50 Saturdays, 








ma least that can be said for the 
ck Prounis-Arnold Rosefield man- 
agement and Marjorie Fielding, pro- 
ucer, is that they have courage and 
Considerable foresight. Especially 
“ latter, or how else would they 
a booked a wire-walker into a 
ae cafe and visioned his presen- 
ag without a disastrous stage 
quite That the latter handicap is 
a ui; deftly overcome is to the credit 
iss Fielding; that Harold Barnes 
pl of the new show’s strongest 
ets is to the credit of the classy 
~year-old circus performer. 


<a Fielding has given the Ver- 








costumes, and 14 new songs authored 
by herself and Charles Barnes. None 
of the tunes will be remembered, but 
in the midnight portion they fit into 
the general theme of ribbing society 
debs and three N. Y. society column- 
ists, Cholly Knickerpocker, Barclay 
Beekman and Lucius Beebe. The 
humor is more for the uppercrust 
than the muggs, but the Versailles’ 
prices discount the chances of many 
un-social-conscious customers. 


Billy DeWolfe is this show’s name, 
and the young comic comes through 
handsomely with a melange of ma- 
terial that’s faintly familiar of sev- 
eral other acts. He whips it all to- 
gether in speedy fashion and evi- 
dently many attending the opening 
night (8) hadn’t seen or had for- 
gotten the original versions. De- 
Wolfe has exceptional style, plus 
several original touches in his de- 
livery, and he got roars with some of 
the bits, notably his takeoff on the 
middle-aged woman visiting a cock- 
tail bar for the first time; also his 
impressions of a corny nitery m.c., 
and a dame on the make in a saioon. 

For classy niteries, DeWolfe is a 
natural entertainer. A former dancer, 
he has fine stage presence and even 
gives the customers a sample of his 
former work via a good routine of 
acrobatic, double-jointed kicks. 


Rest of the show is in the polite, 
chi chi manner, and handsomely cos- 
tumed. Jane Kean sings most of the 
numbers in only fair voice, but she’s 
a blonde looker and that mitigates 
some of the vocal deficiencies. Kirk 
Alyn and Paul Bartels are two hand- 
some hoofers who are utilized more 
for atmosphere than anything else. 


The Ver-Sighs—that’s a name to 
conjure with—are more _ fashion- 
parade than a talented ensemble, 
with the exception of Joyce Ring, 
who delivers okay with a whirling 
dance specialty. The girls have 
gained quite a reputation as beauts, 
and costume-designer Miles White 
has done everything possible to en- 
hance that rep, but maybe a couple 
of them are overcome by all that 
fame and columnar plugging. Their 
lethargy is quite pronounced, one of 
’em even faking her lyrics when the 
ensemble is given the opportunity to 
sing. 

Maximillian Bergere plays the 
show in exceptionally smooth fash- 
ion, plus doing a good job for the 
customers’ fox-trotting. Alternating 
with Bergere for the rhumbas is 
Panchito’s small maracas crew, and 
they are deft with the hip-notizing 
rhythms. Scho, 


BAND BOX, BALTO. 





Baltimore, Jan. 10. 
Ross, Lane & Ross, Carlisle Sisters 
(2), Ann Howard, Babs 
Charles Carlyle, Billy Arnold and 
Orch (5); minimum, $1; $1.50 week 
ends. 





Latest entry among local niteries is 
this intimate room, located just out- 
side the civic center. General decor 
is new for this city and should click. 
Management by Max ‘Hennesey’ 
Cohen and Jerry Green ensures 


Following opening ballyhoo built 
around limited engagement of Jackie 
Heller and Rose Marie, show has 
settled down to a slick pace set by 
Ann Howard, wise cracking and 
often very blue mistress of cere- 
monies, who does some obvious im- 
pressions of burlesque chorines and a 
parody on ‘Let’s Fall in Love.’ 

Show unfolds with the Carlisle Sis- 
ters, dancers, in brace of moderately 
effective routines. Babs Ryan fol- 
lows in a session of songs, self-ac- 
companied at the piano. For a 
strong closer, Ross, Lane and Ross, 
trio of smart looking lads, score with 
specially written songs climaxed by 
a travesty on ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ 
which chalks up a hefty laugh score. 
Charlies Carlyle fills in with vocals 
and music by Billy Arnold’s quintette 
is okay for show and dancing. 

Providing calibre of entertainment 
is maintained and emphasis con- 
tinued on intimate nature of room, 
this spot should prove profitable. 

Burm. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT. 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 8. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), George Cor- 
tello Dogs, Stanley Sisters, Lois Hen- 
dricks, Woods & Bray, Bob Carter; 
50c. cover. 





Nice little show Tony Conforti has 
lined up for his downstairs spot. It’s 
headed by George Cortello and his 
cinema canines, a return engagement 
as a result of ‘popular demand,’ and 
in this case the phrase is no mis- 
nomer. It’s one of the best dog acts 
in the business. 


Cortello himself is a crack show- | 
man and contributes considerably to | 


the socko proportions of his turn. 
Works with about five mutts, most of 


| whom have acquired the mannerisms 
€s an entirely new show, new/and are even garbed to resemble 


i Lee off 





Ryan, | 


| 


well-known film stars. Opens with 
Mae West, a howl; goes into a Fred 
Astaire and then produces a Stepin | 
Fetchit, all of them out of the top| 
drawer. In between, Cortello uses a} 
rubber-jointed pup that he drapes 
around his body at will and winds up 
with some acrobatic stuff during 
which a terrier keeps walking up 
and over him in treadmill fashion. 
Mob here couldn’t get enough of 
Cortello’s menagerie, which played 
here ortginally only two weeks ago. 

Other acts, too, incidentally, are 
returns, Lois Hendricks is a quick 
repeat, a looker with swell pipes, in 
the aria tradition, and uses them 
nicely in ballads of a semi-classi- 
cal nature. Knows how to take full 
advantage of a mike as well. A 
pleasure, for a change, to see a dame 
in the operatic manner who doesn’t 
look like the usual idea of a prima 
donna. Miss Hendricks is slight, 
“svelte and pienty easy on the eyes. 

Woods and Bray, ‘Wonder Dancers’ 
—and so-called because gal in act is 
deaf and dumb and has been so since 
birth—remain Nixon Cafe faves, 
which they’ve been now for several 
years. Then go over big, particularly 
with their strong-arm exhibition, 
which follows a couple of ballroom 
routines. Stanley Sisters, couple of 
statuesque blondes, are preceding 
their familiar and still novel shadow 
dance with a crack display of flashy 
unison terp. Shadow dance doesn’t 
get its full effectiveness here because 
of room’s lighting but it’s a neat 
piece of business just the same. 

Bob Carter, singer with Al Marsico 
band, handles the m.c. chores and 
also has his own spot, in which he 
knocks out a few numbers with 
plenty of zing and vocal s.a. Orch 
plays the show deftly and mixes ’em 
up in the dance sets with careful 
consideration for the unspoken de- 
mands of different types of audiences 
on different nights. Cohen. 


CENTURY ROOM, N. Y. 


(COMMODORE HOTEL) 








Vaughn Monroe Orch (15) with 
Marilyn Duke; Ruth & Billy Am- 
brose, Charles Carrer, Line (8); 75c. 
cover weekdays, $1.50 Saturdays. 





This east side hostelry has been 
making a strong bid for the kid 
trade, which has been going largely 
to the dine-and-dance rooms in the 
Broadway _ sector. Since Oct. 3 
Vaughn Monroe’s band has been 
bringing them over in considerable 
numbers, 

There's plenty of show considering 
the cover and moderately scaled 
food and wine cards, with result that 
business is big over the weekend and 
fairly good other nights, 

In the vocal department there’s 
Marilyn Duke, an unusually tall gal 
who clicks with a couple of novelty 
tunes, but could switch some of the 
material for better results. Monroe, 
of course, is the warbling mainstay 
as well as the baton-wielder. He 
registered strongly, with tasteful 
selections at show caught. 

Musically band impresses as easy 
to listen and dance to. Aggregation 
composed of five sax, three trumpet, 
three trombone, drums, bass, guitar 
and piano, clicks with both sweet 
and swing. Monroe’s is not extreme 





in either department. Boys from 
the band also sing as trio, quartet 
and quintet. | 

Ruth and 
looking mixed 


smart- 
duo, 


Billy Ambrose, 
outside-booked 


|come through with some nifty bali- 


| novelty 





lence may be questioned since they’re 


|accompaniment with an accordion, 


roomology. Also have a_ pleasant 
dance comparing bashful 
couple of 50 years ago with the 20th 
century approach in a guy asking a 
girl for a dance. 

Charles Carrer, expert juggler 
working with a portable bar, balanc- 
ing bottles on the thin edge of a| 
plate and doing the spoon, cup and 
saucer routine, completes the bill. 
He’s another outside act. 

Girls in line are attractive, smartly 
costumed and impress strongly in 
routines staged by Dorothy Fox. 
Best is a Santa Domingo number, 
though two others are also good. 

Mori. 


GLASS HAT, N.Y. 


(HOTEL BELMONT-PLAZA) 








Belmont Balladeers (14), Covert & 
Reed, Margaret Scott, Barbara Perry, 
Howard Lally Orch (7), Joe Pafumy 
Orch (5): no minimum week days; 
$2 minimum Saturday. 





This show is a bit overboard on 
singers, but entertaining, neverthe- 
less. 

Belmont Balladeers, veteran group 
of colored waiters, here for five 
years, again clean up with their 
choral work. ‘Shortnin’ Bread’ and 
‘Ole Man River’ are their standbys. 
Group was forced to do ‘Go Down 
Moses’ as an encore. 

Margaret Scott, formerly heard 
only during the cocktail period, is 
registering solidly. Playing her own 


comely balladist is okay with a waltz 
and also conga number. Choice of 
some songs for a night-time audi- 


not exactly in the popular idiom. 
Series of hit songs from ‘The 
Student Prince,’ along with a parody 
on ‘Poor Jenny,’ start Covert and 
in nice fashion. Both boys 
have robust voices which blend well. | 











New Acts 








THE BARRYS (2) 
Dancing 
7 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
A youthful-looking team of so- 
ciety ballroom dancers, The Barrys 


have been performing on the floors | 


of various niteries, this being their 
initial stage date. Capable dancers, 
they need have no fear of any other 
theatre engagements they may play. 

Working in full stage, routine 
opens with a waltz in which very 
neat manipulation of the girl im- 
mediately characterizes their work 
as possessing particular smoothness. 
Man handles himself extremely well 
at all times. 


A novelty number, with panto- 
mime touches, follows, and the third 
routine is at a fast tempo with one 
portion midway at a slower pace to 
accentuate grace. Barrys have lots 
of the latter, and when caught here 
went over to good applause. Char. 


JACK CARTER 


Comedy 

14 Mins. 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Brash young comic apparently 


works on the theory that if he tosses 
flippancies' fast enough and long 
enough some of them are bound to 
click. With the soft audience at this 
Brooklyn nabe, that method is all 
right, and he gets over. 


Carter works alone, delivering his 
drum-fire monolog with almost as 
much rapidity as does Henny Young- 
man. However, Carter apparently 
knows or cares little about emphasis, 
shading or timing. He simply keeps 
slugging away at top speed. Much 
of his material is old and virtually 
all of it familiar. There are in- 
numerable gags, plus impressions of 
people on subways, radio absurdi- 
ties, film take-offs (not nearly as 
clever as Jack Guilford’s bit in ‘Meet 
the People’ last season on Broadway) 
and finally a few broad impersona- 
tions. Carter is energet’#: and tire- 
less, but scorns skill or subtlety. 

Hobe. 


MORGAN SISTERS (2) 
Dancing 

8 Mins. 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Ordinary tap twosome, apparently 
nitery graduates and making a pass- 
able impression as a filler here. Gals 
hoof satisfactorily and even display 
a few nice trick steps, but their rou- 
tines are commonplace and the: en- 
tire act lacks style. 

Costumes are unimpressive. When 
caught, both were wearing white 
dresses with loose, knee-length skirts. 
They should wear stockings. 

Hobe. 


| only two numbers. 


ESTELITA 
Songs 
6 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 

Playing here on her first theatre 
date anywhere, Estelita, formerly of 
Cuba, was recently at the Copa- 


| cabana, N. Y., nitery devoted to the 


rhumba, conga and samba. 
Estelita, a girl with a lot of per- 
sonality and apparent song-selling 
ability, comes here with a routine of 
Her singing and 
performing equipment, with much 
vivacity thrown into the selling, sug- 
gests she should have better material. 
Opening with a Cuban number 
which is accompanied by bumps, hip 
gyrations and the like, she goes into 
a dramatic novelty that does not suit 
her too well. However, she was 
pretty well liked here on show re- 
viewed. Char, 


BARRY SISTERS (2) 
Songs 

13 Mins. _ 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Rhythm harmony duo bill them- 
selves as from station WHN, New 
York, but from appearances they’ve 
apparently had more experience be- 
fore live audiences than via the air. 
They play to the spectators fairly 
well and seem at ease on stage, but 
they display little knowledge of 
using a microphone. At this catch- 
ing, Only occasional moments were 
soft enough, but most of their sing- 
ing was painfully loud. Radio should 
have taught them to back away from 
the mike when they use more vol- 
ume. 

Choice of songs is generally good, 
as their numbers all avoid the trite 
selections. However, at least one 
familiar tune might help. They 
sang four songs when caught, just 
one too many. They dress becom- 





ingly. Hobe. 
COLUMBUS & CARROLL 
Ballroom Dancing 

11 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Charles Columbus, who once 
danced with Harriet Hoctor, has 
framed a neat new turn with 
Kathryn Carroll, dancer first dis- 
covered when ballerina with the 


Robin Dell Opera Co. She’s a slight, 
dark-haired looker who keeps pace 
with his polished ballroom stepping. 
Wisely Columbus has constructed the 
act around a ‘Dance Cavalcade’ idea, 
introducing the Bunny Hug of 1910, 
the Castle Walk, the Maxixe, the 
Charleston, the Shag and the Stomp. 
All steps are easily recognized, 
even though some, such as the Bunny 
Hug and Shag, are done with broad 
strokes for popular appeal. Both 
naturally are expert terps artists. 
This is their initial N. Y. appearance 
as a team and they’re pllentv good 
for vaude and night clubs, Wear. 





any also have a neat mind-reading 
1 


Barbara Perry, blonde terpster, 
enhances her turn with neat leaps 
and twirls worked into her tapping. 


Her American interpretation of a 
Spanish castenet dance also is a 
switch from usual tapstering. She 


| fails to realize on her nice person- 


ality, however, because of the im- 
|proper lighting. MHair-do and cos- 
tume also hardly fit. She was well 
liked here, though. 

Howard Lally, whose smooth 


rhythm crew plays the show and for 
some of the patron dancing, emcees 
pleasingly and chips in with a 
worthwhile violin solo. His orches- 
tra also spotlights twin grands for 
added effect on ‘Piano Concert.’ 
Pafumy’s outfit plays for dancing 
only, featuring Latin-American 
tunes. Wear. 


MAYFAIR ROOM 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 11. 
Hildegarde, Emil Coleman Orch. 


Joe | 


— 


MARINE ROOM, CHI 


(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 


Chicago, Jan. 8. 


Harold Stokes Orch (15) with 
King’s Jesters (3) & Marjory Whit- 
ney, Berry Sisters (3), Hal Behan, 
|Peggy & Moro, Dorothy Dorben 
Dancers (8). 

Harold Stokes for the past few 
years has been musical director at 
WGN-Mutua! and before then at 
|NBC here. His recent buildup has 
been on radio and his work has been 


constantly in that medium. 
Having left radio for the orchestra 


field, Stokes has built a radio show 
treatment into his aggregation, using 
plenty of vocal arrangements for 
his musicians, in addition to using 
vocal groups such as the King’s 


Jesters and the Berry Sisters to give 


much color and change of pace to 
his orchestral group. It is a big 
thing that Stokes has tackled, but 


he knows what he is about and the 
results are clear-cut. 
Orchestra is a straight, sweet band. 





Blackstone hotel, which has been | 


a stopping-off place for the topflight 
performers, has inaugurated a new 
room which is pushing the former 
Balinese Room into lower-case bill- 
ing. The new Mayfair is getting off 
to a strong start with Hildegarde, a 
smart booking for any class nitery. 

Working with consummate ease 
and grace Hildegarde does plenty 
of singing here and had the mob 
eating out of her hand. Swell rep- 
ertoire includes such tunes. as 
‘Everything I Love,’ ‘Mama Oquero,’ 
‘I Said No,’ and ‘Jenny.’ 

Hildegarde had the room packed 
to the ropes opening night, and it is 
likely she will continue to pack ’em 
in as long as she is here. She has 
a large following which rolled up in 
limousines, filling the Mayfair with 
opulence and made it resound with 
applause, 

This room, like the Camellia 
House at the local Drake hotel, was 
built for Hildegarde. It is a quietly 
decorated room of pastel green and 
purple and seats around 250. 

Emil Coleman orchestra is well 
suited to this room, where it will 
probably be much happier than at 
the bigger and louder Chez Paree, 


'scene of Coleman’s previous appear- 


ance in Chi. Gold. 


It plays pops and other types in 
maintaining the melody—and the 
|}eardrums. Stokes uses three fiddles, 
four saxes, four bra and three 
rhythm; the tempo makes for ex- 


cellent dancing. 

Marjory Whitney is featured with 
the Jesters. Outstanding for vocal 
work are the Berry Sisters, who in- 
dicate a real future among femme 
trios. And for solo stuff there is 
Hal Behan, who manages nicely 
with a straight vocal. For comedy 
stuff there is Red Hodgson. 

Currently Stokes is doing a ‘Gay 
90s’ show, and his troupe is all over 
the place, instrumentalizing, singing 
as glee clubs, working with the Dor- 
}ben Dancers in the line and putting 
on an all-around show. Stokes 
m.c.s and does a great job of it, 
having poise and distinction. 

In addition to the Dorothy Dorben 
line, which has enjoyed much wel- 
come from the patrons here for a 
long time, there is the dance team 
of Peggy and Moro as the only out- 
side act. They’re nice-looking and 
he does some especially fine work, 
Their routines are a bit chopped up 
here due to the demands of keeping 
in tune with the mauve decade idea, 
but their excellent dance workmane 





i ship shines through at all times. 
Gold, 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JANUARY 16 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (14) 
Gene Krupa Bd 
Dinah Shore 
Dean Murphy 
Shea & Raymond 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (16) 
Griff Williams Bd 
Merle, Duval & Lee 
Howe & Carroll 
DETROIT 
Michigan (16) 
Glenn Miller Rd 
Lorraine & Rogran 





MIAMI 
Olympia (5-8) 


Irene Vermillion 

Mazy Brach 

Gil Lamb 

Masters & Rollins 

ST PAUL 

Orpheum (16-19) 

Inkspots 

Erskine Hawkins O 
DES MOINES 

Paramount (20-22) 

Inkspots 


Erskine Hawkins O 


OMAHA 
Orpheum (16-20) 
Ted Weems Ore 


Marjorie Dave 
Nonchalants 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (16-23) 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Joe & J MchKenna 

(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (16-19) 

Eddie Duchin Ore 

(9-12) 

Harry James Ore 

4 Samuels 

Billy Rayes 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (16) 

C Thornhili Ore 

Larry Adler 

Lime 3 


(9) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (16-21) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 

(9) 





Clyde McCoy 
I Ball & D 
Hal Le Roy 
Brown & Ames 
UTICA 
Stanley (20-22) 
Gray Casa Loma O 
Little Tough Guys 
Anita Boyer 
(13-15) 
8 Stooges 
Will Osborne Ore 
Rosalind Gordon 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (16) 
Roxyettes 
Cerol King 
Larry Blake 
(9) 
toxyettes 
Roy Davis 
Lime 3 
3 Swifts 


Ore 
Arnaz 


~~ 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY | 
State (15) 
Vincent Lopez Or: 

Bob Evans 
Martez & De Lita 
Sunny Rice 
Le Ahn Sis 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (15) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Paul Draper 
Jim Wong Tr 
John Hoysradt 
Hoo Shee 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (16) 
Folie Internationale 

The Shyrettos 
Karin Zoska 

6 Diplomats 
Charles & Celeste 
Franklin D’ Amore 
Lambertie 

Frank & J Hubert 
Novelle Bros 
Helene Mae 
Judith & Jacques 


The Chadwicks 
(9) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 


Bonnie Baker 

Ambassadorettes 

Walter Dare Wahl 
OLEVELAND 
Palace (16) 


Marion Hutton 
Lorraine & Rognan 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (16) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
(9) 
The Great Lester 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Paul Remos Boys 
Condos Bros 
ALBANY 
Palace (15-20) 
Bill Robinson 
J Lunceford Ore 
Velma Middleton 
Miller Bros & Lois 
DAYTON 
Colonial (16) 
Bowery Follies 
(9) 


‘Time of Your Life’ 














Cab Calloway SCHENECTADY 
Cotton Club Ore Procter’s (21 only) 
(9) Bill Robinson 
Glenn Miller Ore J Lunceford Ore 
Ray Eberly Velma Middleton 
4 Modernaires Miller Bros & Lois 
NEW YORK CITY | Jane & Geo Ross 

Music Hall (15) Wilson 3 
Hubert Castle (One to fill) 
Bob Dupont Ridgewood (14-16) 


Hilda Eckler 
Nicholas Daks 
Robert Landrum 
Guy Smith 
Corps de 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 


3allet 


Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (15) 
Bob Hannon 
Frank Gaby 
Equillo Bros 
Ben Yost Singers 
qOne to fill) 
Apollo (15) 
All-Girl Show 
Jackie Mabley 
3 Brown Sis 
MeGinty & Perkins 
Candy & Pepper 
Riviera (18) 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Windsor (16-18) 
Gray Casa Loma O 
Barry Sis 
Jack Carter 


Morgan Gls 
Cass, Owen & Topsy 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (16-138) 
Banks & Faye 
Jed Dooley Co 
(Three to fill) 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (12-14) 
J Lunceford Ore 
Bill Robinson 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (15) 
C Mark Ravellies 
Kitty Carlisle 
Jack Leonard 
Smith, Rogers & E 
Marine (18 only) 
he Roulands 
ill Mastin 8 


e@ Sis 
pis to fill) 
(14-15) 
ey & Gould 
vin & Wayne 


Pat Hill 

BHilizabeth Canines 
Blanche Collins 
The Cabineers 

Jed Dooley Co 
Mayfair (17 only) 
The Roulands 

Will 


Mastin 3 
White Sis 
(Two to fill) 


BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (15) 
Paul Gerrets 
Wells & 4F 
Daley 

Radio Aces 

Badminton Players 
Royal (16) 

Hin Ore 


ays 


Cass 


Parl 
Sun & Sonny 
Reynolds & White 
Sahji 
State (18-21) 
All-American Fol 
(15-17) 
2 Tops 
The Cabineers 
Joy May Co 
Tanit Ikao Co 
BUFFALO 
Century (15) 
Yost New Yorkers 
CAMDEN 
Towers (15) 
Troy & Lynn 
Raymond Wilbert 
Falls. Reading & B 
Joe Phillips Co 
Singing Texans 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (15-18) 
Estreliita & Apus 
Mirth & Mack 
Gloria Parker 
(Two to fill) 

FALL RIVER 
Empire (15-17) 
Earl Carroll Vanities 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (16 only) 





Alvin & Wayne 
Jane & Geo Ross 


Wilson 3 
Rodney & Gould 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (16-18) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (17 only) 
Alvin & Wayne 
Jane & Geo Ross 
Wilson 3 
Rodney & Gould 
(One to fill) 
NEWARK 
Adams (15) 
Harry James Ore 
PATERSON 
Majestic (20-22) 
Winniw & Dollie 
O'Connor B & Clair 
Geo Freems 





| Midnight Manhattan 
CA 


The Cabineers 
(One to fill) 
(16-19) 


Seed & White 


5 Crackerjacks 
Wesson Bros 
Ming & Ling 


PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (15-18) 
Sammy Kaye Cre 

SOUTH RIVER 

Capitol (16-17) 
Trumpet 2 
Bud Sweeney 
Kathleen Byrnes 3 
Little Tough Guys 
Torrelli’s Circus 

WASHINGTON 

Howard (16) 
Louis Prima Ore 
3 Shades of Rhythm 
Lee & Hawley 
Gonzales 3 

WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (17-18) 


Frances Leslie 

Wilma Novak 

Irene Kaye 

| Grooverneers 

| Bobby Bernard 

| Dick Lewis Ore 

52d St. Swing Club 

Gypsy Lopez 

Greenwich Village 
Inn 


| Carol Chapelle 
Dianita Rivera 
Vera Nova 
Gertrude Bond 
Judy Rudy 
Geraldine Gale 
Gene Monet Ore 
Harlem Kendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 


Julio Richards 

Kiki 

Felipe ade Flores 

Hector del Villar 

Eleanor Grecco 

Movita 

Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Orc 
Norma Shepard 





Charlie Murray 
Imogene Carpenter 
otel Plaza 
(Persian Koom) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Columbus & Carroll 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Harold Cooke Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Cerney 2 
MacPerrin 
Bob King 
Ford Harrison Ore 
a aime 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 


Harriet Haddon 


Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 

Bob Tobin 

(La Malsonette) 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Rosalie Grant 
Madame C Alphand 








Fred Keating 


Hoot Howley 


Maximilian 


Gaston’s Monte Carlo 


Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 
19th Hole Clab 
Rita Renaud 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bili Hal! Ore 
Nut Club 
Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 
Old Roumanian 
Elenore Wood 
Freddie Bernard 
Lela Kenay 
Sadie Banks 
Jeanette Garrette 
Nilda Ramos 
Place Elegante 
Cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 
Charles Weidman 





Elsie Houston 











JAN 
Jamaica 
Bo Jenkins 
Crosby Sis 
Moore & 
Anthony & 
The Elgins 
PASSAIC 
Passaic (15) 
H'wood Sweater 
Lois Andrews 
Dolly Dawn Ore 
PHILADF\LPHIA 
Carman (15) 
Pastine & Fanchon 
Al Gordon Dogs 
Diane Davis 
Bellett & Eng 
Fay's (15) 
Ceil Von Dell 


(16-21) | 


tevel 


togers 


Gls 


Bros 
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Tyler, Thorn & P 
(Three to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (12-14) 
Earl] CarrollVanities 





Cabaret Bills 





Arthur's Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron 
Armando’'s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Or« 
Bette Hinman 
Dorothy Alien 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagatelle 
Nordstrom Sis 
Marcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 3 
Frank Mandella O 
Beachcomber 
Harry Rose 
Honeychile Wilder 
Freddy Jemimo 
Maxine Coleman 
Bob Parrish 
Machito Orc 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Owen & Parker 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Marie Atkinson 
Nora Anderson 
Guy Howard 
Freshmen 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Frederica 
Ginger Lane 
June Carroll 
Ermine Randolph 
Virginia Gibson 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Syivio Orc 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Don Richards 
Charles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Butler’s New Room 
Steve Murray Rev 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole Ore 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Orc 


Co 


John Kirby) 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ens 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
|Teddy Wilson Ore 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Connie Berry 
Frances Smith 
Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 


Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 

Juan Dimitri Ore 


Casino Russe 


Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Olga Vadina 
Nicholas Matthey O 


Cerutti’s 


Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 





NEW YORK CITY 


4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parvish 
Chateau Moderne 
Ira Spector Ore 
Clichy 

Ann Gale 

Walter Lynch 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 

Kay Blaire 

taye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jordan 
Susan Lang 


Club Gaucho 


Jose & Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Parunox 

Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 

Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 


Club Maxim 
Jackie Phillips 
Moussy Garner 
Harriet Cross 
S & S Dahl 
Johnny & George 
Eleanor McCann 
Milt Mann Ore 

Club Midnight 
Ramona 
Vi Bradley 

Club 
Ching 
Elmer Snowden Orc 
Los Chamacos Ore 


Samoa 


Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Peggy Fears 


Loper & 
Fernando 
Estelita 
Los Segovias 
Charles Baum 
Frank Marti 
Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 
Coq Rouge 
Sylvia Marlowe 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Oneska 3 


Cue Club 


Barrat 
Alvarez 


Ore 


Ore 


Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 


Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Bettv Comp 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 

El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey ore 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 
Billie Holiday 
Three Riffs 
Babe Hussin Orc 
51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Kary! 
Wauneta Bates 








Larry Bennett 3 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassader 
(Trianon Keom) 
Jules Lande Orc 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor } 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kubn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 


Belmont Baltadeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Or« 


Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Keom) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
Jean Blair 
4 Little De- 
Val Olman 
Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Vaughn Monroe Orc 


Icers 
Orc 


Peter Rotunda Orc 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 


Marylin Duke 

Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Ray Morton Orc 
Muriei Bird 

Hotel Sth Ave 

(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
Beverly Berkley 


Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Hartmans 


Laura Deane Dutton 


Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hetel Warwick 
(Raleigh Koom) 
Vicki 
Sande 


George 
Williams 
Hurricane 
Sylvia Froos 
Gus Van 
Ray Parker 
Ethel Shutta 
Floria Vestoff 
Alex Rotovyv 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Lolita Cardoba Orc 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
6 Greys 
Joan Brandon 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian RKollini 3 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 


Ore 


Helen Holmes 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 


Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Isabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kern's 
Jean Claire 
Cornel Tanassy 


Kelly's Stabile 


Ore 




















ROCHELLE and BEEBE 


Cocoanut Grove 
15th WEEK 
Park Central 


NEW YORK 
Dir. EDDIE SMITH, Paramount Bidg. 


Barri & King a 
Madeline Gray Kea Loke 
3urton Gross Ore Betty Behr 
Ann Hallow 
Hotel Lexington Art Tantum 
Ray Kinney Ore Glenda Hope 
Meymo Holt Ramon & Jo Ann 
Ben Jane 


Hotel 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Al Cummings 
H Montgomery 


Tiny Kaye 
Anna Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cesmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 

Paddock Int’! 
Bob Bell 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotwl 


(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Barone 
JI & J Walton 
Mary Beth 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Jane Jordan 
Ray Conlon 


Skeets Minton 8 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Art Kassel Ore 

Marion Holmes 

Martin Barnett 

Lydia & Joresco 

Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 

Dave Pritchard Ore 

Dick Ware 

Bob Marshall 

Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
Scat Davis O 

Gloria Van 

Tony Cabot 

Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 

Ken Thompson Ore 

Mary Jane Howard 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 


John 

















Napua 
Leilani laea 
Nani Todd 


Lehua Paulson 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Or 
Hotel New 
senny Goodman O 

Pege y Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 

B& B Wade 
tonny Roberts 

Ice Ballet 

Grace Harvey 
Lynn C 


Yorker 
I 


) lare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotei Park Centra! 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Hotel Piceadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rosario & Antonio 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bert Allerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Earle 





Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 3 
La Conga 

| Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Orc 
Lee Dixon 

Harris Co 

sonia Cortes 


Gloria Belmonte 
La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 
La Martinique 


Imogene Coca 
Carlos Ramirez 
Di Gatanos 
Merrie Vee Johnson 
Cy Walter Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoft 
Julian Fuhs 
Sula Lester 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Bobby Sanford Co 
Eddie Davis 
Margo Good 
Gilli Filli 
Byrnes & Swanson 
Chinita 
Gene Stockwell 
M & lL Rudolff 


Noel Toy 

Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 


Maison Pierre 





Tommy Lyman 


Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Kiddie Roth Ore 
Broadmont 
talph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Jeannine 
Rhymettes 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Thelma White 
Three Ryans 
Sherry Darlane 
Hoffman Sis 
Beth Farrell 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Or 
Capitol Lounge 
Mauri Rocco 
Joe de Salvo 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 


Morton Downey 


| Sibyl Bowan 


| Willie 
{Paul & Eva 





shore 
Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
hoyvd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPlerre 
Alan Rogers 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colony Club 
Gomez & Minor 
Paul Regan 
April Ames 
Nina Orla 
Tito Coral 
Debutantes 
Jose Morando Ore 
Colosimos 
Dave Malcolm 
Chick Schloss 
Tiny Gorman 
Larry Ross 
Pete Sperner 
Jayne Alberts 
Chrystine Tremayne 
Don Lang Ore 


Walton & O'Rourke 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Clemente Orc 


Ruban Bieuw 


Pauia Laurence 
Peters Sis 

Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finnel 
Herman Chittison 
R Dyer-Bennet 


Russian Kretchma 


Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuzretzofft 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Ore 
Frank Curbello Ore 
Ubangi Club 
Stuff Smith 
Savannah Churchill 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Babe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Noire 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 
Wivel 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 


Versailles 


Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 





| George 


Billy de Wolfe 
Jane Kean 
Harold Barnes 
Kirk Alyn 

Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
O'Dell 
Eppie Bruce 
Graham Sis 
Grant Fam 

Tex Fletcher 
Pappy Below 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Rest 
Ann Robinson 


Del 


Paddockeers Orc 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Koom) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 

Pedro Albani Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 

Wm Madden Ore 

Gables Inn 

(Black Horse Pike) 

Conchita & Antonio 

Walter Walters 

Marley 

Nan DeMar 

Pete Miller Ore 


Prognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramos Ore 
Hodges 
Edgewater Beach 
liotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Harold Stokes Ore 
Kings Jesters 
Marjorie Whitney 
Peggy & Moro 
Berry 
Hal Behan 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
885 Club 
Duanos 
Dan Rogers 
Randall Sis 
Mary Ruth 
Julio Garcia 
Johnny 


Ramon 
Joy 


Sis 


Milam 
Ore 
Honnert 

Eitel’s 

Heidelberg Octet 

Rathskellar 

Hans Muenzer Ens 

5100 Club 

Danny Thomas 

June Carson 

Bob O Lin Gls 

Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 

Lew Story Ore 

Sinclair Mills 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 

Grand Terrace 
F Henderson Ore 
Harlem Rev 


Hi Hat 
Carr 
Bartel 
Jimmy Ray 
Mile Michelle 
Maxine Turner 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 


Billy 
L € 


Winnie Hoveler Gis 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 

Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 


Helen Sumner 

L’ Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausel) 
Murray & Cumming 
Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


Ia Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Conchita 
Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 
Ruth Petty 
Jackie Green 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Tony Marks 
Polly Day 
Claire Mangen 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Cardinti 
Di Gatanos 
Lina Romay 
Maiguelito 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 





Gene Kerwin Ore 


(Panther Room) 
Bobby Nyrne Orc 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casine 
Pan-Am Danc 
Walter O'Keefe 
Steve Evans 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 
Jack Rodreguez O 
Don Pedro Oro 

606 Club 
Guy Cherney 
Ann Howard 
Trudy Fanchon 
Patsy Ann 


Band Box 


Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Oro 
Al Stone 
Stelita 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 


Felix de Cola 

Roger Roland 

Ken Stevens 

Nita Claire 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow] 


Ames & Arno 
Kuth Craven 
Grey & Diane 
Phil Harris Ore 


Casa Manana 


Frankie Carle 

Fred Lowery 

Larry Cotten 

Mimi Cobanni 

Cocoanut Grove 

The White Guards 

Fr D'Amore & Anita 

Snooky Lanson 

Ray Noble Orc 
Earl Carroll 

The Debonairs 

W West & McGinty 

Dick & Dotty Remy 

Gali Gali 

Ginger Harmon 

Beryl Wailace 

St Clair & Day 

Mare Ballero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 

Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


NTG 

Dolly Michell 
Ruddy Weed 

Mike Pingatore 
Chiquita 

Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Ore 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 
Charlie Foy's Club 
Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 


Club Ball 
Los Caballeros 
Delta Rhythm 
Nitza & Ravell 
Andrews Sis 
Baliloolies 
Alan Fielding 
Val Irving 
Ben Franklin 
Penny Davis 
Barbara & Barry 
Phyllis Myles 
Claire Willis 
Flamingo 3 
Frankie Masters 
Gitanos 
Benny the Bum’s 
Lord 
Leighlet 
Shaw 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Dawn Lovely 
Joan Williams 
Stephanie & Craig 
Grace Gordon 
Don & R Marshall 
Carrolloviies (12) 
College Inn 
Elaine Ellis 
Jean Ware 
Jane Lynd 
Julia Cummings 
Billy Williams 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Orc 
Embassy 


Boys 


Ore 


Gwen 
Vivian 
Dolly 


Fernandez Orc 
Rosalie Grant 
Lennore Lipton 
Laverne Upten 
Lorretta Lane 
Eduardo 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Miidred Perlee 
Pat Shevlin Orc 
(H Walton Reof) 
Barbara Blane 
Pearl Robbings 
Barbara Perry 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Ore 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Orc 
Rose Gallo 
Jack Le 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Betty LaRue 
Audrey Joyce 
Lillian Chaplin 
Delsie Dee 
Dotty Villard 
Gray & Harlow 
Agnes Barry 
Suzettes 
Jack Spangler 
David Gold Ore 
Lexington Casino 
Richard Bach 
Great Rockets 
Bobby Bernard 
Margie Smith 
Paul Kane 
Olga Anton 
Garvin Buschell O 
Vic Earlson 
Octaves (4) 
Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Ann Massey Gls 
Frank Vallee 
Ruth Kaye 
Eddie Blum Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Mack Pepper 
Frances Leslie 
Brandows (2) 
DeLloyd McKay 
Sally Keith 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
3 Aces and Queen 


ane 





Jaros Sis 


——__. 
Fanchon & F; 
Marion Mille. "°208 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
laine 

onia Czar 
Millie Wayne 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


(Continental Room) 
Avis Kent 











Del Courtney Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


R ‘Cookie’ Cook 
Marguerita Padula 
Jack Gardiner 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ore 
Bob Evans 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lloyd 
Vivian Marshall 
B Reilly 
Inecito 
Richard Elliott Ore 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Ernesto & italia 
Dick Thomas 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Macambo Cafe 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Tommy Dorsey 
Pirates Den 
Johnny Holmes 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 

Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 
Billy Gray 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Swannee Ina 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Trianon 
Bob Crosby Ore 


Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


La Marr 
Renold \ 


Mayos 


Sally 
Don 


(4) 


Peas 
Dutchie 
Arnold 


Black-Eyve 
Dutch & 
Bernice 
3 Debs 
Louis Wright Ore 
Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 


Joe Lonegan 

Emma Stouch 

Sally Foy 

Stella Engle 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Sd McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Kenny Shafer (3) 

Dick Wade 

Curt Weiler (4) 
Neil Dieghan’s 

Marie Corelli 

Tip Top Gis 

Jack Horner 

Lord & Janis 

Geo Marchetti Ore 

Ben Bernard 

Old Falls Tavern 


Pen Raymond 
Josephine 
Eddie Thomas 
Billy Hayes’ Oreo 
Janice Piece 
Open Door Cafe 
Walker 
Jeannettes (10) 
Margie Drummond 
Florenz 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo’s 


Slim 


Yvonettes 


Moro & Chita 
Alma & Roland 
Henry Patrick 


Johnny Cahill 

3 Peppers 

Bonnie Stewart 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Virginia Vaughn 
Vera Cruz 
Adrianne Parker 
Irmgrad & Alan 
Leonora Co-Eds 


Dick Wharton Ore 

Walter John 
Powelton Cafe 

Doc Smith 

Frank Ponte 

Nan O'Rourke 

Charlie Ray 

Lola Claire 

Rose J¢ nell! 

Newt J Ore 
Red Hill Ina 

Roy O'Day 

Le Shone 

Helen Jericco 
Ritz Carlton 

Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 

Al Capron Ore 

Eddie Sims 

Betty Hoffman 

Margie White 

Gloria Dale 

Billy Kelley 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
The Serenaders 
Beale St Boys 
Sam’s Cafe 


Ruth Kaye 
Billy Romano 
Driano 
3 King’s Rhythm 
Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Juanita 
Moro & Chita 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 
Danny Montgomery 
Lanny Vale 
Rabe Cummings 
Rurns & Dunn 
Betty Gaynor 
Paramount Steppers 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Joan Murray 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Wednesday, January 14, 1942 


VARIETY 


49 





Vote on Equity’s Anti-Ism Amendment 


Inconclusive; Goes to Referendum 








Equity held a quarterly meeting 
Friday (9) at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
delayed in order to dispose of the 
anti-Red, anti-Nazi, amti-Fascist 
amendment to the constitution. The 


result was not conclusive, which was 


partially anticipated. Meeting was 
poorly attended, 122 voting to adopt 
and 101 being opposed. Rules re- 
quire a two-thirds majority to adopt 
an amendment, and there were not 
the necessary 750 qualified members 


present anyhow. 

Next step is to put the amendment 
up to the membership by referen- 
dum, by which method a simple ma- 
jority will decide either way. Coun- 
cil declined to consider the matter 
yesterday, but a petition by 100 mem- 
bers filed within 30 days can order 
the referendum. The membership has 
indicated twice that 1t wants to bar 
ism people from holding office, or 
being employed in Equity. Friday’s 
consideration of the amendment was 
ordered by the whole membership 
which voted by mail, but that was 
not a referendum as generally be- 
lieved. 

It is not anymore the burning 
issue that existed when it was 
charged that Communists were in 
Equity’s council, if they did not con- 
trol that. body, and every so often 
the matter would become intense. 
Equity leaders want to see the mat- 
ter cleared up so they can settle 
down to other work, not the least 
being to supply entertainment to 
the men in the services. 


There was an attempt to stall the 
issue when an opponent to tke 
amendment proposed that it be 
tabled for the duration of the war. 
Reason ascribed was that it might 
be said to be a slur against an ally 
(Russia). The motion was disputed 
for sometime and the proposer was 
asked to withdraw it. Idea was 
nixed by a. count of 114 to 97. Vote 
on the amendment was by secret 
ballot, which explains the difference 
in the totals. 


Report on Aid to Servicemen 


During the meeting John B. Ken- 
nedy, of Equity’s servicemen’s com- 
mittee, reported on response from 
members contacted. Around 150 are 
already in the army or navy and 
more than 50 kave been reached. 
They were informed that ‘Variety’ 
and Equity’s monthly could be sent 
them. Letters received from men in 
camp-were enthusiastic in apprecia- 
tion. A sample reply reads: 

Camp Wheeler, Georgia. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Chairman 
Equity Members in Service 

Committee 
New York City,,N. Y. 

My Dear Miss Skinner: 


Your sending me a copy of 
‘ nt 

Variety’ each week would be a 
veritable Godsend. In the _ nine 


months of service that I have seen 
SO far my contact and communica- 
tions with the activities of the the- 
atrical world have been extremely 
limited. 

I am sending out a notice in the 
camp Daily Bulletin for all Com- 
pany Commanders to turn in the 
Mames of any A. E. A. members to 
the Camp Adjutant, who will turn 
them over to me. In turn I will for- 
ward these names to you so that as 
Many members as possible may 
benefit from your gracious contri- 
butions. 

Sincerely, 
Corporal Richard G. Gould. 


‘SEPARATE ROOMS’ IN 
DES MOINES CLOSING 


‘Separate Rooms’ will close its 
tour Sunday (18) in Des Moines 








after playing on the road since early, 


autumn. Business was spotty for 


the laugh show, originally called 
anks For My Wife’ 

opened in Seattle. 
Rooms’ had a long run on Broad- 


way, playing in three different the- 
atres, 


outh. Alan Dinehart 


= remained in the cast through- 
se Virginia Smith playing the 
wits lead after Glenda Farrell 

Tew. Late Bobby Crawford 
Presented the show originally, Ben 


ever, 


vv 








when it | 
| dition, the aftermath of influenza. 
posed of an arbitration case which 


was settled before leaving town last 
week. 


Longest stay was at the Plym- | 
and Lyle! 


tein being actively in charge, how- | 


Bad Mixture 


Billy Rose opened ‘Clash By 
Night’ at the Belasco, N.Y., on a 
Saturday and, as the reviews did 
not appear until Monday, he 
rubbered around on Sunday and 
found out the critical concensus, 
He then cracked: 

‘I’ve got mixed notices, 
and very bad.’ 


Legit Emergency Cosel 
Rounds Out Functions 





bad 











In War Charity Drives’ 


Emergency Council of the Legiti- 
mate Theatre, formed immediately 
after the U. S. entered the war and 
designed to act in concert during 
time of stress, held a meeting last 
week and agreed on procedure dur- 
ing the several relief drives to be 
conducted among audiences. Ses- 
sion was attended by producers, rep- 
resentatives of authors, actors, stage- 
hands, company managers’ and 
treasurers. No one from the musi- 
cians union was present. 

Drives, which will more or less 
dovetail, are for the Red Cross, 
‘March of Dimes’ (infantile paralysis 
fund), sale of defense bonds and the 
varied activities of the American 
Theatre Wing War Service. Instead 
of hat-passing among audiences, a 
more convenient method is for col- 
lectors to operate in foyers and! 
smoking rooms at intermissions. 

Theatre Wing will be active for 
the Red Cross and a speakers’ bu- 
reau has been formed, known 4s 
‘Mercy Pilots.’ Latter will be divided 
into ‘flight commands,’ consisting of 
a speaker, who will talk from the 
stage, accompanied by volunteers. 
That is in addition to relief work: 
among families of men in service, 
for which $100,000 is being raised. 
Red Cross drive started Monday 
(12) and continued until Jan. 22, 
goal being $50,000,000. 

A button drive among the nation’s 
school children is proposed in aid of 
the Navy Relief fund by Bert Lytell 
of Equity. Kids would be asked to 
buy one button for 10c, payabie at 
the rate of one cent per week, which 
teachers could collect. Fund re- 
ceived over $25,000 from the Chi- 
cago Bears-All Star professional 
football game and over $89,000 








from the Louis-Baer fight, mostly 
contributed by the champion. 


AGAIN SNAG TEST CASE 
ON N.Y. TICKET LAW 


Trial of the action by the ticket} 
agencies to test the legality of New| 
York’s state law limiting ticket 
premiums has once more been 
stymied. Case was to have been| 
heard last week, but when and| 
whether it will be argued is not de-| 
termined. Delay was occasioned | 
when the Corporation Counsel’s 
office secured an order for brokers| 
to show their records for the past 
five years. 

Court, in granting the application, 
said the defense (city) was ‘guilty of 
laches,’ meaning it had delayed tak- 
ing such action for nearly a year 
Two weeks time was granted to ex- 
amine the agency records, but ex- 
amination of 2,000 books within that 
period is considered an impossibility. 
Previously the agencies had de- 
manded the records of the League} 
of New York Theatres in connection | 
with ticket allotments made _ the 
brokers under the code. 

William C, Hyman, counsel for the | 
agencies, said he was ready to try 
the case, after having been occupied 
on other matters during fall. 


Seeks Fla. Cure 


Rebecca Brownstein, who handles 
Equity’s legal matters, has gone to 
Florida to clear up a throat con- 











Despite the indisposition, she dis- 





ELMER RICE GETS DIVORCE 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. | 

Elmer Rice, playwright, was| 
granted divorce in Reno. 
He charged mental cruelty. } 





‘TAKE IT’ CLICKS IN B.A. 





Broadway Smash Comedy Adapted 
Inte Spanish Version 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 4. 
It’s taken five years almost to the 
day to get ‘You Can’t Take it With 
You’ from Broadway to Buenos 
Aires. But results as judged by the 
opening-night response indicate the 
time lag hasn’t hurt one bit and that 


the film version of the one-time 
Pulitzer prize-winning comedy has 
merely whetted Argentine appetite 
for Spanish-language stage produc- 
tion. Title has been changed slightly, 
‘Vive Como Quieras’ meaning ‘Live 
as You Like.’ ~But otherwise trans- 
lator Manuel Barbera, wko is also 
one of the show’s owners, has stuck 
closely to the original, using Man- 
hattan names and places, unchanged 
characters and /Yanqui phrases 
whenever possible. 


Armando Discepolo, director of 
the Teatro Nacional de Comedia, 
also has shown a surprising under- 
standing of the U. S. scene in his 
maiden effort at a Broadway hit. 
Frank Capra’s film, a mental hazard 
of no mean proportions, in view of 
its success here, was ignored in pre- 
paring the local stage version 


Lady s Quick 
Finish Totals 





$200,000 Loss 





‘The Lady Comes Across,’ which 
was really a hangover flop from last 
opened Friday (9) at the 
44th Street, was panned and closed 
the next night. The musical’s red 
may approximate $209,000, of which 
more than $86,000 was expended this 
Production was originally 
‘She Had to Say Yes,’ presented out 
of town over a year back by Dennis 
King with the backing of Alexis 
Thompson, wealthy sportsman. Orig- 
inal cost was placed as high as $160,- 
000. This year’s cost of trying out 
‘Lady’ in New Haven and Boston 
was $26,000. 

Thompson got some of his money 
back when Charles R. Rogers, 
Chester Hale and Nelson Seabra 
took over the settings. Seabra is a 
wealthy young Brazillian and is said 
to have put in most of the coin. He 


season, 


season. 


is known as a spender around class | 


night clubs and had around 40 


guests opening night, some of them | 
| play, 
; Or more, 


NEW CORNELL PLAY HAS 
$25,000 ADVANCE IN S. F. 


recognized as socialites. 

Jessie Matthews’ Illness 
‘Lady’ was a tragedy for 
Matthews, English actress - dancer 
who was to have’ starred. Before 
the scheduled opening date she 
withdrew after becoming ill. Early 
week Miss Matthews was re- 
ported threatened with 
Her earlier indisposition is 
have been a recurrence of a nervous 
collapse suffered five years ago. 
is under treatment at the Neurologi- 

cal Institute. 
Miss Matthews came from London 
under a reputed arrangement 


this 


| whereby she agreed to turn over all 


earnings above $250 weekly to | 
Britain. Rogers made the deal in- 
tending the show to be a buildup 
for Miss Matthews, whom he was to 
star in a picture. When the show 


was delayed she went to the Coast 
for a British propaganda picture, in- 
cluding other English name players, 
all appearing 

Rogers claimed that he had a nom- 
inal interest in ‘Lady’ and withdrew 
when Miss Matthews left the cast. 


£ratis. 


| His investment is said to have been | 


$15,000. Show opened with Evelyn 
Wyckoff, who was in ‘Lady in the 
Dark,’ replacing Miss Matthews. 
Joe E. Lewis and Mischa Auer were 
the top names. Miss Wyckoff was 
offered her original berth in ‘Lady.’ 





EQUITY INVESTS 506 
IN DEFENSE BONDS, 





Council of Actors Equity Assn. 
yesterday (Tuesday) voted to invest 
$30,000 of the organization’s funds 
in U. S. defense bonds. Purchase of 
an additional $20,000 worth was au- 
thorized for Chorus Equity. 

Money will be taken from.the as- 
sociation’s treasury. 





Jessie | 


pneumonia. | 
said to | 
She | . 
a time, 
| will star, opens next week to a heavy 








Record Quickies 





Season’s record for fast legit 
closings was registered in N. Y. 
within the eight-day period end- 
ing last Saturday (10), when 
‘The Lady Comes Across’ stopped 
at the 44th Street, N. Y., after 
three performances. On _ the 
same night, ‘Johnny On a Spot’ 
stopped at the Plymouth. That 
disappointment lasted but one 
more night. 

Third new show to bow out 
wes ‘The First Crocus,’ which 
quit Tuesday (6) night last week 
after playing five performances, 
leaving the Longacre dark again. 


Equity Grants 3 New 
Agency Permits, But 
Nixes Myron Selznick 


Equity’s council has acted on a 
flock of applications for legit agency 











permits and, while 15 were rejected, | 


three new iicenses were issued and 
two others were given the go-ahead 
light. Myron Selznick was among 
those who did not receive the nod, 
although the Coast agency’s appli- 
cation was strongly recommended 
by name players. 

Selznick contended that, as he had 
leading Hollywood people under 
contract, his agency should repre- 
sent them for stage engagements. 
Fact that the N.Y. legit casters op- 
posed all new permits did not figure 
in the Selznick ruling. Council 
seemed to feel that the Coast outfit 
could hardly be interested in com- 
missions from stage jobs. 

Lyman Brown was granted a per- 
mit, replacing the revoked license 
long held by his brother, Chamber- 
lain. Permit was issued because of 
the agency’s length of service, but 
it was stipulated that Lyman, who 
has been a partner in the agency, 
shall take full responsibility for the 
office. He was not required to pay 


the new initial $100 fee required of | 


those given new permits. Same ap- 
plies to Frances Hidden, who was 
associated with the late Richard Pit- 
man. 

New permits were granted Denis 
DuFor, Arthur Klein and John Dar- 
row, each paying $100 plus the $25 
which all agents must now pay 
Equity annually. Austina 
who had an employment permit, was 
given a special permit, which allows 
5% commission for the run of a 
if the salary is $125 





‘Rose Burke,’ the Henri Bernstein 


| to get across. 
| 


| 
Mason, | 





weekly | 
| plays. 


LEGITIMATE 


N.Y. Legits in Steady Dive Since 
Japunks' Attack; 


11 Close in 11 Days 


Broadway legit is on the downbeat, 


With only one or two exceptions, 


|shows which opened s‘nce the Japs’ 


sneak punches on Dec. 7 have failed 
It may be the pall of 
war, but opinion generally is that the 
quality of the shows entered was 
Within 11 days, 11 shows 
since the first of the year, 
some, however, having had fair runs, 
yet 10 new plays are in reheasal 
and the winter is more actively 
productive than was anticipated. 

December started brightly enough 
with the scoring of ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ 
Winter Garden, and ‘Angel Street,’ 
Golden, that week having but one 
flop, ‘Sunny River.’ Then came Pearl 
Harbor. Most of the new shows 
thereafter either were yanked or are 
in doubt. The best of the crop with- 
in 35 days is Eddie Cantor's ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ at the Hollywood. 


Only other arrivals that survived 
are ‘Papa Is All,’ Guild; ‘In Time to 
Come,’ Mansfield; ‘Clash by Night,’ 
Belasco, and ‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.,’ For- 
rest. Their chances are not definite 
and at least one is likely to exit at 
the end of the week. The casualty 
list includes ‘Letters to Lucerne,’ 
‘Pie in the Sky,’ ‘Golden Wings,’ ‘The 
First Crocus, ‘The Lady Comes 
Across’ and ‘Johnny On a Spot.’ A 
revival of ‘The Rivals’ is the sole ar- 
rival this week, at the Shubert (14), 
Next week’s premiere card, for 
which there are success prospects, 
includes ‘Crown Cafe,’ Cort; ‘All in 
Favor,’ Miller; ‘Jason,’ Hudson; 
‘Porgy and Bess’ (revival), Majestic, 
and Gilbert and Sullivan plus the 
Jooss Ballet, St. James. 

Post-Holiday Droop 

Drop in grosses appeared inevit- 
able after the holiday going of New 
Year’s week. Only ‘Sons’ and ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ Imperial, both musicals, 
were able to hold to capacity last 
week. Goodly grosses were drawn 
by the season’s several straight-play 
leaders, while the stronger run shows 
got fair business, but only on some 
nights did attendance approximate 
sellout proportions. 

Showmen appeared to know what 
to anticipate, but were more hopeful. 
There were no managers’ blasts 
against the critics, which not infre- 
quently accompanies failure and 
fading business. One reviewer -has 
been toning down his coverage of the 
new plays to such an extent that it 
aroused comment along Broadway. 
Wise showmen know that favorable 
notices don’t make hits out of weak 


mediocre. 
closed 


Number of closings has dropped 


Broadway’s list down to a total of 24 
shows. Recently in London there 
were 16 legiters—six musicals and 
10 straight plaYs—but in the last 
three weeks two more plays opened 
and are reported doing well. In ad- 
dition London has _ six big-time 
vaudeville houses lighted and a 


play called ‘The Smiling Visitor’ for | ballet. 


in which Katharine Cornell 
advance sale in San Francisco. Esti- 
mated that around $25,000 in tickets 
have been bought, indicating capac- 
ity attendance. 


| is credited to cancellations forced 
| when Frisco was blacked out just} 
before Miss Cornell finished her | 
tour in ‘The Doctors Dilemma.’ New 
play has been rehearsing there since 
then. 

Another indication that Frisco has 
lost its war jitters is indicated by the 
draw of Paul Robeson, who in a 

| single recital the night after the first 
blackout, grossed $9,000. There are 


a number of restrictions to evening 
transportation, particularly affecting 
motorists, which will be in force in- 
definitely. 


Serlin Has ‘Moon’ 


Oscar Serlin has secured the stage 
rights to John Steinbeck’s new 
novel, ‘The Moon Is Down,’ due soon 
to appear in book form. Herman 
Shumlin planned to produce ‘Moon,’ 
but stopped negotiations with the 
author because of a difference in 
opinion over script, revisions. 

Locale is entirely different from 

teinbeck’s other stories, new play 
having a Norwegian background. 
Title ig derived from a line in 








} Shakespeare. 


Advance sale in part | 


licy to receive attention from 
| brokers. 


| $2.21 per ticket. 
'$1.10 and the agency price with tax 
lis $1.65. 





Brokers Sell Radio City 


M.H. Reserved Seats; 
Getting 50c Premium 


Not generally 
tickets for mezza- 
Radio City Music Hall, 


N. Y., are being handled by recog- 


known that re- 
seat 


of the 


erved the 


nine 


nized agencies, it being the only 


picture house with a continuous pol- 
the 


There are no allotments 
to the agencies, however, nor are 


| tickets actually obtained by them. 


Agency sales are by telephone and 
patrons are given orders on the 
Music Hall boxoffice. Most of those 
buying mezz tickets through agen- 
cies are out-of-towners, sales being 
made by hotel branches. 

Tickets for the reserved section 
are like those used in legit theatres. 
At night the mezzanine boxoffice 


| price is $1.65, agencies charging 50c 


premium, total with the tax being 
Afternoon scale is 


Agencies have handled tickets for 
two-a-day run films along Broadway 
for some time and formerly such 


isales totaled big money. 
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Post-Holiday Dip, Near Zero Slough 
N.Y. Lesits; ‘Sons’ Tops $39,000, 


Face It’ $34,000, ‘Banjo’ 316, Big: 





Business dived in many instances 
in post-holiday going last week, 
when three new shows hastily with- 
drew. Frigid weather also affected 
attendance that naturally dropped 
after New Year’s. War undoubtedly 
another deterrent. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys C (Comedy), D (Drama}, 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (5th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). One of the very few 
winter arrivals that appear to have 
gotten across; estimated around $12,- 
600. which is big in small house. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(52nd week) (CD-938; $3.30). Now 
in second year and getting more 
coin than many other 
shows; quoted around $13,000. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
week) (M-i,563; $4.40). Sellout 
theatre parties figured last week, 
when general attendance was good, 
but some performances off; $31,000; 
among musical leaders. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(15th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Around 
$20,000 or slightly more; early scorer 
has been somewhat affected since 
war started. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (10th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Not at capa- 
city pace, but not far from it; post- 


Hollywood (3rd 


holiday week’s gross was quoted 
over *'7,000; about best gross among 
straigi:. plays. 


‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.,’ Forrest (3rd 
week) (D-1,195; $3.30). Still struggl- 
ing and trying to bolster attendance 
with help of extra space ads; around 
$4,000; must do better to stay. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (48th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Rated around $6,500; 
long stayer makes some profit at 
that level and is expected to beat 
52-week engagement, 

‘Clash by Night,’ Belasco (2nd 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Not up to 
expectations, but fair on basis of the 
notices; estimated around $9,000 or 
slightly more, 


‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (10th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Dropped to 
around $15,000; will play Sunday 
afternoon and night from now on; 
increasing the number of musical 
shows on that day. 

‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (3rd 
repeat engagement) (26th week) (R- 
3027; $1.65). Dropped more than 
half the total drawn New Year’s 
week, when 12 performances were 
given; around $20,000 and claimed 
okay. 

‘In Time to Come,’ Mansfield (2nd 
week) (D-1,050; $3.30). Good Sun- 
day draw claimed; one of the better 
plays that have recently arrived and 


from the holiday week's level; under 
$7,500. 
‘Papa is All,’ Guild (C-956; $3.30). 


Drew mixed notices; business fair; 
supported by subscriptions, with 
$10,000 approximated. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (9th 


week) (CD-865; $3.30). Moved here 
from Miller Monday (12); while 
| business dropped from holiday fig- 
jures, but fairly good at $7,500; in- 
| definite. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (6th 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40. With ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ tops the list; standees all 
performances for gross quoted over 
$39,000. 

‘The Corn is Green,’ Royale (C- 
1,047: $3.30. Final and 59th week; 











straight | 


business last week around $7,000 
estimated; gross on tour; ‘The 
Flowers of Virtue’ next attraction. 

‘The First Crocus,’ Longacre. Stop- 
ped Tuesday (6) last week after 
weak press; played five perform- 
ances. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(4lst week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Was 
off with the balance of the long 
stayers, with takings around $10,000; 
highly rated drama_ should stay 
through winter. 

Revivals 

‘Macbeth,’ National (8th week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Is advertising last 
weeks, but is listed to play until 
Feb. 28; estimated around $13,500 
last week. 

‘The Rivals,’ Shubert (C-1,402; 
$3.30). Revived by Theatre Guild 
with name cast; well regarded out 
of town; opens tonight (14). 


PORGY’ $16,400, 
BOSTON CLICK 


Boston, Jan. 13. 
‘Porgy and Bess’ continued to romp 


away with top coin in its second 
week here and management decided 
to hold over an extra week. ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ pulled very pleasing 
‘biz last week, second stanza of a 
planned five-week run. 

Managers noted a sloping-off of 
trade after the New Year’s week, as 
usual, and figured the war-and-taxes 
situation added a little to the down- 
beat. ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ company, 
starring Lois Hall and Owen Davis, 
Jr., ended a 15-week tour here last 
week. B.o. interest was too light to 
hold it longer than one frame. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Shubert (2nd 











may stay; around $6,000. Picketed 
by musicians union. 

‘Johnny On a Spot,’ Plymouth. 
Opened last Thursday (8); panned; 
taken off Saturday (10); four per- 
formances. 


‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (8th week) 
(C-1,004; $3.30). Got $16,000, which 
was best eight-performance gross 
since opening; one of the season’s 
solid successes. 

‘Lady in thy Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (40th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Nearly $23,000 last week, with Satur- 
day exceptionally strong; not up to 
autumn pace, but at present level 
can play indefinitely. 

‘Lady Comes Across,’ 44th Street. 
Opened last Friday (9); panned; 
taken off Saturday; three perform- 
ances. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). 
of the list was slipping this musical 
continued to sell out, with takings 
around $34,000. 

‘Letters to Lucerne,’ Cort. 
ped out of list last Saturday 
after three weeks; war play got less 
than estimated. 


(11th 


the 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (113th | 


week) (CD-1,082: $3.30). Went off 
considerably from New Year's week; 
under $11,500, but still quite good 


for long running comedy. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (55th 
week) 
comedy 


that dropped 























“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS. 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 























While most | 


Drop- | 


(CD-891; $3.30). Another run | 


week) (1,600; $2.75). Excellent word- 
of-mouth and press followup sus- 
tained a brisk trade for this revival, 
tallying $16,400. One more week. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Wilbur (2nd 
week) (1,227; $2.75). On the ‘must’ 
list of regular playgoers here, and 
suburbanites are also coming in to 
catch this one. Second stanza hit 
$11,000, very good. 

‘Mr, and Mrs. North,’ Plymouth 
(one week) (1,480; $2.75). Most of 
the major strawhats played this com- 
edy last summer and milked the 
trade. Lack of star value also hurt. 
Garnered pallid $5,200. 


‘Rivals’ OK $9,000 








Milwaukee, Jan. 13 

With the mercury way below zero 
in the bitterest and most protracted 
| cold wave known here in years, the 
fact that it was in a subscription 
series, with tickets sold far ahead, 
proved a lifesaver for the Theatre 
| Guild’s production of “The Rivals,’ 
| which concluded a three-day en- 
| gagement at the Pabst (Ind) on 
Saturday (10). Estimated gross of 


materially ; $9,000, nearly capacity at $3.30 top, 


| was good. 
| Mary Boland was out of the cast, 
having been left in St. Louis with a 
| severe cold, and Eva LeGallienne 
| took over her role. While company 
| got into town early on opening day, 
| scenic production was delayed and 
didn’t reach here until 6 p.m. Audi- 
ence watched the stage crew hang 
the show until curtain finally went 
up at 10 p.m. 


‘Eileen’ $7,000, Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 13. 
First legit of the new year at the 
Metropolitan ran into two bad nights | 
due to snow, and ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
wound up estimated $7,000 for five 
nights and two matinees at $2.88 top. 








In Freezing Milw.| 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Heart of a City’ — Gilbert 
Miller. 

‘Plan M’—Aldrich & Myers. 

‘Guest in the House’—Stephen 
and Paul Ames. 

‘My Dear 
Caesar. 

‘They Shoulda Stood in Bed’— 





Public’ — Irving 


Sam H. Grisman, Harry Stein- 
berg. 

‘S olitaire’— Dwight Deere 
Wiman. 

‘Lily of the Valley’ — Gilbert 
Miller. 

‘Rose Burke’ (‘The Smiling 
Visitor’) — Katharine Cornell, 


Guthrie McClintic. 

‘The Flowers of Virtue’—Chery] 
Crawford, Mare Connelly. 

‘Crown Cafe’ — Wharton & 
Gabel. 

‘Hedda Gabbler’ 
Luther Greene. 


HELLZ’, $32,000, 
GETS MOST 
PHILLY BIZ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ apparently monop- 
olized the legit clientele last week, 
as the town’s other two shows 
couldn't get to first base. 

Last night (Monday) Helen Hayes 
bowed in at the Locust in ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ for two weeks under 
ATS subscription. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (3d week) 
(1,800; $3.42). In second full week 
(musical opened Xmas night) vir- 
tual capacity was reached, which 
meant $32,000. Show got same fig- 
ure previous week, but had advan- 
tage of tilted New Year's (night and 
eve) scale. Run prolonged and will 
carry through February at least. 

‘White Cargo,’ Walnut (1st week) 
(1,700; $2). Revival didn’t attract 
curious and thrill-seekers as expect- 
ed. Crix kidded it; poor $4,500. 
Closes Saturday (17). 

‘Portrait of qa Lady,’ Locust (one 
week only) (1,500; $2.50). Crix said 
n.g. and patrons weren’t any more 
enthusiastic. A bust with less than 
$4,000. 


(revival)— 

















‘Arsenic’ Healthy $17,600 | 





Detroit, Jan. 13. 

Despite a zero spell of weather and 
local uncertainty in the switch-over 
of the huge auto plants to arsenals, 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ finished 
strong in its final week at the Cass. 
Second full stanza clicked for ap- 
proximately $17,600, to give the com- 
edy a quoted $50,000 for its two 
and a half weeks during the holidays. 

House stays bright with ‘The Stu- 
dent Prince,’ which opened Sunday 





In 2d Detroit Week 





(11), with a local girl, Barbara 
Scully, starred. ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
has been set for two weeks starting 
| Jan. 26, 


Hate’ Big 296 in Bato 


Baltimore, Jan. 13. | 
‘Panama Hattie’ mopped up in full- 








some fashion at Ford’s last week 
; chalking up estimated $29,000 in 
1,500-seater at $3.33 top. Drew 


critical raves and s.r.o, biz on latter 
i half of week. 

| Both legit houses are open cur- 
| rently, Ford’s has_ pre-Broadway 
trial of Elliott Nugent and Robert 
Montgomery's production of ‘All in 
Favor,’ and the indie booked Mary- 
land has George Abbott’s preem of 
‘Jason.’ Listed for Jan. 19 at Ford’s 
is the Billy House-Eddie Garr com- 
pany of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 





Engagements 


Mary Anderson, Leon Ames, Joan 
Spencer, Louise Campbell, Katherine 
Emmet, Pert Kelton, Richard Bar- 
bee, Frieda Altman, Helen Stewart, 
William Prince, Walter Beck, Nelly 
Adler, ‘Guest in the House.’ 

Frank Craven, Isobel Elsom. 
Viadimir Sokoloff, Leon Belasco, 











Biz, while good, was not up to >| 


| cent takes. 


Virginia Lederer, Katherine Givney, 
‘The Flowers of Virtue.’ 


| 
um, 
| New 


i, Same # 
| Rochester, N. Y. (23); Park, Youngs- 


Chi Legit Toboggans With Temp; 
‘Purchase, $22,000 Claudia; 714¢ 





Current Road Shows 


(Jan, 14-24) 





‘All in Favor’—Ford’s, Baltimore 
(14-17). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—Davidson, 
Milwaukee (14-17); Parkway, Madi- 
son, Wis. (19); Auditorium, St. Paul 
(20); Lyceum, Minneapolis (21-24), 

‘Blithe Spirit’—Playhouse, Wil- 
mington, Del. (16-17); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (19-24). 

‘Blossom Time’ — Auditorium, 
Shreveport, La. (14); Auditorium, 
New Orleans (15-16); Auditorium, 
Beaumont, Texas (17); Plaza, El 
Paso, Texas (19); Rialto, Tucson, 
Ariz. (21); Orpheum, Phoenix, Ariz. 


(22); Russ Auditorium, San Diego 
(24). 

‘Candle in the Wind’—Locust, 
Philadelphia (14-24), 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)-—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (14-24). 

‘Claudia’ (3d Co.).—English, In- 


dianapolis (14); Victory, Dayton, O. 
(15); Memorial Auditorium, Louis- 
ville (16-17); Bijou, Knoxville, Tenn. 
(19); Bijou, Chattanooga (20); Ry- 
man Auditorium, Nashville (21); 
Erlanger, Atlanta (22-24). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chicago 
(19-24). 

‘Flowers of Virtu e’—(Frank 
Craven)—National, Washington (19- 
24). 

Gilbert & Sullivan—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (14-17). 


‘Hedda Gabler’—Colonial, Boston 
(19-24). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (N.Y. Co.).—For- 


rest, Philadelphia (14-24). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.).+—National, 
Washington (14-17); Ford's, Balti- 
more (19-24). 
‘Jason’—Maryland, Baltimore (14- 
7). 


‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.).— 
Grand, St. Louis (14-24). 
‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.).— 


|New Auditorium, Tyler, Texas (14); 


Music Hall, Houston, Texas (15-17); 
Texas, San Antonio (19); Para- 
nount, Austin, Texas (20-21); 
Melba, Dallas (22-24). 

‘Lily of the Valley’ — McCarter, 
Princeton, N. J. (24). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Erlanger, 
Chicago (14-17); American, St. Louis 
(19-24). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.).— 
Mayfair, Portland, Ore. (14); Senior 
High School, Sacramento, Cal. (16); 
Geary, San Francisco (17-24), 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.).—Wil- 
bur, Boston (14-24), 

‘Native Son’—Lyceum, Minneap- 
Olis (14); Auditorium, St. Paul (15); 
Parkway, Madison, Wis. (16-17); 
Davidson, Milwaukee (19-24), 

‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago (14-24). 


‘Panama _  Hattie’—Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (14-17); Erlanger, Chicago 
(19-24), 

‘Porgy and Bess’—Shubert, Bos- 


ton (14-17). 

‘Rose Burke’ (Katharine Cornell) 
—Curran, San Francisco (19-24). 

‘Separate Rooms’—Orpheum, Wa- 
terloo, Ia. (14); Iowa, Cedar Rapids, 
Ia. (15); Orpheum, Davenport (16); 
— Auditorium, Des Moines, Ia. 
(18). 


‘Student Prince’—Cass, Detroit 
(14-24), 
‘Theatre’—Court Square, Spring- 


field, Mass. (14); Bushnell Auditori- 
Hartford, Conn. (15): Shubert, 

Haven (16-17); Klein Audi- 
torium, Bridgeport (19): Erie. Sche- 


|nectady, N. Y. (20); Empire, Syra- 
| cuse, 


NN. = ij: 


Y Strand, 
(22) 


Masonic 


Ithaca, 
Auditorium, 


town, O. (24), 
‘They Can’t Get You Down’— 
Music Box, Hollywood (14-24). 
‘Tobacco Road’—Madison, Mans- 
field, O. (14); Weller, Zanesville, O. 
(15); Fairbanks, Springfield, O. (16); 


Memorial Hall, Dayton, O. (17); 
Palace, Toledo, O. (18-24). 
‘To Live Again’—Belasco. Los 


Angeles (14-24), 

Veloz and Yolanda—His Majesty’s, 
Montreal (14-17): Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. (19-24), 

‘White Cargo’—Walnut, Philadel- 
3 (14-17); Plymouth, Boston (19- 





C&S N.G. 7G in Buff. 





Buffalo, Jan. 13. 
Theatres had tough competition all 
last week from blizzard and sub- 
zero temperatures. 
Shuberts’ Gilbert and Sullivan 
troupe tallied estimated $7,000, n.g. 


at $2.20 top at the Erlanger, 


vv 











Chicago, Jan, 13 

Worst winter weather in y hi 
town last week and the Loop ten 
grosses dipped along with the oo 
mometer, which tobogganed to » 
much as 12 below zero for Several 
days at a stretch. 


Two shows left town Sat 
(10), ‘Student Prince and ‘Nate 
Son’ scramming the Grand and 
Studebaker, respectively. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia, Selwyn (17th wee 
(1,000; $2.75). Dipped with the net 
in brutally tough weather to $7,509, 
_ ‘Louisana Purchase,’ Erlanger 
(13th week) (1,400; $3.85). Held 
rather well, though off at $22,009 
One more week. ig 


‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (9th ang 
final week) (1,400; $2.20). Held on 
closing notice to $6,000. Scrammed 
for northwest on Saturday (10), 

‘Student Prince,’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,300; $2.75). New 
Year’s week was only real winner 
for this revival and finished finale 
to $7,500. Left Saturday (10) for 
Detroit. 


‘Take My Advice,’ Great Northern 
(3d week) (1,300; 99c). Cut top from 
$1.65 and going along on extremely 
= taking maybe $2,500 last 
week, 


JOEY, $8,500, 
A DUD IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 13, 

Freezing weather and poor reviews 
all counted against ‘Pal Joey’ last 
week at Nixon and musical wound 
up with one of the poorest grosses 
ever turned in here by a song-and- 
dance show with a Broadway rep, 
Barely estimated $8,500 at $3.30 top, 


brutal, and played to comparatively 
empty houses all the way. Fact that 
Gene Kelly, a Pittsburgh boy who 
had become associated with ‘Joey’ 
in local public’s mind, wasn’t in the 
cast may have had something to do 
with awful biz, but couldn't possibly 
account for such a miserable take. 

Local crix didn’t go for it at all, 
commenting on the ragged produc- 
tion and expressing surprise that 
such a lack-lustreless show could 
have stayed almost an entire year on 
Broadway. Nixon management had 
another explanation. Great week 
here is usually followed by only a 
fair one, money generally being that 
way locally, and ‘Joey’ was said to 
have suffered from fact that ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ which preceded it, ran up a 
sensational $45,000 in a week and a 
half. 

Nixon has ‘Panama Hattie’ current, 
third musical in a row, first time 
that’s happened at local legit house 
since the oldest graybeard can re- 
member, 


‘Henry’ Finales at $9,500 
In L.A.; Pair Chi-bound 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ was the 
sole legit entry in town last week, 
winding up five weeks Saturday 
(10), house then going into hands of 
Fanchon & Marco for conversion to 
pictures as first-run for Paramount 
product day-and-date with the Para- 
mount downtown ‘Henry’ tabbed 
estimated profitable $9,500 for final 
nine days. 














The musical revue, ‘They Can't 
Get You Down,’ folded at the Music 
30x Jan. 4 to clip some holiday blz, 
and is slated to move to Chicago for 
run at the Studebaker starting Jan. 
25. Revue did moderate biz here in 


eight-week span, interrupted by two 
week siesta between blackout period 
and Christmas. nat 

Myron Fagan’s ‘To Live Again 
flickered at the Belasco for the tw0- 
week holiday stretch, with reports 
that producer will take show to Chi- 
cago. Town will go through legit 
blackout until reopening of Biltmore 
Jan. 26 with Everett Marshall in 
‘Blossom Time.’ 


Dunham 5G in Frisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
Eight performances of Katherine 
Dunham’s ‘Les Jazz Hot’ dance one 
cert at $2.75 top grossed $4,900 & 
the Curran here. F 
Henry Duffy’s Alcazar is dark ap 
cast of ‘Patricia’ is being paid out © 

the Equity bond. Show succumb 
to slump in night biz since blackouts 
started. th 
Curran relights Monday (19) wit 

Katharine Cornell in ‘Rose Burke. 
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FOR 5 CONSECUTIVE YEARS 


(1939, 1940, 1941) 


THE NEWS 


LED ALL New YORK NEWSPAPERS 


| AMUSEMENT ADVERTISING 
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iN 1941, The News for the third year in 


a row published more amusement advertis- 











ing than any other New York newspaper, AMUSEMENT ADVERTISING 
. 2 * (L ! dG r | 
morning or afternoon. Amusement advertisers during the year aap saad : 
placed 777,997 lines of advertising in The News, 63,433 lines more 
194] 777,997 
than in its nearest competitor—a greater lead than ever before. 1940 673,229 
1939 663,573 
K * * 
1938 625,156 
Amusement advertisers spend more in The News, because the 1937 661,536 
1936 600,057 
vast News audience spends more at the box office. It carries your ia onkeis 
amusement message to seven New York City families in ten. It 1934 582,054 
h . h d 1933 513,590 
reaches more women than any other newspaper—and more men. aa poe 
With four-star columnists, superb coverage of theatrical events ——s 
° e Media Records, Inc. 
and movies... the largest amusement audience... and the lowest 
advertising cost... The News gives maximum box-office traffic, 





delivers most S. R.O. houses! For greatest amusement profit in 


1942, concentrate more advertising in The News! 


THE #] NEws 


NEW YORK'S PICTURE NEWSPAPER 





NEWS BUILDING 


AVERAGE DECEMBER NET PAID CIRCULATION ExceEDED 2,025,000 pany... 3,800,000 SUNDAY. 
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in fact died 
his 
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Hague’s 
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— 
Lewis, surprisingly good with the « . 
book part also, plays Miss Wyckoff's 
a S ll 0 Own agent, while Auer is a_ perfume = 
salesman. The society dame and 
sundry others then become tg ps 
— |}and the windup comes when Lewis . 
JASON iby Nugent. Outstanding are Ray- -_ monet are ~_. . Upon the recent death of the former Metropolitan songstress Ma 
Sea Tie i > nc the | the matron a girdle conte m- , 
| mend Hes ane a, a ee og portant onemy information. Fol- | Lewis, widow of the late Robert L. Hague, it was stated she had @ one 
alti , 2 | »py love interest; nmy Lewis, ge . ee > i eo, tl f : 4 
peginrennsinpeatigg tx: I the eitetins ‘little brother’: Arnold | !owing the 2g he _——— the most half interest in his estate. Intimates say he ‘had no estate, 
wing ts three acts wi i directed | ooo in a Jewis dv character. | tiring part of the show. Peart * oe Peas 7 
by Samson Raphaelson; presented by George | Stang, in a Jewish comedy ch pase =i It's. recommended, however, that | broke. Hague was noted for his generosity and‘ gave away most 
Abbott; settin . by John . ot as the Ma vs oy — Barrett, Bob Readic some producer salvage Miss Wyckoff, | wealth. Last recipient was Christine Fisher, whom he intended a wed, 
land theatre, Baltimore, Jan. 12, '42: $2.22) and Gloria Mann. wis and Gower and Jeanne to . 
Bie Ellen Hall| The elders are swamped by the het gg ae Bigg tt Scho but he never divorced Miss Lewis. Miss Fisher was known in show 
SS Crane....ceeccscecess Pile i ie S teteens |t a si ) : — ) 
Violet. .....sssevesesceees + Eulabelle Mo youthful ritiott, is, J. a te (Withdrawn Saturday (10) oe ness and was said to have been in the ensembles of several musicals 
DRROIN s ss +00000004000sk3 Nicholas Conte} father of Elliott, is properly mea tree performances; printed for the | P bes . 
eT en Alexander Knox| a. the money-conscious landlord; naked 9 ryormences, P j Hague was something of a shipping marvel and developed the great 
¢ Micitins ko ee 6 heehee ...Helen Walker | 7) ‘ call a am e« Jaters are ” . . 
George Rronson.. ss... Raymond Greenleaf whee Conlan moll toon : _ ‘aol ~-——- tanker fleet of Standard Oil (of New Jersey). Standard Oil has always 
Bill Squibb........eeee- .+.. William Miles} Capable in supporting role . o ; , 7 
‘fun heer ao dil as, eR i. G. Marshall | yel Leve designed an effective club JOHNNY ON A SPOT | been a stickler on personnel, but so well liked was Hague that when 
agg Pi = ea Ae tom ‘bully | Setting. Reprer, | | there were hints of scandal in his private life it was overlooked. Among 
Mrs ON the cencs Edna West | ——4| ae ly in P es 4 won er Me as Se his previous wives were Edith White Bobbe, who conducted a smart shop 
er aia spe | troadhurst, 2 oy * 3 2, by John}. ‘ . 
a | shu a: weisten sad Sthe a by Charles|in New York. She was once robbed in a sensational manner. 
Here is a triangle with a play- MacArthur, based on story by Parke Levy 


wright and a dramatic critic on op- 
posing sides. To complicate matters 
further the playwright is a guy cut 
on the Saroyan pattern and the critic 
is a distilate of George Jean Nathan. 
It is further a conflict of cold intel- 
ligence as opposed by emotional bril- 
liance. In the three acts taken up 
with the unfolding of this new set of 
stage characters, Samson Raphaelson 
has contributed a wide swath of fine 
characterization and adroit dialogue. 
His people are unreal in their actual 


exposition, but they are far from be- | p 


ing mere caricatures. They combine 
to make a highly interesting 
which, with sharpening of pace, 
should be capable of attracting some | 
favorable reaction from the upper | 
crust of the Broadway front for a | 
limited run. ; 

Jason Otis is a smart and sophis- 
ticated commentator on the current 
drama. After a career of literary 
endeavor on the cynic side, he has 
finally taken unto himself an attrac- 
tive young wife, Lisa. This Mrs. 
Otis is an extravagant, smart and 
willful dame who is playing the role 
of a daughter of the old aristocratic 
South, when actually she stems from 
the wrong side of the tracks. This 
past is uncovered by the poetic lover 
of the common man, the Saroyanish 
playwright who has forced his way 
into the sacred circle of critics just 
prior to the opening of his first play 
on Broadway. et . 

After some rebuffs, the critics, in- 
cluding the erudite Otis, take the 
wild young man to their collective 
bosom, sensing a sparkle of a new 
force in the twiddle twaddle of cur- 
rent dramaturgy. Otis goes so far | 
as to let his hair down to the point | 
of inviting common peepul from the 
streets of the city to his home. Con- 
currently Otis is also losing his wife 
to the phrase-making realist and 
finally, faced with the actual dis- 
ruption of his great romance, saves 
the day through sheer brilliance of 
analysis of what makes this play- 
writing Sammy run. In short, Mrs. 
Otis regrets, but only a few minutes 
before the final curtain, which cli- 
maxes some of the most effective 
moments of the play. 

It’s all topflight stuff, smartly writ- 
ten and exrertly contrived. There is 
no question but what Raphaelson 
knows his way around a stage. The 
cast he emrloys here is entirely up 
to snuff. Nicholas Conte succeeds in 
making the bragging, blustering 
word-slinging playwright fairly at- 
tractive and acceptable. Alexander 
Knox is a hard and cold Jason who 
warms up in climaxes to convincing 
plausibility. Helen Walker, as the 
wife, looks well and handles her lines 
smartly. Set by John Root is well 
contrived 

Raphaelson’s direction can stand 
some pointing which ought to be 
readily available from George Ab- 


bott. a master at this stint, and listed | 


as producer in the credits. Burm. 


ALL IN FAVOR 


Wilmington, Del., Jan. 9. 


play |: 


| Plays on Broadway 


; 


The Lady Comes Across 





us omedy in two acts, 12 scenes, 
| —— ted by George Hale at 44th Street, 
| N Y “Jan "9, °42 Book by Fred Thomp- 
son an Dawn Powell; music an lyrics, 
Vernon Duke and John Latouche; cH reog 
raph George Balanchine; book directed 

y Romr Brent; special songs for Joe E 
Lewi by Danny Shapiro, Lester Lee and 

Seelen; scenery and stumes, Stew- 
Chaney: musical director, Jacques 
features Mischa Auer and Joe E 

J 1 Carters. ..cccccccse Evelyn Wyckoff 

ony Patterson..ccosseeess Ronald Graham 
Otis Kibber....ccccecscoess-.- 000 BE. Lewis 
Elmer James...eccccecess Morton L, Stevens 
Mary... cc cncvseeedeereeers ckmeee Douglas 

Alberto Zorel...sccccseees Stiano Braggiotti 
4 Shoppers. sebee eevee s tekas The Martins 
Mrs. Riverdale.....ee...-..-- Ruth Veston 
Campbel ° ° ..Gower (Champion) 
Mes uWsndd beabave eaeee .. Jeanne (Tyler) 
Babs Appleway...-coccssress Wynn Murray 
Ernie Bustard....cccecssseeess Mischa Auer 
Baroness Helstrom..ecee.--> Helen Windsor 
Ballerina Comique...... Eugenia Delarova 
Ballerina. ..ccccoscecsccceess Lubox Rostova 
The Phantom Lover.............Mare Platt 

Models: Betty Douglas, Evelyn Carmel, 
Patricia Donneily, Judith Ford, Dorothy 
Partington, Arline Harvey, Joan Smith, 
Drucilla Strain. 

Dancing Ensemble: Misses Betty Apple, 
Mary Ann Crawford, Betty De Elmo, June 
Graham, Babs Heath, Phyllis Hill, Bettilu 
Ismailoff, Hortense Kharklin, Lorraine 
Latham, Edith Laumer, Claire’ Loring, 
Marian Lulling, Mariorie Moore, Elise Rei- 
man, Aleen Stuart, Olga Suarez, Dorethy 
Thomas. 

Messrs Clarence Joeger, Joseph Johnson, 
Roy Marshall, Bob Norris, Harry Pedersen, 
Pete Kite Smith, Zachary Solov, Ken 
Whelan. 





‘The Lady Comes Across’ is pos- 
sibly the most ill-fated 
comedy venture to reach Broadway 
in years. Last year the scenery and 
costumes bore the title of ‘She Had 
to Say Yes,’ costly Dennis King pro- 
duction that never reached Broad- 
way. George Hale then salvaged 
the production, got a new book and 
score and the final result is possibly 
the least happy of all. : 

The show has but three saving 
graces, all in the talent department. 
Joe E. Lewis, making another legit 
stage appearance and utilizing a 
couple of his nitery songs, ‘Febru- 
ary’ and ‘H. V. Kaltenborn Blues,’ 
is the production’s standout; second 
is the young ballroom team of Gower 
and Jeanne, aiso a nitery staple, 
who wham with a couple of dances 
in the second half and could do 
much to brighten the first half; third 
is Evelyn Wyckoff, the blonde looker 
who was rushed in at the last min- 
ute to fill the part held by the ailing 
Jessie Matthews. Miss Wyckoff is 
handicapped by a bad score, but 
despite this stands out as a probable 
musical comedy favorite to come. 
She’s done a remarkable job in 
quick study and was fully at home 
in her important role despite only 
a week’s rehearsals. A beaut with 
fine voice and plenty of class, she 
should be a standout with good ma- 
terial. 

The show’s production end cannot 
boast a single asset. The book by 
Fred Thompson and Dawn Powell 
is deplorably childish and confus- 
ing: the Vernon Duke-John Latouche 
score is one they’ll probably want 


t3c1eal 
musicai 





(four 
Hartman. Staged 
Samuel Leve. 
and Robert 
Wilmington, 


Comedy in three acts 
Vouis Hoffman and Don 
by Elliott Nugent: setting by 
Presented by Elliott Nugent 
Montgomery at Playhouse, 


Del.. Jan. 9. °42; $2.20 top 

Cast: J. C. Nugent, Frank Conlan, Bob 
Readick., Tommy Lewis, Mary Frances | 
Heflin, Gloria Mann, Claire Frances, James | 
Waters, Raymond Roe, Leslie Barrett, Ar- 
nold Stang, R 


Iph Brooks, 


Youth is served in the first produc- 
ing effort of the new Elliott Nugent- 
Robert Montgomery team. In fact, 
it’s a sort of ‘Our Gang’ in the teen 
age and, while it has moments of | 
nostalgic adolescent charm, it hardly | 
adds up to Broadway fare in its | 
present form. 

Play’s main asset is its cast of 
youngsters who have a field day of 
horseplay and general hilarity. The 
plot resembles a modern comic strip, 
recounting the trials and tribulations 
of youthful members of the Club 
Revel. Faced with eviction, the boys 
decide to admit a few financially 
sound girls to balance the budget. 
More complications, most of them 
on the humorous side, ensue, but ev- 
erything comes round to a happy 
ending. 

The authors handle the problems 
of adolescence with sympathy and 
understanding, but it is doubtful if 
Broadway audiences will find such 
youthful antics sufficient diversion 

for a full evening in the theatre. Au- 
thors failed to concentrate on any 
one character, thus robbing the play 
of sustained interest. The cast of 
youngsters is uniformly good and 
show the result of skilled direction 








scenes) by {tO quickly forget; 


Romney Brent’s 
Staging of the book is entirely un- 
imaginative, and George’  Balan- 
chine’s choreography is among his 
poorest efforts. The ensemble 
dancing is virtually nil; the comedy 
ballet efforts get the wrong kind of 
laughs. 

Mischa Auer should stick to pic- 
tures, for stage work can only de- 
tract rather than enhance a talent 
that has so little variation and light 
or shade. Possibly out of despera- 
tion, he’s finally clad in woman’s 
clothing, one of the oldest comedy 


tricks, and even there he doesn’t 
achieve a humorous effect. Unfortu- 
nately, there are no retakes in a 


stage musical comedy. 

Ronald Graham is a nice-looking 
baritone of good voice and he’s the 
romantic male lead opposite Miss 
Wyckoff. The Martins, evenly mixed 
singing quartet, do as good a job as 
possible with what they have to 
sing. It might be recalled here that 
The Martins themselves did a better 
scoring job than this show holds for 
George Abbott’s ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ current at the Barrymore. 
Ruth Weston plays a lecherous so- 
ciety woman with sufficient leer, but 
Wynn Murray, now considerably 
thinned, is at a loss with the poor 
song material. Rest of the cast has 
little to do and doesn’t do it too 
well. 

Plot is nearly entirely a dream 
sequence. Thus, Miss Wyckoff be- 
comes involved as an FBI operator 
and meets her dream man, Graham, 


ind Alan Lipseott: setting designed by 


Frederick Fox; $3.30 top. 
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Doc BlossoM...ccccccesese ocoee Wis Goer 
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Barbara Webster....... Florence Sundstrom 
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Pepi PIGSRG..s cicccsccesccsesss Tito Vuolo 
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errr ee vi eebeweseed Garnay Wilson 
Cantain State Trooper......Jack Brainard 
POMOC» 5506 44hesi eoenste Michael Barrett 
POTIOOIRET «6 0c Feeceeseocesecs Charles Gordon 

The winter period Hhas_ been 


marked by favorable reports from 
out of town on new plays which re- 
ceived reverse first-night reaction 
on Broadway. Here is another. Per- 
haps more disappointing because it 
arrived at a time when a new laugh 
show would have been most wel- 
come. 

It is the maiden effort of John 


Shubert, son of J. J., as a manager. 
Play under the title of ‘Off the 
Record’ was tried out by him last 
season, but the slated New York 
showing was cancelled. Younger 
Shubert was hesitant about having 
his name on ‘Johnny’ until Boston 
looked it over and opined the show 
was okay. 

Script was turned over to Charles 
MacArthur and he is credited with 
the writing. It appears tc have its 
original faults, for ‘Johnny’ seems 
to be a frenzied sort of farcical com- 
edy that is incoherent in too many 
spots and paced with such speed that 
the laughs are lost, if present. 


MacArthur doubtless saw in 
‘Johnny’ another ‘Front Page,’ which 
he and Ben Hecht rode to popularity. 
But that was a newspaper melo- 
drama and the writers knew their 
stuff. New play is a fictionized idea 
of crooked politics in a small south- 
ern town and just about gets left on 
first base. There are reporters and 
such around, but they are secondary. 
Main characters are grafting poli- 
ticos. 

Johnny is a fellow who isn’t seen. 
He’s the governor, running for the 
senate, his campaign being managed 
by Nicky Allen, a Yankee, and Julie 
Glynn, secretary. The gov. is a guy 
who likes booze and women, latter 
of the kind sometimes referred to as 
‘fancy.’ He breaks his promise not | 
to imbibe, winds up in Pearl La- 
monte’s bawdy house and there sud- 
denly dies. 

Nicky decides to keep the obit 
secret for 24 hours, by which time 
the election will be over. A sched- 
uled speech is broadcast by remote 
control from the governor’s office, 
discs of another speech about the 
glory of southern womanhood and a 
new maternity hospital, over which 
there is a scandal, supposedly going 
on the air. Johnny is elected alright. 
Through a daffy judge, appointments 
are made, cops are shooed away and 
Nicky’s hot and cold romance with 
Julie is aimed for wedlock. Nicky 
even tellS the editor of a newspaper 
that is about to crack down on the 
administration just how Johnny 
died and where, daring ’em to make 
the exposure. 

There are plenty of people in the 
play, 28 being listed in the cast. 
Eight are featured. Ed Wynn’s son, 
Keenan, as Nicky, is the busiest ‘of 
the lot and is a promising comedian 
with the weightiest part assigned 
him yet. He'll do better in a better 
play. Edith Atwater is his running 
mate as Julie, an efficient secretary 
who is likeable despite all the rush 
and countless telephone calls. 

Dennie Moore plays Madam Pearl, 
who seems to have too much leeway 
in the governor’s office. Florence 
Sundstrom is very good as a vixen- 
ish girl who likes to think she’s 
stuck on Nicky. Hers is one of the 
few southern dialects noticed. Joseph 
Sweeney appears as a judge, one of 
the ring. He’s a good comedian, but 
like the others has been seen to bet- 
ter advantage. Will Geer is a curious, 
shilly-shallying doctor and bird 








also an agent covering a spy who 
operates a Fifth avenue dress shop. ' 


fancier on the side. Tito Vuolo is a 


| first wife resides on the Coast and it is understood he provided a trust 
fund for her. 


For the third time in recent months the Theatre Guild was steamed up 
over the notices of New York critics, latest disappointment being the 
coverage On ‘Papa Is All,’ which opened at the Guild last week. In splurge 
space, favorable quotes from 15 out-of-town reviewers appeared, ag 
against six from Broadway notices, one of the latter (Dick Watts, Herald 
Tribune) being quoted twice. 


Two of the New York quotes were given special prominence, but the 
general trend of the notices was mild. ‘Papa’ was reported drawing 
goodly grosses in most out-of-town stands, though not as big as ‘Candle 
in the Wind’ and ‘Hope For a Harvst,’ press of both also so-so in N. , 
Extra space for ‘Harvest’ quotes was devoted only to opinion outside the 
city, which stunt was hardly effective, play going off after five weeks, 
‘Candle,’ presented in association with the Playwrights, is again on tour, 





they were coming here. 


16 in Wilmington for two days. 


one opens it. 
with intimate knowledge.’ 


around $2,000. 


pneumonia, 


It was a false alarm here that week of Feb. 2 at Nixon, Pittsburgh, was 
being reserved for the Lunts in a new, unannounced play. For a time, 
according to Carleton Miles, their advance agent for ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ couple had planned on reviving their kit of more than a decade 
ago, ‘Caprice,’ and this, it was believed, might have led to the report that 
Miles said, however, that Lunts had decided 
against the revival and would wait for a new play, ‘something momentous, 
until then remaining at their Genesee Depot, Wis., farm. 


Miles is now ahead of Chi company of ‘Blithe Spirit,’ which opens Jan, 


‘Cock-a-doodle-do,’ an autobiograpky by Charles B. Cochran, has evoked 
high praise in English papers, one reviewer saying: ‘He has shown that he 
can produce a good book with the same facility as a good play or revue 

his latest and most comprehensive volume of reminiscences 
establishes him as a chronicler of the very first order.’ 
commentator wrote: ‘.. . Volume is entertaining and interesting wherever 
A remarkable galaxy of stage personalities are presented 


* ee 


Another book 


Since Dec. 27 Gertrude Lawrence has been selling defense stamps at 
one of the ticket windows at the Alvin, N. Y., where she is starring in 
‘Lady in the Dark.’ Miss Lawrence is in action only at matinees and in 10 
afternoons prior to the first curtain she sold stamps valued at $3,239.30. 


Star was in action before one night performance and the sales then were 


Michael (Mike) Levey, also known as Mike Leonard, 50, who was em- 
ployed by the Leo Cohn and Leo Newman ticket agencies, also being for- 
merly connected with bookmakers, died Dee. 29. 
leg in a taxi accident and was removed to a hospital, where he developed 


He suffered a broken 





To clear up some e@onfusion as to the drama reviewer on the new 
Chicago Sun, Claudia Cassidy, formerly with the Chicago Journal of 
Commerce, is drama and music critic of the Sun. 
the Journal of Commerce is William Leonard. 


Her replacement on 





liver giggles either. Paul Huber is 
one of the principal grafters. Ibee. 

(Withdrawn Saturday (10) after 
four Perperimanees, printed for the 
record.) 


PAPA IS ALL 


Comedy in three acta (four scenes), by 
Patterson Greene. Features Jessie Royce 
Landis, Carl Benton Reid. Staged by Frank 
Carrington and Agnes Morgan; settings 
and costumes designed by Emeline Roche; 
production under supervision of Lawrence 
Langner and Theresa Helburn. Presented 
by Theatre Guild, at Guild theatre, N. Y., 
Jan. 6, '42; $3.30 top. 


Mama.....é SS eseceeesee Jessie Royce Landis 
A eer ecccccccecers Emmett Rogers 
PUBS TPOOMEPs 6006060 60s0eseseek Royal Beal 
EMMA.....scovccccccccccese.-Celeste Holm 
Mrs. Yoder. seveccovceseess+-Dorothy Sands 
PAPA. .sccccccccceseccees.Carl Benton Reld 





Members of the Mennonite sect of 
back-country Pennsylvania, popular- 
ly called the Pennsylvania Dutch 
(though they’re actually of German 
ancestry), are the subjects of ‘Papa 
Is All,’ the comedy by Patterson 


Greene, which the Theatre Guild is 
presenting as a subscription offering. 
It is a folk play, undeniably au- 
thentic, but somewhat stereotype in 
story incident and rather mild as en- 
tertainment. Despite favorable re- 
ception during a preliminary tour, 
its Broadway chances appear lim- 
ited. It’s an in-and-outer, 

Title is the Pennsylvania Dutch 
way of saying ‘Papa is dead.’ To 
anyone familiar with the play’s lo- 
cale, the title, the dialog in its curi- 
ously inverted form of the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch idiom, plus the various 
references to the incredibly stubborn 
Mennonite resistance to progress or 
change, all are remarkably true to 
life, And to anyone who recalls the 
notorious hex murders of Pennsyl- 
vania some years ago, the penurious- 
ness, bigotry, religious fanaticism and 
Sadistic cruelty of papa could well 
be taken from actual fact. 

However, the play, unlike its club- 
footed title character, hasn’t much 
vigor. First act provocatively estab- 
lishes the atmosphere, characters and 





third-rate bodyguard who can’t de- 


situation, providing a substantial 


springboard for a strong play. But 
the second act, with its abrupt leap 
from grim drama to broad comedy, 
is weak, while the transparently 
contrived climax of the third act 
seems pat and unsatisfying. 

In essence ‘Papa Is All’ shows how 
a narrow-minded, grasping, sancti- 
monious father cruelly dominates his 
family, and, when things become no 
longer endurable, is apparently 
killed in a railroad crossing accident 
while riding in a car with his son. 
When papa is all, mama and the two 
children begin to enjoy life, and, in- 
deed, everyone in the surrounding 
countryside is glad to have him out 
of the way. Papa presently comes 
back, but, in the words of an old 
German proverb quoted by the 
State Trooper, falls into his own 
trap. 

Jessie Royce Landis, featured as 
the cowed but stubbornly courageous 
mama, gives her best performance 
within recent memory, admirably 
catching the various moods of the 
part and handling the difficult Penn- 
sylvania Dutch speech convincingly. 
Carl Benton Reid, co-featured, is 
properly odious and fearsome as 
papa. He and Emmett Rogers, who 
gives a straightforward, competent 
portrayal of the son, also make the 
accent sound right. Celeste Holm 1s 
dramatically effective and visually at- 
tractive as the daughter, but she 
misses the Pennsylvania Dutch man- 
ner of speaking. Royal Beal is ac- 
ceptable as the State Trooper, and 
Dorothy Sands broadens the comedy 
of a gossipy neighbor part. 

Frank Carrington and Agnes Mor- 
gan, who tried out the play at their 
Paper Mill Playhouse strawhat at 
Millburn, N. J., have staged the piece 
with a nice sense of pace, and have 
avoided rigid groupings. Emeline 
Roche’s kitchen-living room setting 
and her atmospheric costumes look 
authentically Mennonite and are the- 
atrically effective. , 
Come to think of it, ‘Papa Is Al 
has just about everything but 8 
strong plot. Small cast and simple 
production, making possible a minl- 
mum operating budget, will help, but 
protably not enough for more than & 





lim! ed run, Hobe. 
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Broadway 
les Coburn in from the Coast. 
ood ‘Beare bedded with flu last 
week. 


Jack Benny is due east end of 
January. 

Monty Woolley in Saratoga Springs 
for three weeks. 

Harry Kaufman back from Florida 
with thick suntan. 

Pat Liddy to Seattle as manager of 
camp show vaude unit. 

Betty Field is due to get ‘in from 
the Coast tomorrow (Thursday ). 

Paramount story ed Dick Mealand 
home with the grippe last week. 

Joey Keith celebrated 44th birth- 
day at Jersey City Medical Center. 

Sonja Henie opens 10-day date at 


Madison Square Garden Monday 
(19). 

Terry Donaghue has been pa 
in charge of publicity for oew’'s 


State. ; . 
Henry Bellit, veteran agent, who's 


been on the Coast two years, has re- 
turned east. ‘ 

Ed and Polly East making their 
third ‘Kitchen Quiz’ short for Colum- 
bia Pictures this week. 

Leonard Gaynor flew to the Coast 
Friday (9) on a publicity dea! for 
which he’s negotiating. 

Mike Poller, in charge of RKO’s 
playdate department, is recuperating 
after an emergency operation, 

Al Sindlinger, March of Time ad- 
publicity chief, home fighting flu at 
his country home in New Jersey. 

Harry Schumer’s son Henry, who 


was his chief assistant, enlisted in 
Air Support Command, Mitchell 
Field. 


Ann Sheridan and George Brent, 
who were married in Miami last 
week, have gone back to Hollywood 
from there. 

Richard Lane, ventriloquist, has 
left with a USO camp show for Fort 
Stevens, Astoria, Ore., to bégin a 
long tour of army posts. 

Ralph McCoy, southern-midwest- 
ern sales chief for WB, is back at 
the h.o. after contacting a number of 
branches in his territory. 

Sally Benson about to sell her New 
Yorker series, ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’ 
(a kind of ‘Life with Grandfather’) 
to films. Paramount and Metro both 
bidding. 





Spence Pierce, 20th-Fox southern 
exploitation manager, back to At- 
lanta following two-day huddles 
with Rodney Bush, exploitation chief 
in N. Y. 

Roy Haines, eastern-Canadian divi- 
sion manager for Warners, and 
Arthur Sachson, h.o. sales exec, were 
in Boston over the weekend for sales 
meeting. 

Leo Rosten and Leonard Spigelgass 
got $35.000 from Samuel Goldwyn 
for their original script, ‘Washington 
Drama.’ Goldwyn bought it within 
14 hours of first seeing it last week. 

Ben Kalmenson, general 
manager for Warners. is on the Coast 
for his first confabs with studio execs 
since taking direction of dis- 
tribution activities for the company 


sales 


over 


Managers of RKO houses in the 
former Solly Schwartz division 
tendered him a luncheon, at same 


time presenting him with a gift. on 
his promotion to a large out-of-town 
sector 

Alexander Korda and wife Merle 
Oberon arrived from the Coast Mon- 
day (12). Korda goes to England in 
about two weeks for month’s stay. 
Miss Oberon to Washington for war 
work 

Saul Bornstein, Irving  Berlin’s 
partner in Irving Berlin. Ine., is con- 
sidering moving the office to Wash- 
ington, since all of Berlin’s pop re- 
leases are contributions to some pa- 
triotic or humanitarian effort 

Claude Lee. director of public re- 
ations for Paramount, will attend 
the annual meeting of the North and 
South Carolina Theatre Owners As- 
sociation in Charlotte Sunday- 
Monday (18-19) 

Julia Sullivan. former 


secretary to | 
John E. McDermott in Par. has taken | 
over a similar post with Bob Gill- 
“ene succeeding Bill Schneider who 
“comes assistant to Alec Moss. ex- 
Ploitation chief at the Par ho 
B Ai 
By Ray Josephs 
Film comic Pepe Arias planning 


Summer tour, 


Mario Soffici finished exteriors of 
11 Camino de Las Llamas’ in Men- 
doza mountains. 


ce ety of theatre and screen folk 


1 to Mar del Plata and Cordoba | 
hills for holiday. 
Sono Film completed Libertad 


~amarque’s ‘Yo Conoci 
(T Knew That Woman’). 
Argentine Academy of Motion Pic- 


Esa Mujer’ 


ture Arts and Sciences opened B. A. | ” 
| giving 


offices with cocktail party. 
e Lumiton expects to finish ‘Adoles- 
encia,’ with Angel Magana and 


Mirtha Legrand. late in February. 
French ’ 


Star Louis Jouvet an- 
aeonced Plans to return to B. A. 
ay year—if and when Vichy sig- 


at weaves Constant working nights 
‘Sinfowree’ rushing completion of 
4 nfonia Argentina’ which United 
“tists will distrib. 
Monar Sane’ first 


indie venture 


| Dimes’ 


will be ‘Puertos de Ensueno (‘Port of 
Dreams’) with Toti Munoz and Al- 
fredo Jordan. Will have sea theme. 
Exhib Clemente Lococo signed 
United Artists, Universal, Paramount 
and Warner for his first-run Opera, 
Suipacha, Normandie and Metro- 
politan. 
Instituto Cinematografico Argen- 
tino’s documental of the southern 
lake regions in Nahuel Huapi now 
being cut. Several companies inter- 
ested in footage for backgrounding. 
Baires signed Mecha Ortiz and 
Pedro Lopez Lagar for ‘Contra- 
bando,’ an original with story by 
megger Arturo S. Mom and Miguel 


Mileo. Mom will not handle it, how- 
ever. 
Enrique Fausten, Jr., business 


manager of Artistas Argentinos Aso- 
ciados, to Chile, lining up houses for 
five ‘A’ features to be produced in 
42. First trip of its kind by Argen- 
tine company. 

Hugo del Carril will start ‘La 
Novela de Un Joven Pobre’ (‘Story 
of a Poor Young Man’) for EFA next 
month. Amanda Ledesma has femme 
lead. It’s del Carril’s first since 
highly. successful p.a. tour. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Rise Stevens skedded for a p.a. 
Sunday (25), 

Bill Griffin, of the Rodgers Circuit, 
Cairo, Ill., among the out-of-towners 
shopping on film row. 

The Gaylords, localites, are head- 
lining floor show at Club Continental, 
Hotel Jefferson. Stan Norris and 
orch on deck. 

Houses in St. Clair County, 
across the Mississippi, are dishing 
out Defense stamps and bonds to 
bank nite winners. 

‘Command Performance’ 
by Sergts. Stuart Warrington and 
Robert Meskill, New York play- 
wrights, skedded for St. Louis Little 
Theatre. Gordon Carter will direct. 

Fire of undetermined origin dam- 
aged the recreation hall at the Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., training camp. 
First blaze since the theatre at the 
camp was destroyed by fire last July. 


Il., 


written 





Irv Waterstreet, M-G local sales 
force, is the arranger for the Ex- 
hibitors’ Forum Thursday (15) under 
M-G sponsorship. More than 700 
exhibs in St. Louis, Tlinois and}! 


Missouri invited to one-day session. | 


Philadelphia 


Madalyn White, local dancer, will 
soon be the bride of a Washington 
sportsman. 


Carlotta Dale, ex-canary for Jan 
Savitt’s crew, now with Chuck 


Gordon's band 

Herbie Frank, ex-manager of Club 
21, has been placed in charge of the 
Ritz Merry-Go-Round Room, At- 
lantic City. 

Henry King’s musicrew will fol- 
low Frankie Masters’ band at the 
Ben Franklin hotel tomorrow 
(Thursday ) 

Gerard Gaghan, 
the Evening Ledger, is 
the publicity for the 
campaign. 

Thelma Melrose 
to the air lanes last 
with a musical program 
after a long absence 

Roger W. Clipp, general manager 
of WFIL, has been named chairman 
of the research committee of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 





of 
in 
o! 


ex-film critic 
assisting 
‘March 


ies returned 
Sunday (11) } 
over WIP | 
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| ‘Coast Committee 


— Continued from page 3 








| Thomson, Bert Allenberg, Jock Law- 
rence, Howard Strickling and 
Charles Feldman. 
Eastern 
Coordinating 


out all 


Committee 


committee to fun! 


requests for benefit 


On the committee ll be Emily 
| Holt and George Heller, of Amerl- 
of Radio Artists: 
Bert Lytell a Frank Gillmore, of 
Equity; Lawrence Tibbett and 
| Blanche Witherspoon, of American 
Guild of Musical Artists; and Henry 


}can Federation 


nd 


| Jaffe, counsel for AFRA and AGMA. 




















| Laud U.S. Actors | 





mec ontinued from page ! 


| 
they have been asked to support— 


unselfishly of their time, 
talent and full resources. 

‘To the members of this great and 
honorable profession, all of us owe 
a debt of gratitude for everything 
they have done to make this a bet- 
ter and happier world in which to 


London 


Michael Powell on lecture tour in 
Ireland. 

Carroll Levis expected back from 
America in February. 

Jack Taylor’s wife getting over 
serious appendix operation. 

Hubert Harben left around $45,000, 
his widow, Mary Jerrold, being sole 
legatee. 

Max Miller is to star in new 
George Black revue at the Victoria 
Palace early in April. 

Charles M. Woolf elected chairman 
of British Film Production Associa- 
tion, replacing Major Baker. 

Victor Sheridan reopening 
Palace, Hammersmith, and Empire, 
Kilburn, as vaudeville spots. 

Daughter born to wife of Captain 
Keith Liversidge, Louise Browne, 
American: musical comedy star. 

After lapse of over six years. 
Paramount’s Plaza, in the West End, 
again experimenting with 
Snows. 





Moss Empires dickering for sev- | 


eral picture theatres in provincial 
key spots to operate them as vaude- 
ville houses. 

Leon Quartermaine obtained di- 
vorce from Fay Compton on the 
ground of desertion. He was her 
third husband. 

Gala presentation of new 
ciated’ British picture, 
Ridge,’ at the Regal netted $200,000 
for the Russian Red Cross Fund. 

Wallace Parnell due here from 
Australia with musical show headed 
by Stiffy (formerly Stiffy and Moe), 
which he intends to stage in the West 
End. 

Reports from Australia tell of 
passing of Ed E. Forde, juggler, aged 
71. Forde was well known in Eng- 
land years ago and also known in 
America. 

Owing to the Prince of Wales thea- 
tre, Birmingham, having been badiy 
blitzed, Emile Littler has 
over the Stratford Memorial theatre 
for his annual pantomime. 

Jack Hylton and Jack Taylor have 
jointly bought provincial rights of 
Noel Coward’s ‘Cavalcade’ from 
Charles B. Cochran, which they in- 
tend touring in the sticks this year. 

Adolph Neiman, Phoenix theatre 
booker since Maurice Bloom, owner 
of spot, decided to try vaudeville 
policy, is out after eight weeks. 
Bloom now does his own booking. 

John Sharman, relegated by the 
BBC since Oliver Wakefield pulled 
some blue ones at one of his recent 
broadcasts, has been reinstated to his 
former job as head of Music Hall, 
the Saturday night BBC feature 
which he originated. 


ASSso- 


Noel Coward slipped into the pit | 


to see ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ at the Savoy to watch the al- 
leged impersonation of himself by 
Edward Cooper. He said he thought 


the portrayal was ‘very artistic,’ far | 


superior to the New York counter- 
part, 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Joe Sala, owner of defunct El 
Chico. going to Florida to work this 
winter. 

Mrs. Joe Hiller home from an- 


othert checkup at the Johns Hopkin 


| hospital. 


Regular Friday Family Nights 
were resumed at the Variety Club 
last week. 

Sanford Bickart, a local actor, in 
cast of Charlie MacArthur's ‘Johnny 
On the Spot.’ 

Patti Gene. Al Kavelin’s song 
tress, home for a rest while bance 
is laying off in east 

Carmelita and Lee, local dancers, 
have checked in at Monaco’s in 
Cleveland for a run. 


Sally Cairns, film actress, in from 
Hollywood for a short visit with he 
husband, Thom Piper. 

Wife and dog both travelling 


the Bill Fields, on the read ahead 


Walshe I S mi Ve] ol 
Fulton theatre—expect their second 
I the stork ‘ 
Jimmy Datilk forme! saxman 
with 3Zaron Elliott, has joined 
Mickey Ross’ staff band at WJAS. 
John McGreevey, chief booker of 
Harris chain, back on job again after 
two-month tussle with mneumonia. 
Radio’s new Ellery Qhe®i, Cerle- 
ton (Cam) Young, a Tech drama 
school grad and a former stock fave 
here. 
Marguerite Corday back to Minne- 
polis to become assistant producer 


is 


of stage shows at Alvin theatre 

there. : 
Joey Rardin goes to the Five 

o’'Clock Club in Miami when he 


winds up his current Yacht Club en- 
gagement. 

Art Barker and Mike Barker, who 
have foursomes at Hotels Roosevelt 
and Seventh Avenue, respectively, 
are brothers. 

Bill Roos, here for holidays, said 


live.’ It is signed by William V. C. |, 4 
tae : x he’s netted nearly two grand in op- 
’ ‘itish Ar a Serge; is: ven. 
muyton, erates Ambulance P ’! tion money from his unproduced 
Natalie Wales Latham, Bundles for | ,ocepall eomedy. ‘Triple Play.’ 
Britain, and Robert Appleby, Brit-| Billy Hinds has succeeded Billy 
'ish War Relief Society. /Leech as singer on Maurice Spital 


the | 


stage | 


‘Banana | 


taken | 


ny’s Tap Time show, Leech leaving 
to join Raymond Scott as featured 
vocalist. 


Danny Roach, sax player with 
ACAE Airliners, sitting in with 
Jimmy Joy as temporary sub for 


Ernie Golley, recently called up by 
the army. 


Thomas Hume, playing ‘the wreck’ | 


in Boston company of ‘My Sister 
| Eileen,’ co-starred at Tech drama 


; school here with Thelma Schnee. He | 


| was known as Tom Koehler then. 
Robert Finkel, assistant director at 
{Republic studio, is home for a short 
| visit with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
| Bill Finkel, before going into the 
| Army. 
exhibitor here. 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 





‘Claudia’ dated Jan. 29-30. 


Joe Venuti band in -to 
Skyway for a month. 

Paul Page orch replaced Ray Pear] 
in Balinese Room at Hotel C¥aridge. 

Memphis Symphony readying con- 
cert for next Tuesday (20). Ethel 
Taylor is guesting. 

Al Patterson back on managerial 
staff at the Claridge hotel after be- 





Peabody 


ing away a year following auto 
| srnashup. 

| Loew’s State lured 1,100 to annual 
midnight benefit for Commercial 


Appeal-American Legion Christmas 
basket fund. 

Diane (Thelma) Mitchell, ex-Sonny 
Dunham vocalist, home for brief visit 
before marrying Jackson Wheeler, 
CBS spieler-producer. 

Virginia Winkelman Lee handling 
Auditorium roadshow publicity while 
husband, Jimmy, is aw‘y on leave 
of absence with FHO on defense as- 
signment. 

George Brent and Ann Sheridan 
grounded here over weekend enroute 
to their marriage in Florida. Re- 
mained incognito under phoney -reg- 
istration at Peabody hotel. 














| Film-Going Up 
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| hits; no new fresh personalities 
| are emerging. 

Daytime Worse 
| The Co-operative 
Broadcasting figures 
night-time listening was 


Analysis 
that. w 
off 8° as 


compared with the level which pre-|} 
of | 


months 
stening 


vailed for the last three 
1940, the drop in daytime li 
was as much as 11%. 
analysis of 


is 
listening for 
the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1941, 
showed that the program leaders 
taken one by one were not as high 
as they had been during the kindred 
stretch of 1940. The breakdown also 
disclosed that the final °41 
had less variety shows. Because 


Further 


of 


| their mass appeal, variety programs 
have for years served as the back- 
| bone of radio entertainment. While 
the sluff-off in listening is not con- 
idered ominous, the keepers of the 
C.A.B. poll admit themselves puz- 
zled as to the cause. Perhaps the 
t trenchant factor was the non- 
nfiltration of new and outstanding 
personalities Other contributors to 
the slump might have been fhe com- 
paratively mild winter which pre- 
vailed during December and the 
availability of plenty spending 
money which kept ‘em interested 


itside the home 
Skelton Among ‘Most Popular’ 
As 1941 came to a close ] 


of the first 


the t 


revealed but one newcomer, namely, 
Red Skelton A comparison of the 
t 10 for December, 194}! th the 
first 10 for December, 1940. indicated 
ne of the sharpest r¢ fTle i 
( Three ” ent ide 
prive Man’ I y Ma Be 
K K ‘ 
( { eg r 
eDial ) W f Vin 
i Bandwa a Via f 
H é Anothe spec i 
i I tne ao Ca 
it possibly the leade ‘ ( 
e rong € R ) i 
I te fol of li- 
enc and indirectly serve ; 1¢ 
parkplugs for comprehensive 


tening habits. 

As for the film boxoffice, the take 
for October and November of 1941 
averaged about 10% better than it 
was for the like months of 1940. The 
December. °41, span fluctuated sharp- 
lv. The first week ran between 15% 
and 20% ahead of the same week In 


1940. The second week (Dec. 7-14) 
vhich was the first week of Ameri- 
‘a’s entry into the wary this edge 
dropped to 5% During the third 


week, which represented the apex of 
the Christmas shopping season, the 
upward margin was between 5% and 


10°., while the Christmas and New 


Year’s interlude saw the busine 

bounce up to somewhere between 

35‘ ind 20%, as compared to the 
! lar weriod of 1940 


The elder Finkel is a veteran | 


quarter | 


20 most popular programs 


Hollywood 


Linda Darnell laid up with flu. 


Bob Crosby laid up with throat 
infection, 

Wendy Barrie became an Ameri- 
can citizen 

Merril Pye recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Alex Aarons joined the A & § 


Lyons agency. 

Bill Blowitz joined the Paramount 
publicity staff. 

Frank Capra Productions, Inc.. of- 
ficially dissolved. 

Larry Darmour out of the hospital 
after an abdominal operation. 

Nelson Eddy opens his annual con- 
cert tour in San Diego Feb. 1. 

Roy Rogers east on a stage tour of 
Virginia and southeastern states. 

Rosemary DeCamp and John Shid- 
ler east on a delayed honeymoon. 

J. Cheever Cowdin back at his 
Universal desk after a honeymoon. 

Martha O'Driscoll to wed Walter 
Brewer, brother of Mrs. Hal Rach, 
Jr. 

Darryl Zanuck commuted back 
from his military chores in Washing- 
ton. 

Irving Berlin back to work at 
Paramount after vacationing in New 
York. 

Carole Lombard to Indianapolis to 


open Indiana’s Defense Bond cam- 
paign. 
Betty Kean’s sprained ankle de- 


layed work on ‘Yokel Boy’ at Re- 
public. _ 

Herbert J. Yates due this week for 
his winter studio pilgrimage at Re- 
public. 


Sam Zimbalist pinch-hiiting on 
‘Tortilla Flat’ for Victor Fleming, 


who is ill. 
Bing Crosby is staging a charity 


golf tournament on his Santa Fe 
Rancho Jan. 30. 

Lieutenant Commander Frank W. 
Wead retired from film writing to 





| re-enter the Navy. 

| Victor Schertzinger’s will left ev- 
erything to his widow. Amount of 
estate was undisclosed. 

Donald Crisp joined the California 
State Guard as a captain under 
Lieut.-Col, Lewis Stone. 

Madeleine Carroll withdrew from 
the ‘Forest Rangers’ cast for a long 
rest under doctor’s orders. 

Robert T. Kane, 20th-Fox 
sentative in England, due in 
this week for studio huddles. 


repre- 
town 


Spyros Skouras in from New York 
to confer with his brother Charles 
on Fox-West Coast business 

Jack Cutting back from four- 


month tour of South America in be- 
half of Walt Disney Productions 

Chris O. Dunphy, former Para- 
mount studio publicity chief and 
veteran of the first World War, is re- 
joining the Army. 

Walter Wanger back Wash- 
ington after conferences John 
Hay Whitney on motion picture ac- 
| tivities in National Defense. 

John LeRoy Johnston moved in as 


from 


writ 
Witn 


publicity director for the Harold 
Hurley production unit, which will 
j;release through United Artist 
: 
Australia 
| ing Oey 
By Eric Gorrick 

Sam §S er, Snider-Dean theatre 
loop, won a seat in home wa elec- 
| tion 
Charles Munro. managing dire r 
| of Hoyts, improving after nervous 
break flown 

‘Fantasia’ (RKO) swung into a 
Sydney downtown house for Yule- 
tide date after 15 weeks’ first ru 

Williamson-Tait will reform (:il- 
bert-Sullivan troupe into a light 
opera unit for presentation of shows 


pular a decade ago. 


Exhibs are requesting 


p 
10Cal 


h product 


tribs to conserve mu 
as possible in case there’s a major 
boating holdup via Pacific hostilitie 


ballet sea- 


Helen Kirsova played a 

on at Minerva, Sydney, for a short 
pan | irrangement vith Alec 
Coppel. Local talent mostly feature 

Be! Free ! VI ‘ l 
A ‘ ‘ 

s) e X’ fror ” 

ZO Pi c€ ! f ( h 
Wale 

Gracie Fie eported e in 
I e t ear for seri Red 
Cr B her v due in 
41, b postpone vi due to 
1s 

Amalgamated Pictures, unit under 


the Greater Union Theatres tent, has 
bought the Majestic, Melbourne, for 
$240,000. GUT is operating house as 
first-runner with U. S. and British 
sive 

Petrol shortage has forced govern- 
ment to nix pic units from using 
special floats to exploit coming at- 
tractions. Exploiteers are figuring 
| using horse-drawn gear to overcome 


the gas curtailment. 
Williamson-Tait made a bid to 
gain lease of King’s, Melbourne, to 
spot the British pic, ‘Love on the 
Dole.’ in contract conjunction with 
British Empire Films. However, Sir 
| Ben Fuller. got in first and copped 


iease of house for vaude-revue. 
Metro's ‘They Met in Bombay’ was 
granted a playdate clearance in 
Sydney. Was thought certain mili- 
tary sequences would bring a nix, 
especially that one about winning of 


the Victoria Cross by Clark Gable. 
Pic looks okay elsewhere on Aussie 
‘dates 
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OBITUARIES 


SIR OSWALD STOLL 
Sir Oswald Stoll, 76, British film 
theatre magnate, died in Lendon last 
week. 
Further 
section. 


details in International 





OTIS SKINNER 


Otis Skinner, 83, one of the great 
actors of the American theatre, died 
Jan. 4 at his home in New York. 
Funeral services were held Tuesday 
(6) in the Little Church Around the 
Corner (Church of the Transfigura- 
tion), N. Y., with over 1,000 persons 
attending, including many show 
business prominents. 

Skinner, whose repertoire included 
16 Shakespearean roles and who pro- 
duced and directed 33 plays, formed 
an amateur acting group while work- 
ing as a commision house clerk in 
Hartford, thus launching his stage 
career. He got his first professional 
role in 1877 at the Philadelphia Mu- 
geum, and during his first year played 
120 parts in stock. The following 
year he joined the Walnut Street 
theatre company in Philadelphia. 

Skinner made his first New York 
bow in ‘Enchantment,’ at Niblo’s 
Garden theatre in 1879. He became 
a@ leading man while with Lawrence 

arrett and afterwards played at 

ly’s, New York, with a troupe in- 
¢gluding John Drew, Charles Leclercq, 
Ada Rehan, May Irwin, James Lewis 

d others. The company later 

ured England and the Continent. 

After leaving Daly’s, Skinner per- 
formed with Edwin Booth and 
Helene Modjeska. In 1894 he became 
an actor-manager, opening with his 
wn company in ‘His Grace de 

rammont,’ by Clyde Fitch. He 

ade his first appearance as a star 
that year. 

Skinner was also known for his 
writings on the theatre and roused 

storm of controversy in 1925 when 
4 aceused the Methodist Preachers 

ssociation of New York of attempt- 
ng to censor the stage because it 
¢gonsidered the theatre a rival draw- 
ing power. In addition to ‘Footlights 
nd Spotlights,’ Skinner authored 
ad Folk of the Theatre’ and, with 
his wife, edited ‘One Man in his 
ime.’ He was president of the Epis- 
¢opal Actors Guild and vice presi- 
dent of The Players. His last ap- 
— was in 1935 in a revival by 
The Players of ‘Seven Keys to Bald- 
pate.’ 

Skinner’s wife, now dead, was the 
Greer Maud Durbin of Denver. 
urviving is his daughter, Cornelia 
Otis Skinner. 





EMMA CALVE 


Emma Calve, 83, famous opera star 
who sang for 13 consecutive seasons 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
New York, died last week in Millau, 
France. She achieved her greatest 
prominence for her ‘Carmen.’ 

Mme. Calve was hissed at one of 
her first appearances, at La Scala, 

ilan, but subsequently cheered by 
audiences all over the world. Later 
she returned to Milan to score one 
of her greatest triumphs. Mme. 
Calve gave several command per- 
formances for Queen Victorih. 

The star made her Met debut Nov. 
9, 1893; and continued there until 
= She toured the. U. S. after 

910 and made her farewell appear- 
ance in ‘Faust,’ at Brussels, in 1927. 
In 1915-16 Mme. Calve gave 40 con- 
eerts in the U. S. for the benefit of 
the Lafayette Fund and other war 
organizations. Her New York con- 
cert alone grossed $100,000. She had 
no children and her last remaining 
relative, a nephew, died shortly after 
going on the stage. At the age of 52 
She was married to Alnor Gaspari, a 
Florentine tenor, in 1910. 





HUGO KALSOW 
Hugo Kalsow, 66, who for a half 
eentury was a musician and orches- 
tra leader in Detroit theatres, died 
Jan. 1, in Detroit. 
Son of Fritz Kalsow, also a mu- 
sician, Hugo Kalsow at 16 joined 
the Detroit Opera House Orches- 
tra. His father was leader of the 
Detroit Symphony orchestra and the 
younger Kalsow went into the 
violin section, then to first violin 
and eventually, at the turn of the 
century, as conductor, a post he 
held for 10 years. He also continued 
his theatre work, remaining in the 
pits, after films took over, as con- 
ductor in most of the major houses 
in Detroit. Recently he was pre- 
sented with a gold membership card 
by the Detroit Federation of Mu- 
gicians for his 50-year membership. 
He leaves his widow, daughter 
and a brother. 


NATALYA KOUSSEVITZKY 

Mme. Natalya Koussevitzky, 61, 
prominent sculptress, wife of Serge 
Koussevitzky, conductor of the Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra, died in 
Brookline, Mass., Jan. 11. 

Mme. Koussevitzky, Russian-born, 
who, together with her husband be- 
came an American citizen last year, 
helped organize Koussevitzky’s con- 
certs and was an active partner in 
his music publishing firm in Moscow. 
The composer-conductor is the lone 
immediate survivor. They had no 
children. 





KATE RIDSDALE 


Mrs. Kate Ridsdale, retired vet- 
eran legit actress, died Dec. 30 in 
Milwaukee, where she had lived for 
the last 25 years. She was a daugh- 
ter of James Vinson, australian the- 
atrical director, and toured the 
world with the Sydney Shakespear- 
ean company. She left the stage 
after her marriage to Walter Rids- 


19 YEARS PASSED AWAY 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 
A loving one from us has gone, 


A voice we loved is stilled; . 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 
Dear Daddy—I miss you more 
now than ever. 
Your son, Jack. 


JACK POWELL and FAMILY 





dale, an English newspaper pub- 
lisher, now deceased, and devoted 
her later years to lecturing on the 
drama and writing. 





OLIVIA REED 

Olivia Reed, former topflight per- 
former in vaudeville circuits and 
tent shows, died last week in Allen- 
town, Psa. In her 70s, she passed 
away in a barn, vietim of exposure 
and malnutrition. 

The few resources she and Albert 
Baron, her professional associate, 
had, apparently were used to feed 
and groom their ponies, goats, dogs 
and cats—the animals with which 
they worked and hoped some day 
would take them back the come- 
back trail. 





JACK REITH 
Jack Reith, Canadian theatre man, 
died in a Toronto hospital recently 
at the age of 53. He was active in 
the Canadian west as a manager for 
Famous Players and other circuits 
and from 1918 to 1922 managed the 
Orpheum theatre, Estevan, Sask. 


a time, he moved to Toronto and 
managed Toronto’s Midtown. 
Surviving are three daughters. 
Burial was in Chicago. 

GEORGE GILBERT 

Frederick A. Matthews, 67, known 
professionally as George Gilbert and 
who for years trained and, conducted 
animal shows, died Jan. 11 in 
Tyngsboro, Mass. 
Gilbert was acknowledged as one 
of the best trainers of domestic and 
wild animals in show business, and 
his animal act was well known dur- 
ing his vaudeville days. 





DR. HENRY FRANCIS SEARS 
Dr. Henry Francis Sears, 81, one 
of early supporters of Boston Sym- 
phony*Orchestra and who aided the 
|movement for the construction of 
the Symphony Hall, Boston, died 
Jan. 1 in the Hub city. 

Survived by three children, one of 
whom is Mrs. Emily Esther Lodge, 
wife of U. S. Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge. 





ANDREW BENNISON 
Andrew Bennison, 55, screen writer 
and former legit and screen actor, 
died Jan. 7 in Oxnard, Cal. Among 
his recent scripting collaborations 
were ‘Pot O’ Gold,’ ‘Here Come the 
Marines,’ ‘You'll Find Out’ and two 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ stories. 

Surviving are two sons. 





JAROSLAV JEZEK 
Jaroslay Jezek, 35, Czech com- 
poser, died Dec. 31, in N. Y. 

He had used American jazz as a 
basis for his compositions in the 
classical field. 

KARL RUNKWITZ 
Karl Runkwitz, 92, who built the 
Festival theatre at Beyreuth, Ba- 





varia, for the annual Wagnerian 


festivals in the 1870s, died at Ober- 
Ursel, Germany, recently. 

The architect designed the the- 
atre under the direction of Richard 
Wagner, then in his late 60s. 





DAVID FREEMAN 

David Freeman, 63, brother of 
Charles and Jess Freeman and Mrs. 
Sime Silverman, died Thursday (8) 
in Syracuse Memorial Hospital. 

Other survivors include two sons, 
one daughter and two other sisters. 
Sid Silverman, publisher of ‘Variety’ 
and ‘Daily Variety,’ is a nephew. 





GEORGE HALL 

George Hall, 51, business manager 
for the Walter Lantz cartoon organ- 
ization at Universal, died Jan. 10 in 
Hollywood after a lingering illness. 
He was formerly in charge of the 
Hollywood plant of Radio Corp of 
America. 

Surviving are his widow and son. 





FRANK BORCHERT 

Frank Borchert, 49, manager for 
years of the Door Theatre, Sturgeon 
Bay, Wis., collapsed in the Warner 
theatre, Milwaukee, on a_ holiday 
visit Wednesday night (7) and died 
of a heart attack in an ambulance. 

Widow and son survive. 





JESUS MELGAREJO 

Jesus Melgarejo, 65, Mexican 
stage-screen actor noted for his 
characterizations, died Dec. 29 in 
Mexico City. He retired a few years 
ago as an actor to direct the gov- 
ernment’s Theatre Hidalgo, Mex. 
City stage house. 

Widow survives. 





JULIUS ROTH 

Julius Roth, 50, veteran Yiddish 
actor, died Jan, 10 shortly. after a 
heart attack backstage at the Sec- 
ond Avenue theatre, New York, be- 
fore curtain time. He was a mem- 
ber of the cast of ‘Live and Laugh,’ 
playing at the theatre. 





PEGGY POOLE 
(FRED FREEMAN) 

Fred Freeman, 67, veteran circus 
performer known professionally as 
Peggy Poole, died Jan. 10 at Mass. 
General Hospital, Boston, after a 
long illness. 





JOHN B. BROWNE 

John Boynton Browne, 34, Hono- 
lulu advertising exec, died there Jan. 
5 of injuries received in a swimming 
accident. He was son of John Bar- 
ton Browne, for many years identi- 
fied with Ambassador hotel’s Cocoa- 
nut Grove in Los Angeles. 





VINCENT H. MARIOTTI 
Vincent H. Mariotti, 51, a first vio- 
linist with Boston Symphony orches- 
tra for 19 years, died Dec. 29 in 
Boston. 
He was also a teacher at New Eng- 
land Conservatory of Music. 





ROBERT BARRON 
Robert Barron, Irish film exhibitor 





With the RKO circuit in the US. for | 


and director of Picture House, Bel- 
fast, and Regal, Portadown, died in 
Ireland recently after a brief ill- 
ness. 

He was a pioneer in the Irish film 
industry. 





CALVIN HENDRICKS 
Calvin Leroy Hendricks, 39, blind 
radio singer, died Jan. 3 in Los 
| Angeles as a result of injuries re- 
ceived in an auto crash on New 
Years’ Day. 
Surviving is his widow who was 
also injured in the collision. 





SALLY HUNT 
Sally Hunt, known in private life 


of the Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ 
in Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

She was the wife of Eddie Vogt 
(Hurst & Vogt). 


died Jan. 3 





KATE SHARD 





Kate Shard, 80, who originated 
the role of Psyche in the first Sa- 


voyard production of ‘Princess Ida,’ 
|died in Shere, England, Jan. 5. She 


was on the British stage for almost 
30 years, starting in the 1880s. 





CHARLES RICHARDS 
Charles Richards, former actor 
with Guy Hedlund’s Playhouse com- 
pany on WTIC, Hartford, died Dec. 
25 in Hartford. 





MME. MEYRIANE HEGLON 

Mme. Meyriane Heglon, 75, famous 
French opera singer, died in Paris 
last week. 





Mrs. Ella E. Dollberg, 82, died in 
La Mesa, Cal. Dec. 24; she was 
mother of Glen Dollberg, program 
and production manager for KGO-.- 
KPO, San Francisco. 





Arthur Bienbar, 72, composer, or- 





ganist and choir leader, died Jan. 5 


in Los Angeles. He had written 
many orchestral numbers and mu- 
sical arrangements based on years 
of research into the old Spanish 
missions of Southern California. 





Samuel Levenson, 53, of Wood- 
bine, N. J., died suddenly at his 
home recently. Levenson, who 
owned and operated the Woodbine 
theatre, is survived by his widcw 
and son. 





Bernard John Rowan, Jr., sales- 
man for radio station KANS, Wichita, 
died Jan. 2 in a local hospital. 
Rowan came to Wichita three months 
ago from Denver, where body was 
taken for burial. 





Mother, 66, of Henry Henigson, 
former film producer now with the 
Myron Selznick agency, died Jan, 12 
in Mount Vernon, N.Y, 





Ralph Williams, 55, acrobat, died 
Jan. 9 at DeGraff, O., leaving widow 
and a son. 





Father of Monte Kleban, WOAI 
(San Francisco) program director, 
died in New York Jan. 7. 


Otis Skinner 


Continued from page 1 











but there was a reason. He was of 
the Actors Fidelity League, opposed 
to Equity and remained loyai to the 
former star-studded organization. It 
was believed because of that he was 
not named president of the Players 
club upon the death of John Drew, 
Walter Hampden being elected in- 
stead. 

Details of Skinner’s stage career 
appear in the obituary department. 
In ‘Footlights and Spotlights,’ his 
autobiography, Skinner rated ‘The 


+Honor of the Family’ his favorite 


play. It is also regarded as his most 
successful financially, what with 


several revivals. 





Garbo 


Continued from page 1 








man, Spencer Tracy, Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby, Edgar Bergen, Don Ameche, 
Olivia de Havilland, James Cagney, 
Thomas Mitchell, William Powell, 
Walter Pidgeon, Warner Baxter, the 
Merry Macs, Dennis Day. All these 
and music by Gordon Jenkins will 
be crowded into an hour on both 
NBC networks and Mutual. It airs 
from NBC on the Coast at 8:15 p.m. 
Oboler writes and produces the 
‘March of Dimes’ special. 

Early next month Oboler initials 
a series of dramas on NBC to bolster 
civilian morale in cooperation with 
the government. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Reavis Winckler, son, 
in Los Angeles, Jan. 1.. Father is in 





| Metro publicity department. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Bronson, 
daughter, Dec. 20, in New Haven. 
Father is sales exec. at WELI, New 
Haven. 

Mr. 
Dec. 
is in 
KGLO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Edwards, 
daughter, in Boston, Dec. 24. Father 
is vocalist with Howard Jones or- 
chestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hemingway, 
daughter, in Portland, Ore., Jan. 4. 
Father is announcer over KOIN, 


and Mrs. Herbert Ohrt, 
29, in Mason City, Ia. 


commercial department 





as Sally Stover Vogt and formerly | 
}son, in 
Father, son of President Roosevelt, 


| Station KFJZ, Fort Worth. 


|} is former Jewel Hart, Broadway in- 





CBS Portland outlet. 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt, 
Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 3 


is head of Texas State Network and 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Cohn, 2d, 
son, in New York, Jan. 12. Mother 


genue; father is son of Jack Cohn, 
v.p. of Columbia Pictures, and an ac- 
count exec with Weiss & Geller, ad 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Prescott Robinson, 
twin daughters, Jan. 11,in New York. 
Father is news editor of WOR, New 
York, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Goodwin, son, 
Jan. 7, in Los Angeles. Father is the 
radio actor-announcer. . 

Mr. and Mrs. King Harris, daugh- 
ter, in San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
Father is NBC salesman currently 
serving with Naval Intelligence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Goodman, son, 
in Detroit, Jan. 6. Father is man- 
ager of the Oakman theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross McPherson, son, 
Dec. 17, in Buffalo. Father is sales 
publicity chief at WGR-WKBW, 
Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Blowitz, son, in 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. Father is Para- 


MARRIAGES 


Arabia Wooten to Struther M, 
Asquith, Jr., Dec. 30, in Memphis 
Bride is daughter of Hoyt By 
Wooten, founder and owner of 
WREC, CBS Memphis outlet. 


Maureen O'Hara to Will Price 
Dec. 29, in Chatawa, Miss. Bride jg 
film actress; he’s a film dialog qj. 
rector. 


Mildred Arnolds to Steve Loewer 
in New York, Dec. 31. He’s in War. 
ners’ homeoffice publicity depart. 
ment. 


Sue Phillips to John W. Biermann 
in New York, Dec. 26. He’s a mem. 
ber of the Bodyguards, vocal unit 
with Orrin Tucker’s orch, 


Hazel Carson to Leonard Turoldo, 
in Winnipeg, recently. He’s manager 
of the Grand theatre, Regina, Sask, 

Sally Rand to Thurkel Greenough, 
in Glendora, Cal., Jan. 6. She's the 
fan dancer; he's a rodeo rider. 


Kitty Lou Houghton to Bernard C, 
Mazon, in Pittsburgh, Jan. 3. She's 
half of nitery dance team, The 
Co-Eds. 

Rachel Tuckwiller to Robert Pro. 
vence, in Youngstown, O., Jan. 2. He 
is news editor of WKBN, Youngs- 
town. 

Thelma Powell to Mike Morra, in 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 7. He’s one of the 
owners of Villa Madrid, Pitt nitery, 

Rosella Towne to Harry Kronman, 
in Beverly Hills, Jan. 7. Bride is a 
screen actress; groom is a radio 
writer. 

Sydnee Blizarde to Robert C, 
Rothafel, in Virginia City, Nev., Jan, 
7. Groom is a theatre manager with 
Fox West Coast and nephew of the 
late Samuel (Roxy) Rothafel. 

Patti Gene (Baldridge) to Bill 
Ludwig, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. She 
sings with Al Kavelin band; he’s a 
drummer. 

Ann Sheridan to George Brent, in 
Miami, Jan. 5. Both are screen 
players. 

Jocelyn Newmark to Alexander H. 
Cohen, in New York, Jan. 11. He’s 
legit producer. 

Agnes Dean to Tom Bailey, Dec. 
30, in Youngstown, O. Bride is a 
night club entertainer. 

Alice Blumberg to Perry First, 
Jan. 3, in Youngstown, O. He was 
former night club owner and part- 
ner in the Consolidated Amusement 
Service, Youngstown’s first booking 
agency. 

Betty Loo to Charles K. Hong, in 
Toledo, Jan. 10. He’s a restaurant 
manager and she’s a nitery singer. 

Helen Denison to Feter Barton, 
in Worcester, Mass., recently. Bride 
is vocalist with Bob Pooley’s WTAG 
(Worcester) orchestra. 

Dorothy Darrell to Joseph Paster- 
nak, in Palm Springs, Jan. 9. Bride 
is a film actress; he’s the picture 
producer. 

Dorothy Turry to Bert Wishnew, 
in New York, Dec. 18. He’s a vaude- 
ville booker. 

Ava Gardner to Mickey Rooney, 
in Ballard, Cal. Jan. 10. Both are 
film players. 

Carmen Puente to Juan Trasvina, 
in San Francisco, Dec. 29. He is an 
NBC Spanish-language announcer on 
KGEI, Frisco. 

Joan Stone to Benjamin Bradford, 
in Providence, R. I., Jan. 10. Bride 





son, | 
Father | 
of Fine, Dec. 28, in Tucson, Ariz. 


is legit player, 

Margaret Spencer to Capt. Henry 
He’s 
Hollywood press agent now in the 
Army Air Corps. 

Edythe Gest to Maurice Morton, 
Jan. 7 in Hollywood. He’s with 
William Morris agency in Hollywood. 

Beatrice Ritter to Nate Leafer, in 
Albany, last week. He is manager of 
Capital Music Hall and part owner 
of the Burden Lake Casino, both 
in Albany. 

Betty Rhoads to Lieut, William C. 
Bell, Jr., in Troy, N. Y., last week. 
He is former Broadway legit actor 
and more recently director of en- 
tertainment at Fort Dix, N. J.; she 
is showgirl. 


Mrs. FDR 




















mount publicist. 








times Oltinued from page loa 


acquainted with Pegler, phoned him 
at his home in Connecticut and sug- 
gested he ‘help us keep the show 
running.’ 

Mrs. Roosevelt, in her syndicated 
column, wrote a day or two later 
that she was ignorant of the facts in 
the union’s dispute with the play 
management, but had refused to cross 
the picket line without a knowledge 
of the issues. She has since writ- 
ten letters to both parties, suggest- 
ing settlement and expressing the 
wish to see the show. 

Otto Peminger, producer, is stand- 
ing pat against musicians’ union lo- 
cal 802’s insistence that he hire four 
standby musicians. Show uses song 
recordings, including the National 
Anthem, among its sound effects. 
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Field Now Owns PM Outright 

pM during the past couple weeks 
has gone through a reorganization 
poth fnancially and of its staff. On 


the financial side, all the shares of 


the original stockholders were 
pought out by Marshall Field, the 
corporation has been dissolved and 


PM has become a purely personal 
holding of Field. 


On the staff side, two assistants to | 


the publisher have resigned, 10 staff- 
ers have been released and a num- 
per of others added. Publishers’ as- 
sistants who are no more are Tom 
Fizdale, who was one of the original 
stockholders and did promotion for 


the paper, and Mrs. George S. 
(Beatrice) Kaufman. Fizdale’s de- 
parture is a money-saving move, 


with all promotion-publicity to be 
handled by PM itself in the future. 
Mrs. Kaufman resigned to go into 
some activity more closely allied 
with the war. She hasn’t determined 
what, as yet. 

Staff changes are not for reasons 
of incompetence or economy, but 
because publisher Ralph Ingersoll 
does not feel that PM has discovered 
the right combination yet and be- 
lieves that by widescale staff shifts 
he may be able to acquire what the 
newspaper needs to push up its cir- 
culation, which has reinained static 
for months. 

Seven of the staffers were released 
in unusual manner. Ingersoll told 
them they were not fired, but were 
being given vacations with full pay 
until they found other jobs. News- 
paper Guild plans to fight this as an 
evasiom of the contract provisions 
calling for consultation before fir- 
ings. Guild feels that Ingersoll will 
not continue to pay non-workers in- 
definitely, as he says, and that this 
will result in the dismissals going to 
arbitration, with the Guild members 
placed in an unfavorable position 
because they have not been actively 


working on the paper. Guild prefers | 


straight firing with the accompany- 
ing payment of dismissal salary, as 
required under the contract. 


Seven were let out in this manner, 
including John Kobler, Lou Wede- 
mar, Bob Brumby, Julian Fromer, 


Tabitha Petran, Paul Ross and Leon | 


Goodelman. Fired in the straight 
old-fashioned way were Ned Arm- 
strong and Gilbert Dewart. Carl 
Randau and Leane Zugsmith, his 
wife, who recently returned from a 
trip to the Orient for PM, resigned. 

Financial reorganization let all the 
original stockholders out with less 
than 20c on the dollar. Whai tnéy 
finally divvied up was this: 

1, $300,000 which Field paid for the 
voting stock of PM in the reorgan- 


ization of the paper which took place | 


in October, 1940. This, in itself, 
would have amounted to 20c on the 
dollar the stockholders, but it 
wasn’t immediately divvied and con- 
siderable of it had been spent since 
October, 1940, in 
assets of the former PM dompany. 
2,.A sum (undisclosed) which 
Field recently paid for 15,000 shares 


of non-voting stock in the PM com- | 


pany which he formed after October, 
1940. He turned 


paper. 


By now acquiring the 15,000 shares 
from the old company, Field gained 


complete ownership and thus was | 


able to dissolve the corporation he 
organized to operate PM after Octo 
ber, 1940 

New York Mirror let out 33 peo- 
ple on Friday (9), including 14 in 
the editorial] department. Among 
those dropped were Jim Whittaker, 
music critic of the paper. N. Y. 
World-Telegram discharged 34 about 
three weeks ago. 





Cracking Down On Nazi News 
_Crackdown on the Transocean 
Nazi news service by South Amer- 
lean countries is gathering force, 
with indications that a majority will 
Soon ban the agency, already halted 
In the U. S., from operations any- 
Where on the continent. Bolivia. 


— not long ago was the center | 
it lanned Nazi putsch, issued an | 
OMicial decree suppressing the serv- | 


administration of 


this 15,000 shares | 
over to the old company in addition | 
to the $300,000 when he acquired the | 


German navy, was slapped in the 
clink. 

Transocean is still running in Ar- 
gentina, however, and head office 


for South America, located in 
Buenos Aires, operates wtihout 
trouble despite fact it was con- 


demned in no uncertain terms by the 
Congressional Committee probing 
anti-Argentine activities, headed by 
Deputy Raul Damonte Taborda. 
Agency, it was pointed out by the 
probers, is directly subsidized by the 
German embassy and pounds out 
thousands of words daily which it 
Offers practically for free to any- 
body who will take it. 

Brazil, following the lead of other 
Latin-American republics, has closed 
two more Axis sheets, Italian-lan- 
guage daily Italia en Marcia and 
Japanese Revista Cultural. Rio 
government has also put Nazi Trans- 
ocean and Italian Stefani agencies 
under special censorship. 


Order End of Philly Ledger 
| The Philadelphia Evening Public 


| Ledger, on the ragged edge for the 
| past couple of years, was ordered 
;out of existence by the Federal 


| Court Monday night (5). 


| The court rejected a stop-gap 
|proposal whereby the employees 
| would operate the paper themselves 
|for another week without pay while 
‘Sherman H. Bowles, publisher of 
‘the Springfield (Mass.) Republican 
would put up an additional $30,000. 
Three times in the past three 
months the Court had agreed to ex- 
|tensions while trustees sought a 
buyer. When the _ trustees. an- 
nounced that they had failed to ob- 
tain any bids, the Court ordered the 
paper liquidated, ending the 27-year 
| history of the last of the newspaper 
| group founded by Cyrus H. K. Cur- 
tis. 

Folding of the paper meant the 
loss of jobs for 828 employees. It 
also left Philly with only one major 
evening paper, the Bulletin. There 
is also a tabloid, the Daily News, 
which has a comparatively small 











|circulation. The Court allowed the 
Ledger Syndicate to operate for 30 


more days while a buyer could be 
found, 
Upping S. C. 

Promotion plums are dropping 
thick down Dixie way, as several 
large dailies have upped personnel 
into more important positions. 

Vivian Ingle named managing 
editor, Columbia (S. C.) State, suc- 
ceeding Caldwell Withers, resigned, 
to join Advertising Service Agency, 
| Charleston 


Eds 


| Boykin Paschal, Savannah (Ga.) 
Morning Press and Evening News |} 


vice-president and advertising di- | 
| rector, elevated to vice-president 
|'and general manager. Alfred E. 
Floyd, assistant advertising director, 
succeeds Taylor Stone Whitfield, 
papers’ local advertising chief, re- 
tired after 43 years’ service. 

Carl O. Jeffress, former Greens- 


boro (N. C.) Daily News arid Rec- 
ord news made managing 
editor, with H. W. Kendall, associate 
| editor, Daily News, hiked to editor- 


director, 


ship. 
P. H. Batte, Charlotte (N. C.) 
Observer business manager, has been 


named general manager. 


Manila’s Fall Trapped 26 Scribes 
Capture of Manila by the Japs 
caused fear in N. Y. as to the safety 
and whereabouts of 22 U. S. and 
four British newsmen in the Philip- 
pines. It wn whether they 
were captured by the invaders or 
were with the U. S. Army at Cor- 
regidor and Bataan Peninsula. 
Latter was believed most likely. 

Communication with the Philip- 
pines has been limited to brief of- 
| ficial messages sent by the Army 
(command to Washington over the 
|meagre facilities available. 
'news dispatches from Manila were 
'sent just before press circuits were 
closed down without 
Dec. 31. Fall of the city was im- 
'minent then. Silencing of the 22 
American staffers brings to a total 


isn’t kne 


the 


of 60, the reps of UP, AP and INS | 


trapped by war developments in 
various foreign cities and unable to 
send out stories. 





ice. ie 

Colombia arrested, Willy Meyer | N.Y. Times Drops Roto 
a Several years Transocean man-| New York Times will eliminate its 
«ed in Bogota, the capital, and| Sunday roto section on Feb. 15. In 
ae him with distributing to-| its place will be substituted eight 
onan propaganda and violating | pages of additional pictures in the 

om _S§overnment decree regarding Sunday Magazine section. 

: elgners. Offices, and radio sta-| Lester Markel, Times Sunday ed, 
a of the agency” “ere closed and | said the reason for merger of the 
orca bY author after Meyer, | two fixtures is that news pictures are 
one-tin : ae the i ™ ~~ z : $1 = ; 
l€-« Officer Imneri: now } ve pro nently in the 

ever gef ' Imperia pla} I } 


Last | 


explanation | 


daily paper that only 
photos are left for roto use. These 
can best be used by putting them in 
the mag section, which is devoted to 
background articles, 
Additional pix, however, will not be 
used for illustrating articles, but in 
a separate pic section. 


LITERATI OBITS 


George Wright, 64, former man- 
aging editor of the Montreal Her- 
ald, died in Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 7. 

Cynthia Lombardi, noveltist, died 
at her home in New York, Jan. 9. 

Sam Miller, 29, captain in the RAF 
and formerly with the Canadian 
Press in Toronto and London, 
killed in action on Nov. 29 when he 


bomber. He leaves a widow, who is 
an ambulance driver in England, and 
a seven-months-old son. 


Chester T. Crowell, 53, 


Morgenthau, Jr., in the Treasury, 
died in Washington Dec. 26. 

Walter E. Williams, 55, editor until 
1940 of The Journal-News, Nyack, N. 
Y., died in Nyack Dec. 31. 

Sol Hess, 69, creator of the comic 
strip, ‘The Nebbs,’ 
Chicago. 

George C. Braden, 73, former Ohio 
lieutenant governor and onetime city 
editor of the Warren (O.) Daily 
Chronicle, died Jan. 8. 

Tom G. Wade, 60, Michigan man- 
ager of the Curtis Publishing Co., 
died at his home in Detroit Jan. 4. 

T. Irving Crowell, 75, chairman 
of the board of Thomas Y. Crowell 
Co., New York book publishers, died 
at Upper Montclair, N. J., Jan. 11. 





RD. OF CHARITY BOUT 


By JACK PULASKI 
The expected happened at Madi- 
son Square Garden Friday (9), when 
Joe Louis knocked out Buddy Baer, 
but faster than fistic observers fig- 
ured. Most of ’em guessed the level- 
ing would occur between the third 
and eighth rounds, so when the 250- 
pound Californian was counted out 
four seconds before the end of round 
one the only surprise 

of the much heralded bout. 
It took longer for Wendell Willkie 
to read a telegram from Secretary 
of the Navy Frank Knox and deliver 





it furnished 





|a short address than the elapsed 
time of the match. Willkie evi- 
dently knows little about the ring. 


| He called the champ ‘Louie’ in laud- 
ing the Brown Bomber, who gave 
his entire share of the takings to 
the Navy Relief Fund, then referred 
to Baer as Max, his brother who quit 
to Louis several years ago. Buddy 
laughed, his only giggle of the brief 


evening, but at least he didn’t dog 
| it. It was the second meeting be- 


tween the men, first 


being a sensa- 


| tional affair in Washington last sum- 
mer. At that time Louis went 
through the ropes in the f round 
as the result of a sock and shove. 
Louis Kicks in All 

Louis was highly lauded for do- 
nating his entire share, Navy fund 
getting $89,092, which cluded pro- 
moter Mike Jacobs’ end. The gate 


was $189,700. The Mirror 
mention of its columnist Walter Win- 
chell having suggested the benefit 
fight, but he was liberally credited 
| otherwise in the press. Winchell, in 
addition to his newspaper assign- 
ment, is a lieutenant commander in 


maae no 


the navy, on duty at headquarters in 
New York. 
Louis had made up his mind there 
would be no repetition of the fluke 
| that made Baer a contend Champ’s 
punches were short, lethal power- 
ocks. Baer went down three times 
from rights to the chin with upper- 
cuts thrown in Buddy’s attempts 
to sock it t with the champ re- 
i} sulted only in a slight lip cut for 


Louis. As Bil] Corum put it: ‘Three 
rights made Baer ong.’ 

At $30 top it was an exclusive au- 
| dience. In addition to officers in 
both services, prominent members of 
the Madison Square Garden club and 
their ladies were there in evening 
dress. The betting odds were 7 to l 
or more, with Louis naturally fa- 
vorite, but there probably was less 
betting on this bout than for an 
average fight card. 

Motion pictures of the fight show 
that the champ connected with 63 
| socks, mostly on Baer’s map, but the 
defeated giant didn’t look that dam- 
aged. Film proves that Buddy took 
| the offensive twice and landed two 
uppercuts. One made Louis good 
| and mad, so went to work and made 


'it short. 
| After the fight, Baer said the only 
way he'd meet the champvagain was 
ith a baseba:l bat*in his'n 


background | 


and four others crashed in a British | 


writer, | 
editor and former assistant to Henry | 


he explained. | 
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i 
j:‘onga Teresa F 6 
Alpine Village y |} Jean Monti Tic-Toe 
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ws berton 1 'T¢ Lawler HNotel Lenox ring nelalir 
Readingtons | Estelle oan | (lenox Arma) Durant 
Wa ae } | , | Ore |} rd Fulle & Sis 
rw a _—— | Roll rl nes ! * \ t Yr 
t OWle < Watkins Ore Hotel Minerva Tremont Plaza 
Del Kay | Bur ‘ t’, Ore | Duk: ! enzo Ore 
Willie Matthias Orc Hotel Statler 
B Copiler Glo r & LaMae 
Eldorado Club lat t Willis | | 
Estralleta iddie Le Baron Ore | 
sleet, one [he Cant eww ||| SChenck Appeal | 
lanuel Ovando Ore La Conga Club | 
Freddie's Cafe Freddie Carlone Ore 
Continue re age 4 
La \ cent Lindsay’s Skybar oe um d from page 
White Pte Palmet Mathias F. Correa told him to. He 
nttanattn Hal pson ; 
sags oem = a emetaied Cini | declared his willingns to rest his 
erp LO§ pre « « 4 @ 
Gourmet Club lranc Reynolds entire case on this issue, and, after 
R i Hawaiians O & Lee 7 tr, the . , the 
‘ , al t € i 4 } ‘ r ‘ 
Hotel Allerton P " ers Orc ( ne | ed 
J 11 O QO J e ( the ‘ e 
Hotel Carter Kegal Club . 
rl on Sprenger D ja oe n Ore Gibne te mo 1 « d that 
Ambassadors Ore | 3700 Club if there had been no evidence to sup- 
“ . +} fi0001 
Hotel Cleveland v olfe p é neure el rh} 
t . Cummins Ore ‘ = nful to the defen 
Hotel Fenway Hall, Bert Gilbert | : : 
Pe n Gardner Don V h Ore | Correa’s Rebuttal 
Correa, in rebuttal, said Schenck’s 
. ‘ 
PITTSBURGH books did not reflect transactions in 
— ” _ }currency and that all gambling 
Anchorage wZieen ypSshea : ‘ ; 
jimmy Zv - Or: | Cork and Bottle trahsactions were in cash and en- 
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Phil Cavezza Ore ‘ Edale Peyton’s | Wa25 a sham and that Schenck, while 
June tsaraner 4 . } ° 
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Charlie Laun Ore n waslert Ore in cash. 
Bill Green's : 7 : 
;, : Ore Hotel Fort Pite | He said all the entfies on the books 
imiimy Joy 4 "eon _ 7 e a "oe" 
ty Burns | Ken Bailey Ore | were half-truths or compleie un- 
JonnD Hitenel } = ey ait, ae 
Blue Ridge Inn | Herry Walton pee He defended Gibney’s figures 
1 Lucky Ore |e ssie Wheatley and said his examination was proper. 
Austin } Hotel Hen ‘ 23 th “= 
Loogie- Woogie Club (silver Grill) In rebuttal, Davis said the Govern- 
i pment tem fit} y 
Boog Sherman | Dorothy Matthews |ment had not proved bad fai nh on 
Maxie Simon | Escorts the part of either of the defendants 
ower A oes (Gay 4 # or shown criminal intent. Proskauer 
uaa) rane Dorothy Nesbit | : , ae 
Wally Wayne Hotel %th Avenue | 2lso chimed in with the remark that 
' Cotieb Petit | Mike Barker 4 the question was never put to the 
i ‘ : 
pchin Yous Ore | Hotel Roosevelt jury as to whether the expe: 
Ber Art Baker 4 been A off 
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IN RADIO FM STANDS FOR FREQUENCY MODULATION - A NEW 
DEVELOPMENT, BETTER RESULTS, IN SHORT A STEP TOWARD PERFECTION— 
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WINNER FOUR OUT OF SIX TIMES NOW IN PRODUCTION FOR RKO 
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